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Worship  resources

Introduction:
To whom do we listen when it comes to finances (financial 
health, financial security, financial planning, etc.)? Likely 
some of us just wish we didn’t have to think about finances, 
but then end up worrying about money a lot of the time. 
Others of us spend time thinking with professional advisors 
who help with saving and investing our money. Are there 
voices, too, that remind us to be generous?

These worship resources invite us to consider listening to 
God’s voice as we make decisions (conscious or otherwise) 
about our finances. Opening this somewhat closed part of 
our lives in worship may help us to forge communities of 
resilience in a culture of never enough. In worship, we have 
the opportunity to listen to God’s voice and open our hands 
in gratitude for all that God has done for us. In worship, 
we can also open our lives to one another as we seek to hear 
God’s voice together.

While designed to assist you in planning worship for 
Stewardship Sunday on the third Sunday in January, these 
resources can be used any time during the church year.

Theme: Speak, Lord, we are listening

Texts: 
1 Samuel 3: 1-10, Psalm 139, John 1: 43-51

Gathering:
Suggested songs: 

•	 STJ 6 “Jesus, we are here”

•	 STJ 42 “Listen, God is calling”

•	 STS 5 “Open my ears, open my eyes”

Call to Worship:
Leader: God still calls us by name. 

Left: If we open our ears, like Samuel did, we will hear 
God’s call.

Right: If we open our eyes and hearts, like the first 
disciples, we will delight in Jesus’ invitation to us to  
“come and see.”

Left: And if we open our skeptical minds like Nathanael 
did, we will be amazed at our encounter with the Son of 
God. 

Leader: So come, with open ears, and eyes and hearts, ready 
to listen and encounter. Come and worship.

Praising:
Suggested songs: 

•	 STJ 18 “Over my head”

•	 STS 34 “You are holy”

Confessing (Inspired by Psalm 139):
Lord, you search us and you know us.  
               We’re not always sure we want you to know so much 
                              … like how we manage our finances.

And yet, we know that through everything - we are still 
with you, So search us, oh God, know our hearts and our 
pocketbooks. See if there are any wicked ways in us.  
Forgive and restore us, O God.

God, who knows our hearts, is gracious and eager to pardon 
and lead us in the way everlasting.

Hearing God’s Word:

Children’s time: 
•	 Sing the chorus Be still and know that I am God, using 

American Sign Language (ASL) motions as seen here 
www.aslpro.com/cgi-bin/aslpro/aslpro.cgi for the 
words be, still (quiet), know and God. Teach the signs 
before you sing, then invite the congregation to sing 
with the children, who will probably be focusing on 
making the signs.
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•	 Wonder together:

•	 I wonder how becoming still helps us know God.

•	 I wonder if becoming still can help us to hear 
God’s whisper.

•	 I wonder what God is whispering to each of us 
right now.

•	 I wonder how still Samuel was in this story.

•	 Experience the story of Samuel, directly from the Bible. 
Show the children where it is in the Bible, tell them 
you have learned it, and then tell it, using story figures 
for Eli and Samuel, and two pads of cloth that serve 
as beds. Before telling the story, explain that Samuel’s 
mother had sent him to live in the temple as a special 
helper for the old priest, Eli, and that Samuel had a 
special place to sleep, beside the Ark, which helped 
him feel close to God and God’s angels. If you like, 
you could use these props: a dividing wall for the two 
‘bedrooms’ and a block of wood to serve as an ark 
beside Samuel. Focus your eyes on the story characters, 
and the children will follow your gaze and respond to 
the inner quietness you display. 

•	 Pray: Thank you, God, for speaking to Samuel and for 
still speaking to us. Help us open our ears to hear the 
important things you whisper to us, today. Amen.

