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“What do you do, anyway?”
It’s a common question asked of Mennonite Church Canada. 
This at-a-glance look at a typical year (in this case 2011) in 
the life and ministry of your national church is a response to 
that question.

Through five Area Churches, over 220 congregations 
and the hands of thousands, Mennonite Church Canada 
ministries shape a people of God who spread the good 
news of God’s all-encompassing shalom across the street 
and around the world. More than simply a wish for “peace,” 
shalom embraces the breadth of Anabaptist theology and 
the vision of Mennonite Church Canada. It brings healing 
and hope by fostering harmony with God, with self, with 
others and with creation.

Just how wide is Mennonite Church Canada’s circle of 
influence?  Together, we minister in 26 countries including 
Canada. Through evangelism and church planting, 
education and leadership training, peace and conflict 
resolution training, community development, and ministry 
partnerships, we are growing relationships for God’s holistic 
vision of shalom inside the church and beyond.

We invite you to join us in celebration of all the ministry  
we do together. By sharing your precious space with us, you 
help us to find the prayer and financial support that enables 
us to grow God’s church together.

This ministry would not be possible without your support. 
Thank you for praying with us. Thank you sharing your 
financial resources and for volunteering your time to 
grow God’s Kingdom in the many ways you participate 
– from worship services and Sunday School classes to 
neighbourhood outreach projects, camps, food banks, 
daycares, the offices and board rooms of enterprise, and the 
programs of your Area and National churches. 

Thank you for helping build awareness of Mennonite 
Church Canada ministries. Your prayer and financial 
support enables us to grow God’s church together.

Growing Congregations Around the World
1. Your financial contributions to Mennonite Church 

Canada and your ongoing prayer support of Witness 
workers are key to growing congregations around the 
world.  We are grateful for both! To help keep you 
up-to-date with the latest information about all of 
our overseas workers, some of whom participate in 
short-term assignments, we are now publishing Witness 
Worker Update on a regular basis. Find the latest edition 
here: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1651

2. This year you helped to send five young adults abroad; 
Paul Dyck to China (with Radical Journey); Kayla 
Thiessen to Israel/Palestine (with SERVE Nazareth); 
Krystofer Penner  to Cuba (with a Canadian Mennonite 
University internship); and Jenna and Keith Grubaugh 
to Philippines (Witness internship assignment ). Thank 
you for your generosity! Mennonite Church Canada 
would like to help more young people test their gifts 
through internships or short-term service programs.

3. In Colombia, your gift to Mennonite Church Canada 
allowed us to join with the Colombian Mennonite 
church and several of its young congregations along 
the Northern coast - Bread of Life, Gethsemane, and 
Sahagun  - by assisting them with their initiatives in 
reaching out to their communities in children, youth, 
outreach programs and peace education. 

4. Seven church plants in nine years! That’s what 
Gamaliel and Amanda Falla have done in the ministry 
in Colombia.  In 2011, they celebrated the birth of 
a new congregation in the northern coastal city of 
Barranquilla. The congregation includes 25 adults and 
10 childre. The Fallas are Mennonite Church Canada 
partners through Mennonite Mission Network in 
Colombia. Thank you for enabling this ministry!

5. Three young churches in Brazil (São Paulo, Pará, and 
Maranhão) have an ambitious plan to triple the number 
of congregations in their respective states. Your financial 
support of Mennonite Church Canada allowed us to 
partner with the Alliance of Evangelical Mennonite 
Churches and is helping to make this possible. Thank 
you for bringing concrete expressions of hope and 
healing to Brazil!

Please consider sharing excerpts from this summary to 
report on our shared activities in church - at your annual 
congregational meeting, your bulletin boards, church 
newsletters, and Sunday morning bulletins.

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1651
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6. One hundred years of Mennonite ministry in India 
is cause for celebration in the In 2011 the Dhamtari 
(Mennonite) Conference. Thank you for your help in 
encouraging these brothers and sisters through a variety 
of ministries over the past century!

