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View these resources  

online at 
www.commonword.ca/go/131 

or click on an item’s image  
or title.

#2358
Distributed copies of  

Steve Heinrich’s  

Paths for Peacemaking  
with Host Peoples  
(now in its 3rd edition)

By the Numbers

Circulate widely – to librarian, 
pastor, worship planners, 
education coordinator,  
and church administrator.

Invite friends/committee 
members to subscribe:  
www.commonword.ca/go/81.

Submit your own original 
worship service or congregational 
event for inclusion here and on 
the web.

!

MAKE THE MOST OF THE CURATOR:

Beautiful Girl: Celebrating the Wonders of your Body
by Christiane Northrup, Hay House, 2013. 

By reading this lovely book, little girls will learn how their bodies are perfect 
just the way they are, the importance of treating themselves with gentle 
care, and how changes are just a part of growing up.

Borrow

Children’s Corner For library, home, or Sunday morning storyteller

2299 Grant Ave, Winnipeg • Mail: 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4 
TF: 1-877-846-1593   T: 204-594-0527 E: info@commonword.ca   commonword.ca
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WORSHIP RESOURCES
May 3 – Many Peoples Sunday  
www.commonword.ca/go/73
May 10 – Mothers’ Day  
www.commonword.ca/go/74
May 24 – Pentecost  
www.commonword.ca/go/75
Baptism  
www.commonword.ca/go/104
Graduation  
www.commonword.ca/go/129
Summer series  
www.commonword.ca/go/130

All featured loan titles found 
in the Curator can also be 

purchased by special order.

Contact the CommonWord staff 
for more details.

Calling for Original Resources!
How did your congregation celebrate Lent/Easter? Might you have an original worship or study 
resource to submit? Our current Lent collection was downloaded over 20,000 times this past season!

Examples Include:
• Outlines of church leadership processes (gift discernment, visioning/restructuring,  

constitutional revision, etc.)

• Outlines of educational programs or workshops (pre-marital counseling, catechism classes,  
Anabaptist history modules, etc.)

• Worship materials (dramas, readings, prayers, litanies, sermons, other creative writing for  
special Sunday events, ceremonies or other occasions).

For details, see www.commonword.ca/go/128

Receive timely notices of 
seasonal materials and  

new resources

Join a wider network of 
resource sharing and 

conversation

Learn of our online sales 
promotions and unique 

product lines

If waiting a month for the next Curator seems long – 
join our social media conversation!

www.commonword.ca/go/131
www.commonword.ca/go/81
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/16488
mailto:info%40commonword.ca?subject=
commonword.ca
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/16488
www.commonword.ca/go/73
www.commonword.ca/go/74
www.commonword.ca/go/75
www.commonword.ca/go/104
www.commonword.ca/go/129
www.commonword.ca/go/130
www.commonword.ca/go/128
https://www.facebook.com/commonwordbookstoreandrc
https://www.facebook.com/commonwordbookstoreandrc
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View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/131 or click on an item’s image or title.

Free shipping for loan books; free return shipping for loan DVDs. 
All featured loan titles can also be purchased by special order.

Buy Borrow

Rare Bird: A Memoir of Loss and Love
by Anna Whiston-Donaldson, Convergent, 2014.

On an ordinary September day, twelve-year-old 
Jack is swept away in a freak neighbourhood flood. 
His parents and younger sister are left to wrestle 
with the awful questions: How could God let this 
happen? And, Can we ever be happy again? 

$21.50, hardcover, 224 pp.

Competitive sale prices. Special orders accepted.

Strengthening the Soul of your Leadership: 
Seeking God in the Crucible of Ministry
by Ruth Haley Barton, InterVarsity Press, 2008.

Each chapter includes a spiritual practice to 
ensure your soul gets the nourishment it needs. 
Forging and maintaining a life-giving connection 
with God is the best choice you can make for 
yourself and for those you lead. 

CommonWord Curator highlights Anabaptist and related resources for the home 
and congregation that CommonWord Bookstore and Resource Centre makes 
available for sale, loan, or electronic download. This newsletter is distributed free 
to our subscribers and to Mennonite Church Canada congregations 10 times a 
year. To subscribe, visit www.commonword.ca.

CommonWord is a collaboration of Mennonite Church Canada and Canadian 
Mennonite University. The Curator succeeds the Mennonite Church Canada 
Resource Update, published from 1997-2014.

Editor: Arlyn Friesen Epp      Designers: Ryan Roth Bartel, Moses Falco

Between the Dark and the Daylight: 
Embracing the Contradictions of Life
by Joan Chittister, Doubleday Religious Publishing 
Group, 2015.

Chittister explores the concerns of modern life, of 
the overworked mind and hurting heart. These are 
the paradoxical moments when our lives feel at odds 
with everything around us. Only by embracing the 
contradictions, Chittister contends, may we live well 
amid stress, withstand emotional storms, and satisfy 
our yearnings for something transcendent and real. 

