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Text: John 10: 11-18

Theme: We can trust Jesus, because 
he is like people who take  
good care of animals.

Needed items: A plush kitten or a calendar 
picture of a cat or two.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if a vet is like a shepherd.
I wonder if Jesus is like a vet, or like Amy 
and her mom.
I wonder how Jesus helps us be healthy 
and happy.
I wonder how we can give Jesus a thank-
you hug.
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Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather 
together for their special worship time. 
Remind them that this story time gives 
everyone a chance to draw close to God, 
and that it can help us worship if we imagine 
ourselves onto the lap of Jesus, who loved 
to tell stories and bless children. Open your 
Bible to John 10 and show the children the 
chapter heading “I am the Good Shepherd” 
and verse 11 where Jesus says, “I am the 
good shepherd.” Today’s story is about 
the way Jesus takes good care of us, like 
a shepherd takes good care of sheep. 
Since most of us know kittens better than 
sheep, today’s story will help us understand 
what Jesus’ being our shepherd means, 
by talking about kittens. Can you imagine 
yourself being a kitten (hold up the toy or 
picture)? If you were a kitten, what would 
you need to be healthy? What would you 
need to be happy? Listen to what happened 
to the kittens in today’s story.



Story:

Amy liked being in the barn because of the kittens. She just loved holding them and playing 
with them. Twix was her favorite. He was fluffy and orange. He was very friendly and would 
always start to purr as soon as she picked him up. But today, when Amy found Twix, she knew 
something was wrong. He meowed sadly, and when she picked him up, he purred, but his eyes 
were watery and one was almost swollen shut. Twix sneezed and sneezed. Her mother said that 
sometimes the littlest barn kittens got sick and didn’t live long, but she and Amy decided Twix 
was so special that they should drive him to the vet in town. 

  Amy hopped into the truck and held Twix in a soft old baby blanket, all the way to town. Amy 
cuddled the little kitten and sang softly to him. When they got to the vet’s office, Amy handed 
Twix over to the vet and stayed in the examination room. The vet carefully peered into Twix’s 
ears and spoke quietly when Twix meowed. He felt Twix’s stomach gently and chuckled when 
Twix began to purr. With a smooth cloth, he dabbed away the yucky stuff from Twix’s eyes. 
He was smiling at Twix the whole time. Amy wondered if the vet loved all of his patients in this 
way. At the end of the examination, the vet cuddled Twix under his chin, petted him with his big 
hands, and told him what a lucky little kitten he was. The vet gave Twix a needle for the mites 
in his ears and sent home some medicine that Twix would need everyday until his sneezing 
stopped and his eyes were clear. Amy picked up Twix and felt him purr again. She was so 
relieved that Twix was going to be OK and gave the vet a great big thank-you smile. Then she 
thanked Jesus for the kind vet who had taken care of Twix and given him what he needed that 
day.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, that you care for us even more than the people who cared for Twix in this 
story. We love you and send you our thank-you smiles. Thank you, that there are people who 
show us what loving care is like. Please help us be like that, too. Amen.


