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Mennonite Church Canada1
Delegate Assembly Minutes 20142
Canadian Mennonite University3
Winnipeg, Manitoba4
July 3-6, 20145

6
Thursday July 3, 7:00 pm. (Central Daylight Time)7

8
1. Preliminaries9

a. Opening and Area Church Welcome: Hilda Hildebrand, moderator declared Assembly 2014 10
open and welcomed those present in person and on line. Peter Rempel (moderator MCM) and 11
Ken Warkentin (ED of MCM) extended a welcome from Mennonite Church Manitoba 12
referencing Ephesians 4: 1-3.13

b. Indigenous Welcome: Norman Meade, elder of the Metis Community and pastor of Manigotagan 14
Chapel, welcomed the delegates on behalf of all those in the Treaty One territory. He equated the 15
conference theme Wild Hope with divine hope, something we all need to give us strength to move 16
forward. As we struggle for life, the wisdom of God is the only way to move into the future.17

c. Introduction of Special Guests: Elizabeth Soto Albrecht (moderator, MC USA) Ervin Stutzman 18
(ED, MC USA), Jaime Giesbrecht (Conference of Mennonites in Mexico), Cesar Garcia (General 19
Secretary, MWC), Willy Reimer (ED. Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches) 20
were identified and welcomed. Delegates were asked to look at pg 9 of Assembled News handout 21
for information regarding additional guests in our midst.  All first time attendees were also given 22
a special welcome.23

d. Quorum: Quorum was declared with 38 of possible 40 Area church delegates and 294 24
congregational delegates present. Total attendance at Assembly is more than 520 people.25

e. Officials Supporting Assembly: The following were introduced: 26
Parliamentarian: Harold Peters-Fransen27
Resolutions Committee: Chris Lenshyn, chair (BC), Peter Rempel (GB rep, MB), Alissa Bender 28
(MCEC)29
Listening Committee: Kate Janzen (GB rep, AB) Gladys Bender (MCEC), Tim Wiebe Neufeld 30
(MCA).31
Prayer Team: led by Donna Peters Small, (MCM).32
General Board members of MC Canada were asked to stand so that delegates would know who 33
they were.34

f. Other Instructions: We were reminded to enter into discernment and interaction in the spirit of the  35
unity of Christ and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Everyone is welcome to fully 36
participate but only delegates will be allowed to vote.37

38
2. Minutes39

Minutes of the 2012 Assembly were circulated with 40
the registration package.   41

42
43
44

3. General Board Actions (Report Book pages 8-9)45
Several General Board actions were highlighted 46

and additional actions identified on an insert in the 47
delegate package were read. These included the July 48
2013 GB meeting and the July 2013 AGM minute 49
actions. 50

1. Motion: that the delegate Assembly adopt the 
minutes of Mennonite Church Canada 2012 
Assembly as circulated. 

(Karen Sheil/Lydia Cruttwell) Motion carried.

2. Motion: that the delegate Assembly approve 
the actions of the General Board as identified and 
circulated in the Assembly 2014 Report Book and 
the accompanying insert. 

(Karen Sheil/Florence Driedger) Motion carried.
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1
4. Financial Matters (Discernment Guide, page 3 )2

John Goosen chair of Financial Policy and Audit 3
Committee explained the General Board's 4
recommendation regarding the change in the fiscal 5
year end. 6

7
8
9

10
5. Nomination Slate 11

Renata Klassen, Nominations Committee presented the slate. The slate is full, nominations close 12
Friday.13

a. General Board14
i. Secretary                  Karen Sheil nominated15
ii. Moderator                Hilda Hildebrand renew16
iii. Assistant Moderator Aldred Neufeldt renew17
iv. Member at Large     Laura Loewen renew18
v. Member at Large     Kate Janzen renew19

b. Faith and Life Committee 20
i. Dan Epp-Tiessen nominated21

c. Christian Formation Council22
i. Charlotte Bueckert nominated23
ii. David Driedger nominated24
iii. Adela Wedler renew25

d. Church Engagement Council26
i. Lori Guenther Reesor nominated27
ii. Dori Zerbe Cornelsen renew28

e. Christian Witness Council29
i. Paul Mo nominated30
ii. Roberson Mbayumvula nominated31
iii. Pat Gerber-Pauls renew32
iv. Rei Neufeld 2015 renew33

