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What does Mennonite Church Canada have to do with 
ministries like Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
or Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS), or even the soup 
kitchen down the street? Quite a lot, actually. Mennonite 
Church Canada builds the foundation for the good work 
they do by building people of faith.

These ministries and others like them rely upon the hands, 
feet and hearts of people – often volunteers – who are 
dedicated to working for peace and justice, caring for 
creation, healing relationships with Canada’s First Nations, 
and extending compassion and hospitality to newcomers 
and those of other faith traditions. Many of them draw their 
convictions from deep roots in Jesus Christ that have been 
nurtured by God’s gift of the church.

Mennonite Church Canada is a church-building, faith-
nurturing body, a community of over 225 congregations 
represented by five area churches: Mennonite Church 
Eastern Canada (MCEC), Mennonite Church Manitoba 
(MCM), Mennonite Church Saskatchewan (MC Sask), 
Mennonite Church Alberta (MCA),  and Mennonite 
Church British Columbia (MCBC). This family is building 
a capacity to support three priorities that connect in an 
ever-growing circle:

•	 Forming a people of God, ready to serve

•	 Becoming a global church, shaped and informed by 
those who serve

•	 Growing leaders for the church, to continue forming a 
people of God in this generation and generations to come.

With your encouragement and support, Mennonite 
Church Canada provides faith education, resources for 
learning and worship, leadership training, and peace and 
conflict resolution teaching. Through ministry in 26 
countries including Canada, we are encouraging community 
development, ministry partnerships between nations, and we 
are growing relationships for God’s holistic vision of shalom 
inside the church and beyond, through our churches and 
through the crucial ministries of our sister organizations.

The many ways in which we minister together are not as 
immediately visible as on-the-ground responses to the 
social justice issues or national disasters that make media 
headlines, but they are making a difference. Read on to 
discover a few of the many ways that you have helped to 

grow people and communities for God in 2012.  And please 
consider sharing excerpts from this report on a regular 
basis at your meetings, on your bulletin boards, and in your 
church newsletters and Sunday morning bulletins. 

Thank you for your prayers and encouragement. Thank you 
for sharing your financial resources and for volunteering your 
time to help shape people with a heart for God. By doing 
so, you are expanding our capacity to grow communities of 
grace, joy, and peace in the world. And you’re helping build a 
people who will serve on the ground in myriad ways. 

Forming a people of God
In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada shared resources with 
over 220 churches and thousands of individuals across the 
country, providing timely and relevant materials to inspire 
faith and nurture discipleship. Staff provided pastor placement 
services, church leadership resources, and organized a variety 
of events that brought people face-to-face for discussion, 
growth and fellowship, all with the objective of shaping people 
who will play an active role in building God’s Kingdom. 

1. Mennonite Church Canada distributed 10 issues of 
Equipping to each of our congregations in 2012. This 
collection of resources keeps congregations up-to-date 
on wider church activities and provides educational and 
worship resources. Thank you for using these materials 
– and for providing the donations that allow us to 
produce them!  www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/128.

2. Mennonite Church Canada is looking ahead with a 
task force created in 2012 to explore how we as a family 
of congregations can work together to achieve God’s 
missional aspirations for the world. The future may be 
steeped in mystery, but together as congregations, Area 
Churches and the National Church, we are working to 
live into that mystery.

3. Your donation dollars enabled Mennonite Church 
Canada to produce booklets like Witness Worker 
Update and the Worship at Home series (including  
the poseable Chris and Selah dolls based upon the 
series’ main characters), and quarterly newsletters like 
World of Witness (WoW) and Intotemak. Resource 
materials specifically designed to meet the needs 
of Canadian congregations would not be possible 
without your support.



2

Ministry Highlights people communitiesgrowing &
God 2012for in

4. Your support has helped Mennonite Church Canada 
Indigenous Relations publish the quarterly magazine, 
Intotemak, since 1972. Intotemak, received by over 
1,200 households, means “my friends” or “my clan.”  
It nurtures discussion and reflection on the various  
ways that non-aboriginals and aboriginals can seek 
peace and relationship together across cultures.  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1919. 

5.  Church Matters, a radio and podcast program heard 
by over 20,000 listeners over the airwaves and several 
thousand more via the internet, explores why the 
church matters in the world today, through interviews 
with guests and story tellers from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and perspectives. In 2012, Mennonite 
Church Canada celebrated the fifth anniversary of 
Church Matters with more than 72 episodes produced 
to date. www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1893.