7. So many children came that new classrooms were 
needed for Pat and Rad Houmphan’s Compassion 
ministry program in Thailand. With your help, funding 
for the new spaces is enabling the Houmphan’s church 
plant – Living Water Church – reach out to many more 
children and their families. Thank you!

8. When massive floodwaters engulfed Bangkok, Thailand, 
the members of Living Water Church wanted to help. 
Mennonite Church Canada wired $3500 for Thailand 
Emergency Fund to workers Pat and Rad Houmphan. 
They assembled medicines, food hampers, and care 
packages and distributed them in Bangkok. Thank you!

9. Praise God! The Korea Anabaptist Center (KAC) and 
Connexus, KAC’s English language school, celebrated 10 
years of ministry in 2011. Although financial challenges have 
forced them into separate, lower rent locations, their vital 
ministry continues with your help. Thank you for enabling 
and encouraging a strong partnership between Mennonite 
Church Canada workers Erwin and Marian Wiens (KAC), 
Sarah Blackwell (Connexus),  and Hun and Sunny Lee 
(Onnuri community church, Seoul), and the growing 
number of Korean Anabaptists in Korea and beyond. 

10. Jeju Island in South Korea is an officially designated 
“Island of World Peace” and is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. But Korea’s military wanted to build a 
naval base on the protected region of the island. Thanks 
to your support, recent attempts to blast volcanic rock 
in preparation for construction were thwarted, and 
imprisoned resistors have been released. Together with 
the Korea Anabaptist Center, we were able to be a 
witness for non-violent peace.

11. Bob Dick (Chengdu) and Phil and Julie Bender (Dazhou) 
model Christ’s love through their roles as university English 
teachers in China. Their relationship building ministry feeds 
students’ deep spiritual hunger. Thank you for your generous 
support of these important and effective ministries.

12. Coffee for Peace is a model, fair trade business whose 
profits from award winning coffee partially fund the 
peace ministries of Daniel and Joji Pantoja in the 
tribally conflicted region of Mindanao, Philippines. 
Your generosity helps make this transformative ministry 
possible in Philippines. Thank you.

13. The size of the Peace Library at ANiSA (Anabaptist 
Network in South Africa) quadrupled this year! Your 
donations of 1,000 Anabaptist resources and the funds 
to ship them to South Africa made it possible. Thank 
you for responding with such enthusiasm to the book 
drive of Mennonite Church Canada workers Andrew 
and Karen Suderman in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

14. In February 2011, Mennonite Church Canada led 17 
people on a Learning Tour to visit ministry projects 
in Burkina Faso, West Africa. Although individual 
participants covered their own expenses, your support 
helped facilitate a journey that inspired broader support 
for the ministry we do together. Thank you!

15. Reaching out to people in another country, culture, and 
language requires training. Lillian and Norm Nicolson 
and their daughter, Nadine, are enhancing their French 
language skills to increase the scope of their ministry 
in Burkina Faso, where there is growing support for a 
church and Bible translators in the village of Tin. Thank 
you for supporting the Nicolsons!

16. There’s about to be a new church building in the capital 
city of Burkina Faso! Thanks to your gifts to the Foyer 
Evangélique Mennonite de Ouagadougou (FEMO) 
building fund, the congregation is well on its way to 
reaching the $40,000 goal. This congregation, comprised 
mostly of university students, will provide a base for 
community outreach projects.  

