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Comedic exegesis inspires 
understanding
- Deborah Froese

Ted Swartz studied to become a congregational 
pastor but discovered that his true calling placed 
him on stage rather than behind a pulpit, using 
“comedic exegesis” to encourage scriptural 
understanding. 

“It wasn’t my intention to become an actor and a 
writer, but that was what happened,” Swartz says.

Swartz is the founding member of Ted and 
Company, a team of players who use humour 
to explore scripture and social justice issues.  
He’s producing two video sketches specially 
commissioned for Mennonite Church Canada’s 
Assembly 2012, taking place in Vancouver, BC, 
July 12-15.  A live appearance wasn’t possible due 
to a previously arranged family commitment.

For Swartz, the assembly theme, Dusting off 
the Bible for the 21st Century, evokes a strong, 
visceral response that has influenced his sketches. 
He points to King Josiah’s encounter with the 
long-forgotten book of God (2 Kings 22). “I’m 
envisioning a cluttered back room and dusty 
scrolls…a quirky prophet who is misunderstood 
and a bit of an outcast. He’s the kind of guy 
that if you saw him coming, you’d move to the 
opposite side of the street.”

Another sketch, drawn from the “road 
to Emmaus” story (Luke 24), inspired 
the character of an old Jewish man who 
recounts a story passed down over four 
generations. “What was so intriguing for 
me about this story is that when bread is 
broken, Jesus is revealed. That’s astounding. 
When something is broken, something is 
discovered. In this case, God is revealed. 
There’s humour and a certain amount of 
pathos in that.”

So how did a fellow who wanted to become 
a pastor find himself writing, performing 
and producing comedy?  Swartz says it 
happened in 1987 when he began his 
pastoral education. During drama classes, 
he discovered that “the acting and theatre 
world connected with me more deeply than 
anything else I had ever done.”

Around the same time, Swartz met fellow actor 
and comedian, the late Lee Eshleman.  “Lee and 
I worked together on ideas that made us laugh,” 
Swartz says. “We were comedic soul mates.”   
The two worked together until Eshlemen’s 
death in 2007.

Despite his success on the stage, Swartz spent 
a number of years feeling angst over his strong 

attraction to theatre.  His congregation at that 
time, Plains Mennonite Church in Lansdale, 
Pennsylvania, was funding the pastoral education 
that fuelled his desire to write and perform. 

“Initially they weren’t happy about it,” Swartz says, 
“Theatre and arts in general weren’t considered 
viable careers and didn’t seem to be a consistent 
choice with a calling to serve and be a pastor.” 

Swartz says that the congregation is now one of 
Ted and Company’s biggest supporters.   “Once 
they saw and understood what was coming out of 
seminary and my relationship with Lee and the 
biblical story, they saw it as a completely different 
approach to theology, but still something 
sustainable and useful.”

Swartz lives in Harrisonburg, Virginia, with 
his wife Sue where they attend Community 
Mennonite. The couple have three married 
sons; Eliot (Katrina), Ian (Hannah), and Derek 
(Chelsea). His memoir, Laughter is Sacred 
Space, is expected from MennoMedia in Sept. 
2012.  Ted and Company is currently developing 
a touring show to accompany the book’s release.

For a preview of Ted Swartz’s approach  
to “comedic exegesis”, see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1760.

Living by  
the Word

In 1972, reading 
scripture formed an 
essential component 
of public worship 
for many Mennonite 
congregations.

- from the Archives  
at Mennonite Church 
Canada Heritage 
Centre.



2

Newsthe

-Deborah Froese

Winnipeg, Man. —North American churches forget how special 
Anabaptism is, say Erwin and Marian Wiens, recently returned from 
Korea from an assignment with Mennonite Church Canada.

The Wienses are no strangers to South Korea. Ten years ago, they 
served as church development leaders in the Jesus Village Church 
( JVC) in Chuncheon. Their ministry, along with the efforts of 
workers who followed, planted and nurtured seeds of grace and 
faith. In 2010, they returned as Resource Workers to serve the 
wider Anabaptist community through Mennonite Church Canada’s 
partner, Korea Anabaptist Center, and discovered that those seeds 
have borne fruit.

