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Welcome to the annual assembly of Mennonite Church Canada.  

 

This session is meant to be informative, interesting, and helpful in understanding who 

we are together as a church.  

 

We’ll begin with the name, Mennonite Church Canada: 

a) We are Mennonite: this means that the Radical Reformation of the 16th century 

continues to be a helpful lens through which we understand what it means to be 

disciples of Jesus and a People of God; 

b) We are Church: we are people invited into a vocation by God; 

c) We are in Canada: this is the primary context to which we minister; and from 

which we minister. 

 

And we have a vision: it’s called Vision: Healing and Hope; this vision describes who we 

already are and what we increasingly want to become. Please repeat this with me: 

God call us to be followers of Jesus Christ; and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

to grow as communities of grace, joy, and peace; so that God’s healing and hope 

flow through us to the world. 

We are truly a blessed and privileged people to respond to such a significant call. 

 

The priorities for Mennonite Church Canada’s journey with this vision, are three:  

With God’s help, we will: 

- Form a People of God 

- Grow leaders for the Church; 

- Become a global Church.  

 

We trust that even as different parts of the Body have different immediate goals and 

objectives, that this vision and these three priorities will be strengthened through them. 



 

 

 

The New Testament refers to the church as a “body;” the Body of Christ. This is a very 

good image of how we also are. There are very many parts to our body; each one with 

distinct functions. And we are grateful for each one. 

 

For example: 

- There are about 32,000 persons who have joined this Body through baptism 

or transfer of membership; 

- These persons are committed in membership to 221 congregations; 

- These congregations are organized into 5 regions, called Area Churches. 

These 5 are: 

- Mennonite Church British Columbia with 27 congregations; 

- Mennonite Church Alberta with 16 congregations; 

- Mennonite Church Saskatchewan with 33 congregations; 

- Mennonite Church Manitoba with 51 congregations; 

- Mennonite Church Eastern Canada with 94 congregations. 

 

49 of these congregations worship in languages other than English or German; and all 

together we worship in 19 languages on a Sunday morning.  

 

 

Some of you are “delegated” to be here by these Area Churches; 

And some of you are “delegated” to be here by the congregations; 

And some of you are guests, observers, and visitors. 

We are very glad that you have come. You are all welcome. 

 

But our body is much more diverse than just congregations and Area Churches. We have 

together decided that we want and need to do some things together. And so we have 

designed ways in which this can happen.  These too are ways that the church is active 

and present in the world.   

 

- Schools: Elementary, high-schools; universities and colleges, and a seminary; 

- Publishing Network; 

- Christian Education resourcing and materials; 

- Ministry with Aboriginals;  

-  Ministry with many newer immigrant peoples;  

- Archiving our history and making it accessible to future generations; 

- Partnering in mission beyond Canadian borders in many countries around the 

world; 

- Participate in the Canadian Council of Churches; the Evangelical Fellowship of 

Canada; and Mennonite World Conference; 

- Get in the way of oppression through Christian Peacemaker Teams; 

- Learn about stewardship and facilitate our generous giving through 

Mennonite Foundation of Canada; 



 

 

- Work at peace and justice issues; social development; and relief efforts 

through Mennonite Central committee; Kairos; Project Ploughshares; 

- We inspire and inform each other through the Canadian Mennonite; 

- Work at helping people experiencing natural disasters through Mennonite 

Disaster Service; 

- And many, many more;  

 

Mennonite Church Canada participates in a supportive, governance way in many 

different parts of how the Church is present in the world; in these ways Mennonite 

Church Canada reaches way beyond the reports that you will process here in these days;  

some people are here representing these many parts of the body. We are grateful for 

you; and we are glad you have come. You are very welcome. 

 

You can imagine that such a diverse Body, also has a very diverse history; and because 

of this diversity it is sometimes difficult to know what we should celebrate, with whom, 

and when. What we know for sure is that there is a lot to celebrate, and that celebrating 

God’s faithfulness with us is good. 

 

We wish to celebrate the various paths that you as congregations and Area Churches 

have taken to become part of the body that we call Mennonite Church Canada.  

 

Given that this is 2010, and that this year ends in 0, every time we get to a date that 

ends in 0 we will pause, hear a few words, and respond with our celebrative applause. 

 

Mennonite Church Canada – Our History 

 

1786 First Mennonite settlers to arrive in Canada from Pennsylvania. 

1793 The first Mennonite community to begin services was Rainham Mennonite 

community in Ontario. It is not entirely clear when the church was first organized.  

1801 The first Mennonite congregation organized in Canada was The First Mennonite 

Church in Vineland, Ontario.      

 

1810 The Annual Mennonite ministers’ conferences started in Ontario. This was a 

small beginning to what later would become the Mennonite Conference of 

Ontario. 