34
6. Council Reports35

Willard Metzger (ED, Mennonite Church Canada) invited staff and Council representatives to 36
present highlights from the councils.  The “pop-quiz”/interview style presentation was 37
accompanied by power point slides highlighting our councils and their work. More detailed 38
reports can be found in the Report Book.39

40
7. Finance Report (Discernment Guide pages 52-56)41

a. John Goossen (Treasurer) and Randy Wiebe (Chief Financial Officer) presented the financial 42
statements. Randy compared the financial experience of MC Canada over the past two years with 43
the image of a sail boat on the sea. In 2012 waters were roughened with program cuts and staff 44
responsibility changes, a challenging budget and a dip in donations. But good investments and 45
tight budgeting kept our boat in balance. Money from the sale of former assets allowed us to 46
replenish reserves. In 2013 even more cuts made as our policy is to set a budget to match the 47
previous year’s donations. Donations increased in that year but were lower than previous years. In 48
2013 we spent money on new long and short workers, TRC event participation, resources, 49
Common Word project, youth assembly, communications projects, partner visits, and 50

3. Motion: that Mennonite Church Canada 
postpone implementation or reversal of the 
decision until the completion of the Future 
Directions Task Force process which has the 
potential to alter organizational structure and 
direction, and in any case, to bring the issue back 
to the Assembly by 2016. 

(John Goosen/Patrick Klassen) Motion carried.
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strengthening compliance. We received a first fruits tithing from MCEC.  As we finished fiscal 1
year end January 31, 2014 our balances are strong, our reserves have been strengthened. We are 2
not quite where we want to be but things are much 3
improved.4

5
6
7
8

b. Budget: Positive results of last fiscal year has allowed a consumer price increase for salaries. 9
The budget also reflects the costs of the new National 10
Health benefit plan. Expenses are conservative and should 11
be achievable. Some changes in spending were noted. 12
Some budget line items are variable due to bi-annual 13
structure. 14

15
16

c. Auditors. 17
18
19
20
21

8. Resolutions 22
The Moderator reminded delegates of our policy regarding resolutions from delegates, noting that 23

one resolution was received after the deadline regarding fossil fuel divestment.24
Chris Lenchyn chair of the Resolutions Committee explained that given the resolutions 25

complexity and that it was received late, the committee has referred it to the GB for further 26
processing. A brief summary of the resolution was read. Full copies were made available at the 27
Information center and can be found on MC Canada's website. Written feedback will be accepted until 28
the end of October. The Board will consider further action at the Fall Leadership Assembly in November.29

30
9. Report from Partner Organizations31

Canadian Peacekeepers Team (CPT): Peter Haresnape shared about the work of CPT. Many of 32
their activities centre around working to be a good neighbour by forming partnerships. In many 33
instances this entails educating and informing others about situations and need for justice with all 34
peoples and creation. He shared stories of hope.  35
Mennonite Creation Care Network: Joanne Moyer shared with us about the work of this bi-36
national network of people and agencies involved in creation care. In Canada they are currently 37
setting up fund for environmental retrofitting. They have created a curriculum on creation care and 38
watershed issues. 39
Canadian Mennonite University (CMU): Cheryl Pauls President of CMU welcomed us to the 40
campus. She pointed to the Road to Emmaus story as a story of being guest and host, of shifting 41
roles. This is an apt story for CMU as teachers and students of Biblical Studies, Theology and 42
Business engage with each other and learn together. We were asked to pray that CMU would be 43
good hosts to delegates and that together we are all good guests to ever new generations who we host 44
and who become our hosts.45

46
Hilda thanked the presenters47

48
10. Announcements49

Several announcements were made including the following50

4. Motion: that the delegate Assembly approves 
the Financial report as presented for fiscal year 
ending January 31, 2014.