Anabaptist theology and its grass-roots, biblically based approach 
to life has generated plenty of interest in the early church model.  
“There are so many mega churches [in South Korea] where there isn’t 
community or networking, where people feel like spectators,” Erwin 
says. “The broader church emphasizes salvation in terms of sacrificial 
atonement of Christ for sin, but there is no instruction about Jesus’ life 
or teachings.” The early church model is different.  “The appeal of that 
kind of community-based church is strong,” Erwin says. 

In 2002, about 50 people regularly attended worship services at JVC. By 
the time the Wienses returned in 2010, attendance had doubled and more 
women were involved in leadership—a direct result of Marian’s example, 
the congregation says.  

JVC is thinking strategically about the years ahead. Rather than risk 
growing into a larger, less personal entity, the entire congregation is being 
trained as servant leaders so that they can divide and multiply. To ensure 
they maintain a “priesthood of all believers”, (1 Peter 2:9) JVC has avoided 
the one-person-in-charge scenario through the leadership of four couples 
who are members rather than hiring pastors.

Despite their desire to maintain a small community, JVC is acutely aware of 
belonging to something larger. They are Associate members of Mennonite 
World Conference—and they are missionally minded. One family from 
Jesus Village Church teaches Korean at a university in Laos, using the 
opportunity to model a Christian lifestyle and open doors to conversations 
about faith. A lawyer in the congregation determined that the local 
community needed a shelter for abused women, so she started one. Both 
efforts are supported by JVC.  

The Wienses report that Anabaptism is also influencing the way other 
church communities serve. Daejeon, located in the heart of South Korea, 
has a population of one million, with 500 Baptist churches in the region. 
Dream Community Church may seem small by comparison, with about 
75 members, but the congregation offers something different. It specializes 
in ministry for severely handicapped children and young adults. In Busan, 
the Hanwoori Church, related to the Church of the Brethren, operates on a 
model of simplicity. They meet frequently in smaller groups, but also meet 
once a month as a larger congregation. 

Korean Anabaptists have a strong relationship to scripture. “At JVC, 
weekly bulletins list the readings for each day. They take it very seriously,” 
Erwin says.

The Wienses have many stories to share about their encounters with people 
curious about Anabaptism—from a growing relationship with a women 
they encountered during daily subway travel to Yong Ha Bae, a Korean 
publisher who was so interested in Anabaptist materials that he published 
a Korean translation of The Naked Anabaptist.  It was released in 2011 
and has been inspiring people across the country since. He also made 
arrangements with Herald Press to publish future Korean translations of 
their Anabaptist materials.

And then there is the story of Jimmy Kim. Before the Wienses returned 
to South Korea, Erwin pastored at Trinity Mennonite Church in Calgary. 
Jimmy came from South Korea to visit his aunt and uncle who worshipped 
there. He had left his wife and young daughter to seek a divorce. Through 
conversation with Erwin, Jimmy learned more about New Testament 
teachings of grace and love, which contrasted sharply with what he had 
learned about Old Testament law. “It really grabbed his heart and he 
decided to give his marriage another chance,” Erwin says. 

When the Wienses met up with Jimmy upon their return to South Korea, 
they discovered that he had recommitted to his wife and daughter, and the 
couple now have an infant son. “Jimmy said ‘I will stay committed to this 
marriage because of God’s grace,’” Erwin recalls.

“Korean churches generally depend heavily on the Old Testament, because 
the Old Testament caters to a legal system and you can structure that,” 
Erwin says. It connects with the structured and formal elements of Korean 
culture. “These are foreign concepts to the heart language of love and grace 
that Jesus taught.” 

The interest in Anabaptism is spreading greatly.  “We were surprised and 
amazed that there was so much interest,” Marian says. “Anabaptism is a 
jewel. I think Canadian and American churches forget the specialness of 
it, but Koreans are seeing that. They may be idealistic about it but they are 
attracted to what it represents.”

