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Worship  resources

Written by Nathan and Taryn Dirks, Mennonite Church 
Canada Witness Workers in Botswana.

Introduction:
The theme for this worship resource is You Are Witnesses. 
In present-day Botswana, conflicting teachings about the 
role of Christians and churches have created divisions and 
suspicions between Botswana’s church leaders, and between 
congregations. Because numerous church leaders fail to live 
in a Christ-like manner and are proclaiming unbiblical and 
detrimental teachings, the government of Botswana has 
actually expelled a number of them from the country. They 
have been poor witnesses to the way of Jesus. Other leaders, 
with similarly negative messages, remain as do those who 
are quietly and faithfully serving in the way of Jesus. The 
people of Botswana are left to choose which messages they 
will follow. This is the context of our work and witness.

The theme Scriptures for this Sunday focus on the role of 
God’s people to discern wisely as we witness to God’s Word. 
These passages show us that we are called to discern and 
then witness to the true work of God’s Spirit. They also 
prompt us to be living testimonies to His truth at work  
in our lives.

Theme: You are witnesses

Texts: 
Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 (10); 
Matthew 23:1-12

Suggested Songs:
•	 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) – Matt Redman 

CCLI Link: http://www.ccli.com/Support/
LicenseCoverage/Search/SongSearch.aspx?s=6016351 

•	 HWB 352 – Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us

•	 HWB 327 – Great is thy faithfulness

•	 HBW 353 – Lord, listen to your children

•	 HWB 389 – Take my life

•	 HWB 395 – Here I am, Lord

•	 SJ 61 –How can we be silent

•	 SJ 30 – Jesus Christ is waiting

Opening Prayer:
(adapted from Jesus’ prayer for his disciples, John 17:17-23, 
The Message)

Dear Lord Jesus, Word made flesh to bring into focus  
the glory of the Father,  
who prayed for your disciples present and future,  
we come to worship you.

As you, Lord Jesus, prayed for your disciples 
And for those who will believe in you, 
So we pray that people would know you  
As we bear witness about you. 
Lord, may we all become one heart and mind — 
Just as you, Father, are in Jesus and Jesus is in you, 
So may we be one heart and mind with you. 
Then the world might believe that you, in fact, sent Jesus.

The glory you gave Jesus, we accept in Jesus’ name, 
So we will be one as you are one — 
Jesus in us, the Father in Jesus. 
Help us mature in this oneness 
And give the world evidence 
That you, Father God, sent Jesus and love us 
In the same way you love Jesus. 
We pray we would be consecrated with the truth  
as we worship;  
Your word is consecrating truth. 
We praise you for consecrating yourself for our sakes 
So that we may be truth - consecrated in our mission  
for your sake. 

Amen.
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Children’s Time Options:
A short children’s moment which describes our motivations as 
Christians, and which ties in to the Matthew 23:1-12 sermon 
is found through the following link:

•	 “Showing Off ” 
http://thechildrenssermon.com/matthew23.html 

An introduction to Matthew 23:1-12, and a story that 
provides a positive illustration of what God expects, is found 
through the following link:

•	 “The Best of Friends” 
http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/
ResourceView/43/7299# 

Offering: 
•	 HWB 402 – Christian, let your burning light

As an alternative, the song ‘Those Words are Not Enough’ by 
Relient K, which stresses living what we believe as followers 
of Jesus, can be found with lyrics on YouTube at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8a0dMqpUDM 

Sermon Leads:
1. The prophet Micah contrasts the actions and effects 

of human schemes and leadership with the plans and 
results of God’s will. Micah chapter 3 describes the 
fact that, though leaders may call out to God and make 
proclamations on His behalf, God will hide His face 
from those who hate justice and distort what is right. 
He also states that justice and might are found with 
those who are filled with God’s Spirit. How may the 
Church go from proclaiming God’s name with what is 
ultimately a false sense of security, to being his Spirit-
filled witnesses?

2. In Psalm 43, the psalmist finds his joy in God even in 
the midst of oppression by those surrounding him. He 
proclaims his intention to continue to praise and place 
his hope in God, even as he asks for the protection, 
relief and direction that elude him. The Psalmist’s 
attitude in the midst of struggle is his witness; he 
strives for consistency in his worship even as he 
wonders about God’s ways. He has nothing to gain in 
the eyes of those around him by proclaiming God in 
this situation. How does Psalm 43 point to the type of 
witness to which the Church is called?

3. As the body of Christ, we are to incarnate God’s 
presence to those around us. Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy confidently reminded the Thessalonians 
of their witness when they were among them, which 
allowed the Thessalonians to accept the word of 
God and become living examples themselves. What 
characteristics is the body of Christ meant to display to 
present an example of, or bear witness to, God’s word? 
How does the Church discern between teaching that is 
a ‘human word’ and that which is ‘the word of God’? 

4. Jesus gives a warning against hypocrisy in Matthew 23: 
1-12, chiding the teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
for not practicing what they preach. Such people have 
the semblance of witnessing to the glory of God as they 
instruct others, but do not do so with their lives. What 
is Jesus’ response to those who honour God with their 
lips, but not with their lives? How does one separate 
true words from false actions? What is the model 
which Jesus points his followers towards, and what are 
the implications of this model?

Benediction:
Father, may we, gifted to Jesus, 
Remain in him, 
So we can see his glory and splendor, 
Because you loved him 
Long before there ever was a world.

Righteous Father, the world has never known you, 
But Jesus has known you, and we along with the great cloud 
of witnesses know 
That you incarnated Jesus with a mission.

He made your very being known to us— 
Who you are and what you do— 
And he continues to make it known, 
So that your love for Jesus 
Might be in us as Jesus is in us.

Amen

Closing Hymn: 
•	 SJ 72 – One is the body
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