
 

 

 

Community-Developed 

 

Author: Chip Bender, Mark Diller-Harder    

Church: St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, ON 

Date: 2015 Maundy Thursday 
 

              
This resource is part of a larger Community Developed Resources collection available as an inspirational resource to teachers,  

ministers and others.  Posted by permission of the author.  Permission to reproduce and distribute is granted. 

      

Following Jesus to the Cross 
A Maundy Thursday Interactive Passion Play 

 

 

Concept:  

This is an active worship service where we walk from scene to scene, following Jesus and 

his disciples hours before the crucifixion. We begin at the last supper (and have a simple 

meal together) and end at the foot of the cross. We will move to 4 locations within the church 

building. At each location, various scenes will be portrayed by actors, often persons simply 

stepping out of the crowd to become their characters. All of us as crowd members become 

an active part of these scenes.  We will listen and speak and sing and walk this journey with 

Jesus. We will also literally carry the cross from scene to scene. One disciple, Andrew, will 

act as a guide and narrator – setting the scene, giving instructions, leading the singing and 

leading us from location to location.  

Costumes are simple.  The disciples and Jesus are asked to wear black shirts. The soldiers 

have a sword. Caiaphas and Pilate each have a robe.  

 

Characters:  

• Andrew – narrator and guide 

• Jesus 

• Judas 

• Peter 



 

 

 

• Additional Disciple – John  

• Caiaphas 

• Pilate 

• Two soldiers 

• Three bystanders (Peter Denial scene) 

• Simon of Cyrene (this character should not be assigned beforehand) 

 

 

Scene 1 – The Upper Room (Gathering Room) 

• The Congregation begins to gather in the upper room for 6:30. Some of the 

disciples can help guide people upstairs – inviting them to the Passover supper 

that has been prepared. They could share words such as: 

 

Disciples:  Welcome. Please come upstairs for the Passover meal. Our Teacher 

told us to make preparations with the owner of the house in the large 

upper room. 

• Upstairs there will be one rectangular table with a few chairs. This is the table for 

Jesus and a few disciples. There will also be a few (round) tables with food on it.  

• Once everyone has gathered, Andrew will welcome everyone to the evening and to 

this service: 

 

Andrew: Welcome to this evening and this worship service. My name is Andrew, 

one of Jesus’ disciples. Tonight we will join Jesus and his disciples as 

we take the journey of the cross. We begin here in the upper room, at 

the last supper. Our journey will take us to different locations portraying 

different scenes in our journey. I will lead you to each one. We will also 

carry the cross to the next scene, and each time I will invite 3 or 4 people 

to help carry it. As we begin, let us sing together STS #76 – Prepare a 

room for me (verses, 1, 3, 5 in unison) 

Jesus: Welcome to this Passover Meal. I have eagerly desired to eat this 

Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is 

fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 



 

 

 

Let us give thanks for this meal: (Start Lord’s Prayer) – Our Father, who 

art in heaven.... 

Andrew: Jesus has invited us to eat this Passover meal. Let us gather around the

  tables and share this meal together, joining in conversations with the

  people around us.  

• The gathered group spends 10-15 minutes standing and eating from the tables, 

taking the food in napkins. The food will include Pita, crackers, rice crackers, 

humus, cheese, grapes, olives, carrots, celery and small Dixie cups for water. 

Jesus and some disciples will wander through the group, interacting as they 

eat. They will informally and spontaneously reflect on stories and memories of 

their three years with Jesus. As the meal ends, the disciples remove the food 

trays from the tables and move behind their rectangular table. After the meal, 

Jesus begins the scene again: 

 

 Andrew: As we finish this meal together, let us turn our attention again to Jesus. 

 Jesus: (standing up, with pita in hand, breaking it in two) Take, eat, this is my

   body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

   (lifting up cup) This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in

   my blood. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until

   that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom. (pause,

   sits back down) 

 Jesus: Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me. 

 Disciples: Surely not I, Lord... It can’t be me.... not me either.  

 Jesus: It is one of the twelve who is dipping bread into the bowl with me who will

   betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that

   one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for

   that one not to have been born.  

 Judas: (who has dipped his bread in the bowl) Surely not I, Rabbi?  

 Jesus: You have said so.  (Judas gets up and leaves the room)  

 Jesus: You will all become deserters because of me this night. But after I am

  raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.  



 

 

 

 Peter:  Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you. 

 Jesus: Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me

   three times.  

 Peter:  Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you. 

 Disciples: Neither will I ... nor I ... 

Andrew: As we prepare to follow Jesus on this journey to the cross, let us 

remember this sacred time at the table of Jesus, by singing HWB #471 – 

Eat this bread, drink this cup 

• Jesus and disciples get up and head to side exit to go downstairs.  

 

Andrew: Let us follow Jesus and his disciples. 4 of you need to pick up the cross 

and carry it with us on this journey. (We all head to side exit and go 

downstairs.) 

 

Scene 2 – Gethsemane (Basement) 

• We gather in the middle of the basement. Jesus goes to the far section by 

himself. There is ‘greenery’ set up, to represent the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

Andrew: We have entered the Garden of Gethsemane. Let us sing HWB#240 – 

Go to dark Gethsemane (verse 1 only) 

Andrew: We are here with Jesus in the Garden. It is late. We are tired. Our eyes 

are heavy. And so we lay down on the floor. 

