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Wondering Questions:

I wonder how Mr. Stone and Mr. Sand 
felt when the houses they built were ten 
years old.

I wonder why Mr. Sand talked so much 
and worked so little, and why Mr. Stone 
worked so much and talked so little.

I wonder how stories about house build-
ing can help us live God’s way. 

I wonder if God wants me to build, or talk, 
or both, or something else.
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Gathering Activity:

Warmly welcome the children to that 
special part of worship where we help 
children understand and connect with 
the worship theme and with God, whom 
we gather to worship. Ask them if 
anyone likes building things and plans 
to become a builder. Ask the rest of 
the congregation to raise their hands if 
they like building things. Tell them that 
today’s Scripture reading from Matthew 
7 (show them the text in your Bible) 
includes one of the most famous stories 
Jesus told, and that it is about building 
houses. Sing the song, “The wise man 
built his house upon the rock.” Tell them 
that today’s story is a modern version 
of the story Jesus told. Encourage them 
to listen for the ways it is the same, and 
the ways it is different. Ask them to join 
you as you prepare your hearts to hear 
today’s story by becoming aware of 
and thankful for God’s nearness. Once 
there is a worshipful silence begin the 
following story. 

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2011. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada.



Story: 

An older man decided to invest his money by having two houses built. He hired the 
Stone Construction Company to build one house and the Sand Construction Company 
to build the other house. At the end of every week, Mr. Stone and Mr. Sand would come 
and report on how construction was coming along. 

Mr. Stone was a very careful worker who made sure his workers did everything properly. 
They dug the hole for the foundation carefully and waited till the weather was warm 
to pour the concrete. Mr. Sand was not so careful. He preferred going to the coffee 
shop to chat with his friends, especially when it was cold or wet outside. Mr. Sand liked 
telling stories that made people laugh and told lots of great stories. When it was time to 
report to the owner of the house, he made a story out of his report. He described how 
wonderful everything was; how smooth the concrete was on the basement floor and 
how beautiful the tall windows would look in the moonlight. However, he was a foolish 
builder. He didn’t watch his workers closely enough, and didn’t know that the foundation 
of the house actually had too much sand in the concrete mix.

Mr. Stone was not much of a talker. He liked doing things instead of talking about 
them. But Mr. Stone was a very good builder. When the construction crew got behind 
schedule, he picked up a hammer and helped them. When the wrong bricks were 
delivered, he noticed and sent them back. He made sure the plumbing, and the wiring, 
and the insulation were done right. But, when he reported to the owner, he just said, 
“The walls are up,” or, “The shingles are on.”

Mr. Sand’s reports were long and colourful. He told the owner that the siding was just 
the colour of a mourning dove and that the carpet was so warm that it would remind 
people of a sandy beach on a sunny day. He said the kitchen was so beautiful that 
people would always be happy to cook and wash dishes in it. But, because he spent so 
much time at the coffee shop, Mr. Sand didn’t notice that the cupboards in the kitchen 
weren’t built properly and that there wasn’t enough insulation in the walls.

When the houses were finished, the man paid Mr. Stone and Mr. Sand for their work. 
But, he said, “I will also pay you a bonus in 10 years. It will be based on how well the 
houses have stood the test of time.” Mr. Stone just smiled, but Mr. Sand talked on and 
on about how happy the man would be with the wonderful house he had built.

Ten years later, Mr. Stone received a big bonus. The house he built was warm and cozy 
and solid. What do you think happened to Mr. Sand? You are right. He didn’t get any 
bonus at all. Instead, he received a letter of complaint. It said:

“Mr. Sand, your words were better than your work. The house you built is not in good 
shape any more. The house creaks and groans when the wind blows or when someone 
walks across the floor. There are leaks in the basement and leaks in the skylight. Half 
the doors in the house don’t work properly and the floors looked tired and dingy. You 
would do better to talk less and work harder. You are lucky I’m not taking you to court.”



Prayer: 

Thank you Jesus, for stories about building that teach us about doing our work carefully. 
Please help us to be dependable, like Mr. Stone was, so that we can serve well and be 
pleased with our own work. Thank you that we can always depend on you; that you are 
like a solid rock that we can build solid houses on. Amen.


