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Sunday Morning Annual Congregational Meeting 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church 

 
 

Listening TO God 
Listening FOR God 
Listening WITH God 

 
 

Listening TO God 
 
Prelude 
 
Hymn of Praise  HWB #87 Great is the Lord 
 
Call to Worship      
 
Welcome       
 
Listen! Stop! Halt! Be Quiet! Open your Ears. And Listen. Put away distractions. Focus on 
what is important. Check your priorities. Pay attention! And Listen. Quiet yourself. Open your 
inner heart. Become aware of the body of Christ around you. Notice the Spirit present and 
nudging. And Listen. Listen to the Lord as he speaks softly. Listen to the words as they call 
you. Listen to miracle of God Incarnate. Listen even if you don’t understand. Listen To… 
Listen For… Listen With God.  Amen.  
 
Our worship, our discernment, our decision-making, our gathering together as this 
congregation, this part of the body of Christ, is all about listening. Today is our annual 
meeting. Today is when we gather in worship to reflect on who we are, our identity, and to 
discern where God is calling us to go. We are called to listen within to ourselves and our own 
sense of what is important. We are called to listen to each of the people around us – and the 
gifts and opinions and wisdom that each brings. We are called to listen to Scripture – to put 
ourselves and our Story within the Larger Story of God and God’s People. And we are called 
to listen to God and to the living Spirit that creates and renews and makes all things new. It is 
appropriate that we do so in this season of Lent and this time of anticipating and preparing 
for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the core of our faith.  

 

 



 
I welcome everyone to this time of worship and discernment and invite guests and 
newcomers and long time members and participants to all join in both the worship and our 
discussions.  
 
[I also want to introduce and welcome John and Norma Lichti. They are members at Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church and John is team leader of their Stewards of Vision group. Over the last 
few years, the Leadership Councils of our two congregations have met periodically to learn 
from each other and share our vision and both the joys and struggles of our ministries 
together. On Feb 14 Hillcrest had their annual meeting and Brent Horst attended to listen and 
learn from how they do their meeting. John and Norma are paying a return visit here for our 
meeting. We warmly welcome you both, and look forward to our interaction with you. 
Welcome here.] 
 
 
Song  “Listen to the Lord” 
 
 
Prayer     
 
Open our ears. Open our hearts. Open our imaginations as we listen to your Spirit. Amen.  
 
 
Children’s Time        
 

• Talk about how the stories of Scripture shape and form us 

• children will be asked what their favourite Scripture story is – and why.  

• This provides a good lead in for the Finding our Biblical Story break out groups later in 
the morning 

 
 

Listening FOR God 
 
Our Vision 
 

• Vice-chair says a few words that connect what we are doing today with our 
congregational vision. Read the vision or have the congregation read the vision. 
We will have the 2 Vision banners up front. 

• Prayer  
  
 
Acceptance of 2009 Minutes     
 
Good morning.  Let us continue our worship as we attend to God’s work in the business of 
being church together.  May we hear and listen to God’s direction for us; listen for God’s 
blessings which have been bestowed on us individually and as a congregation; listen with 
God as together we hear the gentle nudging of our collective soul to action in the coming 
year.   
 
 



Acceptance of Reports 
 
[Councils come forward to answer any questions congregation has] 
 
 
Finding our Biblical Story 
 
Inspired by 2009 MCEC Day of Discernment, with Jack Suderman and Sue Steiner.   
 
Over the last few years, we have followed the Gather Round Sunday School material in 
Sunday school and worship, and have found ourselves immersed in the Scriptures. It has 
shaped us and formed us. We have witnessed and been energized by these Scriptures and 
by the Spirit moving within us. God’s story does that. We get drawn in. We become a part of 
that Story. And sometimes, within the larger story, a particular Bible story or theme resonates 
with where we are right now as a congregation. The story claims us and through that story, 
God can call us deeper into the story and deeper into God’s purposes for us.  
 
We want to take some time now to enter into this larger Story of the Bible and us, and ask if 
there are particular stories or themes that are calling out to us right now.  What are those 
stories? What is it about them that resonate with our congregation? How might these stories 
and themes lead us more deeply into God’s way for us here?  
 