17. When Mennonite Church Canada worker Jeff 
Warkentin, 32, died suddenly in Calgary, Alberta, 
on Sat. Sept. 24, 2011, you prayed, encouraged, and 
inspired a young family suffering an immense loss. Jeff 
and his wife Tany served the Mennonite Church in 
Burkina Faso with passion and conviction for six years. 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers for the Jeff ’s wife 
Tany, their three young children, Danika (9), Asher 
(7) and Kenai (3), their extended family, friends and 
global church community. Your caring responses showed 
how blessed we all are to be part of a compassionate 
community of believers.
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Growing Congregations at Home
18. Together, we are growing congregations across the 

country. Your gifts to Mennonite Church Canada 
support the creation of Anabaptist materials specifically 
designed to meet a variety of needs – from worship 
and educational tools to faith-building seminars and 
gatherings. They also allow us to generate practical 
materials for the business of being the church – 
from hiring pastors and negotiating their salaries to 
understanding Canada Revenue Agency guidelines.

19. In November, selected Mennonite Church Canada staff 
attended the Church Planting Congress in Winnipeg, 
MB, to learn more about planting churches in a post-
Christendom world. Your financial support helps us 
attend events like this. Thank you. 

20. Your encouragement and financial support have  
helped develop Being a Faithful Church (BFC),  
a process designed to build capacity for healthy, faithful 
scripture discernment among our congregations.  
A Scripture Discernment and Feedback Tool  
(www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1663) and a Summary 
Report of Delegate Feedback (www.mennonitechurch.ca/
tiny/1636) are now available. Thank you.

21. Thanks to your support Mennonite Church Canada is 
able to maintain the Ministerial Leadership Information 
database that helps congregations find pastors to match their 
context. Your gifts helps search committees find pastors.

22. In 2011, Mennonite Church Canada developed 
downloadable worship resources for Many People’s 
Sunday, Education Sunday, World Communion Sunday, 
Missions Sunday and more. Find these and other worship 
materials at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/482. 

23. The Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre offers 
a growing array of cross-cultural resources.  In 2011 
visitors made over 100,000 downloads of these and other 
resources. Your financial contributions make these well-
used publications possible. Thank you!

24. Mennonite Church Canada is working to include children 
as it develops resources. Downloadable booklets for Lent 
At-home and Advent At home include colouring pages 
featuring Chris and his mischievous feathered friend, 
Selah.  “My Worship ‘n Colour Book 1” is also availabale for 
download. Your support helps us produce materials that 
include children: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1686. 

25. When you share your original worship resources with 
the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre, you 
are supporting ministry with your gifts of time and talent 
– and you offer a valuable gift that others can download 
and use. Thank you!

26. Your financial generosity means we can add hundreds 
of new book titles, DVDs, and electronic items to the 
Resource Centre at an average of three new items each 
day. Thousands in and beyond Mennonite Church 
Canada can access this ministry online, 24/7. Thank you!

27. Mennonite Church Canada staff visited congregations well 
over 300 times on to resource Sunday worship times and 
adult education classes in 2011. We welcome your invitations.

28. In 2011, the Mennonite Church Canada Resource 
Centre sent more than 30 displays to Area Church 
and congregational resourcing events such as Mission 
Festivals, teaching events, and more.  

29. Your support is strengthening the way we worship 
God through music. Mennonite Church Canada and 
Mennonite Church USA have created a 5-part study 
guide; The Heart of Mennonite Worship: Five Vital 
Rhythms (http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1675) 
and an on-line survey (http://www.mpn.net/worship/) 
 to share your congregation’s perspectives. Your 
participation helps us help you.

30. Each year hundreds of people make personal 
reconnections with their family, their church, their 
community – and often re-discover their faith roots. 
Your support enables Mennonite Heritage Centre staff, 
Alf Redekopp, Connie Wiebe and Conrad Stoesz, to 
archive the history of the Mennonite church and its 
people. Thank you!

31. Otto Klassen’s film documentary, Escape via Moscow 
1929, chronicles a piece of Mennonite faith history that 
should never be forgotten. Your support of Mennonite 
Church Canada’s Heritage Centre helped to screen the 
film. Thank you for helping to share Mennonite history!

32. Mennonite Church Canada’s Mennonite Heritage 
Centre presented stories of our Mennonite faith and 
history at events such as the unveiling of Winkler’s 
Heritage Wall,  a junior high retreat in Saskatchewan,  a 
Canadian Mennonite University class and at genealogy 
and local history events in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
Thank you for helping to make this happen!