6.  Please Pass the Faith: The Art of Spiritual 
Grandparenting, written by Mennonite Church Canada 
Formation Consultant Elsie Rempel, sold over 700 
copies. This book is a response to your call for a resource 
to connect generations through a legacy of faith.   
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1798.

7. As of October 31, 2012, two thousand electronic 
resources – created by the national church office and by 
congregations across the country – were downloaded 
for a record total of 104,000 times from Mennonite 
Church Canada’s Resource Centre. Almost 3300 books, 
DVDs, curricula and other materials were circulated 
to individuals and congregations across Canada.  This 
circulation represents a 15% increase over 2011.  
http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/Home.

8. The Mennonite Church Canada Resource Centre 
welcomed its 1000th subscriber to its regular Resource 
Update, which keeps people like you up-to-date with 
the latest books, DVD and other resources. Subscribe to 
Resource Update at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1935. 

9. “I love resources,” says Carrie Martens, who since the 
summer has volunteered over 100 hours to the Mennonite 
Church Canada Resource Centre. She is helping to sort 
and catalogue the generous collection of books and DVDs 
donated by the Mennonite Brethren in Christ Resource 
Centre in Kitchener, Ont. as a result of its closure in 2012. 
Carrie is but one example of the ways people serve the 
National Church – and we are grateful for every effort.

10. With your donations, an average of three new resources 
are added to the Resource Centre catalogue each day. 
Additionally, the selection of titles available for sale is 
growing. You’ll find products from our own publishing 
ministry, MennoMedia, the CMU Bookstore, and 
Mennonite Church Canada Heritage Centre.

11. Mennonite Church Canada’s website has been 
redesigned to help you navigate through it more easily, 
and to enable expedient delivery of information.  
The website attracts an average of 16,000 unique 
visitors/month. www.mennonitechurch.ca 

12. Mennonite Church Canada’s new web site  
features a greatly enhanced, secure and safe online 
donation feature. Visit the new donate page at  
https://donate.mennonitechurch.ca/.

13. The Faith and Life Committee of Mennonite Church 
Canada shaped Dusting off the Bible for the 21st 
Century, the 2012 Study Assembly, with a focus on 
equipping the church with tools to be a discerning 
body in today’s world. 

14. Mennonite Church Canada’s Assembly 2012, a study 
gathering on the theme Dusting off the Bible for the 
21st Century, prompted many positive responses from 
delegates and participants. Most appreciated were the 
format of the event as a study session, the facility used, 
and the accommodations. Review what took place here: 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1727.

15. Delegates to Assembly 2012 approved Being a Faithful 
Church 4 for study. Newly developed tools are available 
to help stimulate further thought and discussion on this 
topic: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1947. 

16. Your donations are helping to support a growing ethnic 
and cultural diversity with a growing body of multilingual 
resources: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1924.  
Each Sunday, Mennonite Church Canada congregations 
worship in over 15 languages.

17. Eighty church members from across Mennonite Church 
Canada joined the Faith and Life Committee for a 
season of prayer and “Listening to what the Spirit is 
saying” to our church today so that we can continue to 
be a faithful church in a time of great change. We are 
inspired by the deep faith and commitment of these 
members.
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18. Forty-four young adults under the age of thirty 
attended the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 
2012. In the past, about half that number attended. 
“I think it’s really important that we’re a part of a 
national assembly,” said Kristina Toews, of Eben-Ezer 
Mennonite Church in Abbotsford, BC. “It reminds 
people that we’re a part of a larger congregation.”  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1920.

19. In Sept., eight young adult representatives from 
across Canada came to Winnipeg for a face-to-face 
meeting about the future of the church. A follow-up 
teleconference took place in Nov. Mennonite Church 
Canada leadership is discerning ways to bring young 
adults together for a much larger gathering.  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1901.

20. Organizers are preparing to host hundreds of youth for 
the Fat Calf Festival (aka Mennonite Church Canada 
2013 Youth Assembly) at Camp Assiniboia, just outside 
of Winnipeg. Thank you for encouraging the youth you 
know to take part in this life-changing event – and for 
offering financial assistance to help them attend.  
http://fatcalf.mennonitechurch.ca.

