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Litany of Release and Blessing 
 
Leader 1: We have laughed together, cried together, 
  Worshipped together, prayed together. 
 
Leader 2: We have hoped together, dreamed together, 
  Worked together, and eaten lots of potlucks together. 
 
People: Now it is time to say goodbye. 
 

Leader 1: Parting is bittersweet. 
  Memories flood our minds and hearts. 
 
People: We say goodbye with gratitude and sadness mixed together in all sorts of 

strange ways. 
 
Leader 2: In saying goodbye to __________ (pastor), we release her from her 

responsibilities as a pastor at _______________________ (congregation). 
 Will you join me in this release? 
 
People: With God’s help, we release Sue from her responsibilities as our pastor. 
 
Pastor: As a symbol of this release, I give to you, _____________ (Cabinet chair), 
 as Cabinet chair, a new pair of glasses. I pray that ____________ 

(congregation) will keep on living out God’s visions, 
 sensitive to where God’s Spirit wishes to lead you as a congregation. 
 
People: With God’s help, we will keep on living our God’s vision or us. 
 
Pastor: And I give you __________ (Pastoral Committee chair), as Pastoral Committee 

chair, I give my hospital visiting card. I pray that _____________ (congregation) 
will keep on caring for one another, in familiar ways and in ways yet to be 
imagined. 

 
People: With God’s help, we will keep on caring. 
 

 

 



Pastor: And to you, _____________ (Worship Committee chair), as Worship 
Committee chair, I give the copy of the Hymnal where we keep track of the 
hymns we sing each Sunday.  I pray that _______________ (congregation) will 
keep on worshipping God, combining old and new expressions in vital, 
authentic ways. 

 
People: With God’s help, we will keep on worshipping God in ways that are 

authentic for us. 
 
Pastor: To you, ______________ (chair of Stewardship and Finance), as chair of 

Stewardship and Finance, 
 I give my keys to the church and to my office, 
 recognizing that this will no longer be the setting in which I minister. 
 
People: With God’s help, we release you, ________ (pastor), as our pastor. 
 
Leader 2: As we release __________ (pastor) from the ministry at _________________ 

(congregation),  
 We also want to ask God’s blessing on her future ministry. 
 
People: We offer our support and encouragement to you, ___________ (pastor), 
 As your ministry unfolds in new settings.  We pray God’s blessings on 

you and on us as we begin in a new relationship with each other, in which 
you are no longer our pastor. 

 
Leader 1: Now I ask you ____________ (pastor), do you release this congregation 
 from its loyalty to you as a pastor?  Do you release its members from turning 
 to you and depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek? 
 
Pastor: I do, with the help of God. I pray God’s blessing on each person here in his or 

her spiritual journey, and I pray God’s blessing on ____________ 
(congregation) in its continued ministry. 

 
 To you, _____________ (new pastor), I give this baptismal pitcher, which 

belonged to this congregation long before either one of us began here as a 
pastor.  I pray God’s blessing on you and your future colleagues in ministry as 
you lead this congregation. 

 
Leader 2: Let us join in prayer. 
 
All: Eternal God, you have been our refuge and strength through the years of 

our life together.  Give to us a strong sense of your presence as we now 
go our separate ways.  Enlarge our faith, that we may see your purpose 
unfolding in the happenings of this time. Be our guide through all that is 
dark and doubtful.  Grant us peace in doing your will. Bless and help us 
as we move into your future. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

   
 
 