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1663
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1636
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1636
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/482
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1686
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1675
http://www.mpn.net/worship/
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33. Through your generosity, the Mennonite Heritage 
Centre of Mennonite Church Canada is able to facilitate 
the development and distribution of selected new and 
used books on Mennonite life and history. Thank you!

34. The Mennonite Heritage Centre Art Gallery builds 
bridges between different cultures and faiths. Over 
the past 2 years, the gallery program “In the Spirit of 
Humanity” has reached more than 2,000 students of 
non-Christian faith who are newly arrived in Canada. 
Your support of the gallery is changing lives. Thank you!

35. Art helps build bridges and inspire others toward faithful 
living. Your gifts helped support seven exhibits at Mennonite 
Church Canada’s Heritage Centre Gallery in 2011.

36. Mennonite Church Canada Assemblies could not happen 
without the help of hundreds of volunteers. Thank you for 
generously contributing your precious time!

37. At Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2011, 
Remembering God’s Future, Nelson Kraybill, Loren Johns 
and John H. Neufeld presented important teaching 
from Revelation 21 and 22 – and your financial support 
enabled us to record those presentations. You will find 
those recordings and other materials from Assembly 
2011 here: http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/
waterloo2011/  Thank you for helping us to share a 
new perspective of Revelation and God’s promise of 
reconciliation!

38. Each episode of Mennonite Church Canada’s radio 
podcast, Church Matters, features guests who speak to 
challenging themes of why the church matters in the 
world today.  Your support helps bring these stories  
to listeners. You can access Church Matters at  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/158 or on iTunes.

39. The Mennonite Church Canada Facebook group 
was launched in 2010 and since that time has grown 
to 352 members who engage in conversations about 
current issues surrounding life, faith and the church.  
Join the conversation at  www.facebook.com/groups/
mennonitechurchcanada/  Your support of Mennonite 
Church Canada makes it possible to connect with the 
church and beyond through social media.  Thank you! 

40. In the past year, 11 videos have been uploaded  
to Mennonite Church Canada YouTube  at  
www.youtube.com/mennonitechurchca and received 
more than 3800 views!  Thank you for watching!

41. In 2011, Mennonite Church Canada’s website at  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/ received an average of almost 
17,000 unique visitors each month! Your support is 
helping make this web site a valuable ministry outreach.

Growing Peace
42. In a world beleaguered by violence, there is an increasing 

hunger for the peace-oriented principals of Anabaptist 
theology.  With your support, Mennonite Church Canada 
is taking part in a number of peace initiatives in the church 
and beyond, communicating the message that non-violent 
conflict resolution is possible.

43. Willard Metzger, Executive Director of Mennonite 
Church Canada, was one of about 100 religious leaders 
across a spectrum of faiths who attended a meeting with 
Members of Parliament about the development of a 
Canadian Office for Religious Freedom. Willard brought 
a message of non-violence and conscientious objection 
to this meeting with the Canadian government. Your 
support helped achieve that.

44. Willard Metzger, Executive Director of Mennonite 
Church Canada, was part of an Inter Faith delegation of 
national faith/church leaders who gathered at Parliament 
Hill to urge federal government leaders to honour 
Canada’s commitments towards the UN’s Millennium 
Development Goals.

45. Bridging cultural divides and fostering respect among 
all people is core to God’s call. Uniting people that 
might otherwise be divided has been a key ministry 
of Mennonite Church Canada’s Mennonite Heritage 
Centre Gallery since its inception in 1998. Recently, 
curator Ray Dirks was honoured by Canadian 
Mennonite University as the 2011 recipient of the CMU 
Blazer Distinguished Community Service Award for his 
work with refugees and new Canadians. Ray couldn’t do 
what he does toward building peace and understanding 
without your support. Thank you!