(John Goossen/Emily Toews) Motion carried.

5. Motion: that the delegate Assembly approve
the Budget for fiscal year ending January 31, 
2015.

(John Goossen/Steve Jorritsma) Motion carried.

6. Motion: that the delegate Assembly appoint 
KPMG as Auditor for fiscal year ending January 
31, 2015.

(John Goossen/Craig Neufeld) Motion carried.
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Attention was drawn to page 6 of the Assembled News where there was a brief biography and 1
remembrance for Ron Sawatzky, first moderator of MC Canada and an active leader of the church who 2
died on June 27, 2014.3

Prayer request was offered for those affected by floods in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. For God's 4
healing and hope in this time of stress.5

6
7

11. Closing                                                                                                8
9

The Assistant Moderator expressed pleasure and excitement for this interesting time and10
closed with a prayer.11

12
13

                                                                                                                                                                                             adjourned at 9: 10 p.m. 14
Friday July 4, 2014, 9:30 a.m.15

16
8. Plenary: Speaker, David Driedger Wade in the Water.17

18
--break--19

20
9. Future Directions Task Force21

Rethinking Foundations: the “who” and “why” of “we”22
April Yamasaki and Gerald Gerbrandt led the delegate assembly in a reflection on who we are.23
Our story is part of the greater story of the Bible. April and Gerald traced the outline of that story 24
as well as our part of that story, our coming together as a denomination. Each congregation is a 25
local expression of the kingdom of God, and part of a larger expression of community around the 26
world.27
There was a time of silent reflection guided by four questions.28

What do you hear that resonates with the story of your congregation?29
What is different?30
How does the story of your congregation connect with the Mennonite Church Canada 31

story?32
How is the world -wide nature of the body of Christ reflected in your congregation?33

34
Announcements and Draws 35

36
--lunch--37

38
10. Being a Faithful Church39

Rudy Baergen and Jack Suderman gave an introduction to the work and the mandate of the BFC 40
task force and the work they have been doing. The title of the recent document Between the 41
Horizons is a reference to the period between Eden and the New Jerusalem, represented by the 42
Eastern and Western horizons. It was noted that most of the scripture takes place in between these 43
horizons.44
BFC5's mandate was to look broadly at the ways the Bible deals with sexuality. It was not to 45
produce a complete study on sexuality. It did not include other fields such as science. Looking at 46
the ways the Bible deals with sexuality proved to be quite complex. Sexuality does not stand 47
alone as a topic. There are several threads. Healthy sexuality and faithful spirituality are closely 48
intertwined in the texts.49
The time between the horizons is a time of broken spirituality and of broken sexuality. 50
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The document is not a comprehensive study. The mandate from congregations was for a broad 1
overview of the theme of sexuality without particulars of specific issues. While some people may 2
have hoped for more details in certain areas the task force feels they have pursued the mandate 3
given. 4
The feedback from BFC5 acknowledges that as congregations and individuals we have different 5
ways of understanding faithfulness when engaging matters of same sex relationships. The 6
feedback also acknowledges that we have difficulty knowing what to do when we have prayed for 7
the Spirit to lead us but come out at different understandings of faithfulness. What does that 8
mean? Has the Holy Spirit abandoned us, or is one group being obstinate while the other is 9
listening? Could both have some insight or truth that we should all be listening to? Perhaps an 10
agreed upon conclusion will come later. What is the teaching of the Spirit when we don't have 11
agreement?12

13
Table groups were invited to reflect on the question: what have you heard and how do you 14
respond to what you have heard?15
Randomly selected tables were asked to share some of their discussion.16
Included the following comments:17
1. It sound like truth is relational.18
2. Being faithful means being content with a bit of messiness. 19
3. The process of faithful discernment is more important than where we come out. Perhaps there 20

is a third way between yes and no.21
4. There is frustration on both sides.22
5. Some congregations don't have a personal connection with the questions.23
6. In our church a lot has changed over 17 years. More young adults are living together. Sexual 24

relationships are more open.  If the Confession of Faith statement was preached then, it would 25
have been mostly agreed to but now agreement would be about 50/50. 26

