
“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11

600 Shaftesbury Blvd
Winnipeg MB R3P 0M4
Toll free 1-866-888-6785
P: 204-888-6781
F: 204-831-5675
E: office@mennonitechurch.ca
www.mennonitechurch.ca

1

Worship  resources

Introduction
We have created these resources to assist in planning for 
Mission Sunday. As church planters and peace-building 
workers in Manila, Philippines, we are very passionate 
about the global church’s calling to be a Peace Church. Jesus 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection exemplify harmony 
with God, harmony with others, harmony with oneself, and 
harmony with creation. We are all called, as communities, to 
be witnesses to the loving, radical, non-violent, and sacrificial 
way of Jesus and to be agents of change in a world full of 
violence, destruction, and greed. 

The focus of this resource is on being a missional, peace-
building church. We see that these two ways of describing 
the calling of the church are really the same – to build 
reconciling relationships, through the power of Jesus, in our 
communities. As a church, we are called to love others and 
build peace, whether that’s inviting your neighbour over 
for dinner, buying second-hand, volunteering at a women’s 
shelter, or making friends with a Muslim. Jesus, through 
his life’s example, has taught us how to be instruments 
of his peace in a most radical way that might make us 
uncomfortable, vulnerable, and even unsafe. We, at Peace 
Church Philippines, are a growing witness to this message in 
a country where conflict, corruption, and greed are rampant. 
May this Sundays’ worship help you bear witness to the 
peace-building power of Jesus in your context. Let us worship 
together and participate in God’s reconciling mission in our 
respective communities.

Theme: Growing Communities of Peace

Scripture Texts: 
Psalm 85: 8-13, Matt 5: 9, 44-48, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 

Suggested Hymns:
•	 HWB 324 Seek ye first the kingdom of God

•	 HWB 356 Breathe on me, breath of God

•	 SJ 19 I will call upon the Lord

•	 HWB 46 I sing the mighty power of God

•	 SJ 32 If you believe and I believe

•	 HWB 20 Come and see

•	 SJ 44 The love of God 

•	 SJ 56 Make me a channel of your peace

•	 SJ 52 Jesus, help us live in peace

•	 HWB 418 Move in our midst

•	 HWB 307 Will you let me be your servant

Opening Prayer 
(Responsive Reading Part 1)

One: Welcome to all God’s people who are gathered  
 together in this place! It is Christ who has brought us  
 together and the Spirit who binds us as one.

Many: We come to worship God, the creator of all that  
 is good. We come to hear the good news of peace  
 that Christ brought to all. We come to receive  
 the power of the Holy Spirit.

One: And we come to celebrate the church, a motley group  
 of people brought together by a common love. We   
 celebrate these people who shout the light bedazzling  
 “yes” of God against the dark deadening “no” of the  
 world.

Many: We gather as the people of God, to participate  
 in Christ’s mission of peace in the world and to  
 receive again the hope of the Spirit.

One: Jesus is our Lord! We have come to sing and to   
 worship.

Used with permission. Written for the Peace-Justice-Service 
Committee of Ohio Conference of the Mennonite Church   
http://peace.mennolink.org/articles/ded2peace.html

Prayer of Confession 
God of the broken-hearted, the disappointed, the lost. Hear 
our prayer and grant us your forgiveness.

Mission Sunday, November 3, 2013 
HWB - Hymnal Worship Book, SJ - Sing the Journey, SS - Sing the Story*

* Song book abbreviations match those used for corresponding worship resources in Leader Magazine
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Forgive us for our heedless thoughts, our cruel words, and 
our shameful actions. We often act in such contrast to the 
way you’ve shown us. Forgive us for ignoring our neighbours 
when we see them in need. Forgive us for the ways we escalate 
conflict. Forgive our indifference to a world of hunger, 
corruption, and manipulation. We so often fail in following 
your way of peace. And for that we are sorry.

God of the broken-hearted, the disappointed, the lost. Hear 
our prayer and grant us your forgiveness. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen

Words of Assurance 
Our Lord will raise us out of paralyzing guilt and into the 
freedom of people who know themselves to be forgiven. Our 
Lord enables us to recognize our faults, lay them at his cross, 
and live into the new life in Christ. Our Lord helps us build 
peace and embody God’s Kingdom, if we but choose to live 
in the power of our risen Lord and Saviour. Hear and claim 
God’s message of peace as it was already proclaimed in Psalm 
85: 8-13….

Call to Discipleship
Dear Lord,

Help us to be students of the life of Jesus Christ, the One 
who demonstrated God’s ways most perfectly. May His 
story increasingly become our story. We desire that our 
lives conform to the life of Christ: in our vocation, in our 
relationships, in our entertainment, in our stewardship of 
money.

Make us sensitive to those places in our lives where 
dissonance is found between Jesus’ decisions and ours. Then 
bring us back to the feet of Jesus, that we may learn again the 
ways of servanthood, the cross, and the empty tomb.

Holy Spirit, enlighten us with wisdom, strength, and 
compassion for conforming to the story of Jesus, the Suffering 
Servant – our Saviour, Teacher, and Risen Lord.

For to this we have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, so that we should follow in his 
steps. (1 Peter 2:21)

In the Name and Spirit of Jesus, Amen.