Today we celebrate 200 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for the 

faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers (applause);  

 

1820 The Mennonite Conference of Ontario was born; later known as Mennonite 

 Conference of Ontario and Quebec. 

Today we celebrate 190 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for the 

faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers (applause);  

 

1824 The Ontario Amish Mennonite Conference was born;   



 

 

- This became the Western Ontario Mennonite Conference in 1963 

 

1860 The General Conference Mennonite Church was born, with its first session being 

in West Point, Iowa 

Today we celebrate 150 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for 

the faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers (applause);  

 

1860 The Mennonite Brethren Church was founded in southern Russia;  

We have at least one congregation that today has dual membership with the 

Mennonite Brethren Church and Mennonite Church Canada. 

Today we celebrate 150 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for 

the faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers (applause);  

 

1897 The Mennonite Church General Conference (bi-national) was organized, with the 

first session in Elida, Ohio 

- This Conference later became known as The Mennonite Church 

 

1903 The Conference of Mennonites in Central Canada was organized, with the first 

session in Hochstadt, MB  

- This later became known as Conference of Mennonites in Canada 

  

1908 The first Canadian Congregations became members of General Conference 

 Mennonite Church 

 

1910 The first Canadian MB Conference (Northern District) was held in Herbert, 

 Saskatchewan 

Today we celebrate 100 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for 

the faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers (applause);  

 

1937 The birth of the Rudnerweidner Mennoniten Gemeinde; 

This later became known as the Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference 

(EMMC) in 1959. 

 Today we have at least one congregation that has dual membership with the 

 Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference and Mennonite Church Canada. 

 

1948 The Mennonite Pioneer Mission was begun: 

- Began work with Aboriginal population in Manitoba; it later became 

Native Ministries of the Conference of Mennonites in Canada in 1974 

 

1986 North America Chinese Mennonite Pastors' Fellowship was organized, but was 

discontinued in 2000 

 

1991 Lao Mennonite Conference in USA & Canada was organized; 

- The name was changed to Lao Mennonite Conference Canada in 2007 



 

 

 

1997 North American Vietnamese Mennonite Fellowship was organized.  

   

1999 Decision to integrate the Mennonite Church and General Conference Mennonite 

 Church.  At the same time, to create Mennonite Church Canada and MC US. 

 Delegate Assembly: St. Louis, Missouri 

 

2000 Mennonite Church Canada held its first assembly in Lethbridge, Alberta; 

Today we celebrate 10 years of those initial beginnings, and we are grateful for 

the faithfulness of these early churchly pioneers, many of them here with us 

today, (applause);  

 

 It is appropriate to give special recognition to Helmut Harder, architect and 

 inspiration for making this anniversary happen. Let’s ask Helmut to stand and 

 recognize his contribution with applause. 

 

2003 The North America Hmong Mennonite Churches Mission was organized.  

 

2006 The Korean Anabaptist Fellowship in Canada was begun. 

 

 

What about the growth of the church in Canada today? As we have indicated in previous 

years, it is difficult to get very precise, commonly accepted, comparative figures.  There 

are several reasons for this: 

a) The definitions that are used by our congregations for tracking membership are 

not the same from congregation to congregation; 

b) The definitions used within congregations for tracking membership have shifted 

a lot in the last years, meaning that numerical comparisons are not always 

comparing “apples to apples”;  

c) Some congregations don’t track membership, but only attendance; 

d) It is difficult to get information from congregations. 

 

But we will present some information that we do have, knowing that this is quite 

incomplete, but perhaps useful. 

 

a) 1945   111 congregations 

b) 1960   152 congregations 

c) 1975   167 congregations 

d) 1995   217 congregations 

e) 2006   224 congregations 

f) 2010   221 congregations  

g) In 2008 there were 355 (this too is approximate) baptisms reported in MC 

Canada congregations; 

h) In 2008 there were 426 deaths reported in MC Canada congregations; 



 

 

 

The demographic shifts in our society and church will continue to be a challenge in the 

next years. 

 

We will also share some vignettes about the finances of this body: how revenues are 

received, and how they are spent. (These numbers are based on an analysis of the 

T3010 forms that are sent in annually to the Canada Revenue Agency; this sample is 

from 2008): 

  

a) Our congregations receive an annual total revenue of about $46 million dollars: 

this has continuously inclined over the decades; 

b) That’s a total revenue of $1,440 per member. This is very good. We are a very 

generous people 

 

Area Churches together receive about $6.5 million dollars. Most of this is used for 

ministries with congregations, camps, church planting, leadership development, and 

other important ministries. 