46. Anabaptist Networks are multiplying around the 
world! Mennonite Church Canada has played a key 
role in establishing Anabaptist networks and facilitating 
resource–sharing among church communities in China, 
Colombia, the United Kingdom, France, South Africa 
and more. Thank you for helping to share Anabaptist 
theological materials promoting of peace, discipleship, 
mission and reformative faith.

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/158
www.facebook.com/groups/mennonitechurchcanada/
www.facebook.com/groups/mennonitechurchcanada/
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/
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47. Mennonite Church Canada is using social media and 
www.liveforpeace.org to share stories of on-the-ground 
peacebuilding and to encourage discussions about peace. 
By the end of November, 2011, over 5,000 unique 
visitors had made their way to the site, some visiting it 
several times and viewing an average of over 8800 pages 
per month. Thank you for supporting the peacebuilding 
efforts of Mennonite Church Canada. Friend the 
LiveFor Peace page on Facebook!

Growing Leaders
48. Your financial support gives wings to Mennonite Church 

Canada leaders in many ways – from ensuring a future 
pool of pastors for congregations to bringing leaders 
together for professional development and networking. 
Thank you for your support of pastors.

49. Seventy pastors, church, staff, and business leaders 
registered for the Global Leadership Summit in Sept. 
2011. Eight percent of the survey respondents said they 
would attend again, if offered. Registration was paid for 
through a partnership with Max Canada Insurance and 
subsidized by the organizing host, Willow Creek Canada 
Leadership Centre. 

50. When people meet together, they learn together. The 
2011 bi-national gathering of Mennonite Church 
Canada Area Church Ministers and MC USA 
Conference Ministers provides leadership support and 
networking for regional levels of leadership. Thank you 
for supporting such activities.

51. Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church 
British Columbia co-hosted a leadership training 
semester (Feb.-June 2011) for MCBC multi-cultural 
leaders using the Pastoral Studies Distance Education 
material developed by our partner school, Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. Thank you for the 
donations that made this event possible.  

52. Mennonite Church Canada’s Company of 1000 
leadership development fund helped 15 people from 
Canada, Cuba, and Chile grow in their learning and 
exploration of church ministry.

53. Your support helped make this possible.

54. Mennonite Church Canada’s Company of 1000 
leadership development fund sent five students from 
Conrad Grebel University College and Canadian 
Mennonite University in the Ministry Inquiry Program, 
which helps young people explore their gifts for ministry 
in a local congregation. Thank you for your gifts to the 
Company of 1,000.

Growing Connections with First Peoples
55. The experiences of Canada’s First Nations people at the 

hands of colonizers parallels our own, often forgotten 
Mennonite story, says Steve Heinrichs, Director of 
Native Ministry for Mennonite Church Canada. With 
your help, national church staff have walked with and 
supported those whose painful stories of abuse and 
segregation are being heard at Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. Your support helps make 
this ministry possible. 

56. Manitoba Partnership Circles, a collaborative project 
of Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church 
Manitoba partners Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
churches to build bridges and hear inspiring guest 
speakers such as Terry LeBlanc, executive director of 
North American Institute for Indigenous Theological 
Studies (NAIITS). Thanks to your support, the seeds of 
new relationships are being planted and are growing.

57. Mennonite Church Canada worked with Coreena 
Froese on a research project to discover the level of 
interest in Mennonite communities for engaging with 
Indigenous neighbours, and explored approaches for 
future involvement. Your gifts helped support this 
Mennonite/Aboriginal assessment project in  Winnipeg 
and Vancouver/Fraser Valley. Thank you.

