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A Leaving Service 

From the Old Building to the New 

 

 
Introduction: 
 
For our first service in the new building, we began in the old building.  Then we had a singing 
processional, carrying the pulpit and hymn books over into the new building. 
 
Finally, for our dedication service several weeks later, we had a cross processional where 
several people carried the cross down the aisle and we had the property committee fasten it 
to the front sanctuary wall. 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Introducing Theme of “Leaving Service” 
 
 Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
 
Hymn: Praise to the Lord the Almighty 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Offering & Prayer 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Theme: Saying “Good-bye” 
 
 Scripture Reading: Joshua 4:1-7 
 
 Israel picked up 12 stones—one stone for each tribe—as a memorial to God who  
 acted on their behalf to bring them to the promised land.  What things would you pick 
 as a memorial to God who has acted on our behalf these last 45 years?  What was the 
 time, event or experience where you really felt that God was at work here?  
 

 

 



 Reflections & Sharing 
 
Hymn: The Work is Thine 
 
 Further Sharing 
 

� Let’s go back to the beginnings of the building. Who remembers the construction 
phase? 
 
What stands out in your mind? Do you remember what it cost to put up this building? 
[ca $6,000]  Was that a lot of money in those days? According to what I read, you had 
to take out a mortgage on a third of it in order to build.  Other memories on the 
building phase?  Did it feel like God was behind you in this effort? 
 

� Sharing:  Then there were the “firsts” in this building.  Does anyone want to share 
some of these experiences?  Either a first for the congregation or a first for you?  
(weddings, baptisms, etc.) 

 
Hymn: I love to tell the story 
 
 Further Sharing 
 

� What kinds of special programs or services do you remember?   
- Does anyone remember wearing some of the Christmas Eve costumes? 
- Would anyone who has played an angel please stand 
- I hear an Advent wreath once caught fire. What happened? 

 
� Do any Baptism or Communion services stand out? 
 
� Or, maybe it’s some of the more ordinary experiences that you will take with you out of 

this building.  Like some early years in Sunday School.   
 

� What about church choirs over the years? 
 

� Maybe it wasn’t a program but a project.  We have spent a lot of time cleaning and 
repairing along the way.  Do you have clean-up memories? 
 

� What do you think you’ll miss most about this building?   
-    Maybe…no more hiding in the balcony! 

 
Hymn: I lay my sins on Jesus 
 
 Further Sharing 
 

� We all know that things haven’t always been rosy.  Are there things you want to share 
that you wish you had or hadn’t done? Or maybe you need to reflect on the pain you 
feel.  Are there things that we as a church need to repent of? 

 
Prayer of Confession:  1 John 1:9 
 



Hymn:  Now thank we all our God 
 
 Further Sharing 
 

� “I thank God I’ve been part of worshipping in this place because…” 
- Joys, Concerns and Prayer 

 
Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation 
 
A symbol of closing: 
 
For those who want, after the benediction this morning, you are invited to come forward and 
take a candle, light it and walk out with it—as a symbol of our belief—that even though we 
will soon not worship in this building, we will still take with us our experiences and memories 
of God being with us in this place. 
 
Sending:  Psalm 121 
 
Benediction 

 


