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WORSHIP RESOURCES 
FEB 10 – ASH WEDNESDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/68

MARCH 20 – PALM SUNDAY  
www.commonword.ca/go/69

MARCH 24 – MAUNDY THURSDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/70

MARCH 25 – GOOD FRIDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/71

MARCH 27 – EASTER 
www.commonword.ca/go/72

MAY 1 – MANY PEOPLES SUNDAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/73

MAY 8 – MOTHER’S DAY 
www.commonword.ca/go/74

48-Hour Contest!
What’s on your Lenten reading list?

February Prize: 
Camino Raspberry Dark Chocolate Bar 
(Fair Trade)

Email Responses to info@commonword.ca

Congratulations to last month’s winner  
Harold Macy from BC who won a package of 
Level Ground dried fruit.

Lenten worship resources 
www.commonword.ca/go/486

Lenten Prayer Guide 
www.commonword.ca/go/62

At-Home devotionals 
www.commonword.ca/go/482

Check out the Full Lenten library  
(new studies, devotionals and worship items)

www.commonword.ca/go/77

Check out other children’s materials and in-store items on page 5!

#571
UNIQUE BORROWERS IN 2015

Up 14% from 2014
Were you among them?

BY THE NUMBERS

Circulate widely!

Submit your own resources to be 
listed by CW.

Subscribe to receive the Curator 
regularly.

!

MAKE THE MOST OF THE CURATOR:

CommonWord

CHILDREN’S CORNER For libraries, homes, or Sunday morning storytellers

The Stork and the Sparrow 
by Aften LaRae Thiessen, First Choice books, 2015. 

Having been raised among the storks in Africa, Rosy, a cinnamon sparrow, 
leaves in search of her “real” family only to discover that what makes a real family 
is the love you show for each other.  A story of adoption and familial love.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18199

http://www.commonword.ca/go/68
http://www.commonword.ca/go/486
http://www.commonword.ca/go/62
http://www.commonword.ca/go/482
https://www.facebook.com/commonwordbookstoreandrc/?fref=ts
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View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/479 or click an item’s link.

Free shipping for loan books; free return shipping for loan DVDs.  
Most featured loan titles can also be purchased by special order.

BUY BORROW
Competitive sale prices. Special orders accepted. 

See pp. 5-6 for more retail items

To and From Nowhere: A Biographical Novel
by Hedy Leonora Martens, CMU Press, 2015.

Tells a harrowing and beautiful tale by combining 
narrative, biography, poetry, history, and personal 
reflection.  A sequel to Favoured Among Women. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18201

$27.00, paperback, 503 pp.(or borrow)

God of the Tipping Point: A Service of Sorrowing, 
Defiance and Commitment 
by Alison Swinfen, Wild Goose Publications, 2015. 

A worship service of commitment focusing on the 
worldwide struggle for justice, of ‘defiant grief’, in the 
hope of one day reaching a tipping point in favour of 
the poor and oppressed of the world.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18103

A Vast Minority: Church and Mission in a Plural 
Culture
by Stuart Murray, Paternoster, 2015.

Christians are now members of a minority religious 
community in a plural society. How is this diminished 
status to be understood? What institutional changes 
are required?  A Vast Minority explores the challenges 
and opportunities we face.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18155

From Adequate Biblical Interpretation to 
Transformative Intercultural Hermeneutics: 
Chronicling a Personal Journey
by Louis C. Jonker, Institute of Mennonite Studies, 2015. 

The author’s own journey toward an intercultural 
hermeneutic.  

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18167

Grounded: Finding God in the World 
by Diana Butler Bass, HarperCollins, 2015.

Argues that what appears to be a religious decline in 
North America actually signals a major transformation 
in how people understand and experience God. The 
distant God of conventional religion has given way to 
a more intimate sense of the sacred that is with us in 
the world. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18224

Right Click: Parenting Your Teenager in a Digital 
Media World
by Kara Powell; Art Bamford; Brad M. Griffin, Fuller Youth 
Institute, 2015. 

Feel like your kids are drowning in a sea of new 
questions, apps, and devices?  Right Click helps you 
think and talk differently about digital media, as you 
learn from other inspiring and creative parents who 
also are navigating these ever-changing waters day 
after day.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18230

Mennonite Girls Can Cook Celebrations: Birth, 
Childhood, Marriage, Family, Outdoors, Community, 
Hospitality, Milestones, Holidays, Life, 
Herald Press, 2013. 

