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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS: The MHCGallery’s budget is 
met primarily through private, tax deductible donations. Please, 
help keep the gallery alive and growing. Make cheques payable 
to: MHCGallery. Mail to: MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4. Credit card donations, contact Connie 
Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca. (204) 888 6781; Online 
at https://gallery.mennonitechurch.ca/donate
Ray Dirks, curator, rdirks@mennonitechurch.ca

Darlene Derksen

160 ACRES:
the Geography of Home

a multimedia exhibition 
May 5-June 17, Opening May 5, 7:30pm

I’ve known of Darlene and her work on the 
160 Acres: the Geography of Home project 
for several years as it evolved and expanded. 
It is a long labour of love and we are hon-
oured to host it. 
     Ray Dirks

“My Mennonite great grandparents brought 
my language, religious and cultural traditions, 
community practices, homemaking, garden-

ing, and food traditions from Russia, near 
the Sea of Azov, in 1874 and 1875. All that 
history was remembered with my mother 
and father in their farming and homemak-
ing practices. 160 ACRES: the Geography of 
Home is my tribute to how I grew up and the 
telling of that story to my children.” 

Darlene Derksen lives in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, and grew up during the waning years 
of the 160 acres (1/4 section) mixed farm. 
Darlene attended a one room school and the 
Sommerfeld Mennonite Church in the School 
District of Kronsweide near Lowe Farm, Mani-
toba, in the 1960s and early 1970s. In 1988 
she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Inte-
rior Design from the University of Manitoba. 
Her studies in art and cultural history led her to 
realize the importance of her own Mennonite 
heritage of agrarian and cultural traditions. 160 

The last photo my dad took of me on the farm in fall 1973.

Darlene Derksen, “Waiting for Permanence”

Canvas — a piece of strong cloth on which to paint a picture examine carefully, discuss — Canvass



I’d like to support the MHCGallery (PLEASE PRINT)

name ___________________________________________________________________________  

address _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________  postal code  _________________

phone number ( ____ ) _______________________________  amount _____________________

Make your cheque payable to the MHC Gallery
Mail to: MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4
Contact Connie Wiebe at (204) 888 6781 or cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca to donate 
by credit card. Online at https://gallery.mennonitechurch.ca/donate                                                          
     DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Please, consider a donation 
Proposals?

Artists, please, submit your proposals to 
us! The gallery hosts exhibits in approximate two 
month blocks throughout the year. 

Mailing list
To receive CANVASs, invitations to all exhibitions 
and other gallery updates contact Connie Wiebe, 
cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.

Contact
Ray Dirks, MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB Canada R3P 0M4. Ph: (204) 888-
6781. E-mail: rdirks@mennonitechurch.ca

Thanks
To all who make donations, large and small, we 
thank you for helping keep the gallery alive and 
relevant.

Canvass 

NEXT:  June 23 to September 15   Opening: June 23, 7:30pm
Sharon Loeppky: Ceramic mosaics and fabric art (main floor)
Angela Lillico, Genevie Henderson: Colour Distinctive (upstairs)

ACRES: the Geography of Home is a narrative of landscape, cul-
tural and religious history, and tradition coinciding with the political 
upheavals and pop culture of the 1960s and early 1970s. The col-
lection of works in this exhibit have been gathered and constructed 
with the intention of preserving heritage. “Earth and Sky” is an ode 
to the prairie landscape and the solace Darlene finds there.
 
160 ACRES: the Geography of Home has been in exhibited in part in 
four other galleries in southern Manitoba between 2012 and 2014. 
The Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery will have the addition of 
“Earth and Sky,” which includes approximately 30 acrylic paintings 
completed this year, all of which will be for sale. Some of the previ-
ously exhibited watercolours of fruits and vegetables will also be for 
sale. 

Darlene is available to do tours of her exhibit. Contact her direct-
ly via e-mail designart@shaw.ca or home phone 204 237-6179.

THE GALLERY’S FUTURE: On June 1 the MHC 
Gallery ownership will change from Mennonite Church Canada 
to Canadian Mennonite University. The mandate and staff will 
remain the same. The way the gallery survives will remain the 

Darlene Derksen:  Pickled yellow beans, 
mixed vegetables, sauerkraut, wild plum jam

same. We will continue to rely almost entirely on donations from gallery supporters. We will remain ob-
ligated to raise 100% of the gallery operating and project budgets -- from office and exhibit supplies to 
salaries and everything between. So, please, continue to support the gallery as it enters this new phase. 
Many thanks to Mennonite Church Canada for offering a base for nearly 19 good years. We look for-
ward to the future.


