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Background
World Communion Sunday (initially called World Wide 
Communion Sunday) originated in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  In 1936, for the first time, the first Sunday 
in October was celebrated in Presbyterian churches in the 
United States and overseas.  From the beginning, it was 
planned so that other denominations could make use of 
it. After a few years, the idea was welcomed by the wider 
Christian community as an opportunity to move beyond 
historical and theological differences and worship together.  
On this first Sunday of October, we celebrate our oneness – 
our communion – in Christ, in the midst of a world still in 
need of the reconciling unity of Christ.

The Middle English roots of the word “communion” refer to 
having something in common and to being in a relationship. 
On this particular Sunday, it is a blessing to be intentionally 
aware of being “in communion,” that is, sharing Christ Jesus, 
our Lord and Saviour, whom we have “in common” with 
other Christians, congregations, and denominations around 
the world.  We enact the sharing of this special commonality 
by remembering the Lord’s Supper.  For Mennonites who 
don’t customarily receive the bread and cup each week, the 
significance of communion is enlarged this Sunday as the 
celebration of the fellowship and unity of the body of Christ 
extends far beyond the local congregation.

Uniting in worship around the written Word selected from 
the Lectionary texts for this Sunday also brings us into 
communion with those across denominations and around 
the world.   Consider how these texts are lived out similarly 
or differently in settings other than your own denomination, 
region, or country.  As you prepare for World Communion 
Sunday, study these scriptures with people from another 
denomination or country of origin.  If you are already 
partnering with another congregation, solicit their personal 
commentaries on the texts.  Ecumenical partnering in prayer, 
worship, and scripture-study is often like receiving a breath of 
fresh air – the Holy Spirit’s breath!

Lectionary Scriptures: Job 1:1; 2:1-10, 26; Genesis 2:18-24; 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16

Visual Ideas
1)  Several weeks ahead, consult with Sunday School 

teachers, to arrange a visit with youth or Sunday School 
children to explain about World Communion Sunday.  
Ask them to create a drawing/painting that could be 

used as a visual focus on the bulletin cover, or a banner.  
Sunday School teachers, mentors, or parents could help 
flesh this out.  A possible image to use would be that of 
hands gently cradling the world.

2)  Since different denominations and countries use 
different grains to make their communion ‘bread,’ grains 
of rice, wheat, corn, and other grains could be displayed 
in a large bowl or in separate bowls that are side-by-side.

3)  The Bread and Cup are the most important visual focus 
of this worship service.  Be sure to have a large whole 
‘loaf ’ or variety of breads/tortillas/rice cakes and a large 
‘cup’ prominently placed on the communion table.  A 
table covering from another culture would add to the 
world-flavour of this celebration.

WorShIp ComponentS 
(from which you can create your own order of worship)

music Suggestions
World Communion Sunday is an opportunity to intentionally 
share in the rich global ministry of music.  The choir or a group of 
singers could lead the congregation in less familiar pieces or sing 
them as communion is served.  Musicians could also awaken the 
listeners’ ears to an upcoming new song by playing it as a prelude 
and/or offertory prior to its being sung by the congregation.  

Gathering Songs
 HWB  #1 – What is this place
 HWB  #6 – Here in this place
 HWB  #7 – Here, O Lord, your servants gather
 SJ  #5 – Come and be light for our eyes
praise Songs
 HWB  #64 – Asithi: Amen (Sing Amen)
 HWB  #78 – Ehane he’ama (Father God, you are holy)
 HWB  #112 – O Lord, our Lord, how majestic  
 HWB  #117 – Fairest Lord Jesus  (Hebrews 1:1-4)
 SS  #1 – Praise the One who breaks the darkness
prayer Songs
[Either of these hymns could be sung between sections of the 
Prayers of the People]