21. The Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery relies totally on 
donations, and in 2012 those gifts brought six exhibits 
to life. Curator and artist Ray Dirks says that “One of 
the most highly publicized exhibits, Indescribable – It 
is about Murder, generated strong responses from those 
who saw it – and it received national media attention.” 
The gallery provokes thought through art that explores 
peace and justice issues and inherent human dignity. 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/programs/gallery/.

22.  Along the Road to Freedom, an exhibit at the Mennonite 
Heritage Centre Gallery, featured Mennonite women 
of courage and faith who brought their families to 
peace and freedom in Canada. Most came from what 
is now Ukraine. The event helped bring together 
participants from the Mennonites and Human Rights 
study conference (October) and a group of international 
visitors from the  Holodomor Memorial Museum in 
Kyiv, Ukraine (November).The exhibit will tour across 
Canada in 2013. 

23. In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada staff and itinerating 
international Witness workers responded to invitations 
from more than 100 congregations across Canada to 
resource, learn, and facilitate ministry. If you would like 
someone from Mennonite Church Canada to address 
your congregation, view the latest edition of our Speakers 
Bureau at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1921

24. Mennonite Church Canada Indigenous Relations works 
closely with Mennonite Church Manitoba’s Partnership 
Circle, where 17 urban/southern Manitoba Mennonite 
congregations partner with 5 indigenous congregations 
for mutual support and encouragement. Congregations 
meet each spring and fall.

25. Daniel Horne, Mennonite Church Canada Partnership 
Development Director, visited more than a dozen 
congregations to discuss potential partnerships with 
wider national church ministries. Thank you for 
inviting Daniel into your church family to talk about 
the possibilities of connecting with a congregation in 
another setting!  

26. In 2012, 40 videos were uploaded to Mennonite Church 
Canada’s YouTube channel – including a series that offers 
a behind the scenes look at your wider church ministry 
and staff. The channel received over 16,500 views. The 
most viewed item was a Mennonites Everywhere piece 
featuring NHL player Nick Spaling (3851 views).  
www.youtube.com/mennonitechurchca.

27. 186 stories were released by Mennonite Church 
Canada’s News Service.

28. Church Matters! That’s the message delivered to tens 
of thousands of regular listeners in 12 episodes of the 
Church Matters radio broadcast and podcast produced 
in 2012. Listen to any of 72 episodes available via iTunes 
or at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1893.

29. The Mennonite Church Canada Facebook group has 
over 430 members! Join at www.facebook.com/groups/
mennonitechurchcanada/.
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Becoming a Global Church
Nurturing church-to-church relationships around the globe 
is a complex undertaking that involves negotiating physical 
distance, bridging cultural and linguistic differences, seeking 
peace and justice and juggling travel-related environmental 
concerns with the need for face-to-face connections and 
caring for God’s creation, which sustains us all. Working 
with international partners in 25 countries around the 
world, we are helping people search their souls, training 
new leaders, building and planting churches, and helping 
start micro-businesses in less-developed places. Thank you 
for supporting and encouraging these important aspects of 
global ministry.

30. With your help, Mennonite Church Canada provided 
$5000 for emergency relief in response to a super 
typhoon in December 2012 in Cagayan de Oro City 
and Iligan City, two heavily populated urban centres in 
Mindanao, Philippines. Thank you for sharing God’s 
grace and compassion with these hard-hit communities. 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1926.

31. Babies! Mennonite Church Canada international 
worker families grew by two this year. On April 4, 
Christina and Darnell Barkman, workers in Philippines, 
gave birth to Makai, a baby brother for Cody. On Sept. 
21, Lillian and Norm Nicolson, workers in Burkina 
Faso, welcomed Kenneth, a baby brother for Nadine, 
who proclaimed “my baby is born!” shortly after his 
birth.  We are grateful for young couples who are willing 
to raise their children abroad and commit their lives to 
international ministry.

32. In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada celebrated 
ministry events and milestones: In Israel/Palestine 
(Christ at the Checkpoint conference), China (a 
growing interest in Anabaptism is launching a China 
Vision – a new Anabaptist network), South Korea (we 
partner in peace building with the Korea Anabaptist 
Center), Congo (Mennonites celebrated a 100 year 
anniversary milestone), South Africa (Anabaptist 
peace teaching is helping to heal the deep wounds left 
by apartheid), the Philippines (a Mennonite–led peace 
influence has helped shape a peace agreement in a land 
conflict) and healing relations with Canada’s First 
Nations people (through the Truth and Reconciliation 
process). www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1894.

