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WORSHIP RESOURCES 
Materials for Mennonite Church Canada 
Special Sundays, United Nations Special Days, 
and seasonal Church Calendar Days

NOV 13 – PEACE SUNDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/173

NOV 20 – MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/762 

NOV 25 – INT. DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN 
www.commonword.ca/go/758

NOV 27 – FIRST ADVENT 
www.commonword.ca/go/174

DEC 3 – INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
www.commonword.ca/go/756

DEC 10 – HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/757

DEC 24/25 – CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/174

JAN 6 – EPIPHANY 
www.commonword.ca/go/775 

JAN 15 – STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/355

JAN 22 – MENNONITE WORLD FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/356

#BY THE NUMBERS

1392
 CHILDREN’S RESOURCES

FOR CHILDREN, AND TEACHERS AND PARENTS OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN

Circulate widely!

Submit your own 
resources to be  
listed by CW.

Subscribe to receive 
the Curator regularly.!

MAKE THE MOST OF  
THE CURATOR:

CommonWord

CHILDREN’S CORNER For libraries, homes, or Sunday morning storytellers

Check out other children’s materials and in-store items on page 5!

Peace Is an Offering
by Annette LeBox, illust. Stephanie Graegin, Dial Books, 2015

Join this group of neighbourhood children as they find love in everyday things 
and learn that peace is all around, if you just look for it.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18743

Looking for an Advent study?  Or a worship resource for 
Christmas Eve?  A drama or pageant?  Find many Advent/
Christmas resources, including free downloadable items 
from our congregations, here www.commonword.ca/go/314.

for Christmas?
Are you ready

Advent At-Home Devotional

Download here   

www.commonword.ca/go/587 

More Christmas items on pp 5-6.

New Special  
Intotemak Edition

Yours, Mine, Ours:  
Unravelling  
the Doctrine of 
Discovery
www.commonword.ca/
ResourceView/2/18692

$14 ea.  (1-6 copies)   
$11 ea.  (7+ copies)
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View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/782 or click an item’s link.

BUY
Competitive sale prices. Special orders accepted. 

See pp. 5-6 for more retail items

Becoming Wise: An Inquiry Into the Mystery 
and the Art of Living 
by Krista Tippett, Penguin Press, 2016.

A master class in living, this book gathers Tippett’s 
radio and podcast conversations with scientists, 
theologians, poets, activists and many others as they 
examine the great questions of meaning for our time, 
with insights that inspire wonder and courage.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18731

Free shipping for loan books; free return shipping for loan DVDs.  
Most featured loan titles can also be purchased by special order.

BORROW

A University of the Church for the World: 
Essays in Honour of Gerald Gerbrandt 
by Harry Huebner and Paul Dyck, CMU Press, 2016.

What does it mean to be a Mennonite university? This 
book draws on the thought and experience of faculty, 
staff, and alumni as well as leaders of the churches that 
formed it.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18782 

$29.99, paperback, 289 pp.

Very Married:  Field Notes on Love and Fidelity 
by Katherine Willis Pershey, MennoMedia, 2016.  

With equal parts humour and intelligence, Pershey 
speaks frankly about the challenges and consolations 
of modern marriage. As she shares her own tales of 
bliss and blunder, temptation and deliverance, Pershey 
invites readers to commit once again to the joyful and 
difficult work of cherishing another person. For better 
or worse. For life.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/16/18771

$18.99, paperback, 222 pp.

Re-Imagining the Church:  Implications of 
Being a People in the World
by Robert J. Suderman, Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2016.  

The church. What has it become? What was it meant 
to be? Does it pave the way or get in the way? Are 
we suspicious of the institutionalization of church 
bureaucracy? Or thrilled with the relevant impact of its 
presence?  In his succinct, easy to understand writing 
style, Suderman provides insightful and thought-
provoking perspectives to what it means to be the 
church. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18811

$37.99, paperback, 258 pp.

Still Daring to Hope 
by John Regehr, CMU Press, 2016.  

The life-long path of deepening transformation that 
lies open before each of us is the underlying theme 
of the meditations/sermons found in this book. If we 
consent to God’s hopes for us, we can, and will, change 
for the better, always Still Daring to Hope.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18826

$18.99, paperback, 162 pp.

The Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for 
Healing Ourselves and Our World 
by Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu, HarperCollins, 2014.  

“How do I forgive?” Having witnessed some of 
the worst crimes of humanity, this is a question 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is often asked. Writing with 
his daughter, an Anglican priest, they explain the four-
step process of forgiveness and the simple truths that 
surround it.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/16/18734

Frustrated with God: A Syrian Theologian’s 
Reflections on Habakkuk 
by Riad A. Kassis, CreateSpace, 2016.  

The dilemma of pain and suffering has always been 
a subject of discussion and frustration, becoming 
more complicated when related to God’s love. Born 
out of the so-called “Arab Spring”, this book examines 
these questions from the perspective of the prophet 
Habakkuk.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/16/18760

Feasting on the Word: Children’s Sermons for 
Year A 
by Carol A. Wehrheim, Westminster John Knox Press, 2016.  