$18.99, hardcover, 173 pp. (or borrow)

Vulnerable Faith: 
Missional Living in the Radical Way of St. Patrick
by Jamie Arpin-Ricci, Paraclete Press, 2015.

Drawing from Scripture, church history and the 
author’s own ministry experiences among those 
who live on the margins, Vulnerable Faith bridges 
the often enormous gap between the conceptual 
ideal of faithfulness we talk about in church and 
a genuine, practical, radical obedience to Jesus.  
Also see related downloadable “Retreat Guide” - 
www.commonword.ca/go/117

$18.99, paperback, 174 pp. (or borrow)

Dementia: Living in the Memories of God
by John Swinton, Eerdmans Publishing, 2012.

Offering compassionate and carefully 
considered theological and pastoral 
responses to dementia and forgetfulness, 
Swinton redefines dementia in light of the 
transformative counter story that is the gospel.

(or purchase)

The Bible Tells Me So: Why defending Scripture 
has made us unable to read it
by Peter Enns, HarperCollins, 2014. 

Christians have had it drilled into them that their job 
is to defend the Bible against any challenge. But is 
this really God’s plan? What if God wants us to debate 
and wrestle with what we read in scripture? Here 
you will find a revolutionary guide that will liberate 
Christians so they can truly engage with God’s Word.

$23.98, hardcover, 267 pp. (or borrow)

Seeing through the Fog
by Ed Dobson, David C. Cook, 2012.

A reflection about living well when you realize 
you can’t live forever. It is about having gratitude 
for each sunrise, birthday, and moment of 
knowing God more. It is about holding hope 
when circumstances hold pain. Also see 
Dobson’s DVD curriculum series Ed’s Story. 

Nonviolent Action: What Christian Ethics Demands 
but Most Christians have Never Really Tried
by Ronald J. Sider, Baker Publishing, 2015. 

Sider argues that the search for peaceful alternatives 
to violence is not only a practical necessity in the wake 
of the twentieth century - the most bloody in human 
history - but also a moral demand of the Christian faith.

$19.99, paperback, 191 pp. (or borrow)

Healthy Churches, Faithful Pastors: 
Covenant Expectations for Thriving Together
by David Keck, Alban Institute, 2014. 

This clear and engaging guide helps pastors and 
congregations bridge communication gaps and 
set mutual goals and expectations.

Spirituality with Clothes On: 
Examining what makes us who we are
by Gareth Brandt, Wipf and Stock, 2014. 

We are what we wear: we cannot separate 
ourselves from our gender, personality, 
developmental stage, family, historical 
background, culture, or the difficult 
experiences of our lives. We need to 
acknowledge all these things and reflect on 
them in order to truly become ourselves.

(or purchase)

www.commonword.ca/go/131
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17715
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17715
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17627
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17627
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17627
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17718
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17718
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17718
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17702
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17702
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17702
www.commonword.ca/go/117
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17628
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17628
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17243
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17243
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17243
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17647
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17647
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17716
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17716
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17716
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17657
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17657
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17657
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17672
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17672
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/17672
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We provide hundreds of links to videos and websites.All of our electronic resources are free to download.
These originate from our denominational offices and contacts, 

congregations, partners, and commissioned writers.

Download Link

Creation Covenant: 2015 Canadian Food Grains 
Bank Earth Day Worship Resources
These resources will call your church into a time 
of praise and thanksgiving, and also invite your 
worshipping community to respond with ways to 
be good stewards of the earth. 

Multicultural Leadership in Worship: 
Sharing Power among Cultures
by Joan Huyser-Honig, Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.

Being a multicultural church means more than singing global 
songs. This essay explores ways of planning worship that is truly 
multicultural where decision-making rests with many cultures  
and ethnic groups.

2015 Partnership Circle Meetings with Bishop Mark Macdonald
Mennonite Church Manitoba, Mennonite Church Canada, Online video, 2015.

“There is an Indigenous Christianity that’s been hiding, that’s 
waiting to come out.” Bishop Mark MacDonald’s keynote address 
challenges us to live into a robust reconciliation that moves beyond 
apologies and being nice to people we’ve hurt. His teaching 
invites us to interact respectfully, honouring the wisdom and faith 
expression of the First Nations.

Peace in the Bible
by Ted Grimsrud, adult online study, Peace and Justice Support Network, 2015. 

An 8-session study on the call to peace - from Genesis to Revelation. 

Reunion, Listening, Confessing: Honouring the Women’s Truth, 
Service of Lament, Confession and Commitment
AMBS, 2015.

The website link includes liturgical excerpts from the March 21-22, 
2015 weekend at AMBS when the seminary community gathered 
with former students, employees and board members, along with 
friends and family chosen by women whom John Howard Yoder 
violated – to listen and confess. 