Spreading the Word Erwin and Marian Wiens in South Korea

Photo by Deborah Froese
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Gather ’Round cosponsors conference  
on children and youth
- Melodie Davis

Washington, D.C. — An 
innovative conference on children 
and youth ministry, held in early 
May in Washington, D.C., drew 
well over 400 people from Canada, 
the U.S. and several other countries 
including Australia. 

Mennonite Church Canada 
sponsored lodging for 10 Mennonite 
church representatives from Canada 
to promote the event as well as 
to encourage and support the 
connections between those who 
advocate for children.

Canadians played an important role 
in the gathering. Founder and chief 
planner of the event, Dave Csinos, 
a Mennonite doctoral student at 
University of Toronto, summarized 
the conference’s purpose: 
“Whatever our faith tradition, 
wherever we live, we are united in 
shared convictions that the vitality 
of the church depends on children 
and youth. Young people are dear 
to God’s heart.” Csinos’s research focuses on 
intercultural ministry with children.

Elsie Rempel, Mennonite Church Canada’s 
formation consultant led a workshop entitled 
“Prayer Journeys with Children.” Rempel found 
the conference inspirational and appreciated the 
opportunity to connect with others in her area of 
ministry. “Those of us who advocate for children 
as part of the worshiping, serving, learning 
community are scattered sparsely across the 
church, like strong seasoning, and can feel lonely 
in our ministry.” 

Conference worship sessions were co-led by 
Bryan Moyer Suderman, a Mennonite musician 
and composer from Stouffville, Ontario who 
has frequently shared his music at Mennonite 
Church Canada gatherings. 

Speakers included Brian McLaren, John 
Westerhoff III, Almeda Wright, Tony Campolo, 
Shane Claiborne, Jim Wallis, Ivy Beckwith, and 53 
other influential leaders in Christian formation. 

“We induct kids into a form of Christian faith 
that no longer works for increasing numbers 

of adults,” said Brian McLaren in his keynote 
address. “We need to figure out why people drop 
out [of church] and how we can change to help 
them stay.” McLaren said evangelicals as well as 
most protestant mainline denominations were 
losing youth at a very large rate—with only 
around 20 percent staying in the church. 

Mennonite/Brethren leaders who spoke at 
the conference included Gather ‘Round staff 
members Anna Speicher and Rose Stutzman, 
who led a workshop entitled, “Sunday 
School That Doesn’t Have All the Answers,” 
and Rebecca Seiling and Amy Gingerich of 
MennoMedia who presented a plenary panel on 
teaching peacemaking to children.

Gather ’Round, the Sunday school curriculum 
co-published by Brethren Press and MennoMedia, 
cosponsored the conference. Between 45 and 50 
Mennonite and Church of the Brethren pastors, 
youth leaders, and Christian education and 
curriculum specialists attended the various panels, 
presentations, and workshops. 

Shane Claiborne, author and founding partner of 

The Simple Way community, noted, “We will not 
lose our youth because we have entertained them 
too much, but because we haven’t challenged 
them enough and trusted them with the gospel.”

Conrad Grebel 
University College

Seek wisdom,  
nurture faith,  

and pursue justice and peace  
in service to  

church and society

grebel.ca

Check out our 
Residence and  

Academic 
programs 

From left to right; MennoMedia staff Rebecca Seiling (Waterloo) and Amy Gingerich (Harrisonburg), keynote speaker Tony 
Campolo, and event planner David Csinos (Toronto). Photo provided.
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Introducing Jennifer Otto  
and Gregory Rabus
- Deborah Froese.

Winnipeg, Man. — Jennifer Otto and Gregory Rabus, from Ontario 
and Connecticut respectively, have accepted an invitation to lead an 
urban church plant in southern Germany in partnership with the 
Verband deutscher Mennonitengemeinden (VdM) and the Deutsches 
Mennonitisches Missionskomitee (DMMK).  

While Otto and Rabus complete advanced studies in Tübingen, Germany, 
they have been developing relationships with partner congregations, and 
are engaged in language learning as they plan for their future ministry. They 
expect to move from Tübingen to a city in Southern Germany (the exact 
location is still being discerned), to begin their ministry full-time upon 
completion of their studies in the fall of 2013. 

