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  WORSHIP CALENDAR

June 7 – Assembly Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/991

Sunday School Teacher Appreciation  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1016

Graduation 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/969

Camp Sunday  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/267

Summer worship  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/259

FALL:

Labour Day  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/257

Sunday School Promotion  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/256

!

Church Pandemic Resources
The H1N1 flu has raised everyone’s concerns about an eventual pandemic and the 
necessity of adequate preparedness. How might our congregations best prepare for 
and then respond to such an eventuality?

Check our new website – www.churchpandemicresources.ca  
– that will provide your congregation with a theological and 
pastoral framework for preparing for pandemic flu, and also 
offer practical ideas about ways you can serve your members 
and your community - right now, and when a pandemic strikes.

Also follow us on Twitter-ChurchFlu - http://twitter.com/churchflu. 

Two new MPN titles – to be released this summer:

Beyond Our Fears: 
Following Jesus in 
Times of Crisis by 
Pam Driedger, 2009.

Children’s Corner Resources for the library, home, Sunday School or Sunday morning storyteller.

Noah’s Wife: The Story of Naamah by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso and 
Bethane Andersen, Jewish Lights Publishing, 1996. In the tradition of 
Jewish midrash comes another of Sasso’s beautiful and provocative Old 
Testament parables: a story that celebrates the wisdom of Naamah, 
whom God calls on to save each plant on earth in the Great Flood. 
Inspires us all to be stewards of Earth’s garden. A great spring/
summer story!

For additional children’s books,  
see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/168.

Don’t Be Afraid: 
Stories of 
Christians in 
Times of Trouble 
by Rebecca Seiling; 
Cindy Snider, 2009. 

For other congregational pandemic resources, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/569.

An online resource to help 
congregations prepare for 
and respond to a pandemic

www.churchpandemicresources.ca
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A 15-minute radio program and web 
podcast that explores the life of the 
church, at home, across the street,  
and around the world.

In Manitoba at 8:45 am, 3rd Sunday of the month
CFAM 950, Altona; AM 1250, Steinbach; and CJRB 1220 Boissevain

On the web at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/158

Recent topics and guests include:
Food Security and the Church with Stefan Epp  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1007

Rebuilding Trust between the Church and Canada’s 
Indigenous Peoples with Anita Keith  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1009

Being the Church in Challenging Economic Times with 
Gary Hawton – www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1020

maTTerS
CHURCHAssembly 2009

Resources for your perusal 
before Saskatoon 09

Ministers’ Conference

Church Identity/Vision  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/870

Assembly Discernment Sessions

Testing the Spirits in the Midst of Hermeneutical 
Ferment

“Being A Faithful Church” paper 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1032

Biblical Hermeneutics  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1017

Promoting Peace in the Public Square

“Faith and the Public Square” paper  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/779

Peace – www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/184 

Church Health/Growth

Evangelism/Witness  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/646

Church Identity/Vision  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/870

Assembly Report Book  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1018

Registration, schedule and related 
materials  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/695

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

living 
inside 

Col 3:12-17

DID YOU KNOW? Resource Centre Facts

Although not explicit in our name, the Resource 
Centre is, in part, a library. Loan circulation in 

2008 increased by a whopping 23%! Are you in on the 
action? All the items profiled in Resource Update are 
available for loan – anywhere in Canada. Contact us 
or simply click on the “read more” links in this issue to 
access our online catalogue.

 

ARC: Associates 
Resourcing the Church 
A team of associates 
from Mennonite Church 

Eastern Canada (MCEC) who offer workshops and 
consultation services for churches to encourage 
healthy organizations and leaders.

Is your congregation struggling with conflict?

Is your leadership group leading your congregation 
through a period of change?

Would you like to re-focus your congregation’s 
mission?

Are you a pastor looking for leadership coaching?

ARC commits itself to working with congregations and 
related organizations to be signs of God’s presence in 
the world as communities of discernment, healing and 
hope.

Check their website  
http://www.arcministries.ca/

For other original resources, see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/479.

•

•

•

•

From our ChurchesFrom our Churches Original materials from our constituency
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These are the Footings: A Kalahari 
Journal by Jonathan Larson, Roaming 
Pen Press, 2009. The author grew up 
in Northeast India and later served as 
an adult educator in Botswana. Larson 
shares his short stories, enriched by 
conversation and a communal setting.

Good God Theater: Act 2: New 
Testament, Abingdon Press, 2008. 
This DVD, featuring Ted and Company 
Theater Works, has 16 biblical vignettes 
(comedy/drama) that provide great 
viewing and discussion for youth, adult 
or intergenerational groups. Includes 
discussion guide. Vol 1: Old Testament is 
also available.

For other biblical drama resources, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/789. 

When God Speaks through Worship: 
Stories Congregations Live By by Craig 
A. Satterlee, Alban Institute, 2009. When 
we worship in church, are we worshiping 
God, or ourselves? We have our preferred 
styles, but is that getting in the way of the 
purpose of worship? The author uses 
eight stories to inspire other congregations 
to seek God through their worship. 

For other worship theology resources, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1026.