7. New Congregations look with bewilderment at this question.27
8. I have heard the Conservative voice feeling unheard. They fear the answer is a forgone 28

conclusion. 29
9. Connection between sexuality and spirituality had not been drawn attention to in the past. 30

This was helpful. 31
10. The usually quiet voices of the middle wants to be heard. 32
11. Fear of offending people. 33
12. It comes down to how do we interpret the Bible, but how are we going to do this with us 34

being all over the map?35
36
37

Rudy and Jack responded to what they had heard commenting that the issue of interpreting 38
scripture was addressed in the Paths and Ditches document. It is a good document worth looking 39
at on the question of how we do hermeneutics together as Anabaptist communities. The BFC 40
process is complex to write. The document is meant as an invitation to conversation and not so 41
much as a definitive end. Rudy noted that he hopes we will “stay with scripture in a lively way.” 42
Jack closed by leading the delegates in prayer.43

44
45

Listening Committee:46
Tim Wiebe Neufeld shared some of what the Listening Committee has heard so far. There is a 47

vibrancy and energy among us. Many are meeting friends, relatives and people we don't know. The 48
committee wondered how we are welcoming new comers. They also noticed the room does not reflect the 49
cultural mix of our member congregations. Our business session reflected a positive place in both our 50
finances and the work being done. Last night we were reminded not to focus on the waves but on Jesus 51
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and this morning we were encouraged to wade in. God is with his people not just now but it reaches back 1
in history.2

3
Announcements 4

5
--transition to seminars--                                                                                                                 adjourned at  2: 40 p m.6

7
8

Saturday July 5, 2014   9:30 a.m.9
10

11. Plenary 11
Betty Pries.  Peace be Still.12

--break--13
14

12. Being a Faithful Church15
Rudy Baergen and Willard Metzger began the session with a brief history of the BFC process. It 16

began in response to repeated calls at Assemblies to reassess the church position on same sex 17
relationships. They reviewed the previous topics explored by BFC papers and presented the proposed 18
questions for the next step. (Discernment Guide pg 5)19

20
Table groups were invited to reflect on the following questions: 21
Do you think your congregation can approve these next steps?22
What resources will your congregation need to pursue these questions?23

24
Discussion included the following comments: 25

1. This is a shift away from what was determined as the process. BFC5 asked congregations 26
to clarify the question for discernment regarding same sex relationships and provided 27
some examples of questions provided to date. However congregations processed the 28
sample questions and provided their feedback as discernment.  Given this significant 29
feedback and processing it is hard to form a question now. It is clear that congregations 30
are struggling.31

2. The first statement in not adequate in that unity needs to include the larger Anabaptist 32
family as well as our global partners.33

3. An LGBT self-identified person finds the word ‘compassion’ difficult. Not looking for 34
compassion, looking to be invited and included. Wants to be at home to serve and love 35
God.36

4. References to compassion are unclear. Also we are not “in unity” but “seeking unity.” Or 37
perhaps we need to define what unity we are seeking.38

5. Maybe the national church doesn't need a faith statement on this. Maybe it can be left at a39
congregational level. There are other parts of the Confession of Faith we do not all agree 40
on and we have not kicked each other out over them. We are not all in agreement over 41
pacifism for example. 42

6. The term “compassion” sounds patronizing. It divides people into “us” and “them”.43
Reply: A clarification on the wording—compassion and welcoming were words given 44

to us from the responses of congregations through this process as they gave us 45
suggestions for next questions.  46

7. We are concerned about how voices of LGBTQ persons can be heard when even in our 47
congregations they may not feel safe to be public.48

8. What does welcoming mean? Does it include welcoming the lifestyle? This needs 49
clarification. Some people do not accept the life-style at all and don't want to engage this 50
conversation.51
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9. We need to hear stories directly from LGBTQ voices and the other end of the spectrum as 1
well. They aren't feeling heard. Most of us just need to listen. 2