33. Although three decades may seem to be a short period 
of time in the long history of China, those years have 
brought incredible change to the country and her 
people – and Mennonite Church Canada has been 
there, through a partnership with Mennonite Partners 
in China (MPC). Thank you for supporting an 
English teaching ministry which opens doors to strong 
relationships and provides opportunities for teachers to 
model Christ. www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1927.

34. Since January 2012, there have been no recorded armed 
skirmishes between government forces and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front in Mindanao, Philippines, 
where Dann and Joji Pantoja serve as Mennonite 
Church Canada peace builders. Through their ministry, 
Peacebuilders Community Inc., the message of Shalom 
is garnering attention from communities, governments 
and the military. Thank God for the amazing response  
to this message of Shalom – and thank you for 
supporting the Pantoja’s efforts to build Peace and 
Reconciliation (PAR) teams through their ministry.  
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/190.

35.  PrayerNet reaches over 800 individual and 
congregational subscribers up to 11 times per year.   
2012 marked the Tenth Anniversary of PrayerNet, 
which shares prayer requests and praise items concerning 
all wider church ministries. We are grateful to know that 
you are praying with us! To subscribe to PrayerNet, see 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1943. 

36. 2012 brought the launch of Mennonite Church 
Canada’s Mennonites Everywhere video series designed 
to dispel Mennonite stereotypes. Three instalments are 
now available – and we encourage you to use them on 
your web sites: www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1897

37.  New entrepreneurs have already launched their own 
micro enterprises as a result of entrepreneurship 
seminars for Mennonite youth, women’s groups and 
more. Facilitated by Mennonite Church Canada and 
the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso, 
this training is creating jobs in areas such as agriculture, 
small animal husbandry, African batik/tie-dye, 
knitting, soap making and bread making. With steady 
incomes, participants can assist the church financially 
and grow toward self-sufficiency.
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38. Benjamin Mubenga, Communauté Evangélique 
Mennonite (CEM) President wrote to express gratitude 
for entrepreneurship seminars Mennonite Church 
Canada helped facilitate in Congo. “After several 
sessions of awareness-raising and training, youth, men 
and women, including a number of pastors, have become 
increasingly aware of their responsibility towards the 
ministries of the Church.”  Thank you for supporting 
this exciting ministry in Congo!

39. Hippolyto Tshimanga, Mennonite Church Canada 
Director, South America, served as keynote speaker and 
teacher for the Colombia General Assembly, Centro 
Evangélico Menonita del Teología Asunción (CEMTA - 
a Mennonite theological seminary in Paraguay).

40. Fourteen representatives from Mennonite churches 
in Macau, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore met 
together under the umbrella of the newly formed 
Chinese Anabaptist Network. The gathering and the 
new network were assisted by Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness workers George and Tobia Veith.  

41. In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada responded 
to invitations to plant churches in Germany and 
Philippines - and young adults responded. Jennifer Otto 
and Gregory Rabus are working in partnership with 
the Verband deutscher Mennonitengemeinden (VdM) 
and the Deutsches Mennonitisches Missionskomitee 
(DMMK) to lead an urban church plant in southern 
Germany.  (www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1896) 
Christina and Darnell Barkman, who previously served 
in the Philippines through an internship program 
with Mennonite Church Canada, are in Metro Manila 
with their young family and working with Integrated 
Mennonite Church (IMC) of the Philippines to plant 
a peace church. (www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1928) 
Thank you for helping the global church grow.

42. Your support has enabled Andrew and Karen Suderman 
to engage in another three-year service term in South 
Africa where they teach, develop workshop and seminar 
materials, and provide support to partner churches 
in South Africa through the Anabaptist Network of 
South Africa (ANiSA). Your support of their ministry is 
helping people rediscover the Gospel of reconciling love, 
peace and justice in the aftermath of apartheid.