Devotional reflections, personal stories, and beautiful 
photos, this book contains much more than recipes - it 
will soon become your kitchen companion for life’s 
celebrations!

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/15896

$18.75, hard cover, 280 pp. (or borrow)

Mennonite Men Can Cook, Too: Celebrating 
Hospitality with 170 Delicious Recipes 
by Willard Roth, Good Books, 2015. 

As a Mennonite church leader, global traveler and 
journalist, Roth is as well-known for the variety of 
dinners he prepares as he is for his sermons and 
editorials.  Roth breathes hospitality and gives us the 
tools to practice it ourselves, along with unforgettable, 
easy-to-prepare recipes. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18241

$20.99, hard cover, 316 pp.

Gather Around the Amish Table: Treasured Recipes 
and Stories from Plain Communities
by Lucy Leid, Herald Press, 2015. 

These cherished recipes speak of comforting 
traditions, lively communities, and strong Christian 
faith. In the words of one cookbook contributor: “Bake 
someone happy.” 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18059

$22.99, paperback, 270 pp. (or borrow)

Reimer Legacy: A Compilation of Historical Voices
ed. Katherine Martens; Edgar G. Reimer, 2015. 

Martens long recognized the richness and poignancy 
of the ancestral stories in her husband, Edgar Reimer’s 
family.  This compilation traces up to five generations 
of descendants of Wilhelmine (Strauss) and Jakob D. 
Reimer.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18238

$20.00, paperback, 142 pp.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18201
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18103
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18155
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18167
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18224
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18230
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/15896
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18241
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18059
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18238


View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/479 or click an item’s link.

We provide hundreds of links to videos and websites.

LINK

Writings on Christian Nonresistance and Pacifism from Anabaptist-
Mennonite Sources
ed. Gerald J. Biesecker-Mast, Bluffton University. WEBSITE

Nonresistance is a central practice for the Anabaptist heritage of Christian 
witness and discipleship.  This site offers many links to writings by 
Anabaptist-Mennonite writers on the subject of nonresistance.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18135

Renewing Treaty Relationship 
featuring Derek Nepinak, Mennonite Church Canada and Canadian Mennonite 
University, 2015.  ONLINE VIDEO

Grand Chief Derek Nepinak’s presentation during a recent CMU/
Mennonite Church Canada gathering.  

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18171

Sex with a Pastor is Never an Affair 
by Cameron Altaras, SNAP, 2015. ONLINE VIDEO

A speech delivered at the SNAP (Survivors Network of those Abused by 
Priests) conference.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18218

2015 J.J. Thiessen Lectures Series: Crude Awakenings: The Faith, Politics, 
and Crises of Oil in America’s Century 
featuring Darren Dochuk, CMU, 2015. ONLINE VIDEO SERIES  

Each of the three lectures focuses on a particular flashpoint in the life of 
North American oil and evangelicalism and what this moment meant 
long-term for matters of faith and society in the twentieth century. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/54/18142

Mennonite Schtuff 
by Katie Steckly, WEBPAGE WITH ONLINE VIDEOS.

A series of Mennonite-related video blogs, ranging in topic from “Being 
Mennonite 101” to “Ask a Mennonite.”  Delivered with a heavy dose of 
humour, the videos explore not only the Swiss- and Russian-Mennonite 
culture familiar to many Canadian Mennonites, but also delve into 
Mennonite history and beliefs. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18170

The Art and Soul of Compassion
by John Paul Lederach; Scott Appleby, WEBSITE

The authors invite you to share in an emergent conversation about 
healing and reconciliation that embraces the different disciplines of art, 
contemplative practice, peacebuilding, social and neurosciences. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18197

Big Picture Resources from Mennonite Church Canada

2015 Mennonite Church 
Canada Annual Report 

http://www.commonword.ca/
ResourceView/66/18228

Future Directions Task Force 
Summary Report

http://www.commonword.ca/
ResourceView/43/18226 

Being a Faithful Church 
Bundle (including 
Summary and 
Recommendation)

http://www.commonword.ca/
ResourceView/43/13465 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18135
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18171
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/48/18218
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/54/18142
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18170
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/6/18197
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/66/18228
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/66/18228
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18226
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18226
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/13465
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/13465


View these resources online at www.commonword.ca/go/479 or click an item’s link.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY TITLES
All of our electronic resources are free to download. 