Worship Words: Discipling Language 
for Faithful Ministry by Debra Rienstra 
and Ron Rienstra, Baker Publishing 
Group, 2009. A careful examination 
of the role and use of language in the 
worship practices of the church. Their 
goal is to help students, pastors, and 
worship leaders come to a renewed 
appreciation and understanding of 

words in worship and to inspire them to use words more 
intentionally – to the greater glory of God and the greater 
blessing of God’s people.

For other worship guides, see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1027.

In a Word: The Image and Language of 
Faith by Anneke Kaai-Van Wijgaarden 
and Eugene H. Peterson, Paraclete 
Press, 2003. Eugene Peterson’s wise, 
spiritual reflections on 23 well-known 
words of the Christian faith illuminate the 
vivid abstract paintings, infusing new life 
and meaning into Christian vocabulary.  

For other theological language resources, 
see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1023. 

Pursuing Peace: The Essence of 
Mennonite Central Committee 
– Revised Edition by Esther Epp-
Tiessen, MCC, 2009. This booklet is 
intended to explain Mennonite Central 
Committee’s commitment to peace. 
Includes discussion questions.

For other MCC resources, see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/36. 

Losers, Loners, and Rebels: The 
Spiritual Struggles of Boys by Robert 
C. Dykstra; Allan Hugh Cole Jr.; Donald 
Capps, Westminster John Knox Press, 
2007. In recent years, several books 
have analyzed the stage of adolescence 
for girls, but this is one of the first books 
to investigate the interior life of boys 
as they develop their sense of self and 
begin the spiritual journeys that will 

carry them throughout their lives.

For other adolescent boys resources, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1029.

The New Interpreter’s Handbook 
of Preaching by Paul Scott Wilson, 
Abingdon, 2008. A major reference tool 
for preaching that is both scholarly and 
practical, with articles on every facet 
of Christian sermon preparation and 
delivery. 

For other preaching resources, see  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1025. 

We stock all books included in this Resource Update 
including those books written and published by Mennonites.

33 Kent Ave, Kitchener, ON, N2H 3C1
Phone: 1-866-696-1678          www. pandorapress.com          

New Resources There are 3 new resources added each day. Check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/480 for a complete listing.
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Resource Update highlights faith and church ministry resources that the Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre makes available by loan, sale 
or electronic download. This newsletter is distributed 10 times a year by MC Canada in its congregational Equipping package. For a free electronic 
subscription, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/347

ROnline Survey
The Resource Update has gone through many changes 
over the last few years. We welcome your feedback by 
taking a couple of minutes to respond to this brief survey. 
Let us know how we can best serve you!

 www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1028

 From our Press

Coming soon!

Via: Exploring the Way of Christ. 
An 8-session curriculum for those 
new to the church and who may know 
nothing of the Bible. Introduces people 
to the basics of Christian faith from 
an Anabaptist perspective. Will be 
available in both Spanish and English. 

Merge: A Guidebook for Youth 
Service Trips by Krista D. Dutt. 
Leader’s guide for seven biblically-
based sessions before, during, and 
after a youth service trip. 

Youth Worship Sourcebook 
by Sarah Kathleen Johnson. 
Curriculum modules to guide youth 
in understanding worship and 
leading creative, meaningful worship 
experiences.

For the Beauty of the Earth: 
Women, Faith and Creation Care 
by Patty Friesen. The 2009 Canadian 
Women in Mission Bible 12-session 
Study Guide.

Words for Worship 2. Many of 
you – and other Canadians from 
our constituency – some months 
ago submitted prayers, litanies and 
other worship resources for this new 
anthology. Worship sections include: 
morning and evening prayers, praying 
in public places, blessings, dedications 

and various commissionings. Sample services include 
the Longest Night, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and All Saints’ Day.

New from Mennonite Publishing Network

 

 
Membership links you with a network of people who 
support the creation, testing, and sharing of new 
“songs of faith for small and tall.” Members receive 
electronic deliveries of these songs 3 times/year.

Free downloads – audio files with lyric sheets, 
activity ideas and musical notation available from 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1031. 

New CD – My Money Talks: Songs 
for Worship, 2007. Incorporates 
a variety of musical genres that 
mirrors the different worship 
styles in our congregations and 
speaks to the often 
difficult topic of 
stewardship. 

 
And download the CD’s 
accompanying artwork by 
Lynette Schroeder Wiebe.

New from SmallTall MusicFrom our Partners

Becoming Barnabas: The Ministry of 
Encouragement by Paul Moots, Alban 
Institute, 2004. Based on the book of 
Acts, Moots has identified five incidents 
from the ministry of Barnabas, an easily 
overlooked character, that provide a 
starting point to explore encouragement 
and how it can work in a congregation. 

For other pastoral role resources, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/373.

Silver Screen: Sacred Story by 
Michael G. Bausch, Alban Institute, 
2002. Grows out of the author’s personal 
experimentation and experience 
with multimedia worship and his 
conversations with other churches 
learning to use electronic media in 
worship.

For other resources on technology and 
worship, see www.mennonitechurch.ca/
tiny/1030. 
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