43. In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada offered more short 
term service opportunities than ever before. Viola and 
Peter Labun (Winnipeg, Man.) travelled to Nanchong, 
Sichuan, China for a one year term as English teachers 
in Nanchong, Sichuan, China.  Arnold and Joanne 
Hildebrand (Brandon, Man.) are in South Africa for 
a short-term assignment from Dec. 2012 to March 
2013. Dr. Delores and Murray Logan (Regina, Sask.) 
used their 2012 vacation time to serve in a short-term 
medical ministry assignment in Thailand.  42 Members 
of Mennonite Churches in Macau, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
and Edmonton, Alberta,  came to assist with a summer 
English camp hosted by churches in Fujian Province. 
Jeanette Hanson worked with Chinese church leaders 
to coordinate the camp. Thank you for helping us to 
nurture the global church. Explore service opportunities 
at www.mennonitechurch.ca/serve. 

44. “Caring for creation is part of our worship and thanks to 
God,” says Willard Metzger, Mennonite Church Canada 
Executive Director.  “If you love God and worship 
God, you need to take care of what God has given 
you.” That deeply held conviction is behind Mennonite 
Church Canada’s efforts to find greener ways of being 
the church at home and in a global community where 
many countries face rising sea levels and impending 
disaster. Your national church is working to enhance 
green and responsible ways to nourish the seeds of God’s 
purpose in the world, through Christian community 
and discipleship, education, leadership, health care 
development, conflict resolution and Biblical literacy.

45. In an effort to reduce the ecological footprint and 
the costs of fundraising, Mennonite Church Canada 
printed and shipped less paper when it invited support 
for wider church ministry in Christmas 2012 with 
its electronic fund raising activities. Thank you for 
supporting Mennonite Church Canada as we strive to 
find our way through challenging territory. 

46. Mennonite Church Canada takes seriously the 
potentially negative impact of the Tar Sands on the 
environment by contributing to an investigation into the 
controversial Enbridge Pipeline. Tar Sands development 
could put at serious risk lands through which a new 
pipeline is routed, affecting many thousands of people 
in close proximity, and threatening surface and ground 
water sources-something that should concern all those 
who deeply care about the world God has created for us. 
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47. On June 14, 2012 Mennonite Church Canada’s “Native 
Ministry” officially became “Indigenous Relations.” The 
change was announced through a News Release and 
Intotemak. The name was chosen to better represent 
the evolving relationship between indigenous and non-
indigenous people.

48. Your support of Indigenous Relations is helping to build 
relationships and provide healing across the country. 
In 2012, delegates to the Mennonite Church Canada 
Assembly committed to learn about residential school 
history and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) process.  Thank you for helping us to walk with 
our indigenous brothers and sisters on this journey 
toward healing and hope. 

49. Over 1/3 of the volunteers at the three day Truth and 
Reconciliation (TRC) event in Saskatoon last June were 
Mennonites, reports Steve Heinrichs, Mennonite Church 
Canada Indigenous Relations Director, “and many more 
from our congregations attended.” Thank you for showing 
your support for our indigenous brothers and sisters.   

50. Members of Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite 
Church Manitoba (MCM), along with former Native 
Ministry staff and Mennonite Day School teachers, 
participated in a two day conference on Day Schools. 
Thank you for assisting in this process as we learn truths 
that are difficult to hear and demonstrate willingness 
to engage the stories, the current pain, and the cries for 
justice.  Mennonite Church representatives were the 
only non-indigenous persons present. 

51. In July 2012, 26 people went to Philadelphia, Mississippi 
(Choctaw Territory) with Mennonite Church Canada 
Indigenous Relations for Native Assembly, a gathering 
of Native Mennonite congregations from around North 
America.   Thank you for helping Indigenous Relations 
play a leading role in this gathering – facilitating worship, 
workshops, and bringing in three indigenous teachers 
(Cheryl Bear, Howard Jolly and Brander McDonald).

52. Your support allowed Mennonite Church Canada 
Indigenous Relations to participate in a 4-day event 
hosted by Mennonite Central Committee Ontario’s 
Aboriginal program to build relationships with 
Anishinaabe communities impacted by the Mennonite 
residential schools in north-western Ontario. Thank you!

53. In 2012, Erv and Marian Wiens completed a two year 
assignment of supporting individuals and congregations 
associated with the Korea Anabaptist Center.  When 
leaving Korea in April, the Wienses expressed gratitude 
for “the joy of working as a team in our ministry at (the 
Korea Anabaptist Center) and in the many church 
visits.”  Thank you for supporting Erv and Marian during 
their assignment.

