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Worship  resources
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We live in a very exciting and challenging time. The 
identities of the people who make up the constituency of 
both Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church 
USA are expanding. On this Sunday, we celebrate that 
we are becoming more like the ideal body of Christ that 
embraces the diversity of many nations, languages, colours, 
cultural norms, etc. 

Diversity is also a challenge when both those whose 
Mennonite heritage is long and those who recently joined 
this group put focus excessively on the diversity instead of 
the things that unite them. Scriptural descriptions of the 
people of God do not have the same focus. They simply use 
adjectives like, “My people”, “the children of God”, “the 
church”, “the living stones”, “priests of the Kingdom”, etc. 
Many People’s Sunday helps churches to make intentional 
reflections on what it means to embrace and engage the 
body of Christ that includes many people with rich and 
diverse contexts. 

Theme: Seeking the pearl of eternal unity which 
is hiding in the ocean of our visible diversity. 
Helpful endeavours to prepare for this service:

•	 In preparation for this service, assign three people to 
attend three different church services of a different 
culture (those who worship in a different language 
would be preferable). Each person should be responsible 
to report on at least one aspect of the worship service 
that is unique to the congregation. This can be done in 
a short video clip or power point presentation. 

•	 Implement an order of worship which represents one of 
the visited congregations. 

•	 Invite a band or a choir from a congregation which 
differs from yours in style and ethnicity. 

•	 Host a post-service potluck which includes an 
international dish or two.

Order of Worship:

Call to worship
Read Revelation 5 dramatically and passionately. Follow 
this reading with a minute or two of reflection time to 
help the congregation visualize the described heavenly 
worship service. (Consider using the antiphonal reading of 
Revelation 5: 11-13 in HWB 689.)

Suggested songs
•	 HWB 38 The Lord is in his holy temple

•	 HWB 81 (or 110) Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing

•	 HWB 87 Great is the Lord

•	 HWB 116 Crown him with many crowns

•	 HWB 476 This is the feast of victory

•	 STS 109 Blessing and honor

•	 STS 69 Ya hamalaLah (O Lamb of God)

•	 STS75 Her ni jina (Blessed be the name)

•	 STS 123 Let us talents and tongues employ

Opening prayer
LORD and creator of the universe, on this special Sunday 
we acknowledge and celebrate that people from many 
nations and languages are worshiping you. We pray that you 
help us understand and act upon the truth that every person 
is created in your own very image. 

LORD, open our minds help us comprehend that every 
person is entitled to become your child through Christ. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, we pray that you may freely use us in 
this broken world to extend your peace to those who live in 
unceasing fear and hostility. 
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PRINCE OF PEACE, help us to identify with those who 
go unnoticed.

HOLY SPIRIT, on this special day we pray that you enable 
us to reflect on our diversity and exalt you for giving us the 
opportunity to enlarge your church. AMEN!

Children 
Use this opportunity to help children understand that our 
differences, such as our skin colour, language, and physical 
structure, should not prevent us from understanding we are 
one and equal in our humanness and in our status before 
God. We are all God’s children and the subjects of His 
extravagant love.

Displaying different kinds of roses or other flowers at 
the front, where both the children and the adults in the 
congregation could see them, would provide a very helpful 
visual aid. Using a single rose to represent each colour or 
kind would provide a practical and cheaper alternative. 

Ask the children:

•	 To identify the differences of the roses (expected answers 
may include, differences in size, in colour, smell)

•	 To spell out the things that make these roses that are 
different in some ways the same (expected answers 
should include the fact that they all are flowers, they all 
are roses, all smell the same etc.). 

Based on the answers of the children, the person in charge 
should underline the beauty of our diversity and the 
greatness of our unity before our LORD and Creator.  

Close with a short prayer that thanks God for the beautiful 
diversity of creation and of the family of God. 

Sermon Suggestions
1. Harmony in Diversity is God’s New Creation in 
Progress: Isaiah 65:17-25

Isaiah 65 depicts Yahweh, the God of Israel, promising the 
expansion of the scope of his Kingdom beyond His people 
Israel. He has shared the vision to the prophet that He is 
going to reveal Himself to the people who do not call him 
“our God” and to the nation He has not referred to as “my 
people”. This boosts our imagination and enables us to 
picture what the church looks like that includes all people. 

