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Worship  resources

Theme: It is to such as these

Introduction
Even though the communion table is the one table to which 
all Christians are called, our understandings and practice 
at the table often serve to divide us. On this day, World 
Communion Sunday, we seek to overcome these barriers 
and commune with each other across them. As we eat of one 
consecrated loaf, we signal our unity with Christ and his 
broken body, the church, even as we celebrate and seek the 
oneness of the whole communion of saints on earth and in 
heaven. It is indeed, for such as these; broken, opinionated, 
sinful, but forgiven people, that Jesus prays for unity “that 
they may be completely one, so that the world may know 
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me”(John 17: 23b). It is to this unity that we give 
witness on World Communion Sunday.

This year’s texts remind us of our common ancestors in 
faith who were created in the image of God (Genesis 2), 
crowned with honour and glory (Psalm 8:5), called as 
brothers and sisters by Jesus (Hebrews 2:11), and exhorted 
to receive the kingdom of God as little children (Mark 
10:15). These are strong texts for helping us overcome 
barriers and to recognize the unity with which the Holy 
Spirit has gifted us.

As you plan this service, consider inviting a neighbouring 
congregation, preferably from another denomination, to 
join you in planning and celebrating it. If doctrinal matters 
make this challenging, then celebrate separate communion 
liturgies but follow with a shared Love Feast, or a Potluck 
that acknowledges Jesus as the table host and your unity 
as different subsets of God’s family. For a love feast litany 
that Mennonites and Catholics celebrate annually, and in 
which they share Jesus’ table hospitality within existing 
restrictions, see www.commonword.ca/go/4. 

Lectionary Readings
Genesis 2:18-24, Psalm 8, Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12,  
Mark 10:2-16.

Recommended Songs: 
Praise

•	 HWB 166 - I’ll praise my Maker

•	 HWB 112 - O Lord, our Lord, how majestic

•	 HWB 117 - Fairest Lord Jesus

•	 STJ 17 - Halle, halle, hallelujah!

•	 STJ 12 - Cantai ao Senhor (O sing to the Lord)

Affirming Faith:

•	 HWB 54 - Jesus loves me

•	 HWB 342 - At the name of Jesus

•	 STJ 86 - Taste and See

•	 STJ 39 - Ubi Caritas(Where true love)

Responding to God’s Word:

•	 HWB 356 - Breathe on me breath of God

•	 HWB 414 - God, who stretched

•	 STS 47 - Let the children come to me

•	 HWB 594 - Lord, you sometimes speak

•	 STJ 60 - Lord of all good

•	 STJ 62 - Christ’s is the world

•	 STS 57 - Go, my friends, in grace

We Gather and Praise
Invocation
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name  
in all the earth! 
 When we look at the work of your cosmic fingers,  
  we wonder that you are mindful of us;  
   that you care for us, such as we are.

We are filled with grateful awe  
 that you long to commune with us, your children. 

May this hour of worship be  
 a time of sweet communion with you,  
  our Lord and gracious table Host. Amen.

World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2015
HWB - Hymnal Worship Book, SJ - Sing the Journey, SS - Sing the Story*
* Song book abbreviations match those used for corresponding worship resources in Leader Magazine
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Confession and Assurance:
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, too often, we have failed to see 
 ourselves as your beloved children.

Left: Too often, we have rejected those whom you 
 embraced and blessed, in whom you saw signs  
 of your kingdom.

Right: Too often, we have failed to follow the way to  
 your reign on earth as it is in heaven.

All: Gracious, table serving, unifying Lord,  
 forgive us. Forgive us and help us worship and  
 feast with contrite spirits.

Leader: We have this assurance: God, who has crowned  
 us with glory and honour,  
 who has spoken to us by a son,  
 welcomes us and offers us grace.  
 This son, Jesus Christ, offers us  
 the gift of his peace. 
 Embrace and share this peace,  
 Trust that the reconciling peace of Christ 
 is at work in and among us. Amen. 

(Share signs of the peace of Christ with each other)

We Proclaim
Confessing our Faith
Since this Sunday witnesses to common ground among 
Christians, and since the Hebrews text has great affinity 
to the Nicene Creed, this would be a great Sunday to recite 
that creed together anglicansonline.org/basics/nicene.html.  
You may want to pause between, “and was made man” and 
“For our sake he was crucified...” to reflect silently on the 
teaching and healing ministry of Jesus.

Children’s Time
Find a fine retelling of the Gospel story, called The God 
Hug, at www.commonword.ca/go/118, and adapt it to the 
wider context of God’s world-wide family of believers.

Sermon Prompts
•	 Genesis 2: 18-24: Created in the image of God. 

A peace evangelist once invited conference participants 
to imagine themselves into the great big, loving, heart 
of God. We belong there, she said, because we are 
made in God’s image. After we basked in that love for 
a bit she encouraged us to look around in that heart of 
God to see who else had space there. She guided our 

imaginations to see our families, the other people who 
were in church with us, but also those who were not 
there, and even those whom we considered enemies.  
All these were also created in God’s image. That 
experience has stayed with me. What happens to your 
ideas about the stranger and enemy when you think of 
them as created in the image of God? What happens 
when you think of all the subsets of God’s church 
reflecting God’s image through their worship and 
service? How does that image promote the growth of 
unity among us, God’s divided children?