Sermon Starters:
•	 1 Samuel 3:1 – 10: Making a connection between 

this text and how we live with our finances may seem 
obscure. Maybe this text is an encouragement to the 
preacher of the day, who is called to listen to the word 
of the Lord. Just as in Samuel’s youth, it might seem 
like the word of the Lord is rare in our day, that visions 
of what to say about money are not widespread. We 
may wonder how to talk about our culture of money 
entitlement, our submission to scarcity, our paralysis in 
the face of complex global economics. We may not be 
anxious to hear difficult words (like Samuel did about 
Eli’s family) about our wealth and privilege in the 
world, but we may also be bearers of opportunities for 
transformation toward living generously. Listen deeply, 
God is calling us.

•	 Psalm 139: The Inescapable God. While we often 
dwell on the comfort and wonder of being known by 
God, there is something invasive and fearful about 
being searched by God. Is this like getting audited by 
the CRA? We’d rather not listen if this is the case. As 
Jeremy Troxler writes in his sermon “Hemmed in”  
 

(www.faithandleadership.com/sermons/
hemmed?page=full&print=true), “The truth is, we 
do not want to be known through and through – by 
anybody. We want to maintain strict control over who 
knows what about us and how much they know and 
when they know it.” How much more is this true when 
it comes to our finances?

•	 Frederick Buechner writes that this is a psalm “all 
about the hiding and baring of secrets.” Are we afraid 
of exposure when we are open to God about our 
money habits? Perhaps being known provides us with 
new freedom in which we “find that we feared to give 
up everything, only to have been given more than 
everything” (Troxler) from our generous God.

•	 John 1:43 – 51: Like Nathanael in this story, we may not 
really be convinced – can anything much good regarding 
finances come out of just another Sunday in our church? 
When we meet up with Jesus, it might surprise us to 
experience our lives opened up in ways we don’t expect 
– how does he know us? When Jesus calls us to follow, 
we hold back parts our lives that we don’t want him to 
mess with; our money might be one of those parts. But 
Jesus knows us, and gathers us in communities, like 
these first disciples were, opening us to new possibilities. 
When we listen and bring our whole lives including our 
money into our journey with Christ, we can expect our 
perspective to be changed, moving us from skepticism 
and fear, based in scarcity, to generosity and trust, based 
in God’s abundance for all.

Responding to God’s Word:
Suggested songs: 

•	 HWB 507 “Gracious Spirit, dwell with me”

•	 HWB 395 “Here I am, Lord”

•	 STJ 32 “If you believe and I believe”

•	 STJ 14 “Lord Jesus, you shall be my song”

•	 STS 35 “Thou, O Christ, my Lord and King” 

Offering: 
Leader: Let us open ourselves to God’s searching in our 
hearts: To whom do we listen as we make decisions about 
giving? How can our community in worship create in us 
habits of generosity? What do we bring today that we can 
give to God?  
 
In joyful witness to God’s call in our lives, we now offer our gifts.
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Offering song suggestions: 

•	 HWB 383 “God, whose giving”

•	 HWB 387 “Lord, thou dost love”

•	 HWB 388 “Grant us, Lord, the grace

•	 “I can give with joy” by Bryan Moyer Suderman (CD-
My money talks), www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/805

Blessing and Sending:
Use the litany at STJ 148 or this blessing:

God, the source of generosity, 
has given us all we have. 
God has called us together as his body on earth 
and ignites in us the joy of giving. 
God sends us now to serve 
with generous and joy-filled living.

Suggested song: 

•	 HWB 478 “Sent forth by God’s Blessing”

Written by Elsie Rempel and Dori Zerbe Cornelsen as staff 
of Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Foundation 
Canada. Please direct your comments about Special Sunday 
Worship Resources to Elsie Rempel at  
erempel@mennonitechurch.ca.

Mennonite Foundation of Canada encourages  
generous living by offering resources and services to  
assist with charitable giving and estate planning  
(www.mennofoundation.ca). With the reconciling gospel 
of Jesus Christ, Mennonite Church Canada forms a people 
of God, becomes a global church, and grows leaders for the 
church. (home.mennonitechurch.ca)
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