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Wrestling with the Household Code 
Ephesians 5:21-6:9 for 2 voices 

 
 
 
 (Man approaches pulpit, lifts pulpit Bible to lectern and turns pages as if 

preparing to read. Then takes out a pair of scissors and brandishes it, as if 
about to cut the pages.) 

 
 
Woman: (approaching from within congregation) Whoa, whoa, whoa!  Watch where 

those scissors are pointed!  What are you doing?   
 
Man:  I’m just helping out the Church. 
 
Woman: What do you mean? 
 
Man:  I was just thinking this week that there are a few parts of the Bible that we tend 

to avoid reading because they’re not very relevant for us today. 
 
Woman: Ummm.... 
 
Man:  So I thought I’d just cut them out.  So they won’t get in the way. 
 
Woman: You can’t just choose which parts of the Bible you’ll read and which you’ll 

ignore!   
 
Man: Why not? Everybody does it.  Take Ephesians 5:21-6:9, for example.  Some 

people in the history of the church have used this passage to justify slavery and 
oppress women.  Why do we need to keep reading that? 

 
Woman: I take your point, but just because other people have interpreted Paul for their 

own gain, that doesn’t mean that we can ignore him.  If we don’t try to 
understand the passages we don’t like, then we leave their interpretation to 
those who read oppression into them. 

 

 



 
 

Man: Oh, I hadn’t thought of it that way.  But how do we know that we’re 
understanding it correctly? 

 
Woman: Maybe we don’t, exactly.  But that’s why we have to keep wrestling with it.  We 

have to keep reading it and asking God to teach us through it.  It’s kind of like 
Jacob wrestling with the angel in Genesis and getting his hip pulled out of joint.  
We might have to be prepared to be changed, but we’ll also be blessed. 

 
Man: Okay, you’ve convinced me.  So let’s read this Household Code. 
 
Woman: Okay.  First, the part that’s for everyone: “Be subject to one another out of 

reverence for Christ”. 
 
Man: I think I’ve heard that bit recently.  That’s a good place to start. 
 
Woman: Yep, that’s our bookend.  Now the part for wives: “Wives, be subject to your 

husbands as you are to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife just 
as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior. 24 Just 
as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to 
their husbands”. 

 
Man: Okay, now the part for husbands: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 

loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 in order to make her holy by 
cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, 27 so as to present the 
church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind-- 
yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way, 
husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and 
tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, 30 because we are 
members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a great 
mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. 33 Each of you, however, 
should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband”. 

 
Woman: Paul likes to come back to certain themes, doesn’t he?  We’ve heard him talk 

about being members of Christ’s body already in Ephesians.   
 
Man: And about mysteries! 
 
Woman: Here’s something for kids:  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 

right. 2 "Honor your father and mother"-- this is the first commandment with a 
promise: 3 "so that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  

 
Man: “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord”. 
 
Woman: “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in singleness of 

heart, as you obey Christ; 6 not only while being watched, and in order to please 
them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 Render 
service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not to men and women, 8 knowing 



 
 

that whatever good we do, we will receive the same again from the Lord, 
whether we are slaves or free”. 

 
Man: “And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening them, for you know that 

both of you have the same Master in heaven, and with him there is no 
partiality”. 

 
Woman: That’s it, that’s the whole household code. 
 
Man: So, what does it all mean? 
 
Woman: I think it means it’s time to wrestle with some Scripture. 
 