The couple met while teaching English in Japan and together have 
experience in a variety of denominational settings.  Otto grew up as an 
active participant in Steinmann Mennonite Church (Baden, Ont.) and 
spent three years in Montreal as a youth coordinator at St. George’s 
Anglican Church. While there, she attended Mennonite Fellowship of 
Montreal, meeting in the Maison de l’amitié (House of Friendship) and 
spent one year in the Maison’s student residence.

Rabus grew up in a Lutheran church in Connecticut and says, “My 
Lutheran pastor says that if he was a man with more courage he would 
be Mennonite.” Montreal Mennonite was for him a vibrant expression of 
church, where he says that individual participation was very important and 
deliberate care for each other was expressed.

Rabus speaks English, French and German, and is learning Hebrew and 
Arabic while he works toward his Masters in Middle Eastern Studies. “That’s 
my passion, he says, “working with other cultures and other languages.” 

Otto completed her Masters in Church History at McGill, and is 
now undertaking PhD studies that focus on the formation of church 
communities in the early Church.

“My hope for this assignment is that we would be able to use the experience 
that we’ve developed in many places, most recently Montreal, to build 
the kind of communities that help to sustain strong relationships among 
members in their joys and sorrows,” she says.

Financial Report: Randy Wiebe, CFO
-Dan Dyck

Randy Wiebe, Mennonite Church Canada’s CFO, reported to delegates 
at Assembly 2012 that while total revenues increased by $55,000 over 
the previous year, the fiscal year ending Jan. 31, 2012 still ended with a 
$129,000 deficit, which was covered by draws on reserves. Wiebe flashed 
a graph on screen showing the continuing downward trend in overall 
revenue since 2004, and warned that increasing or even maintaining current 
programming is not possible over the long term given the downward trend.

Wiebe also graciously thanked the body for meeting by half a challenge 
issued at assembly 2011 to increase giving over the previous year by 
$150,000, resulting in $75,000 in increased giving.

Leadership presented a motion to change the fiscal year end date from 
Jan. 31 to Sept. 30. In a typical year, 40% of annual revenue arrives in the 
final quarter of the year – from Oct. through Dec. However, the national 
church also experiences atypical years when the final quarter does not meet 
expectations, leaving no time for corrective action, said Willard Metzger, 
Executive Director.

“To be clear, changing the fiscal year end will not bring in more money,” said 
Metzger, but help start the year from a strong position rather than increased 
risk of ending the year in a weak position.

Delegate Peter Rempel raised a concern that the interim shorter fiscal year 
will end in a large deficit that will be carried forward. Wiebe responded that 
there will be a deficit in the short year, but the following longer fiscal year 
will balance things out.

Henry Paetkau asked how the delegate body will vote on an annual budget 
now that the national church will meet biennially, and Aldred Neufeld 
noted that bylaws require delegates to approve the budget.

Metzger responded that the General Board will be responsible to present a 
2-year budget and will have greater responsibility for communicating to the 
delegate body in years when no assembly will be held.

The proposed budget and the change to a Sept. 30 fiscal year-end date were 
both passed by delegates.

Photo by Deborah Froese.
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A gift beyond price
-Deborah Froese

Winnipeg, Man. — The Bible was such an 
integral part of Tom Yoder Neufeld’s life that 
he can’t recall a time without it. His earliest 
memory of scripture brings to mind salty 
air and open seas. He taught himself to read 
German using the New Testament while 
travelling across the ocean with his parents on 
their first European mission assignment. 

“I had just turned 7,” he says.  “I knew enough 
German to sound out the words.”

Yoder Neufeld is a keynote speaker for 
Mennonite Church Canada’s Assembly 2012,  
a Bible study conference, Dusting off the Bible 
for the 21st Century in Vancouver, B.C.  
July 12-15.

