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Gathering Activity:
Warmly invite the children to come forward 
for the children’s time to connect with the 
worship theme and with God, whom we 
gather to worship each Sunday. Today’s 
Scripture reading from John 17 is part of a 
very famous prayer of Jesus. It ends with 
Jesus asking God to protect his disciples and 
to help them get along as well as Jesus and 
his Father get along. (Read verse 11 to them 
from your Bible.) In today’s story, Karly is on 
a canoe ride with her parents. Let’s get ready 
to hear this story with our hearts by imagining 
ourselves onto the loving lap of Jesus.
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Please



Story
Karly was happy to be home with her parents 
again. The doctors had taken good care of her 
mom while Grandma and Grandpa took good 
care of her. Karly’s mom had more energy every 
day. One spring day at supper she suggested 
that they go for a canoe ride on the river. Karly 
loved going on canoe rides, because the world 
looked so different from the river. She even had 
her own little paddle. Her dad loved the idea, 
too. They loaded their canoe, three paddles, 
three life jackets, and some snacks, and drove 
down to the boat launch.

As soon as they got the canoe into the water, 
Karly’s mom got in and settled down on the 
back seat. That way she could help Karly 
get in and sit on the middle seat. Then her 
dad pushed off from shore, hopped in, and 
sat down on the front seat. Soon they were 
skimming on the water. Karly loved watching 
the water drip off the end of her dad’s paddle. 
She loved watching the birds in the sky and 
just looking around. 

Suddenly she noticed something on the water 
up ahead and near the other shore. She told 
her mom and dad so they would be quiet and 
watch with her. Guess what they saw?

They saw a family of ducks. Ducks usually 
fly away as soon as people come near them, 
but not these ducks. The ducklings were too 
young to fly! So, mother duck swam closer 
to the shore. Her ducklings followed her, like 
ducklings do. But the river bank was high and 
there wasn’t a good place for them to climb up. 
Karly and her mom and dad didn’t want to hurt 
the ducklings, but they did want to see them, 
so they quietly paddled closer and closer. So 
Mama duck tried something else to protect 
her ducklings, because she didn’t know they 
were safe people. She flew up a little and then 
landed closer to them, and acted like her wing 
was broken. Mama duck was trying to get 
them to follow her so that they would leave her 
precious ducklings alone. 

When Karly and her parents saw this they 
turned their canoe around and paddled away 
from the ducks as quickly as they could. 
They didn’t want to scare Mama duck or her 
ducklings. They understood that Mama duck 
wanted to protect her ducklings, just like they 
wanted to protect Karly, and like Jesus wanted 
God to protect his followers.

Soon Mama duck and her ducklings were back 
together, were swimming more slowly, and 
even stopping to feed on the water lilies near 
the river’s edge.

Wondering questions:
•	 I	wonder	why	ducks	are	so	scared	of	people.

•	 I	wonder	what	you	like	best	about	this	story.

•	 I	wonder	how	this	story	is	like	Jesus’	prayer	
for God to protect his followers.

Prayer
Thank you, Jesus, for people families and 
animal families that protect their young. Thank 
you for asking God to protect everyone who 
belongs to your big family. Amen.
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