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Canvas — a piece of strong cloth on which to paint a picture examine carefully, discuss — Canvass

Perceptions 
coming together through art
Manju Lodha/Isam Aboud  

March 20 – May 3, 2014 

Opening: Thursday, March 20, 7:00PM

Manju Lodha: What is, is not. What is not, is. 

    Through my art I’m exploring the literary meaning and 
symbolism of my faith in consultation with the learned people 
I know.
    The paintings reflect my imagination, visions, perceptions, 
and the dichotomy of the literal and literary. I strongly believe 
that no faith encourages violence and destruction. The human 
ego and hunger for power misguide us to do wrong actions in 
the name of religion. I think it is nonviolence and our actions 
for the greater good that “is the divine in divinity.” 
    As you go through the exhibit, please remember, “What is, 
is not. What is not, is.” Please read the explanation to under-
stand the importance of symbolism in the art and the litera-
ture that goes with it.

Twenty years ago, when our son came home on his first holi-
days from Queen’s University, he said that everything we see 
is a perception. I was upset. How could he say that? Certain 
things are very clear; they are right in front of our eyes. They 
are real! How could he call it only a perception? 
    As I’m growing with the new generation, I do understand 
that everything is a perception. We see what we want to see 
and interpret things according to our own terms of refer-
ence.  
    Keeping the above thoughts in mind, I have created some 
art pieces that can be interpreted in several ways or opposite 
ways. There seems to be a dichotomy that I think is in every 
culture and every faith.

Thursday, April 10, 7:00PM 
coming together through art & dialogue #1
Learning, Living and Loving
(arrive early and view the art, doors open 6:00PM)
Tony Tavares, Diversity Education and International Languages 
Consultant, Manitoba Education, speaking on Inclusive Schools and 
the Exploration of the Diversity of Religious Perspectives.
Dr. Cheryl Pauls, president of Canadian Mennonite University, 
speaking on how education is more than academics, encouraging 
respect for all through education, art, life.
Gerry Labossière, Chair of Catholic Healthcare Sponsors of Mani-
toba, on The Winnipeg Foundation board, speaking on Winnipeg 
– Becoming a City of Compassion.
Gary Senft, Co-Chair for Rotary World Peace Partners Peace Days 
and Music for Peace initiative, speaking on being a peace activist in 
Winnipeg.

Thursday, April 24, 7:00PM
coming together through art & dialogue #2
Sacred, Safe and Secular 
(arrive early and view the art, doors open 6:00PM)
Opening by Rt. Rev. Dr. Stan McKay, former Moderator, United 
Church of Canada, the first Indigenous person to lead a mainline 
denomination in Canada.
Dr. Brenda Cantelo, Senior Fellow and Dean of Studies St. John’s 
College, University of Manitoba, speaking on Religious Pluralism in 
a Secular Culture.
Omar Siddiqui, Crown Attorney, member of the University of 
Winnipeg Board of Regents, and Steven Hyman, co-chair of the 
Provincial Spiritual Care Advisory Council and currently serving on 
a variety of Jewish Organizational Boards, on their experiences as 
young Canadians practicing their faith.
Rev. Dr. James Christie, Director of The Ridd Institute for Religion 
& Global Policy, University of Winnipeg, on the Sacred, Safe and 
Secular as context for dialogue.



Proposals?

Artists, please, submit your proposals to 
us! The gallery hosts exhibits in approximate two 
month blocks throughout the year. 

Mailing list
To receive CANVASs, invitations to all exhibitions 
and other gallery updates contact Connie Wiebe, 
cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.

Contact
Ray Dirks, MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB Canada R3P 0M4. Ph: (204) 888-
6781. E-mail: rdirks@mennonitechurch.ca

Thanks
To all who make donations, large and small, we 
thank you for helping keep the gallery alive and 
relevant.

Please, consider a donation 

I’d like to support the MHCGallery (PLEASE PRINT)

name ___________________________________________________________________________  
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phone number ( ____ ) _______________________________  amount _____________________

Make your cheque payable to the MHC Gallery
Mail to: MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4, or contact Connie 
Wiebe at (204) 888 6781or cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca to donate by credit card. 
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Canvass 

Isam Aboud: Emotional Stories from the Banks 
of the River Nile; an artist’s sensitive and sentimental revealing 
of the colours and unseen details of history, family, culture and faith along 
Sudan’s ribbon of life through the Sahara.