Verses 17-25 provide tangible images of what harmony in 
diversity may look like. Yes, it is like bringing a lion and a 
goat together and creates a situation in which they no longer 
act like predators and prey. Indeed, it may be like allowing a 

child to play with a cobra, knowing that nothing dangerous 
will happen. Consequently, we should be very quick to 
learn that creating harmony in a diverse constituency is a 
God-sized challenge. We may even join Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and ask, “How can this be…?”(Luke 1:34). However, 
the scriptures and the history of the church invite us to join 
the angel Gabriel and say, “For nothing will be impossible 
with God” (Luke 1:37).

2. Salvation is a Common Reason for All People to 
Worship God in Celebration and Exaltation: Isaiah 12

This chapter champions the word “salvation” and calls the 
attentions of its readers to Yahweh’s relating to all humanity 
through salvation. The people are therefore to worship Him 
because He is their salvation. He has become their salvation 
and He has invited them to draw life from the spring of 
salvation. God Himself has taken the initiative to become 
the salvation of humanity! On Many People’s Sunday, it is 
very important to reflect that Yahweh’s salvation does not 
discriminate according to the things that make us different 
from one another.

This chapter also underlines God’s presence among His 
people. The act of saving necessitates the Saviour’s close 
watch over the one that needs salvation. The church today 
is therefore called to accept Him as the saving God and 
to celebrate with worship and exaltation. Furthermore, 
acknowledging fellow worshipers, though different from 
us in many ways, as brothers and sisters, should be the main 
focus of the Many People’s Sunday. 

3. A People under One LORD: Luke 24: 27-38

Jesus’ conversation with the two travelers shows that the 
main focus of the written scriptures and the unwritten 
teachings of the LORD is none other than Himself. His 
followers did not get it until after his ascension, even 
though he repeatedly reminded them to pay attention to 
what the scriptures have to say about Him. We are to make 
Jesus the centre of our thoughts, words and practices. He is 
the head of the church. Christ’s body on Earth can only take 
the steps needed for healthy growth, strength, and harmony 
when it listens to the head. 

No matter which book of the scriptures we use from which 
to draw our messages, Christ needs to be the centre of our 
message. The two travelers of this story reported that their 
hearts were burning when Jesus was telling them about 
himself from scriptures even before they recognize him as the 
risen LORD. The Many People’s Sunday should be a Sunday 
on which we celebrate that we all have one LORD despite the 
fact that our diversity is more visible than our unity. 
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4. Speaking the Truth Pleases God and Makes a People: 
2 Thess. 2:1-5 and 13-17

Paul writes frankly that he and his companions have never 
compromised the message entrusted to them from God 
to please their audience. They spoke the truth even when 
they faced fierce persecution and affliction as a result. He 
reminds the Thessalonians that they have spoken the pure 
gospel to them. Sometimes we tend to limit ourselves from 
speaking the truth, for fear of excluding some people or 
of being rejected. This is not the case with Paul and his 
companions; they tell it as it is. 

Surprisingly, verses 13-17 underline that the Thessalonians 
did not stumble over the message of Paul and his 
companions. Instead, they received what they had to say as 
the word of God and believed in it. As a result, they became 
fellow-sufferers for the sake of the Gospel. In fact, Paul 
says they have become the imitators of the church in Judea, 
which faced great persecution for the sake of Christ by 
those who had crucified Him. 

The issue of creating harmony and unity between the Jewish 
faith community and the Gentile community was one of 
the major challenges during the time of the apostles. Paul’s 
expression of a Gentile church imitating a Jewish church 
seems very odd in that context. However, a close look at the 
text reveals they were imitating the church in Judea in the 
things that matter the most – in their faith in the Gospel and 
their suffering as a result of their faith in Christ. 

We should take heart that, as long as we preach and live out 
the truth which is entrusted to us from God, we will grow 
in faith and love towards one another even as our diversity 
expands. There is no need for us to be afraid of speaking the 
truth for fear of damaging our relationship with those who 
are different from us. The truth is a stumbling block only 
to those who intentionally close their minds and refuse to 
receive it. 

Benediction 
May the LORD help you focus on the beauty of the unity 
of His people in the time of intensifying diversity. May the 
LORD enable you to see the great opportunity of extending 
His salvation, peace, hope and unchanging love to those 
who do not look like you, or think like you or walk like you. 

May the Holy Spirit inspire you to seize every opportunity 
to proclaim the truth to those who need its saving power 
the most. May you reflect the Light of the World wherever 
darkness threatens people who are created in the image of 
God. AMEN