You have these questions on the yellow sheets that were handed out to you when you came 
in today. After we sing, you will have a few minutes to let the Spirit bring to your mind a 
particular story or theme. You can write things down on your ½ sheets. It is okay if you don’t 
identify a story right away – it may come as you talk further. After time on our own we will 
break into small groups of 5-8 people and spend time sharing these stores and questions 
with each other. We will bring around a green sheet to record your group responses. May this 
be a time of listening and allowing the Scriptures to call to us and shape us for this coming 
year.  
 
Perhaps the story of the Israelites wandering around in the desert draws your attention, since 
your congregation is learning new ways of depending on God in an unfamiliar landscape…. 
 
Perhaps your attention is drawn to the Israelites newly arrived in the land of Canaan, as your 
church faces questions of faithful living in a pluralistic society;  perhaps the refrain 
“Remember the Lord your God…remember the Lord your God rings in your ears.” 
 
Perhaps your congregation is intrigued and drawn in by Jesus’ invitation to “come and see.” 
 
Perhaps your church resonates especially right now with Jesus’ parables of growth – with 
planting seeds and trusting God for the harvest. 
 
Perhaps your church is like the man paralyzed by a pool of healing water, waiting for years to 
be healed but somehow never being able to get into those waters until hearing Jesus’ 
invitation so very clearly…. 
 
Perhaps your church is like the church in the book of Acts, with so much going on you can 
hardly keep up with it; being dragged along by the Spirit…. 
 
 
[Individual and Group Discernment] 



 
 
Responses: 
 
[Verbally name particular scriptures and themes, without long explanation.  Leadership 
gathers written responses to compile.] 
 
 
Hymn   HWB #594 “Lord, you Sometimes speak in wonders” 

 
 
Refreshment Break  (10 minutes) 
 
 
Hymn   HWB #37 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 
 
Offering and Offertory 
 
Our offerings this morning are not only the regular amounts we put into today’s coffer, but 
also reflections on our whole spending plan. The offerings we give each week represent our 
vision as a congregation – where we want to go and what our priorities are. And so we offer 
all of this to God and will pray our prayer of thanks at the end of this section.  
 
 
Past Year’s Financial Statements  
 
[Financial statements are presented and accepted] 
 
 
Narrative Spending Plan Presentation   
 
[Current year’s spending plan is offered in a narrative format, using power point, etc.] 
 
 
Feedback and Acceptance of 2010 Spending Plan 
 
Prayer 
 
God of all we have and all we are, we thank you for your generosity to us.  May we listen to 
you, for you and with you as we engage with and listen to and for each other in our 
discussion.  Let us hear your will for our resources in the coming year.  AMEN. 
 
[Feedback and questions on Spending Plan.  And its acceptance.  Appointment of Auditor. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
O God, how good and pleasant it is when we share our gifts of money to further the way of 
love, hope, and justice in this community and on earth. May our offerings now be received in 
celebration of life, here and around the world.  Amen 

 



 

Listening WITH God 
 
Song   “Listen with the Lord”  
 
 
New Business/Dreams  
 
This is our discussion time – to raise questions, concerns, affirmations, wonderings, and 
dreams for the future....sometimes called ‘open mic’.  When we desire to be faithful to God, 
God is happy, and I believe we are a congregation with a strong desire to hear God and to 
act on God’s direction. 
 
What questions, concerns, dreams do you have to share today? 
 
 

Hearing our Biblical Story 
 

• Leadership shares reflections from the Biblical Story exercise.  

• What did we notice? What did we learn? What Scriptures seem to emerge as 
significant, what Scripture themes seem to be speaking to us right now?  

• This is also where we would announce that as a follow up to today’s exercise of 
listening and trying to find our Biblical story, we will take the comments and the 
ideas and Scriptures written down on the sheets, and form a 6 week worship series 
using the Scriptures that emerge (Easter to Pentecost).   

 
 
Congregational Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
  
Congregational Prayer       
 
 
Announcements        

 
 

Sending Hymn  STJ #78 Sizaohamba naye 
 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 


