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A CONSCIENTIOUS CHOICE 

Readers’ Theatre 
 
 
 
  Voice 1 – The past 
  Voice 2 – The present 
  Voice 3 – Scripture (Jeremiah 17; Hebrews 11 and 12) 
  Voice 4 – Conscientious Objectors 
 

 
 
Voice 1: July, 1940. Canada is mobilized for the war in Europe and all able-bodied men are 
required to register with the government.  A meeting is called to organize the Ontario Conference 
of Historic Peace Churches. They then go about the work of presenting a unified peace stance to 
the government and formulating a proposal for an alternative service program for conscientious 
objectors. 
 
Voice 2: Wow, 1940. I wasn’t even born then. So the story goes back that far?  
 
Voice 1: Do roots go deep into the earth? Does the past help the present come into existence? 
What does it mean to go back to the roots of our faith? 
 
Voice 2: Well, those folks who met in 1940 to support COs – conscientious objectors – they sure 
must have had faith!  
 
Voice 3: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
 
Voice 1: And how did their faith lead them to be witnesses for peace? While many were led by 
conscience to enlist in the army, many simply said, “No, I will not fight.” Among these COs, some 
were sent to logging camps, some were sent to build roads, some were sent to work on farms. 
 
Voice 2: Where did they get that kind of courage? How could they stand up against the 
government, against the army, against Canadian society in general? Well, by now, radicals like 
them are history. Everything’s different now, so why are we talking about this?  
 
  

 

 



 
 

Voice 4: For myself, as a Christian, I feel personally a great deal of respect for the conscientious 
objectors in the past. Standing firm in one’s beliefs as a young Canadian in 2007 generally does 
not require you to defend those beliefs. As a result it is easy to avoid thinking about the call that 
we as Mennonites Christians have to be pacifists. But the fact is, that the biblical understanding 
of the gospel, is in its very essence a message of peace.  
 
Voice 3: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for. 
 
Voice 4: In the comfort of my day to day life, I often have little reason to reflect on what it means 
to be a pacifist. The conscientious objectors did not have such a luxury – to assume CO status 
they had to go against the pressure of society and defend their beliefs.  
 
Voice 3: Faith is the conviction of things not seen. 
 
Voice 2: But something I want to understand is this: People make decisions and follow their 
conscience. But with these stories of COs, there seems to be something else as well – some kind 
of longer history, some kind of longer chain of events. Does that make sense? 
 
Voice 3: By faith, Noah built an ark. And by faith, Abraham and Sarah obeyed when they were 
called. And? 
 
Voice 1: The early 1940s. By faith, Mennonite leaders are busy organizing peace committees.   
 
Voice 3: By faith, Isaac invoked blessings for the future. And by faith... 
 
Voice 1: Across  Canada over  7000 Mennonite young men performed alternative service during 
the Second World War. Those involved in the CO movement faced risks: Some were harassed 
by judges and government officials. Some went to prison. The Leamington Mennonite Church 
was vandalized and ransacked for information. A Mennonite church in southern Alberta was 
burned by arsonists. 
 
Voice 3: By faith, the people passed through the Red Sea. And by faith? 
 
Voice 2: The story does go back pretty far. I’m still trying to understand how this story helps us 
today. Why is it important to remember the stories of COs? 
 
Voice 4: Remembering the faith of conscientious objectors in the past provides a legacy that 
present and future COs can draw on for support and instruction when faced with similar decisions 
of conscience. This Christian heritage of objection to war in all forms thus becomes the 
foundation – the common bond of reference for one and all.  
 
Voice 2: A legacy for the future? A common bond for everyone? How can this be? 
 
Voice 4: This heritage provides validity and support by linking past and present Christian 
objectors into a tradition of resistance, a peoplehood of many who faithfully refuse to participate 
in war, either personally, or by paying for it  
 
Voice 2: A tradition of resistance sounds pretty radical. 
 
Voice 1: Roots do go deep into the earth. The past does help the present come into existence. 
 
(Pause for about 5 seconds - this is the break between the first and second sections) 



 
 

 
Voice 2: But what about today? We’re not really at war today, are we? There’s nothing that 
requires us to be radical or to challenge the government  like our forebearers did.  Is there? 
 
Voice 4: Jesus was undoubtedly a radical. Jesus did not do what was expected of him by the 
people but rather what was required of him by God and God's law. In the days of the early 
Anabaptists, being an Anabaptist required one to be a radical - they had to be willing to sacrifice 
their lives for their beliefs.  
 
Voice 2: What does it mean to be a radical witness for peace? 
 
Voice 3: So in faith, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter... 
 
Voice 1: Being radical means going back to the roots of our faith. It means feeling connected to 
all those who - because they were following Jesus – and like Jesus, they were witnesses for 
peace. 
 
Voice 4: Mennonites are considered to be peacemakers. 
 
Voice 2: My life is nowhere near as dramatic and exciting as some of these people who were 
COs, or who died for their faith.  
   
Voice 4: Being a radical peace witness is nothing more, and nothing less, than living a life of 
peace, in the fullest sense of the word.  Jesus came and broke down the dividing wall of hostility.  
He brought peoples together and formed a new people, the people of God.  Jesus is our peace.  
Our task, as the church is to be God’s instrument of peace in ALL things, in all our relationships, 
and to work with God to transform the world through peaceable means.  
 
Voice 3: Blessed are those who trust in the Lord. 
 
Voice 1: Mennonites refused to fight because they chose to live a life of service and peace rather 
than one of violence. The war strengthened this belief. After the war, many COs continued in a 
life of service, and so it is because of that CO experience that we now have ministries like MCC 
Voluntary Service, Mennonite Disaster Service and Witness Native Ministries. 
 
Voice 2: So maybe it’s a matter of trusting that we will find the everyday ways of being witnesses 
for peace. But is that too easy? Sure, we believe in peace, but do we really have the guts to 
make sacrifices for peace?  
 
Voice 3: Blessed are those whose trust IS the Lord.  
 
Voice 1: And this is the story. The story of people throughout history who walk by faith, who trust 
in the Lord, and who continue to take risks and make deliberate choices because of their 
peacemaking convictions. 
 
Voice 3: They shall be like a tree planted by the water, sending out its roots by the stream.  It 
shall not fear when heat comes and its leaves shall stay green.  In the year of drought it is not 
anxious and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

 
 