These originate from our denominational offices and contacts, 
congregations, partners, and commissioned writers.

DOWNLOAD

Exploring the Archives of the Heart: Presentation at 
the Concordia Hospital Spiritual Care Conference
by John H. Neufeld, 2015.  

Two questions my grandchildren ask me - “Opa, 
what’s going on” and “What’s it really like to be old?” 
can provide an important framework for all seniors to 
reflect on our lives.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18150

Journaling as a Spiritual Practice: Encountering God 
Through Attentive Writing
by Helen Cepero, InterVarsity Press, 2008. 

Combines descriptive text, illustrations from journals 
and the author’s own experience with journaling 
practices to help you bring your own life and world 
into sharper focus. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18220

Rainbow of Mysteries: Meeting the Sacred in Nature
by Norman C. Habel, Woodlake Publishing, 2012.

Explores biblical texts that praise or suppress creation 
and examines each mystery through the lens of 
ecology and his own experiences.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18221

Writing Tides: Finding Grace and Growth Through 
Writing 
by Kent Ira Groff, Abingdon Press, 2007. 

Guides readers to discover writing practices that aid 
meditation, prayer, and spiritual growth.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18222

Five Books Of Miriam: A Woman’s Commentary on 
the Torah 
by Ellen Frankel, Harper Collins, 1997

Here are many women of the Torah in dialogue with 
Jewish daughters, mothers and grandmothers, past 
and present. Together these voices examine and 
debate every aspect of a Jewish woman’s life.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18229

Dancing on Live Embers: Challenging Racism in 
Organizations 
by Tina Lopes; Barb Thomas, Between the Lines, 2006. 

Investigates how racism, White power, and privilege 
operate in the ordinary moments of organizational life. 
It holds up familiar workplace interactions for scrutiny, 
and looks for openings to advance racial equity and 
justice. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18231

Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons 
by Jan Richardson, Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015. 

Beginning in Advent and moving through the sacred 
seasons of the Christian year, Circle of Grace offers 
Jan’s distinctive and poetic blessings that illuminate 
the treasures each season offers to us 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18233

Gifts and Interests Survey: One Congregation’s 
Volunteer List
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, 2014.

A list of one congregation’s volunteer opportunities 
- in the form of a gift discernment survey. Though 
specific to this congregation, this format can be 
adapted to your own context and church structure.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18161

40Acts: Do Lent Generously: Jesus at Our Table
Stewardship, 2015. 

Participants are invited to take part in 40 simple acts 
of generosity which will challenge them to ‘do Lent 
generously’ in 2016.  Includes 7 sermon outlines on 
generosity for the Lenten season.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18178

MCEC Junior Youth Make a Difference Day: Bible 
Studies and Activities 
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada, 2015. 

Bible studies and activities to help junior youth further 
explore their gifts and the Bible stories they were 
introduced to at the MCEC Make a Difference Day. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18189

Assessing our Engagement Level with Indigenous 
Relations: A Congregational Tool 
by Brander McDonald, Mennonite Church BC, 2015.  

A questionnaire to help locate your congregation 
regarding its relationship with local First Nations 
peoples.

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18217

Iglesias en los márgenes: La poligénesis anabautista 
en Chile 
by Titus Guenther and Karen Loewen Guenther, Mennonite 
Church Canada, 2015. 

Introduces readers to the various Mennonite church 
groups that have emerged at different places in Chile 
over the last couple of decades.  Also available in 
English. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18216 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18150
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18220
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18221
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18222
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18229
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18231
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18161
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/2/18178
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18189
http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/43/18216
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See CommonWord for yourself! To view an interactive panorama of the store, visit www.commonword.ca (and scroll down)

new
books
+music

IN-STORE

books
for
kids

Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water
Amanda Hudson

Discover one young woman’s jouney to discover a 
unique spiritual metaphor. Like coffee, the body of 
believers around the world offers different blends 
and flavours, yet there is still just one God who 
unites us all.

