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Wondering questions: 

I wonder why it was easier for Sarah to 
be friendly than for the older people in her 
family.
I wonder what it would be like to have 
someone from another place, or someone 
who is always bleeding, in your house.
I wonder who Jesus wants us to be 
friendly to today.
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Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for 
the children’s story and invite, but don’t 
coerce, them to sit next to someone they 
don’t usually sit beside. Ask them to give 
you a thumbs- up, down or in-between, to 
show how they feel about sitting beside 
a different person than usual. Encourage 
them to exchange smiles with the people 
next to them and settle into that place so 
that they can listen and notice the nearness 
of God, who loves all of us lots and lots 
and helps us love each other. Open your 
Bible to Mark 5 and explain that in today’s 
Gospel reading you will hear the story about 
a woman nobody wanted to sit beside. This 
woman had a problem. She kept bleeding. 
Because of this, people would not touch her 
and would not let her into their homes. She 
had lived with this problem for twelve years! 
When Jesus realized that he had been 
touched by her he didn’t say, “Oooh, quit 
touching me, you’re unclean.” No, he said, 
“Your faith has made you well; go in peace, 
and be healed of your disease.” Then the 
people welcomed her in their homes and sat 



next to her. Here is a story about Sarah and how she helped her family welcome someone who 
wasn’t sick, but seemed kind of different. 

Story:

Sarah’s older sister was in an exchange program with a girl from Germany, so there was going 
to be an extra sister in the house for three months. There was lots of worrying about how the 
family would include this new person. “What do we say to this person? How do we treat her? 
Will she like our food? Are there certain things we shouldn’t talk about? Will she be able to 
understand us?”

Sarah, who was seven, couldn’t understand all this worry. She was excited to get a new ‘sister’ 
and couldn’t wait to meet her. When she arrived, Anke seemed ill at ease. Sarah’s family also 
looked ill at ease. Sarah, however, felt nothing of the sort. She walked up to Anke and gave her 
a hug. Over the next several days, Sarah talked Anke’s ear off showing her things, explaining 
games, and asking Anke to play. While the rest of the family felt awkward at first, Sarah was 
very comfortable with Anke, and Sarah became Anke’s favourite ‘sister’. Sarah didn’t let a 
different language, customs, or expectations prevent her from doing her best to be friends with 
Anke. 

Sarah helps us understand what Jesus is like. Jesus didn’t let barriers prevent him from talking 
to people or healing them. You may know some other stories where Jesus talks to people and 
heals people that others don’t want to talk to or touch or sit beside. Jesus didn’t worry about 
what people did. He befriended and helped the people who needed him most.

Prayer:

Jesus, we thank you for people like Sarah who are good at being friendly. Thank you for being 
friendly to people who needed your help, even if other people were mean to them. Please help 
us be friendly like Sarah and Jesus. Amen.


