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one of God’s children is 
found

Wondering Questions:
•	 I	wonder	how	Isaac	felt	when	he	noticed	

that he had lost his parents.

•	 I	wonder	how	Isaac	knew	he	could	trust	
the stranger who sat with him.

•	 I	wonder	how	God	felt	when	Isaac	got	
back to his family.

•	 I	wonder	how	God	celebrates	when	he	
finds lost children.

lost and 
found
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Gathering Activity:
Good	morning,	children.	It	is	so	good	to	
see	you.	I’m	so	glad	you	all	found	your	
way here today. God’s word for us today 
is about getting lost and getting found. 
(Show them the Scripture selection in Luke.) 
Have any of you ever been lost? How did 
being lost make you feel? But now, let’s get 
ourselves ready to listen. Let’s settle into a 
comfortable position and connect with that 
quiet spot inside where we know that God 
is near. (Pause.) Are you ready? Here is the 
story:

Children’s Story
Cycle C, Proper 19

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and others of 
Mennonite Church Canada ©2010. Posted by permission 
of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, director of 
Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church Canada
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Story:

This	is	a	story	about		Isaac,	who	lost	his	
parents	in	the	park.	Isaac’s	family	and	friends	
decided to have a picnic in the park. They 
drove for about twenty minutes to get to the 
park.	After	they	finished	the	picnic,	Isaac	ran	
off to a play structure on the other side of the 
hill from the picnic site, but he forgot to tell 
anyone that he was going to the playground. 
After	he	finished	playing,	Isaac	went	back	
to the picnic area. His family was gone. He 
walked to the parking lot and looked for his 
parents’	car.	It	was	gone,	too.	He	looked	for	
his parents’ friends’ car. They were gone, too. 
Isaac	had	lost	his	parents.	He	did	not	know	
where they were.

At	first	Isaac	got	very	angry	with	his	parents,	
because they had left without him. Then he 
got scared; what was he going to do now? 
It	was	too	far	to	walk	home,	and	he	was	not	
even sure which direction to go to get home. 
He decided to go back to the picnic area and 
think	about	what	to	do.	On	the	way,	Isaac	
passed a pay phone, so he thought he would 
call their cell number and tell them to come 
and get him. By now he was sad and missing 
his family.

A	kind	stranger	gave	Isaac	two	quarters	for	
the phone call, and offered to sit with him until 
his parents arrived. Together, they walked 
back	to	the	picnic	area	to	wait	for	Isaac’s	
parents who were on their way back to the 
park.	They	had	noticed	Isaac	was	missing	as	
soon as everyone had gotten out of the cars 
and they had turned right around to look for 
Isaac	in	the	park.

Meanwhile,	Isaac	started	worrying	that	he	
would be in trouble. He had left the picnic 
without telling anyone. His parents were 
probably	very	mad	right	now.	When	Isaac’s	
parents arrived fifteen minutes later, they both 
ran up to him and gave him hugs and kisses. 

They	were	so	happy	that	Isaac	was	safe	with	
them	again.	When	Isaac	got	home,	his	parents	
even called their friends and threw a party to 
celebrate	finding	Isaac	safe	and	sound.

The scriptures today talk about how much God 
celebrates when people find their way to God. 
Just like in the story, all we need to do if we 
lose our way is call God and God will come 
and find us and set us back on the right path.

Prayer:
Dear	Jesus,	thank	you	for	keeping	Isaac	safe	
and that he found his parents again. Thank 
you that you care about us and find us when 
we are lost. Please help everyone who is lost 
find their way home again. Amen.