My Year of Buying Nothing
Lee Simpson

Simpson invites readers into her world to witness 
first hand the struggles she faced, the decisions and 
compromises she had to make, and the epiphanies 
and wisdom she won during her year-long attempt 
to shed her “consumer” skin and live a more 
sustainable, more authentic, more earth-friendly life.

Breaking Bread Together
Elaine Sommers Rich, ed.

Twelve busy moms share daily meditations. They 
deeply feel the need for fellowship with one another 
in the Lord and wish to break the bread of life with 
you in these pages, and pray that the Lord Himself 
may use their words to His glory.

Living the Anabaptist Story: A Guide to Early Beginnings with 
Questions for Today
by Lisa and Denny Weaver

A new release for Christian education and congregational study 
groups interested in particularly accessible overview of Anabaptist-
Mennonite history. A valuable resource for membership classes 
or new Mennonites wanting an overview of their denomination’s 
history and core values.  

Win or Lose, I Love You!
Lysa Terkeurst 

Every child experiences the highs of winning and 
the lows of losing, and both scenarios can be tricky 
for parents and children to navigate. No matter 
what, their value is tied to who they are, not how 
they play.

$17.99

Sidney & Norman: A Tale of Two Pigs
Phil Vischer

Two very different pigs living next door to 
each other learn an important lesson about 
God’s perfect love. The story communicates a 
profound truth about how we judge each other 
and often judge ourselves.

$8.99

Beatrice’s Goat
Page McBrier, Illustrater Lori Lohstoeter  

Beatrice, a girl who lives in a small African 
village, dreams of going to school, but her 
family is too poor.  Then her family receives a 
wonderful gift that makes it possible for her to 
attend school. A beautiful true story about how 
one child, given the right tools, is able to lift her 
family out of poverty.

$8.75

School Like Mine
Unicef  

A journey to classrooms around the world, this 
unique celebration of the commonalities and 
differences between school days in different 
countries will enrich knowledge and delight 
imagination as kids share in the experiences of 
their peers around the world.

$18.99

CommonWord Curator highlights Anabaptist and related resources for the 
home and congregation that CommonWord Bookstore and Resource Centre 
makes available for sale, loan, or electronic download. This newsletter 
is distributed free to our subscribers and to Mennonite Church Canada 
congregations 10 times a year. 

Subscribe at: www.commonword.ca/go/81

CommonWord is a collaboration of Mennonite Church Canada and Canadian 
Mennonite University. The Curator succeeds the Mennonite Church Canada 
Resource Update, published from 1997-2014.

Editors: Arlyn Friesen Epp, Anita Neufeld 
Designer: Matt Veith
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See CommonWord for yourself! To view an interactive panorama of the store, visit www.commonword.ca (and scroll down)

IN-STORE

Come in and see all we have to offer from Ten Thousand Villages! 

For Pricing and further product information, contact our friendly staff at 1-877-846-1593 or by emailing info@commonword.ca

Crisil Srl. is a family-owned business based in 
Cochabamba. The business uses recycled glass 
collected from local garbage dumps by small 
businesses that collect and sort the bottles, 
providing work for many of the poorest people 
in the region. Crisil Srl. proudly produces a wide 
range of glass product including cups, jugs and 
vases.

Learn more:  http://www.commonword.ca/go/423

Perogies / Farmer Sausage / Pizza
Dried Fruit / Snacks / 
Gifts / Fair Trade Coffee 

in
store
spotlight

Highlands Glassware

Lenten Resources

Prepare your heart and mind for the Easter Season! Check out our selection of Lent resources.

foods+

Hedy Leonora Martens 
Over 30 years ago, Hedy and her husband 
John met members of his family left 
behind the Iron Curtain in the Stalin years. 
Following painstaking historical research 
and family interviews, she crafted two 
volumes telling a harrowing and beautiful 
story of Greta and her family during the 
harsh years of Soviet Russia.

author
of the
month

FEATURE

CommonWord 

2299 Grant Ave., Winnipeg
Mail: 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB  R3P 0M4
TF: 1-877-846-1593  T: 204-594-0527   
E: info@commonword.ca      commonword.ca

also in  
Marpeck 
Commons - free accessible parking

free parking available

Favoured Among Women 
and  
To and From Nowhere 
are available in-store at 
CommonWord.

CommonWord


