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Presentation: 

 

Dave Bergen: Sisters and brothers, we have gathered today in the presence of God and this assembly to 

commission Karen Martens Zimmerly as Denominational Minister and Director of Leadership 

Development in Mennonite Church Canada.  

 

Karen brings to this ministry gifts of leadership, oversight and vision which the Holy Spirit has given her, 

and which through her experience as a church leader and pastor, have been refined and strengthened.  

 

Muriel Bechtel: Acting on behalf of our Area Churches and congregations, we now present Karen to this 

delegate body of Mennonite Church Canada, commending her to be commissioned as our Denominational 

Minister and Director of Leadership Development. 

 

M:  Do you, the delegates of Mennonite Church Canada promise to uphold Karen in this ministry? (then 

answer ‘we do’) 

 

People:  We do. 

 

 

Covenant: 

 

Dave: Karen, do you renew your baptismal vows and the covenant made at your ordination to pastoral 

ministry, claiming Christ’s grace, offering Christ your obedience? (then answer I do) 

A: I do. 

 

D: Do you believe the Holy Spirit has called you to serve in your role as Denominational Minister 

and Director of Leadership Development, and do you pledge to remain open to the Spirit’s guidance? (then 

answer I do) 

A: I do. 

 

Muriel:  Do you commit yourself to tend to the spiritual health of Mennonite Church Canada, and to care 

for the work of leadership in our church, as you live out God’s call? (then answer I do) 

A:  I do. 

 

M: Will you seek to be faithful in prayer and in Scripture study, diligent in pursuing God’s truth,  and 

bold in proclaiming God’s word? (then answer “with God’s help, I will”) 

A:  With God’s help, I will. 

 

Dave:  Will you seek to live openly and justly with your fellow ministers and leaders in our church, and 

with each of its members?  (then answer “with God’s help, I will”) 

A: With God’s help, I will. 
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D:   Karen, in the presence of God and this gathered assembly of God’s people, I charge you to be 

faithful to the covenant you have just made. “For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a 

spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1.7 

 

 

To the gathered assembly: 

 

Muriel:  Sisters and brothers, you have heard the commitment to ministry in Mennonite Church Canada 

made by Karen Martens Zimmerly.  

Will you receive her as Denominational Minister and Director of Leadership Development in Mennonite 

Church Canada? Will you support her, pray for her and encourage her in her ministry, and offer your 

counsel to her? (then  answer “Yes, we will”) 

 

People: Yes, we will. 

 

 

The charge: 

 

Muriel: The scriptures challenge us, “Grow up in every way into him that is the head, that is into Christ. 

From him the whole body, joined and knit together…grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does 

its work.” Ephesians 4.15-16 

 

Karen, today we commission you as Denominational Minister and Director of Leadership for Mennonite 

Church Canada. We welcome you and bless you as a leader in this national community of faith. May God 

bless our ministry together. 

 

 

Prayers of Blessing & Laying on of Hands:   

(Group includes:  Area Church ministers, General Secretary, Executive Secretary of Christian Formation, 

Moderator, Grace Mennonite Church rep., Karen’s spouse) 

 

Dave:  God of Creation, Lord of the church, we bless you for the gifts you give to all whom you have 

made, and which you call forth through your Spirit for the sake of the kingdom.  

Thank you for Karen, for your Spirit’s work in her life, and that Karen seeks your will above all else. 

 

Thank you also for all those who have contributed to her formation as a Christian, as a pastor, and as a 

church leader. Especially we are thankful that you led her former congregation, the Grace Mennonite 

Church in Regina, to bless her and to release her to this new call to lead and minister through her new role 

within Mennonite Church Canada. 

 

Grant to Karen a discerning heart, confidence in your call, strength and joy in the tasks of ministry you now 

set before her. 

 

Make us partners with Karen in ministry, constant in support, gentle in criticism, prayerful in all things. We 

ask this in the name of Jesus, our Servant and Master, Amen. 

 

 

 