10. In discussions I've heard nothing about compassion for those who grew up in this church, 3
for whom this was never a question but a hard and fast truth. Now they are being told 4
they were wrong all their lives.5

11. This is one area of sin. If we are going to follow Christ, we should follow Christ. When I 6
read the scripture I see God loves all people everywhere and calls us to follow the 7
teachings of Jesus. This is a big issue in modern west but I don't see that it needs to be a 8
big question for the church.9

12. From a new-Canadian church: Our congregation feels out of touch. Faithful to whom?--10
Menno or Christ? Our church has decided that God loves sinners, but hates sin. He came 11
to save people from sin. 12

13. What does a “no” vote mean?13
Reply: We would go back to the drawing board. It would delay moving forward.14

14.  What does “moving forward” or “yes” mean?15
Reply: Moving forward as a Task Force. There was nothing said today that can't be 16

worked into these questions. We hope to have something for the congregations by early17
September and have feedback in by November. You are asked if you will approve these 18
questions in principle.19

20
Voting was done by ballot, count: 263 yes, 30 no.21

22
Announcements:23

24
--lunch--25

26
14. Resolutions and Nominations Slate Vote27

1. Resolution regarding Palestine: Whereas our Palestinian brothers and sisters have 28
repeatedly asked us to join the Boycott, Divestment and Sanction (BDS) movement 29
against the occupation of Palestine by Israel—specifically we have heard the cries of 30
Palestinian Christians through the Karios document that asks their fellow brothers and 31
sisters in Christ to support them in their work for peace, justice and reconciliation 32
through BDS. And whereas Israeli oppression of Palestinians and the denial of their 33
human rights seems to be escalating. Be it resolved that the MC Canada leadership in 34
consultation with Area Churches and our congregations seek to determine the best way 35
to respond to the invitation to join the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement and 36
bring the consequent appropriate recommendation to the 2016 Assembly. Moved by Ray 37
Friesen, seconded by Marilyn Zehr. Referred to the General Board by the Resolutions 38
Committee.39

2. Resolution Regarding the passing of Ron Sawatzky: We thank God for Ron Sawatzky 40
with respect and gratitude for his God-given gifts of wisdom, compassion and 41
leadership, especially as we received these in his role as the final moderator of the 42
Conference of Mennonites in Canada and the first moderator of Mennonite Church 43
Canada through the major restructuring of our denomination. We send our condolences 44
to his wife Sue and his family, also thanking them for sharing his time, talents and love45
so generously as he served our Church.  Moved by Resolutions Committee, seconded by 46
Andrew Reesor-McDowell. Passed.47

3. Resolution to appreciate staff and volunteers for this Assembly: Whereas we greatly 48
value the opportunity to gather as the body of Christ and to be side-by-side with our 49
sisters and brothers in Mennonite Church Canada and whereas we recognize that we 50
could not do this without the tireless commitment and tiring work of more people than 51
we could possibly list, be it resolved that as a delegate body, we express our deep 52

7. Motion: that the delegate body accepts the 
questions from BFC 5.1 in principle as the ones 
to address in the next steps of the process. 
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gratitude and appreciation to all volunteers and staff who have given of their time, 1
energy, talent and skill to make this Assembly happen, including all local volunteers and 2
churches, our gracious hosts at CMU and those tended to our facilities and our food, our 3
plenary speakers, workshop presenters, worship planners and leaders, those who gave 4
financial gifts to support the gathering and our board and staff of MC Canada, especially 5
those who have helped us with communications in various forms and Coreena von 6
Kampen, the Lead Assembly Planner, without whom none of us would know what to do. 7
Moved by Resolutions Committee, seconded by Aldred Neufeldt. Consensus by loud 8
applause. 9

4. Nomination Slate: Renata Klassen presented the slate as found in the Discernment 10
Guide. No additional nominations came forward. She also drew our attention to the 11
Nominating Committee appointments from the Area churches to be approved by 12
Assembly.  13

14
15
16

14.  Future Directions Task Force17
Aldred Neufedt, Chad Miller, and Rebecca Steiner introduced themselves as Task Force18

members.19
Earlier we were reminded that change is part or God's larger story. The ground has shifted. It is as 20
if God has said that what we have done is good but it is time to grow. 21

