


Proposals?

Artists, please, submit your proposals to 
us! The gallery hosts exhibits in approximate two 
month blocks throughout the year. 

Mailing list
To receive CANVASs, invitations to all exhibitions 
and other gallery updates contact Connie Wiebe, 
cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.

Contact
Ray Dirks, MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB Canada R3P 0M4. Ph: (204) 888-
6781. E-mail: rdirks@mennonitechurch.ca

Thanks
To all who make donations, large and small, we 
thank you for helping keep the gallery alive and 
relevant.

I’d like to support the MHCGallery (PLEASE PRINT)

name ___________________________________________________________________________  

address _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________  postal code  _________________

phone number ( ____ ) _______________________________  amount _____________________

Make your cheque payable to the MHC Gallery
Mail to: MHCGallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4
Contact Connie Wiebe at (204) 888 6781 or cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca to donate 
by credit card. Online at http://gallery.mennonitechurch.ca/donate                                                            
     DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Please, consider a donation 

Canvass 

JUDY PASCHALIS: 
In 2001, I began to feel 
the need to express my 
memories and other 
thoughts by creating fiber 
art. My mother’s stories of 
her life brought many vi-
sual vignettes to my mind 
that I thought I would be 
able to develop into fiber 
art. The individual pieces 
that make up “Tillie’s 
Story” were begun in 
2002. The written story 
and most of the quilts were 
completed shortly after I 
retired in 2010.
    All the fiber art that I 

create is largely made from fabric 
and thread, but I also use embellishments of beads and/or ribbons and, 
many times, I print my photographs on fabric and use the photograph 
as the basis for the quilt.
    I call my pieces QuiltToons; these range from political commentary to 
memories of time spent with grandchildren. Because I am self-taught 
I consider myself a folk artist. I did learn to sew in 4-H many moons 
ago in rural Central Kansas; but I have no training in art except for one 
6-week cartooning class. I have taken several classes on quilt making 
and fiber art throughout the years, and I belong to a group of fiber art-
ists who meet monthly and provide much inspiration and knowledge of 
techniques.
    I write a blog called the QuiltToonist; it is a log of the fiber art pieces I 
make and is a way of having my creative work “shown.” I believe this art 
and the blog are adding to the purpose and meaning of my life. My pro-
fessional career was, in general, communications. At various times, I was 
a local television reporter, a talk show host, a public relations specialist, 
and, in my last employment, the coordinator of a program that support-
ed grandparents and other relatives who were rearing relatives’ children. 
I have a Master’s Degree in Communications from Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio. I live in Toledo, Ohio with my husband of 34 years. We 
have four children, eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, one 
cat, four chickens and two fish. My work can be seen at www.quilttoon-
ist.wordpress.com

ANNIE JANZEN has always enjoyed jars. So when 
she wondered what to put in hers, someone suggested 
items from her life. Then a friend helped her to build a 
shelf to put them on, one she varnished herself. Annie’s 
jars are filled with items from her travels, grains and 
legumes that nourish her, and other items that friends 
and family have filled. Annie asked them to participate by 
putting something in a jar that explains what Annie’s life 
means to them. 
    Her niece painted scenes from nature and put the paint-
ing in a jar because she is inspired by Annie’s love of nature. 
    Then there are the jars filled with items from her two 
trips around the world. One trip went from east to west, 
the other, ten years later, went from west to east. Annie 
took these trips during the summer, when she wasn’t 
working as head cook for Canadian Mennonite Bible Col-
lege (now Canadian Mennonite University). She worked 
in that position for 27 years. 
    A very special item is a photo of an astronomical clock, 
which Annie got in Prague. After she returned home 
she had a dream about her life and all the people she 
knew, that ended with a door behind which she could 
see a bright light. The dream ended before Annie went 
through the door, but 
she now knows what her 
eternity will look like. The 
dream is symbolized by 
a light at the top of her 
shelf. 

    Annie now lives at 
Bethel Place where she 
enjoys gardening at 
Riverview Garden Society, 
preserving food and 
cooking it. CMBC Alumni 
are moving into Bethel 
Place. Now when she 
invites them to her apart-
ment for a meal, she is 
cooking for the Alumni.

Skating Lakeside School, Judy Paschalis

NEXT: June 29 to September 5: Manitoba Society of Artists annual juried show. 