•	 Psalm 8: Crowned with honour and glory (v.5).  
This Psalm reflects on the dignity of humanity and 
rises to a pivotal point in verse 5. From here on, we 
read of the responsibility God has delegated to us, a 
responsibility that makes the psalmist break out in 
praise of God’s majesty again.  Contrasted with God’s 
majesty we can feel small, incomplete, vulnerable, and 
limited. Even so, God remembers human beings and 
cares for them, honouring them as co-regents.

While this psalm uses royal language for humans,  
the focus remains on God, who delegates authority 
onto humans. How do we honour each other across  
our denominational barriers?  And how do we trust 
each other ecumenically to care for God’s people and 
God’s creation? 

•	 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12: Called as brothers and 
sisters by Jesus (2:11-12). Jesus, the new Adam, opens 
the way for a new humanity.  Because we have the same 
father as Jesus, and because Jesus acts in solidarity 
with all humanity, Jesus calls us brothers and sisters. 
As his followers, we can do no less than recognize our 
kinship with each other. Hebrews reveals a passionate 
Jesus who is made perfect through the sufferings of 
our human experience and is now crowned with glory. 
“Jesus is the real thing—the authentic pioneer of God-
drenched living, reflecting the glory of God in the 
flesh-and-blood experiences of earthly life.” [Feasting 
on the Word, year B, vol. 4 (Westminster, John Knox 
press, 2009), 134]. If this Jesus is our brother and Lord, 
we need to follow by reflecting the solidarity of Jesus 
with humanity, and thereby reflect God’s glory. 

•	 Mark 10:2-16: Receive the kingdom of God as little 
children (13-16). People have imagined receiving 
the kingdom as little children in all kinds of ways. 
The answers are as varied as children and their varied 
behaviours and moods.  However, in the society Jesus 
originally engaged, children were accorded minor 
value and had no power or influence. Yet Jesus takes 
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them into his embrace to symbolize true greatness - the 
willingness to be vulnerable and powerless. Children 
are neither innocent nor sinless, but have much to teach 
us from their historic places on the margins of power. 

We Respond
Offering Prayer
Creating and generous God, you gave us life and crowned 
us with glory and honour. Now we glorify and honour you 
by giving ourselves back to you; trusting that all we are and 
have will be used and transformed by you for the sake of all 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Communion
Dedication of Gifts
God of all creation, all that you have made is good, and your 
love endures forever. Your son, Jesus, lived, died, and was 
raised that we might become one. You bring forth bread 
from the earth and fruit from the vine to feed your people. 
You are willing to have us feed on your very self. Nourish 
us with these gifts that our lives might point toward your 
loving unity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen

Call to the Table (to be spoken after the 
words of institution)

Dear children of God, our dance with God begins  
in the mists of time.  
God loves us and has a place for us, wherever we are 
on the journey of faith.  
Jesus still welcomes and blesses children.  
Jesus still welcomes and engages those with  
honest questions.  
Jesus still challenges and equips us to take up our 
crosses and follow him with joy. 

So come to the table that has been prepared.  
Come with your love, questions, and commitment.  
All who are on the journey of faith,  
who look forward to the time when they will be  
ready for baptism,  
come and receive the blessings of our Lord’s table. 
Know God loves you, welcomes your love, and is  
with you  
as you eat the pretzel and savour the grape.  
Know that this church, a part of the body of Christ, 
welcomes you, loves you, and needs you. 

All who have entered the covenant of baptism,  
who have freely chosen Jesus and his church as the 
centre of their lives,  
come, remember, and renew that covenant.  
Eat the bread and drink the wine of the new covenant,  
Allow the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the many signs 
of the kingdom of God among us,  
and to lead you into ever greater participation in  
that kingdom.  
Remember, renew, and be renewed.  
Let us all partake in this feast with thankful hearts.1  

Prayer of Thanksgiving
For this prayer, include a praise Psalm (eg. Psalm 103). 
Include opportunities to thank God for signs of God’s 
activity that you sense in your neighbourhood and in  
each other’s congregations/denominations. (Depending 
on the level of formality with which you are used to 
worshiping, prepare these statements in advance, or let  
them arise spontaneously)

Benediction
Knowing Jesus blessed even powerless, trusting, and 
expectant children, we now extend that blessing in God’s 
name. Accept God’s blessed embrace, receive Jesus’ hands 
upon your head, take your place at the welcoming table 
of God, and in childlike faith, grow into God’s kingdom. 
Amen.

Written by Elsie H. R. Rempel for Mennonite Church 
Canada, which engages the world with the reconciling gospel 
of Jesus Christ by forming a people of God, becoming a global 
church, and growing leaders for the church. 

For a related resource, see Come Lord Jesus, be out Host,  
by Elsie H. R. Rempel, ill. : Joanna J. Pinkerton,  
(2015, Mennonite Church Canada, Winnipeg, MB), 
www.commonword.ca/go/84.

1 Elsie Rempel, “Inclusive Invitation to the Communion Table” (Winnipeg,  
   Man.: Mennonite Church Canada). www.commonword.ca/go/31
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