Children’s time in church can pose a conundrum for 
many pastors. This book offers practical suggestions, 
providing fresh, engaging stories for each Sunday 
of the church year based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary, as well as a few special moments in the 
church’s life.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18766

Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to 
Help Young People Discover and Love Your 
Church 
by Kara Powell, et al, Baker Publishing Group, 2016.  

Churches are losing both members and vitality as 
increasing numbers of young people disengage. This 
book provides a strategy any church can use to involve 
and retain teenagers and young adults in a way 
that breathes vitality, life, and energy into the whole 
church.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18789
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View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/782 or click an item’s link.

We provide hundreds of links to videos and websites.

LINK

Rescuing Revelation 
by Lydia Penner, Watershed Formation Studies, 
2015

ONLINE WEBSITE

A free 10-week online study of Revelation, 
focusing on its helpfulness and relevance 
despite its reputation as being the most 
misinterpreted book of the Bible.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18702

The Gift of Anabaptism in Youth 
Ministry 
by Kenda Creasy Dean, The Gathering Place, 
2016.

ONLINE VIDEO

Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean, United Methodist 
scholar, speaks about the gifts Anabaptism 
brings to youth ministry, in particular the 
emphasis on community and the prophetic 
voice rooted in faith, but also the inherent 
potential weaknesses of such gifts.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18715

Anabaptist Historians: Bringing 
the Anabaptist Past into a Digital 
Century
WEBSITE

A collaborative blog by Anabaptist 
scholars. It aims to share current 
scholarship in order to foster relationships 
between scholars and encourage debates 
on current critical issues in Anabaptist faith 
and life.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18751

A Justice that Heals 
by Jay Shefsky, Window to the World 
Communications, 2000

ONLINE VIDEO

A story of reconciliation, forgiveness and 
restorative justice in the wake of a murder.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18756

Resources for

Safe-Church Policy 
Resources:

www.commonword.ca/go/783

September 23, 2016 Face2Face 
Conversation: Renewed Journeys 
by Barb Froese, et al, Canadian Mennonite 
University, 2016

ONLINE VIDEO

Focusing on a renewed covenant in Laird, 
SK, between Mennonites, Lutherans, and 
the Young Chippewayan First Nation, 
this event features the Manitoba Debut 
of the documentary Reserve 107 as well 
as discussion with some of the film’s 
participants.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18803

Holy Land Peace Pilgrim: Biblical 
sites on the way to God’s healing 
and hope 
by J. Nelson Kraybill

WEBSITE

Photos of sites and objects relating to 
biblical and church history, along with a 
few insights about the subject and some 
devotional ruminations.

www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18792

+ more
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Little Town of Bethlehem
directed by Jim Hanon, Ethnographic Media, 2010.  

Sami, Ahmad, Yonatan come from radically different 
backgrounds in a land of unending war. Yet, against 
all odds, including some within their Israeli and 
Palestinian communities, they are able to find 
common ground. They walk a path of nonviolence.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/18/18671

The Most Excellent Dying of Theodore Jack 
Heckelman, 
directed by Nancy Jewel Poer, Hi-Fly’n Productions, 2010.  

When faced with cancer, Jack made a decision to die 
with gratitude and consciousness. This heartwarming 
documentary includes footage of family and friends 
gathering during his last weeks and hours for singing 
and farewells, and caring for him after death in a three-
day vigil at home.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/18/18719

The Doctrine of Discovery:  Unmasking the 
Domination Code, 
directed by Sheldon Wolfchild and Steven Newcomb, 38 
Plus 2 Productions, 2015.  

The documentary points out that the traditional 
teachings of original nations and peoples form an 
alternative to the dehumanizing domination system of 
Christendom.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/18/18720

View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/782 or click an item’s link.

All of our electronic resources are free to download. 
These originate from our denominational offices and contacts, 

congregations, partners, and commissioned writers.

DOWNLOAD

2017 Pastors’ Salary Guidelines Series 
by Karen Martens Zimmerly, Mennonite Church Canada, 
2017.  

Guidelines intended to provide some uniformity 
across the denomination while allowing for 
adjustments based on the local cost of living.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/23/18796
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Tower of Babel, Tower of Home: A Worship 
Litany 
by Mark Diller Harder, St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, 2016.  

A 2-voice reading of the Tower of Babel story in 
Genesis 11. One voice reads the scripture text, the 
other a contemporary parallel.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18784

Litany Celebrating the Blessing Immigrants 
Bring, 
Christian Reformed Church.  

A responsive reading that praises God for “the blessing 
of the stranger.”

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18772

Korea Anabaptist Journal: Volume 12 
ed. Seonju Moon, Korean Anabaptist Fellowship, 2016

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18780

Sterling Mennonite Fellowship’s Bible Study 
Guides 
by Moses Falco, Sterling Mennonite Church.  

Congregational guides to encourage groups to read 
and discuss Scripture together. Available for the books 
of Ruth, Romans and Galatians.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/52/18747

Forced to Flee: A Simulation on Decision-
Making during Conflict and Migration, 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 2016.  