Used with permission from Mennonite Church USA, Jeff Hackman  
http://peace.mennolink.org/resources/cpw/prayers/prayer193.pdf 

Children’s Time 
Plant a Seed of Peace by Rebecca Seiling (Herald Press, 2007) 
has many stories of peacemakers from today and the past, 
nicely written for children of all ages. We recommend the 
story about Dann and Joji Pantoja (witness workers in Davao, 
Philippines with Peacebuilders Community) on page 50, 
or the story of Christina’s grandfather, Siegfried Bartel, on 
page 12 (German Army Captain in WWII who turned to 
cultivating peace).  
http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/ResourceView/2/9609

Sermon Leads
2 Corinthians 5:16-21: This text on God’s mission of 
reconciliation forms the core for this service. Its main 
emphases are on being, doing, and having. As people who 
have been reconciled with God and are called to be agents 
of transformation, God calls us to be transformed as 
communities of individuals. Through God’s transforming 
power we will be able to do the good works that God has 
prepared for us in advance. Then, by doing the good works 
and showing that we are God’s people (being), building God’s 
peace/shalom (doing), the reign of God will continue to grow 
all over the world and we will have communities of witness to 
the Peace of God on earth. How does the church community 
express the process of being, doing, and having in its natural 
rhythms?

Matthew 5: 9, 44-48: The only times in scripture where 
Jesus describes how we can be like God the Father, 
he describes God as loving all people impartially and 
peacemaking. “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be 
sons of God.” We are to be perfect as God is perfect; impartial 
as God is impartial in our love for both the just and the 
unjust, the righteous and the unrighteous, the ones in the 
church and the ones outside of it. In this we will be like our 
Father in heaven. 

In the face of evil, Jesus loved his enemies, in the face of 
evil, God gives sun and rain on both the righteous and 
the unrighteous. Who are the people that your church 
community needs to love as unbiased as the sun and the rain 
fall on all people?

And so we, part of God’s people, are called this Mission 
Sunday to see our very existence as the Mission of God. Jesus 
called the Church to be the community that would embody 
the alternative reality or alternative narrative to this world’s 
oppressive systems. All things are being made new and we 
are co-workers with God in healing the world for his glory, 
by his spirit, through our Church communities. This is the 
peacebuilding message of the church. 

http://peace.mennolink.org/resources/cpw/prayers/prayer193.pdf
http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/ResourceView/2/9609
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Psalm 85: 8-13: The assuring proclamation of these words 
fits well as part of the words of assurance. They can also 
be expanded on in the sermon. Their message of salvation 
includes a stress on peace and well-being as God’s will for his 
people. Verses 10-13 remind worshippers of the attributes of 
God as steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace. 
These attributes are also presented as messengers that herald 
God’s presence. As we allow God to work in our lives, those 
divine attributes will also transform us into heralds of God’s 
presence in our contexts.

Supportive scriptural references: Isaiah 52:7, Nahum 1:15, 
Romans 16:19, Luke 1:79, Ephesians 6:15, Philippians 2:5-11, 
Ephesians 2:11-22. God is the “God of Peace; ” we are to be 
“People of Peace; ” and our message is the “Gospel of Peace.” 
Note the fascinating link across biblical texts between ‘feet’ 
and ‘peace/shalom.’ Our message of peace to all of creation 
is to be a physical reality; the link between feet and peace/
shalom implies relationship, groundedness, balance, and 
movement – all essential for healthy community. 

The church is by nature the servant of the world as we follow 
our King Jesus. We servants of our king can’t expect to be 
greater than our master so we should expect to take up our 
cross and follow him on his mission. How does the church 
live into and demonstrate bringing peace and reconciliation 
though our own sacrifice and suffering? As Greg Boyd wrote, 
“Thinking and talking don’t require us to bleed: doing the 
Kingdom, by definition, always does.” 

The ways of this world include “dog eat dog,” “overcoming 
obstacles,” “beating the competition,” but the way of Jesus 
is self-sacrifice, forgiveness in the face of oppression, and 
embodying whole transformation by showing that love is 
required of us to transform the world the Jesus way.

The church is to leave footprints of good news/peace/
salvation. This is rooted in Isaiah 52:7, a central text for the 
early church’s understanding of the Gospel and mission of 
Jesus. Where have the footprints of your church community 
been and where are they going? There seems to be a biblical 
link between feet and shalom in scripture. Does this spark 
any ideas? 

Closing Prayer of Commitment 
(Responsive Reading Part 2)

One: As we leave this time of sharing, we take along our “Yes!” 
to God.

Right: Yes! We will be lit candles of love against the 
darkness of hate.

 
Left: Yes! We will be joyful songs filling the silence of 
indifference.

Right: Yes! We will be a hopeful community in a 
discouraged world.

Left: Yes! We will bring life to people surrounded by 
death.

Many: For we are people of love, of joy, of hope, of life. We 
are followers of the Prince of Peace and we will carry that 
peace with us as we go into the world.

One: Excited by the possibilities of peace, all the people of God 
shouted:

Many: Yes!

One: And then, knowing they were not sure to what they 
committed themselves, the followers of the Prince of Peace, who 
lived with the indwelling Spirit, whispered, in awe,

Many: Amen, and so be it.

One: And now go forth to live your “Yes!” to God, knowing that 
you are held by a love that will not let you go. In the name of the 
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, Amen.

Suggested Readings
Greg Boyde, Living With a Kingdom Consciousness http://
reknew.org/2008/12/living-with-a-kingdom-consciousness/

Gornik, Mark R. To Live in Peace: Biblical Faith and the 
Changing Inner City, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co: 
Cambridge, USA (2002).

Moules, Noel. Fingerprints of Fire, Footprints of Peace: A 
Spiritual Manifesto from a Jesus Perspective, Circle Books: 
Washington, USA (2011)

See Peacebuilders Community Inc. Articulation of 
Anabaptist Peace theology: http://peacebuilderscommunity.
org/worldview/theology/

This worship resource was written by Christina and Darnell 
Barkman, Mennonite Church Canada Workers in the 
Philippines. Please direct your comments about Special Sunday 
Worship Resources to Elsie Rempel at:  
erempel@mennonitechurch.ca.
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