 

Mennonite Church Canada (Winnipeg office) receives about $5.5 million dollars. You will 

see in our budgets and hear reports during these days about how this revenue is spent.  

 

Our schools, universities and colleges receive about $58 million dollars in revenue. This 

includes donation, tuition, grants from governments, and other sources of income.  

This revenue is spent to educate children, youth, and adults from a Christian 

perspective. 

 

MCCs in Canada (national and provincial) receive about $85 million dollars. This includes 

sales, CIDA grants, Food Grains Bank, and other income.  66% of the funds raised from 

our constituency are used in international ministry and 33% is used within Canada.  

 

The total revenues for our Body are about $205 million dollars (not including hospitals, 

Nursing homes, seniors facilities, Mennonite Foundation).  When “duplicated dollars” 

are accounted for, this is about $175 million.  Mennonite Church Canada receives 

about 2.8% of this total. 

 

How do congregations spend their money?  

Overall, our congregations: 

a) Use 79-80% on local program ministry and related costs; 

b) Give 15-16% to other charitable causes within Canada (including Area 

Churches and Mennonite Church Canada); 

c) About 5% of their revenues end up being used for ministry beyond Canadian 

borders. 

 

Such significant financial investment of our body and through our body is a sign of God’s 



 

 

own generosity to us. It also reminds us of the responsibility this generates for us to be 

wise and effective with the resources that have been entrusted to each part of this 

Body.  We are truly a blessed people. With such blessing comes responsibility. It is 

important to choose our priorities wisely.  

 

We’ve talked a bit about our Vision: Healing and Hope, as well as the Priorities we’ve 

set. But how will we know when we’re successful at what we hope to do? We’ve worked 

hard at that question, and our Board has painted some word pictures that try to 

describe what success would look like. We call these “Outcome Statements.” And there 

are 12 or them. So let’s look at these word pictures that point to what we, all together, 

hope to accomplish: 

 

These outcomes, or indicators of success, are: 

 

1) We understand worship as central to who we are as God’s People. 

 

2) We have a strong and compelling identity as a global, Anabaptist, missional, 

peace church. 

 

3) We are a multi-cultural church in which all cultures feel at home and embraced. 

 

4) We are a church strongly inspired by an imagination that is nurtured by God’s 

coming Reign that is already among us. 

 

5) We encourage and have a diversity of congregational and leadership models. 

 

6) There is a strongly developed culture of call in our church in terms of discerning 

gifts and our call for leadership. 

 

7) Our church is growing because the call to faith and the reconciliation of the 

gospel is bearing fruit. 

 

8) Our church has a strong commitment to engaging the world with the reconciling 

gospel of Jesus, and we understand our most proper stance in ministry to be one 

of partnership.  

 

9) We have strong faith formation in our church from the cradle to the grave. 

 

10) Our church is unified on our basic affirmations of identity and faith. 

 

11) We have a vibrant inter-generation church with harmony and understanding 

among the generations. 

 

12) We are a generous church, joyfully giving our talents, time, and financial 



 

 

resources for the work and ministries of the church at all levels. 

This is truly an inspiring painting. We are grateful for all in the body who work diligently 

to inch us toward this painting becoming a reality in small, tiny, and bigger ways. We are 

grateful.    

 

But this presentation of MC Canada 101 would not be complete without a look at the 

challenges that lie before us as Mennonite Church Canada; and there are many. 

 

We can point to:  

• The shift in the demographic make-up of our church, and the profound 

implications that this picture presents.  

• Related to that, is the financial under-girding of what has been accomplished 

so far.  

• We certainly would need to mention that 21st century Canadian society is 

not in love with commitment to the church, partly due, surely, to what the 

church has and has not been over the last centuries. 

• We still don’t know for sure the impact of the post-modern world for our 

church.  

• We would mention the impact of the end of Christendom as we have known 

it, and the ushering in of a post-Christian society. 

• Connected to this are simultaneous trends of increased spirituality; 

inter-faith realities; a sense of anti-institutional bias, and the secularization of 

our society.  

• In addition we can point to the complexities posed by a militarized, 

consumerist, materialist, and individualist society. 

 

And we need to remind ourselves that the challenges identified here are not simply 

beyond the church; rather they are at the same time within the very DNA of the church 

itself. 

 

Recently, a pastor indicated to us that he gets up every morning, grateful to God and 

energized by the magnificent vision for the church articulated in Ephesians. And he goes 

to bed every night, after a long day of ministry, convinced that he’s been in Corinth. 

This is the ongoing reality of being the church in Canada. 

 

God has been faithful; God has formed a people; God will be faithful; God’s people will 

continue to be a presence of healing and hope. 

 

May we encourage each other to “be worthy of the vocation to which we have been 

called” (Ephes. 4:1). 

 

 