58. Your interest in First Nations issues, your willingness to 
learn more about them led to Mennonites visiting a Six 
Nations community, cultural museum, residential school 
and reclamation site near Caledonia, Ontario as part of 
the 2011 Mennonite Church Canada Assembly. There 
were more interested participants than space available. 
Thank you for your support of Native Ministry.

http://www.liveforpeace.org
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59. Steve Heinrichs Mennonite Church Canada’s Director 
of Native Ministry, is passionate about becoming better 
nieghbours with our host peoples, the Indigenous 
communities in Canada. Your support has enabled 
Steve visit four congregations across Canada (New 
Brunswick, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and B.C.) to 
develop further interest in growing friendships with First 
Nations peoples. Thank you for your encouragement and 
financial support of this important relationship-building 
ministry of reconciliation. , 

60. Making connections with other Mennonite agencies is 
an important part of the work of Mennonite Church 
Canada Native Ministry. In November, your dollars 
helped Steve Heinrichs, Director,Native Ministry 
to connect with the Mennonite Central Committee 
Aboriginal Neighbours Network in Chehalis, on 
traditional Chehalis First Nation Territory near 
Vancouver, and learning about the life-giving social 
justice work that Mennonites are doing in collaboration 
with Indigenous peoples. 

61. Although Mennonite Church Canada and its 
predecessor organizations were not affiliated with the 
residential school, Timber Bay Home in Montreal Lake, 
Sask., Mennonite Church Canada and members of the 
Mennonite community are walking with survivors of 
the school in their struggle for healing. Thank you for 
supporting this important process of healing.

Growing Diversity
62. Mennonite Church Canada is growing through 

congregations of non-traditional, European background. 
Your support provides the ways and means to strengthen 
leadership in these congregations. Mennonite Church 
Canada and Mennonite Church British Columbia hosted 
a leadership training semester (Feb.-June 2011) for 
MCBC multi-cultural leaders on the theme of Anabaptist 
History and Thought, using the Pastoral Studies Distance 
Education material developed by our partner school, 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Goshen, IN.

63. How can the church witness to Christ with greater 
integrity? Willard Metzger of Mennonite Church Canada 
and other church and mission leaders wrestled with that 
question at the Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious 
World event. Your support for Mennonite Church Canada 
is helping believers leanr from the mistakes of the past.

64. Short term, Special teaching Assignments are proving 
invaluable to ministry partners around the world. In 
2011, Mennonite Church Canada sent Palmer Becker 
to Israel/Palestine, China, Thailand and Vietnam; and 
Robert J. Suderman and his wife Irene to Cuba. Your 
are helping to share God’s love and Jesus teachings, with 
others around the world.  Thank you.

Growing our response to crisis
65. Canada’s international mining activity is gaining an 

increasingly bad reputation in some countries. Willard 
Metzger, Mennonite Church Canada’s Executive 
Director attended an Ecumenical Conference on Mining 
to learn more about the issue and how the church can 
speak into the injustices that support a lifestyle and 
economy in Canada that is increasingly under scrutiny.

66. Mennonite Church Canada is one of a small group 
of churches calling on government leaders to address 
issues of climate justice. Increasing numbers of people 
are being affected by drought or flooding, displacement 
and reduced access to food – conditions that can lead to 
violence as people struggle to survive. It’s not a matter 
of whose science is correct, says Willard Metzger, 
Executive Director of Mennonite Church Canada. 
The planet and all that is in it is a gift from God, and 
we have not been treating this gift with the respect it 
deserves. Your national church has voiced the moral and 
biblical imperative for climate justice at to Federal MPs 
in Ottawa, the Canadian Council of Churches, and the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Durban 
South Africa.  With your help, we can continue to share 
biblical/faith perspectives of climate justice.

67. Canada’s crime omnibus Bill C-10 threatens to aggravate 
already overcrowded jails and siphon much needed 
money away from social programs and other proactive 
crime-reduction initiatives. Mennonite Church 
Canada staff Vic Thiessen, Executive Minister, Church 
Engagement and Elsie Rempel, Formation Consultant, 
attended a rally challenging the purported benefits of Bill 
C-10. Your national church is working to voice concern 
for both victims of crime while wishing to reform 
perpetrators in the best way possible.