 HWB  #358 – Oyenos, mi Dios
 SJ  #57 – Mayenziwe (Your will be done)  
Assurance Songs
 HWB  #338 – I know not why God’s wondrous grace
 SJ  #32 – If you believe and I believe
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Communion Songs
 HWB  #454 – Seed, scattered and sown
 HWB  #471 – Eat this bread
 HWB  #477 – For the bread
 SJ  #86 – Taste and see
 SJ  #87 – Put peace into each other’s hands
 SJ  #88 – Haleluya!  Pelo tsa rona (Hallelujah!  We 

sing your praises!)
 SS  #34 – You are holy
 SS  #77 – Here is the bread
Sending
 HWB  #459 – I come with joy to meet my Lord
 SS  #123 – Let us talents and tongues employ
Call to Worship 
 Leader: With all the ends of the earth, 
 All: Let us remember and turn to the LORD!
 Leader:   With all the families of the nations, 
 All:   let us worship God,
 Leader:   for the LORD is ruler of all,
 All:   and Saviour of the world. (based on Psalm 22:27, 28)

Invocation
As your Body, the church, gathers across generations and 
geography, unite our hearts in wonder as we praise you, our 
Creator. Unite our lives in joy as we meet you, risen Lord.
Unite us now in worship by your Holy Spirit’s grace.
We celebrate your presence with us here and in our world.  
Amen.

Sermon Ideas  
Among the Lectionary scripture selections, the text from 
mark 10:2-16 is the “elephant in the room.”  We struggle 
with what to say, let alone sing and preach when it comes 
to divorce.   If at all possible, don’t avoid this text!  Jesus 
does not speak to the rightness or the wrongness of divorce.  
Even the scripture quoted by the Pharisees (Deut. 24:1-4, 
originally designed to control abuses of divorce and protect 
the victims of divorce) does not indicate that divorce is 
‘lawful.’  It only suggests what to do if divorcing. Paired 
with the Genesis 2:18-24 text, from which Jesus quotes, 
the congregation needs to be reminded of God’s holy intent 
“from the beginning” for marriage.  Jesus teaches his disciples 
in private that both men and women are responsible for 
maintaining their marriage and avoiding adulterous thoughts 
and situations that lead to divorce and marrying the person 
one lusts after.  

The fact remains, however, that some marriages fail and that 
divorce happens.  I think that the compilers of the Lectionary 
wisely included verses 13-16, where Jesus calls, gathers, 
touches, and blesses the children.  At first there seems to be 
nothing in common/communion between vv.2-12 and vv. 

13-16.  However, we are all children of God – unmarried, 
married, divorced, hurting or hurtful.  Whatever our state, 
God’s posture is open-armed, drawing us (back) into a loving, 
healing relationship in Christ.  

The text from Job1:1; 2:1-10 speaks broadly to both personal 
and world situations and experiences of unexplainable 
suffering, while trusting in the prevailing goodness of God.  
In a way, Job is like Everyman, the name given to the central 
character in a medieval morality play who represents all of 
humanity. He is the one who teaches us the lesson about 
ourselves, our world, and God’s nearness in both. Include 
some current stories from near and far (to reflect World 
Communion Sunday) about the faithfulness of God and 
God’s people during adversity.  

The passage from hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 (especially 2:9, 10) 
could easily tie in with the suffering of Job (and humanity).  
God in Jesus knew suffering, too, and therefore knows our 
suffering even now.  It is through his suffering that Jesus 
identified with humanity.  As William Barclay has said, “If 
Jesus had come into this world in a form in which he could 
never have suffered, he would have been quite different from 
[us] and so no Saviour for us.”  Suffering is what we all – even 
our Saviour – have in common/in communion.  Yet, clinging 
to our Saviour, we also experience even in adversity, the 
reflection of God’s glory this side of heaven.

