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Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves all together snuggling into God’s 
big lap to hear this short story about Jesus. 
Open your Bible to Mark 3 and read verses 
20-21. Then say, “In today’s Bible reading, 
we hear two important things. 1. Jesus was 
so popular that he and his disciples couldn’t 
even find time to eat. 2. Some people 
thought he had gone nuts, so his family was 
coming to see if he was OK or if he needed 
a time-out. Have these ever happened to 
you as you follow Jesus? They happened to 
the girl in this story, who got quite famous by 
doing what I think Jesus would have done. 
And sometimes her friends thought she was 
nuts, too. Listen.”

Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 5 

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive available 
as a resource to teachers, ministers and others of Mennonite 
Church Canada ©2012. Posted by permission of the author. 
Edited by Elsie Rempel, director of Christian Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada.

Nuts? 



Story
When Hannah Taylor of Winnipeg was 5, 
back in 1996, she saw a man eating out of a 
garbage can on a frozen winter day. Hannah 
was filled with sadness and questions. “Why, 
why, why?” she asked. She wondered, “If 
everyone shared what they had, could that 
cure homelessness?” Her parents helped 
her learn about hunger and homelessness 
and about the people who are troubled by 
homelessness, even when some of her friends 
thought she was nuts. But Hannah didn’t care 
about that. She was more interested in finding 
ways of helping people who were hungry and 
didn’t have a home. She wanted to make a 
difference, and with her parents’ help, she did.

By the time Hannah was eight years old, 
she had founded The Ladybug Foundation 
Inc., a registered charity, and had become 
the innocent face of the homeless, seeing 
their plight with the clarity of a child and 
speaking out for them across Canada, and 
elsewhere in the world. Hannah spoke to 
one person at a time and to groups as large 
as 16,000. Hannah was convinced that 
everyone deserved a roof over their head and 
enough food to eat, as basic human rights. 
Sometimes, Hannah hardly had time to eat. 
It’s a good thing her parents supported her 
and made sure she got the food and the rest 
that she needed.

Once, when Hannah was at a teenage shelter 
in Toronto, she experienced a moment that 
she will never forget. As she was leaving the 
shelter, hugging each child, one of the quietest 
children stepped from the back and said, “Until 
today I thought no one loved me. Now I know 
you love me.” This is a clear sign that Hannah 
was being like Jesus with skin on. Like Jesus, 
she got famous quite quickly, and like Jesus, 
some people thought she was nuts for caring 
so much about homeless people.

* You can learn more about Hannah by 
visiting the Ladybug Foundation website, or 
by reading the children’s book, Ruby’s Hope, 
which is available through McNally Robinson 

Booksellers.

Prayer
Thank you God, for the amazing power of your 
love at work in us. Thank you that sometimes 
bullies actually become friends. Please help us 
use loving words to build peace and friendship 
wherever we are. Amen.

Wondering questions:

•	 I	wonder	where	we	see	Jesus	in	Hannah’s	
story.

•	 I	wonder	why	her	friends	thought	she	was	
nuts.

•	 I	wonder	what	unusual	things	Jesus	wants	to	
help my family do.

Sing
When You Learn to Follow Jesus (You Will Act 
a Little Strange), Track 14 on the CD: God’s 
Love is for everybody. ©2002, Faith and Life 
Resources, Mennonite Church Canada.

Prayer
Thank-you, Jesus, for helping Hannah and 
her parents do the right thing even when her 
friends thought she was nuts. Help our families 
follow your example in similar ways. Amen.
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