An activity where participants work together in “family 
units,” making difficult decisions to maintain their 
supply of food, money, and health while securing their 
post-conflict future.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/16/18697

Jesus Was a Refugee: Resources for Worship 
by Tom Gordon, Wild Goose Publications, 2016.

Reflections, prayers, stories, poems and a hymn 
addressing the plight of modern-day refugees who 
yearn for community and security, longing to be 
settled and live in peace.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18691

Relationships and Emotions After 
Christendom: Practical Help for Constructive 
Relationships 
by Jeremy Thomson, Paternoster, 2016.  

How do we nurture our emotional life and guide our 
conduct of social relationships? Working across diverse 
fields, Thomson examines the private attitudes and 
habits that affect public behaviour, and the tendency 
to disconnect faith and practice.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/16/18757

Families at the Center of Faith Formation 
by Lief Kehrwald, et al, Lifelong Faith Publications, 2016.

A new comprehensive approach to family faith 
formation that places families at the centre equipping 
parents (and grandparents) to transmit the Christian 
faith at home.  

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18718

OTHER NOTEWORTHY TITLES

NEW DVDS FOR LOAN
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See CommonWord for yourself! To view an interactive panorama of the store, visit www.commonword.ca (and scroll down)

IN-STORE

books
for
kids

All is Bright: A Devotional Journey to 
Color Your Way to Christmas 
by Nancy Guthrie

Your family’s Advent and Christmas will be 
transformed from the time of busyness to a 
time of rest.  Designed to reconnect you with 
the story of Christ’s coming, each day of rich 
devotion accompanied by intricate drawings 
will lead you to a Christmas filled with worship 
and adoration.

$17.99 paperback

The Story of Christmas Activity Book
This colorful Christmas book is packed 
with activities that will engage children’s 
imaginations while they learn the biblical story 
of the Christmas.

$6.99 paperback

Songs Kinds Really Love to Sing, 17 
Christmas Songs
Kids will love singing along with fun versions 
of cherished Christmas classics. Includes “I Saw 
Three Ships,” “What Child Is This,” “Long, Long 
Ago,” and more.

$6.50 CD

Mr. Jacobson’s Window 
by Deborah Froese

Emily-Ann’s imagination runs wild when she 
catches a shadowy glimpse of her new elderly 
neighbour through his living room window, but 
she is pleasantly surprised to discover that her 
perceptions are wrong. The story incorporates 
elements of Christmas and Hanukah, and points 
to the importance of family, friends and looking 
beyond first impressions.    

$15.99 hardcover

CommonWord Curator highlights Anabaptist and related resources for the 
home and congregation that CommonWord Bookstore and Resource Centre 
makes available for sale, loan, or electronic download. This newsletter 
is distributed free to our subscribers and to Mennonite Church Canada 
congregations 10 times a year. 

Subscribe at: www.commonword.ca/go/81

CommonWord is a collaboration of Mennonite Church Canada and Canadian 
Mennonite University. The Curator succeeds the Mennonite Church Canada 
Resource Update, published from 1997-2014.

Editors: Arlyn Friesen Epp, Anita Neufeld 
Designer: Ryan Roth Bartel

artist 
spotlight

Salt of the Earth: A Christian Seasons 
Calendar 2016-2017
This unique calendar opens with the season of 
Advent and turns not with the twelve months 
but with the rhythm of the Christian seasons: 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter and the Season after Pentecost.

Calendar includes:
• Contemporary art from eight depicting the 

gospel story

• Scripture readings for Sundays & special 
days from the common lectionary 

• Descriptions of the Christian Seasons

• Liturgical colours for each season

$15.95
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See CommonWord for yourself! To view an interactive panorama of the store, visit www.commonword.ca (and scroll down)

IN-STORE

For Pricing and further product information, contact our friendly staff at 1-877-846-1593 or by emailing info@commonword.ca

Perogies / Farmer Sausage / Pizza
Dried Fruit / Snacks / 
Gifts / Fair Trade Coffee 

foods+

CommonWord 

2299 Grant Ave., Winnipeg
Mail: 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0M4

TF: 1-877-846-1593  T: 204-594-0527   E: info@commonword.ca      commonword.ca

also in  
Marpeck 
Commons - free accessible parking

free parking available

CommonWord

SARI DUVET 
Made in India

Ten Thousand Villages products are 
handcrafted by artisans in marginalized 
communities around the world. Your gift 

supports talented makers who earn a  
stable income from their craft. Discover the 

amazing stories behind these  
and other products in-store or online  

at tenthousandvillages.ca
Hand

crafted
with care

in
store
spotlight

Goodness and 
Light: Readings 
for Advent and 
Christmas
From the first day 
of Advent through 
Christmas Eve to the 
Epiphany, these 45 
readings from beloved 
writers, classical and 
contemporary, will 
touch you with love, and 
comfort you with peace. 
Contributors include 
Maya Angelou, Kathleen 
Norris, Richard Rohr, 
Phyllis Tickle, Joyce Rupp 
and many more.

$18.99

Let Every Heart 
Prepare Him Room
$9.99

Preparing  
For Christmas
$10.79

SUGGESTIONS FOR ADVENT

http://www.commonword.ca