Children’s time 
Show some road signs (“Stop ,Curve Ahead, Steep Grade”).  
These signs tell us what we might not be able to see just now, 
but what we know is real.  The bread and grape juice on the 
communion table today are also signs of something we can’t 
see but that we know is real and true; they are signs of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  Perhaps the children know some sign 
language?  Teach them a sign that signifies they would like to 
receive a blessing – a hug from God – (crossing their arms and 
putting their hands on opposite shoulders).  Give each child 
a bag of pretzels that are shaped like “hugs,” to remind them 
of the sign for the blessing.  There are two pretzels in each 
bag, one to eat when they go back to their seat and the second 
one to eat when others are served communion.  Later, when 
communion is served in their row (or if people come forward 
for communion), remind the children to cross their arms to 
let the server know if they would like to receive a blessing.  
End by praying with the children, thanking God for loving 
us and for the signs of God’s love – families, Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, communion, the Bible, nature, etc.  Conclude by 
praying that these children might continue growing into the 
children of God that God desires them to be.
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Confession and Assurance
Confession allows an opportunity to say what may be among 
the most important two-and-a-half words in the English 
language:  I’m sorry.  As we empty our hearts of sin, regret, 
and injury given or received, more space within is made 
available to receive the Lord and one another.  

Silence during worship is sometimes foreign territory, yet if 
we think about it in musical imagery, the space (the ‘rests’ 
or silence) between the notes helps shape and give meaning 
to the music itself.  In the same way, silence – amidst the 
speaking, singing, action during worship – can actually 
enhance these elements of worship.   The Prayer of Confession 
is a very suitable time to incorporate the element of silence. 
Lead the congregation in SS #172, with its ‘built-in’ spaces 
for silent prayer. Invite people to sit with open palms as 
they prepare to lay down what they give over to God and in 
preparation for receiving the whispers of the Spirit of the 
Lord in their heart. People may feel anchored by repeating in 
their heart:  Be still and know that I am God.  

Follow the prayer of confession with a hymn of assurance.  
While people are still standing, invite the congregation to 
pass the Peace of Christ, as a sign of being reconciled to God 
and one another. With a hug or handshake say, “The peace of 
Christ be with you” to which the receiver responds, “And also 
with you.”

Celebration of Communion
Invitation

Communion hymn
the Story 
See A Wee Worship Book, by Wild Goose Worship Group, 
(Chicago:  GIA, 1999), p. 85, for a great historically rooted 
description of and introduction to the sacramental act of 
communion.

Words of Institution  
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed
took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks,  
he broke it and said,“This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.”
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
You proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again.

Communion prayer  
(adapted from A Wee Worship Book, p. 99)
For us you were born,
for us you healed, preached, taught
and showed the way to heaven;
for us you were crucified, 
and for us, after death, you rose again.

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now,
for all that you have done
and all that you have promised,
we praise you and give you honour and glory!

Send down your Holy Spirit on us and on this bread and cup,
that through you we may be healed, forgiven, and made 
whole, and that for you we may be your body, united together, 
loving and caring in the world until you kingdom comes.  

United in our love for you and one another,
we join together in the prayer that you taught your friends, 
saying:  Our Father…
(adapted from A Wee Worship Book, p. 99)

Words of Invitation
Because practices vary so, please use words dictated by local 
custom or the Spirit’s leading here.

Words for the distribution of bread and cup
Taste and see that the Lord is good!  (Psalm 34:8)

Blessing of the Children (and others not receiving the 
bread and cup)  
Remind the children and others that now is the time to use 
their ‘sign language’ if they’d like to receive a blessing from 
the pastor or pastral care deacon.  As the deacons and/or 
pastor(s) serve communion, they may bless those who would 
like a blessing by placing a hand on the individual s̀ head or 
shoulder and saying the following or another blessing:

May God bless you.
May Christ shine in you.
May the Holy Spirit rest on you.  Amen. 

post Communion prayer
HWB 789

Sending hymn
Benediction  Romans 15:5-6

Direct your comments about Special Sunday Worship Resources 
to Elsie Rempel at erempel@mennonitechurch.ca.