The Professor of Religious Studies (New 
Testament) for Conrad Grebel University 
College at the University of Waterloo has 
come a long way since that first ocean voyage 
of discovery, but he still recalls his next big 
breakthrough.  He was given a New English Bible 
translation of the entire New Testament. 

“Because it was then a fresh translation and 
in paragraph format, rather than the more 
traditional columns, I suddenly found myself 
reading past the obligatory 10 verses for 

devotion, or even past the chapter divisions. 
This was a new experience—from oracles to 
narratives.”

Little did he know that he would spend his 
professional life reading “whole swaths” of the 
Bible at once, while digging deeper into its 
meaning. “I have never lost the mix of curiosity, 
serious wrestling, and outright pleasure at 
studying the Bible, always listening, hopefully, to 
the voice of God midst the multiplicity of human 
voices the Bible records.”

His chosen profession has not allowed his own 
Bible to gather dust, but he is aware that for 
some, including many Mennonites, the Bible has 
fallen into disuse. “There are numerous factors, 
I’m sure. It may even be that folks like me need 
to take some responsibility for that in giving the 
impression that if you really want to understand 
the Bible, you need experts to help you.” Yet, 
he says, the Bible is “the record of our long and 
ongoing conversation with God.” The Bible is 
intended for everyone.

“I hope we leave Vancouver with renewed trust 
and faith,” he says, “less in the Bible than in the 
God who speaks to us in and through it, less in 
the words of the Bible than in the Word made 
flesh. But how would we know about that God, 

about that Word, were it not for the word(s) we 
call ‘Bible’? I hope we leave Vancouver deeply 
grateful to God for this gift beyond price.”  

Tom Yoder Neufeld received a doctorate in New 
Testament from the Harvard University Divinity School. 
He has written a number of books and commentaries 
about the New Testament, including Ephesians in the 
Believers Church Bible Commentary series (Herald 
Press, 2002), Recovering Jesus: The Witness of the New 
Testament (Brazos Press, 2007, )and most recently, 
Killing Enmity: Violence and the New Testament (Baker 
Academic 2011). Photo courtesy CGUC.

Art Space at Assembly 2012
- Deborah Froese

For the third year in a row, an art exhibit will be featured with Mennonite Church Canada’s 
Annual Assembly. Heritage Centre Gallery curator and artist, Ray Dirks pulled the exhibit 
together with the help of Laura Eriksson of B.C.

Laura is a calligraphy artist who has contributed several pieces to the exhibit.  “The two pieces 
I am submitting hang at Peace Mennonite Church, as I lettered them for their 25th and 30th 
anniversary. On Friday, I will also have some of my personal Biblical-text-journals present, as 
they are my own calligraphic way of daily ‘listening to the Word’, quite in keeping with the 
theme of the Assembly.”

Art Space is located in Westminster Salon 3 and open 12:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, and 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. on Sunday.

Laura Eriksson’s “Revere and Sing” based on Psalm 67, in 
watercolour and gouache, was created for the 30th Anniversary 
of Peace Mennonite Church, Richmond, BC.

Photo by Deborah Froese
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‘Love of God’ most-sung 
in song survey
- from reports

“The Love of God” is the song most sung in Canada and the US in the Hymnal:  
A Worship Book and their two supplements, Sing the Journey and Sing the 
Story, reports Amy Gingerich, director of print media for MennoMedia and 
co-chair of the Bi-National Worship Council, from a nine-month survey of 
songs-most-sung.

The survey was introduced to Canadians at Mennonite Church Canada’s 
Assembly 2011 in Waterloo, Ont., along with a study guide designed to help 
congregations explore how they worship, The Heart of Mennonite Worship: Five 
Vital Rhythms.  

In order to determine what songs Mennonites were already singing, 
congregations were asked to submit the songs they sang each week over the 
survey period, including music from special services and weekly events. The 
submissions of 191 congregations who sent in 32,000 entries were pointed to 
songs in the widely-used 20-year-old Mennonite hymnal and its supplemental 
song books. The results of the survey will help Mennonite Church Canada and 
Mennonite Church USA to determine the kinds of worship resources that will 
be needed over the next ten to fifteen years. 

