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Pastoral Farewell Litany 

  
 

 
Leader: God has always called people into communities. It is where we worship God, learn of 

God’s grace, and where we are moulded and shaped so that we can be redemptive in 
our lives. And always there have been leaders, not only the broad, overall, leaders like 
Moses and Samuel but leaders in more local settings. Paul, whose ministry led to the 
founding of so many of the New Testament churches often referred to the leaders in 
those churches - to Cornelius and Stephanas and Titus and to Phoebe and Lydia and 
Lois, and to many others. Over the centuries, and in a million places, other leaders 
have followed in their footsteps. Because of the importance of such local leaders, the 
great Apostle, near the end of his ministry, wrote to the churches, saying:  “Remember 
your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.” (Hebrews 13: 7) In that spirit 
we acknowledge the ministry of ____________ among us, giving thanks to God and to 
him/her.  

 
 
Leader: ____________, you came because we invited you but before long we also felt that 

you had been sent. We thank God for giving you strength, wisdom and grace over all 
these years. 

 
Congregation: We thank you for confidently speaking God’s word to us, Sunday after 

Sunday, in ways that were refreshing and imaginative, enabling many to hear the 
Good News. 

 
L: We thank you for helping us to discover riches in the Bible, for finding new insights in 

familiar stories and pointing us to teachings we had not seen before. 
 
C: We thank you for helping people of many backgrounds to find a home in this church and 

for always reminding us that by God’s boundless grace we can form one body. 
 
L: We thank you that you kept calling us beyond ourselves, to glimpse the fuller reign of God, 

to watch for signs of its coming and to give ourselves in service to God. 
 

 

 



 
 

C: We thank you for your interest in music and for encouraging us to sing, as a congregation 
and in choirs, in happy times and hard times, and to appreciate the wonders of this 
gift.  

 
L: We thank you for encouraging people to seek baptism and to formally commit themselves 

to Christ and the church. 
 
C: We thank you for also nurturing other forms of fruit, and for patiently planting seeds of faith 

even if their fruit will not be seen in our time. 
 
L: We thank you for helping people who moved away to sense that, in a way, they still belong 

to our community and that the bonds of faith and love endure. 
 
C: We thank you for making your sermons available, electronically and on paper, so that 

individuals and congregations far away could also benefit from them. 
 
L: We thank you for giving us a sense of steadiness and reliability while pointing us to the 

One who holds all things in everlasting and loving hands. 
 
C: We thank you for working with our various committees, and developing policies and 

guidelines, and keeping things organized, so that our common life could flow 
smoothly. 

 
L: We thank you for presiding at the times when we dedicated our children to God, making 

each occasion joyful and memorable, for the families and also for the church. 
 
C: We thank you for officiating at our weddings, always bringing a sense of joy, dignity, 

celebration, and a Christian perspective, in ways suited to the individuals involved. 
 
L: We thank you for being with us when our loved ones died, for leading the funerals so that 

they conveyed respect, worship, and the assurance that God’s love extends beyond 
life and death. 

 
C: We thank you for your wise counsel and accompanying presence for people facing 

sickness and hardship, and for encouraging us all to pray and to continue to trust in 
God. 

 
L: We thank you for encouraging us to serve, as Sunday School teachers, on committees, in 

the work with refugees and Ten Thousand Villages, in Vacation Bible school, and in 
other ways.  

 
C: We thank you for your grace, forgiveness and courage, even when we may have made 

your work more difficult and stressful than necessary. 
 
L: We thank you for your friendship, for how you extended hospitality in countless ways, and 

for being generous in giving practical help when needed. 
 
C: We thank you for raising your children among us and for sharing your various struggles in 

sickness and health. 
 



 
 

L: We thank you for serving among us in such a way that we learned a great deal about 
God’s grace, about the work of God in our lives, and about the calling that God 
extends to us. 

 
All: Our loving God, as we reflect on this long and rich ministry of ____________ among us, 

we acknowledge, with deep gratitude, that it would not have been possible without 
your sustaining grace and guidance. We thank you for the presence of your spirit at 
each step of the way. As you have been with him/her here, we ask you to be with 
him/her in his/her new place, to give him/her peace and joy, and to provide for all 
his/her needs. We also ask you to be with us. Help us to remember that he/she 
pointed us, not to himself/herself but to you, and that we can trust you to lead us into 
the future. We need your guidance and we want to be open to your spirit. We want to 
be your people. We ask you to hold all of us, as individuals, as families, and as a 
church, in your loving care. This we ask in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen  

 
 
 
 
 

 