“Everyday life includes many details. We do not see, hear and touch all of 
them. Artists strive to record the missing details. This is what I am attempt-
ing to do in these paintings.” Isam Aboud
    Isam Aboud (Osman) was born in Atbara, Sudan in 1969. If not for the Riv-
er Nile, Atbara would be nothing but sand in the endless, sweltering Sahara 
Desert. He studied art at the College of Fine and Applied Art in Khartoum, 
Sudan’s capital city, graduating in 1994. 
    In 1996, Isam joined a number of other young, Muslim Sudanese artists 
in Nairobi, Kenya. Through Mennonite Central Committee connections, they 
had followed fellow artist Abushariaa to Kenya.
    The group of artists banded together under the name “Sudanese Artists 
for Peace.”
    In 2002, Isam married Heba Abdul Gayom, also from Sudan. In 2003 Isam 
and Heba moved to Dadab refugee camp, the largest refugee camp in the 
world, near the frontier with Somalia. After an extremely stressful year plus in 
dangerous Dadab, Isam and Heba were allowed to enter Canada as refugees in 2004 and settled in Winnipeg.
    When asked about participating in an exhibit in a Christian gallery along with a Hindu artist, Isam recalled a verse in the Koran that states 
God created different nations to learn from and to know each other. He said, “In Canada people come from so many different backgrounds 
and live together in harmony. We worship in different ways but we respect and accept each other. This makes Canada rich and strong.” 

Curator’s comment   
    I met Isam Aboud in the late 1990s at the Paa ya Paa Art Centre, 
near Nairobi, Kenya. I was in Kenya and Sudan bringing together an 
exhibition on behalf of the Mennonite Central Committee, which 
was to feature art by young Muslim Sudanese artists. Little did Isam 
and I know we would meet again in Winnipeg five years later.
    I met Manju Lodha some years later when she and her husband, 
Ganpat, visited the gallery to ask if we’d be willing to consider 
showing art by a Hindu artist.
    When Isam arrived in Winnipeg and surprised me with a call from 
nearby rather than from Africa, I immediately offered him an op-
portunity to exhibit in the gallery. When Manju asked if we’d show 
her art, we quickly agreed. 
    Later, Manju, Isam and I worked together in Manitoba schools on 
the In the Spirit of Humanity project. We were a team, modelling 
acceptance and respect across cultures and faiths.

Summer exhibit. Mennonite Church Canada’s national assembly is in Winnipeg July 3-6. If interested in participating in an assembly 
art exhibition, contact Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca or call 204 888 6781, extension 194 for details.

    The MHC Gallery has opened its doors wide to people of 
goodwill from many faiths and cultures. The gallery is a Menno-
nite Church Canada institution but that does not mean others are 
excluded. We believe we need to get to know each other, need to 
accept each other, learning of our differences and discovering our 
similarities. Of course, people of faith, and of no faith, will have dis-
agreements, sometime fundamental in nature. That does not mean 
we shouldn’t get to know each other, especially in the wonderfully 
woven mosaic that is Canada. Art is a lovely vehicle to use in our 
journey to knowledge and acceptance. Manju and Isam are extend-
ing the journey with this exhibit. The April events initiated by Manju 
will take the journey even further. We hope you can join us at the 
opening and the other events. Your journey will be rewarding, as 
the gallery’s has through knowing these two friends and colleagues. 
Ray Dirks

tours
Interested in a tour with one or both of the artists? School or other group tours can take place. Contact Connie Wiebe at 204 888 6781, 
extension 194 to make arrangements. Please, book ahead. $2-$5 per participant would be appreciated.

remember the gallery
The MHC Gallery’s operating budget is raised through donations. Donations directed specifically to the gallery are what keep the space open 
and vibrant. Without the support of our audience, the gallery does not exist. This is a low donation part of the year. Can you help us through? 


