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New way to be Human 
A reading of Ephesians 4:17-5:21 for 2 voices 

 
 
 
 (A:  walks up reading some pages) 
 
B: What are you reading? 
 
A: I’m just looking over Paul’s letter again. 
 
B: The one Tychicus brought last week? 
 
A: Yeah, sometimes I need a couple of times through so I can remember everything. 
 
B: I know what you mean.  Actually, I sort of missed part of the letter when Tychicus read 

it on Sunday- 
 
A: You were writing your grocery list during the sermon again, weren’t you? 
 
B: (looks offended) I wasn’t – I was just – listen, will you just read it out loud? 
 
A: Sure.  It will help me too.  Here we go:  “17 Now this I affirm and insist on in the Lord: 

you must no longer live as the Gentiles live, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are 
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of their 
ignorance and hardness of heart. 19 They have lost all sensitivity and have abandoned 
themselves to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 

 
B: Wait – Paul knows that we’re Gentiles, right? 
 
A: Yes, of course he does. 
 
B: Okay, but that whole “ignorance” bit wasn’t very flattering. 
 
A: Well, but think about it- since we got to know Jesus, we’ve started living pretty 

different lives.  Some of my neighbours have been giving me a hard time about 
following this Jewish Messiah.  They think it was ridiculous for me to release my 

 

 



 
 

slaves.  So I think Paul is talking about how much our lives have changed.  See, here, 
he goes on: “20 That is not the way you learned Christ! 21 For surely you have heard 
about him and were taught in him, as truth is in Jesus. 22 You were taught to put away 
your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, 23 and to be 
renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to clothe yourselves with the new self, 
created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.  

 
B: Wow, created according to the likeness of God, eh?  In true righteousness and 

holiness?  That’s a tall order!  How are we supposed to live like that? 
 
A: Try this next part:  “25 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to 

our neighbors, for we are members of one another.  
 
B: Do you think he even means your neighbours that are giving you a hard time? 
 
A: Probably. 
 
B: Rough.  What else? 
 
A: (reading) Be angry –   
 
B: Be angry?  Oh, I can do that!  Let me tell you what my brother did to me yesterday- 
 
A: (interrupting) – but do not sin; 
 
B: (pauses, uncertain) Be angry but do not sin? 
 
A: That’s what it says. 
 
B: Well, does it have a clause about- like, if I’m the one who is right? 
 
A: Hmm, no, it just says “do not let the sun go down on your anger,” 
 
B: So, don’t be angry about the same thing for more than a day? 
 
A: “and do not make room for the devil”.  
 
B: (sighs) Well when you put it that way! 
 
A: (reading) “Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with 

their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 
 
B: Now there’s a good point!  You know, there are too many people out there who don’t 

want to do an honest day’s work! 
 
A:  (interrupting) Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for 

building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 
 
B: My words can give grace? 
A: It kind of makes me think that our words can take grace too, wouldn’t you say? 



 
 

 
B: I’m starting to see that this “new self” really does ask a lot of us. 
 
A: (reading)  “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a 

seal for the day of redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32 and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.  
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2 and live in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
B: I guess there’s no more asked of us than what Jesus already gave up for us. 
 
A: (reading) “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 

kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor 
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but 
rather thanksgiving. 

 
B: (indignant) Now Paul doesn’t like my jokes? 
 
A: You know what he’s talking about – the kind of jokes and comments that hurt or offend 

other people.  If our words aren’t giving grace, we’d better ask ourselves why.  
(reading)  “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- (that is, 
an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes on 
those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be associated with them. 8 For once 
you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light-- 9 for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

 
B: Live as children of light- oh, I like that! 
 
A: (reading) “Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful 

works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Sleeper, awake! Rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 15 Be careful then how you live, not as 
unwise people but as wise, 16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 
17 So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the 
Lord in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Be subject to one another out of reverence for 
Christ”. 

 
B: Is that the end, that “be subject to one another” bit? 
 
A: Well, no, there’s more, but I think that’s enough to think about for now, don’t you? 
 
B: And enough to try to live up to for now too! 
 
A: I guess being renewed in the spirit of our minds is a process.  Let’s get going with it. 