54. Five issues of the World of Witness (WOW) 
International Report were sent to 820 subscribers in 2012. 
The WOW report keeps you informed of projects and 
ministries in 25 countries around the world. Subscribe for 
free at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1912.

Growing Leaders for the Church
The church of the future needs to prepare leaders today if 
it is to flourish. With your donation dollars, Mennonite 
Church Canada engages in a number of activities and 
programs at home and abroad that teach, resource and 
encourage present leaders and invites and trains new leaders. 

55. Did you know that your donation dollars help 
Mennonite Church Canada establish a variety of 
resources to train up leadership and help with church 
staff administrative tasks?  Personnel committees can 
find information about everything from leadership 
training and continuing education resources to 
pastoral placement services, payroll guides and pension 
information at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1925

56. Mennonite Church Canada was able to facilitate 52 
pastor transitions for congregations in 2012.  Your 
contributions allow us to build and maintain the data 
base that makes this kind of pairing possible. Thank you! 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1900

57. Thank you for supporting and encouraging young 
people in their quest for faith and leadership building 
experiences through Mennonite Church Canada 
internships. Last year, you provided financial support 
for the internships of Kaitlyn Wiebe (two month in 
Mexico); Daniel Paetkau (one year in South America); 
and Paul Dyck (one year in China).
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58. In 2012, through the Company of 1000, Mennonite 
Church Canada helped support 12 individuals who are 
considering or studying for ministry. With your donation 
dollars, we have also been able to establish a partnership 
with Columbia Bible College to offer two student bursaries 
for Ministry Inquiry Program internships in the future.  
Thank you for helping to grow future church leaders! 

59. In 2012, Mennonite Church Canada entered partnerships 
with Canadian Mennonite University and Conrad Grebel 
University College to help students explore pastoral 
ministry as a vocation and allowed them to work in a 
congregation for a summer. Thank you!

60. Together with input from area church ministers, 
Mennonite Church Canada Denominational Minister 
Karen Martens Zimmerly is working to help churches 
support and encourage beginning pastors. The idea, 
borrowed from Mennonite Church Eastern Canada, is 
designed for flexible application in congregations where 
staff, finance and time are limited. Together, we are better!

61. Mennonite Church Canada helps support The North 
American Indigenous Institute for Theological 
Studies (NAIITS), where Christian leaders interpret 
and practice Scripture and Church mission with 
an indigenous worldview. Your support has helped 
overcome walls between cultures and faith. 

62. Your gifts to Mennonite Church Canada helped bring 
together multi-cultural pastors and leaders from greater 
Vancouver for continuing education pastoral care, 
counselling and administration. Thank you!

63. Together with MAX Canada Insurance and Willow 
Creek Canada, Mennonite Church Canada provided 
discounted rates for business and church leaders to attend 
the 2012 Global Leadership Summit (GLS) in over 20 
locations across Canada. The seminar offered an injection 
of vision, skill development, and inspiration to help grow 
congregations and deepen faith commitments. The event 
was followed by a webinar for  Mennonite attendees to 
filter the teaching through an Anabaptist lens.

64. “Nothing is outside the agenda of Christ,” said one 
Filipino participant in response to a teaching seminar for 
church leaders presented by Mennonite Church Canada 
Resource workers Jack and Irene Suderman. The church 
can impact all aspects of society – the economic system, 
culture and family systems, she added. Similar teaching 
was presented in Macau, Hong Kong and China. 

65. “I want to go from here and live and teach a life of 
reconciliation,” said one pastor in response to Palmer 
Becker’s intensive short course on Anabaptism. During 
September 2012, Palmer served as Mennonite Church 
Canada Resource Worker inspiring church leaders in 
India and Vietnam. Thank you for your support!

66. Nancy Frey and Bruce Yoder, Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness Workers, have moved from Benin to 
Burkina Faso to continue their ministry as Formation 
Resource Workers and grow church leaders. They also 
work on the pastoral team with the Ouagadougou 
(capital city) Mennonite congregation.

67. This year, the donations you made to Mennonite 
Church Canada enabled Fanosie Legesse (Bethel 
Mennonite Church, Elora, Ont.) and Palmer Becker 
(Waterloo North Mennonite Church, Waterloo, 
Ont.) to visit Meserete Kristos College in Ethiopia for 
teaching assignments, once and twice respectively. Your 
support of assignments such as these help spread the 
message of peace and faithfulness to God’s calling for us 
all. Thank you! 