In Canada, the other top nine songs are:
•	 Lord, You Sometimes Speak
•	 Joy to the World
•	Will you let me be Your Servant
•	 Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow
•	  O Come, all Ye Faithful
•	Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
•	Great is They Faithfulness
•	O come, O come Immanuel
•	 Je loueral I’Eternel (Praise, I will Praise you, Lord)

“The results of this survey tell us what large congregations are singing compared 
to small congregations, as well as what urban versus rural congregations are 
singing,” Gingerich says. “The data also tells us what new songs have staying 
power and what old songs are no longer used. We will be spending lots of time 
analyzing the data to look for emerging patterns.

Other collections frequently cited included Christian Copyright Licensing 
International (CCLI), Mennonite Hymnal (1969), and Sing and Rejoice!, as 
well as a significant number of congregations that compile their own collections. 
Both Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church USA had about 
26 percent participation from their respective congregations, as well as five 
Mennonite education institutions from across the country.

Once organized, the complete data set will be given to the Bi-national Worship 
Council as committee members discern next steps toward a new song collection. 
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Living by  
the Word

200 years ago:  
Scruples of Conscience 
Article 27 of the Militia Act of 1808 stated: “The persons called 
Quakers, Mennonists and Tunkers (currently known as Society of 
Friends, Mennonites and Brethren in Christ, respectively), who 
from certain scruples of conscience decline to bear arms, shall 
not be compelled to serve in the said militia, but…producing a 
certificate…signed by the clerk … or by an three or more of the 
people called Quakers, Mennonists or Tunkers, shall be excused 
…from serving in the said militia…  This is a certificate of John 
Graybiel dated 31 August 1812, proving that he was of Mennonite 
faith and not required to enlist.  (From Donald G. Anger Scruples 
of Conscience: The War of 1812 in The Sugarloaf Settlement [Niagara 
District – Upper Canada] Port Colborne, ON: The Port Colbourne 
Historical and Marine Museum, 2008).  Recently added to the holdings 
of the Mennonite Heritage Centre Archives, this book shows how 

one particular community struggled to meet the challenges the war 
presented.
- from the Archives at Mennonite Church Canada Heritage Centre.

No Old Tome!
Winnipeg, Man. — Sheila Klassen-Wiebe has a vivid childhood 
recollection of the Bible. “I remember my parents reading me Bible stories. I 
can still picture the book; tan in colour, with green and blue trim.”

Klassen-Wiebe is the Associate Professor of New Testament at Canadian 
Mennonite University and the Bible study leader for Mennonite Church 
Canada Assembly 2012, Dusting off the Bible for the 21st Century. She 
says she grew up in a Mennonite, church-going home where her parents 
read the Bible and held devotions daily. “When you grow up steeped in 
scripture it becomes part of the rhythm of life. It became part of me.”

Although she had a deep interest in history, her convictions led to graduate 
studies in the New Testament. “Whenever significant questions come up, 
people ask, ‘what does the Bible say about that?’ Although it is important 
to know our history, the Bible is bedrock; it’s our memory book, our guide 
for faith and practice...” 

At Assembly 2012, Klassen-Wiebe will explore two Bible passages. The first is 
from 2 Kings 22 and 23. “It’s a story about the book of law, and King Josiah’s 
response. As temple repairs are going on, the [long lost] book of law is found 
and read to King Josiah…he’s convicted by what he reads.” Josiah is horrified 
to realize that his people have not been following God.

“One of the interesting things about this text is that Josiah carries out a 
reform despite being told that disaster is unavoidable. He is faithful without 
guarantee of reward.”  

The other passage Klassen-Wiebe will explore concerns the Emmaus road 
story in Luke 24, and the dramatic change Jesus’ disciples undergo when they 
discover that he has arisen. “The transformation from hopeless followers 
to bold, joy-filled witnesses occurs when Jesus interprets his death and 
resurrection in light of Scripture and when he breaks bread with them.”