22
Table groups were invited to reflect on the following questions.23

What is your dream for your local congregation 20 years from now?24
What is your dream for your area/national church 20 years from now?25

26
Discussion included the following comments.27

1. We hope to be more ethnically diverse.28
2. We hope to be a hub of Anabaptist formation and healing.29
3. We hope for more collaborative spaces in and outside the church.30
4. We hope to form people with the ability to discern the powers of the age.31
5. We hope to dwell in the presence of God and for that presence to radiate out from us.32
6. We will have wisdom in talking to people not interested in conventional church.33
7. We hope to be worshiping in more places than traditional buildings.34
8. We will still need connections with the larger church. We value a conference type body.35
9. We hope for a bi-vocal congregation where different languages are spoken with the need 36

to translate everything.37
10. We see the church oriented to community. Families are engaged.38
11. We hope to see our satellite areas grow.39
12. We hope that we will have moved past the depressed assumption that we will have to 40

close and be reaching out to our community41
13. We will be coming together less as a social gathering and more for looking at potential 42

outreach.43
14. We see an open space in the community for discussion between church people and others 44

such that we blur the lines of community and church.45
15. We hope to be multicultural and multiracial.46
16. We see people being attracted by the way we do farewells. Not just our own funerals but 47

others.48
17. We hope to find ways to speak into pluralism.49
18. We hope to blur the line between denominations but still connecting with each other 50

across the nation.51
19. A church where all ages feel included.52

8. Motion: that the delegate body accepts the 
Nomination Slate as presented.

(Renata Klassen/Henry Kraus) Motion Carried
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20. Meeting in person will remain valuable even while technology gives us options.1
2

Tables were asked to consider a second question.3
What is it the larger church can best do to help you make your dream a reality?4

5
Discussion included the following comments:6

1. Continue Assemblies, the Resource Centre, helping us process the big issues, empower 7
congregations with differing viewpoints.8

2. Always put Christ's command to make fishers of people first.9
3. We need service and involvement opportunities for non-degree people—even for high 10

school graduates, trades persons, skilled labour to be involved around the world. 11
4. To be involved with the training and licensing of leadership.12
5. Knowing what congregations are involved in so they can share resources.13
6. The Resource Centre is great—can we find a way to add people resources?14
7. A place for research, writing and tracking trends. 15
8. Encourage us to fail boldly—to try. Permanence is not an index of success.16
9. Listen.17

18
19

Listening committee20
The Listening Committee heard the following:21

1. We learn from talking with each other. We value the round table times.22
2. We value powerful worship.23
3. We desire a focus on healthy sexuality that includes everyone. We have concerns that we 24

use the right words when expressing this “including”.25
4. We recognize that we are witnesses to the broader world.26
5. We value resources.27
6. We need translators for discussion times.28
7. The visuals around the room remind us that our discussions are real but at the same time 29

Jesus came into the boat, with a pillow, had a sleep and all turned out well.30
31

Announcements32
We are all officially invited to Assembly 2016 in Saskatoon33

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               adjournment  3:00 p m34
35

                                                                                                                                     .36
Sunday July 6, 201437
Safe Travels Home 38

39
Acronyms used in this document:40

41
AGM Annual General Meeting42
AMBS Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary43
BFC Being a Faithful Church44
CCAL Canadian Council of Anabaptist Leaders45
CEC Church Engagement Council46
CMU Canadian Mennonite University47
CPT Christian Peacemaker Teams48
CRA Canadian Revenue Agency49
ED Executive Director50
EHP Every Home Plan51
FD Future Directions 52
FLC Faith and Life Committee53
GB General Board54
JEC Joint Executive Committee55
LGBTQ Lesbian,Gay, Bi-sexual,Transgender,Queer56
MB Mennonite Brethren57
MC Mennonite Church58
MCEC Mennonite Church Eastern Canada59
MCC Mennonite Central Committee60
MCM Mennonite Church Manitoba61