• Jesus comes and interacts with the disciples, who remain standing.  

 

Jesus: Sit here while I pray. I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 

and keep awake. (Jesus goes off by himself to pray. Disciples lie down) 

Jesus: Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; 

yet, not what I want, but what you want. 

Jesus: (back to disciples) Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake 

one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of 



 

 

 

trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. (Jesus goes off 

again to pray – this time silently or with words about how difficult this is) 

Jesus: Can you still not keep awake? (Jesus goes off again to pray)  

Andrew: As we wait and sleep, let us sing HWB #242 – Stay with me 

Jesus: Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; 

the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. (Judas comes out 

of kitchen with 2 soldiers) Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 

hand. 

 

Judas: The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.... Greetings Rabbi (Judas 

gives Jesus a kiss on cheek) 

Jesus: Friend, do what you are here to do. (Soldiers grab Jesus. Peter mimes 

cutting soldier’s ear off. Jesus puts hand to ear to heal) 

Jesus: Put your sword back. Those who take the sword will die by the sword. 

Have you come to arrest me as though I were a common bandit? Day 

after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 

(Soldiers take Jesus away through far doors up sanctuary) 

Andrew: Let us sing verse 2 of HWB #240- Go to dark Gethsemane (verse 2 only) 

Andrew: Let us see where they have taken Jesus and see if we can find him. Let 

us carry the cross with us. (Take regular stairs to lower foyer) 

 

Scene 3 – The Trial (Lower Foyer and Stairs) and Peter’s Denial (parking lot) 

Andrew: We are here at the place of the trial. We are the crowd. We will be the 

ones who respond to Pilate and shout out our responses. But let us first 

sing STS #80 - Jesus walked this lonesome valley (v.1, 3) 

• This scene takes place on either side of the upper stairway. Caiaphas, the High 

Priest is on one side, Pilate on the other. Jesus starts with Caiaphas. The 

soldiers stand between.  

 

Caiaphas: As the High Priest, I bring the charges against you, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Some have given testimony that you said you will destroy this temple 



 

 

 

that is made with hands, and in three days build another, not made with 

hands. Have you an answer to this charge? (Jesus remains silent) 

Caiaphas: What is it that they testify against you? (Jesus remains silent) 

Caiaphas: I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God?  

Jesus: You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 

heaven.  

Caiaphas: He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard 

his blasphemy. What is your verdict? He deserves death! Bring him to 

Pilate. (Soldiers bring Jesus over to Pilate – Caiaphas follows)  

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews?  

Jesus: You say so. 

Pilate: There are many accusations against you. You pervert the nation. You 

forbid the paying of taxes to the emperor, you say that you are the 

Messiah, a king. Do you not give an answer? (Jesus remains silent) 

Pilate: I find no basis for an accusation against this man. 

Caiaphas: He stirs up the people by his teaching! 

Pilate: I have examined this man in your presence and have not found him 

guilty of any of the charges. There is the tradition to release a prisoner. 

Whom do you want me to release for you – Barabbas or Jesus, who is 

called the Messiah?  

Crowd: Barabbas, Barabbas, Barabbas! 

Pilate: Silence! Then what shall I do with Jesus? 

Crowd: Crucify him! Crucify him! 

Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? 

Crowd: Crucify him! Crucify him! 



 

 

 

Pilate: (washing hands motion) I am innocent of this man’s blood. See to it 

yourselves. (Soldiers bring Jesus away)  

Andrew: Let us sing together HWB #254 - Ah, Holy Jesus 

• Peter opens doors to outside parking lot. A fire is burning in a portable fire pit. 

Peter warms himself around the fire. One by one, three women come and 

interact with Peter. 

 

Woman #1 You were with Jesus the Galilean, weren’t you? 

Peter:  I do not know what you are talking about! 

Woman #2 (looking at crowd) This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.  

Peter:  I do not know the man! 

Woman #3 Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you. 

Peter:  I DO NOT KNOW THE MAN! 

  (Play a recording of the cock crowing (on cell phone?). Peter sulks away, 

  weeping bitterly.)  

Andrew: Let us sing HWB #439 – I want Jesus to walk with me (As we sing, 

slowly move to upper foyer. 4 people again carry the cross) 

 

Scene 4 – Crucifixion (Sanctuary) 

• Soldiers bring Jesus down from the stairway. Put on Jesus a purple robe and a 

crown of thorns. 

 

Soldiers: Hail, King of the Jews! Hail, King of the Jews! 

• Jesus now takes the cross and begins to carry it into the sanctuary, slowly 

walking up the centre aisle. The two soldiers are behind him, the crowd 

following. 

  

Andrew: Simply starts singing – HWB #257 – Were you there when they crucified 

my Lord (verse 1 and 2 only, by memory)  



 

 

 

• Half way down the aisle, the soldiers grab a person in the crowd – Simon of 

Cyrene. Simon carries it the rest of the way and places it on the front stage. 

Jesus approaches the cross, spreads his arms. Is silent, and then exits front 

doors.  

• We gather and sit in the pews and watch a 5 minute slide show of the 

crucifixion in Art History, with background music from hymn – ‘What wondrous 

love is this’ (Tom Harder on guitar from Hymnal Masterworks series) 

 

Andrew: We end our journey at the foot of the cross, on the eve of Good Friday. 

Let us depart in silence, and return tomorrow to this cross.  

 

  



 

 

 

 