The Assembly focus on studying scripture is an important one, Klassen-Wiebe 
notes. She says that some of her students are not as scripturally literate as 
previous generations. She points to information overload and hectic schedules 
as a few possible factors. In addition, the Bible may be viewed by some as a 
book of old and out-of-date stories. “Sometimes people think the Bible is only 
an ancient book….but the Bible is not an old tome that should sit on the shelf 
gathering dust. It does speak to us in the 21st century.” 

Sheila Klassen-Wiebe received a B.Th. from Canadian Mennonite Bible College (now 
CMU), a B.A. (History) from the University of Manitoba, an M.Div. from Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary, and a Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary. She 
and her husband Vern have three daughters and are active members of Charleswood 
Mennonite Church in Winnipeg.  Photo courtesy CMU.
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1 First aid is available at the Sheraton front desk.

2 Families can call the hotel at 1-604-273-7878 to pass 
urgent messages on to Assembly Delegates—even those who are not 
registered hotel guests.

3 Don’t forget your name tag! Name tags are required at all times 
for meals and for admission to delegate sessions.

4 Have a lunch ticket you are not going to use and would like 
to pass on, or someone you’re looking for? Put your message on the 
white board next to the information table. 

5 Have a message for another Sheraton guest? The Sheraton 
front desk will deliver that message as long as you can provide the 
guest’s room number.

6 Thank you to our parking volunteers for their efforts to 
manage limited parking resources.  If you need parking, check out 
Park and Ride services at www.translink.ca/en/Driving/Park-and-
Ride.aspx

Sexsmith P&R
400 parking spaces
Capstan Way
Available all week

Bridgeport Station P&R
580 parking spaces
8888 River Road
Available 7 days a week

7 To reduce our use of paper and keep costs low, we’re providing 
fewer print resources this year.  Please share your worship book, 
daily news sheets and handouts and with your neighbour! Note: 
Each issue of The Assembled News will be available on-line at www.
mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012.

8 Attending the Friday Night event at Peace Mennonite? 
Meet in the Minoru Ballrooom at 5:30 for directions to shuttle 
service. Shuttle service will also be available for return to the hotel 
when the event concludes. Pre-purchased tickets required for 
admission to the dinner.

9 Join Mennonite Church Canada Formation Consultant 
Elsie Bergen for the launch of her new book, Please Pass the Faith: The 
art of spiritual grandparenting at the MennoMedia table located in the 
main hallway at 12:00 pm on Friday and Saturday. To learn more from 
Elsie, check out her interview on Mennonite Church Canada’s latest 
Church Matters Podcast: Episode 66: Pass the Faith.  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1790

10 Don’t forget to fill out the Faith and Life Committee 
survey! Your responses will help them hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the Churches, and determine which themes mot need the churches’ 
attention at this time. Drop off your completed survey at the FLC 
corner in the Minoru Ballroom.

11 If you are checking out on Saturday, remember, check-out 
time is 11:00 a.m.

12 A 24-hour complimentary shuttle service to the airport leaves 
the Sheraton and Marriott hotel main entrances every 30 minutes. A 
schedule is located by the front desk.

13 Mennonite Girls can Cook—and they are coming to celebrate 
the Mennonite Women Canada 60th Anniversary Lunch! Purchase a 
copy of their best-selling cookbook in the Elmbridge room and have 
it autographed during the morning coffee break from 10:30 to 11:00. 
Those who have pre-registered for the luncheon will have another 
opportunity for purchase and signing at that event.

14 Mennonite Women Canada 60th Anniversary Lunch 
on Saturday, 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. The buffet for this special lunch 
is located in the Elmbridge room. Pre-purchased tickets required for 
entry. 

15 Canadian Mennonite University Alumni and Friends 
Luncheon on Saturday, 12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Pick up your food 
from the buffet located in Minoru D. and take it to the Cedarbridge 
room. Pre-purchased tickets required for entry. 

16 For those who would like to spend Saturday evening on 
site, the Sheraton Hotel is offering a buffet dinner in their restaurant, 
Harold’s Bistro for $18.95 per person, plus applicable taxes.  Please 
make a reservation if you choose this option.

Announcements