Korea Anabaptist Journal, Vol 9
by Korean Anabaptist Fellowship, 2015. 

Language: Korean

Anabaptist Witness, Vol 2, No 1, April 2015
ed. Jamie Pitts; Jamie Ross, 2015. 

The essays in this edition of Anabaptist Witness 
explore the questions around inter-religious 
conversation, pluralism and the realities of 
globalization. What should this interaction, this 
witness look like? 

On the Path to Reconciliation: 
Worship Resources to Mark the Closure of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
by Jennifer Henry; Rick Balson; Emma Hebb; Sheryl 
Johnson, Kairos, 2015. 

A worship outline for a service on or around May 
31, 2015, the Sunday that begins four days of 
events in Ottawa marking the formal closing of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

What is an Anabaptist Christian?
by Palmer Becker; Nivacle translation by Mateo Isbrand, 
Mennonite Mission Network, 2015.

The latest translation of Becker’s booklet 
(translated into Nivacle - an Indigenous language 
in Paraguay) that summarizes Anabaptist 
understanding in three key statements, namely 
that: Jesus is the center of our faith; Community 
is the center of our lives; and Reconciliation is the 
center of our work.

Ending Corporal Punishment of Children: 
A Handbook for Worship and Gatherings
by Vivian Kityo, et al., Church’s Network for  
Nonviolence, 2015.

This Handbook contains suggestions and ideas for 
Christian worship and gatherings and encourages 
religious communities to play an active part in the 
movement for the prohibition and elimination of 
corporal punishment and all other humiliating 
and degrading treatment of children.

www.commonword.ca/go/131
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17691
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17691
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17691
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http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/17692
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/17707
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/17707
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http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/17611
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/17663
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/17663
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/17663
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17694
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17694
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17696
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17696
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17697
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17697
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http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17705
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17705
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17729
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17729
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/17729
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Congratulations to Kyle Penner, Steinbach who won a copy of Immortal Diamond  
by Richard Rohr.

Question: 13.7% of Canadians live with a disability (2012). How does your congregation 
support and embrace persons with disabilities and their caregivers?

Prize: Mother of the Year – and Other Elusive Awards: Misadventures in Autism by Kalyn Falk

Email your response to: info@commonword.ca with “May 2015 Contest” in subject line.

48-Hour Contest

2299 Grant Ave., Winnipeg
Mail: 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0M4
TF: 1-877-846-1593      T: 204-594-0527   
E: info@commonword.ca      commonword.ca

In Search of Promised Lands: 
A Religious History of Mennonites in Ontario
by Samuel J. Steiner, Herald Press, 2015.

Describes the emergence and evolution of 
today’s thirty-plus streams of Ontarians who have 
identified themselves as Mennonite or Amish from 
their arrival in Canada to the last decade. 

$79.99, hardcover, 877 pp. (or borrow)

Galatians
by George R. Brunk III, Herald Press, 2015.

As a sustained defense of Jesus Christ as the 
center of faith, the full unity and equality of 
Christ’s followers, and the Spirit’s empowerment in 
the life of the believer, Galatians holds both world-
changing and personally-transforming power for 
the contemporary church.

$34.49, paperback, 335 pp. (or borrow) 

Lamentations, Song of Songs
by Wilma Ann Bailey, Christina Bucher, Herald Press, 2015.

From the anguished sorrow songs of ancient 
Israel to the passionate and lyric poems of lovers, 
this commentary covers the full emotional 
register of biblical literature.

$29.99, paperback, 304 pp. (or borrow)

Other Noteworthy TitlesMennoMedia

Kissing in the Chapel, Praying in the Frat House: 
Wrestling with Faith and College
by Adam J. Copeland, Alban Institute, 2014.

Includes 21 essays from authors in their twenties 
who reflect on their struggles to reconcile their 
religious beliefs with their college experiences.

Borrow

Reconstructing Church: 
Tools for Turning your Congregation Around
by Todd Grant Yonkman, Alban Institute, 2014.

This study indicates that successful and faithful 
church redevelopment involves a shift from 
a modern-patronage ministry model to a 
postmodern-plural ministry model. The result is 
both strategic proposals for growing your church 
and a model for doing practical theology in your 
own ministry context.

Borrow

Jesus the Forgiving Victim: 
Listening for the Unheard Voice
DVD curriculum, by James Alison, Doers Publishing, 2013.

Offers a fresh perspective in the field of 
introductions to faith and Christian orthodoxy 
by restoring to the Christian life the wonder and 
transformative power of discovering not some new 
Biblical fact or church doctrine, but that you are 
loved far more than you know. In this group study, 
you are invited into a journey of discovering that 
the unheard voice of the Crucified and Risen Lord is 
enlivening in you a new narrative, one that is both 
your own, and yet much more than your own.

Borrow
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