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Moving Forward with Being a Faithful Church
A Recommended timetable for the Mennonite Church Canada’s Being a Faithful Church Process.

Topic for discernment: Sexuality 

Preamble: The Being a Faithful Church 
Task Force, under the direction of the 
Mennonite Church Canada General Board, 
recommends the following timetable 
for a discernment process on the broad 
topic of sexuality. Resources will be 
provided to support this process. These 
may include a website listing resources 
and webinars offering opportunities to 
hear from people with special gifts in 
the area under discernment. In addition, 
there may be helpful activities initiated 
by congregations, Area Churches and 
groups that could be shared. Making 
use of our present gatherings and Area 
Church Assemblies to engage the process 
will be encouraged. For example, Area 
Churches may want to work at some of 
the questions at their Annual Assemblies, 
Pastors conferences or other regular 
meetings. The recommended timetable:

1. July 2012: Assuming delegates affirm 
the Scriptural Interpretation paper 
at the July 2012 Assembly, the BFC 
Task Force will prepare a resource to 
support its use. This resource will assist 
congregations and Area Churches to 
use the scriptural interpretation “paths 
and ditches” in discernment. The 
resource will ask for suggestions on 
which questions of sexuality should be 

discerned first. Feedback from Assembly 
2011 suggested it may be helpful to 
focus on sexuality issues such as co-
habitation or pornography, before that 
of same sex relationships.

2. September 2012: The Scriptural 
Interpretation paper and support 
materials will be distributed for 
ongoing study by congregations, 
groups, individuals and scholars. 

3. January 31, 2013: Responses to 
the question on discerning issues of 
sexuality are submitted by January 31, 
2013 to the Being a Faithful Church 
Task Force.

4. March 2013: The General Board 
determines which sexuality question(s) 
will be discerned on the basis of the 
responses. A second support resource 
will be developed to work at the 
specific question(s) that were selected 
for discernment.

5. July 2013: This new resource (BFC6) 
will be shared, asking that responses to 
the work on the sexuality question(s) 
be submitted to the BFC Task Force by 
January 31, 2014.

6. March 2014: The General Board 
considers the responses and learnings 
to date and approves the direction 
and next steps (BFC7) for Delegate 
Assembly 2014 consideration.

7. July 2014 Assembly: Consideration 
of the BFC process by delegates, 
refinement and approval of the 
direction and steps.

8. September 2014: A third resource 
(BFC8) is prepared and distributed for 
discernment which focuses specifically 
on same-sex relationships. Responses 
to be submitted to the BFC Task Force 
by January 31, 2015. 

9. July 2015: The General Board 
proposes a direction (BFC9) for testing 
with congregations, groups, church 
bodies, individuals, and scholars, until 
Jan 31, 2016.

10. July 2016: General Board makes 
recommendations to the Delegate 
Assembly 2016 which speaks again 
to the particular question on same 
sex relationships. When the church 
speaks again, it can say the same thing 
as it has said in the past, or nuance 
something we have said before, or say 
something new. Please reference Being 
a Faithful Church Paper #1 (2009) 
for more discussion on the church 
speaking again. 
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