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The Blanket Exercise 

Additional “Mennonite” Content 

 

Note:  This information is gathered from Mennonite Central Committee and Mennonite 

Church Canada sources.  Each “Mennonite scroll" corresponds to a scroll in The Blanket 

Exercise.  It’s helpful to put an asterisk beside the scrolls in the script, so that the narrator 

knows to ask a person to read this “Mennonite Content.”   

 

Scroll 1:  Terra Nullius 

There is a joke told by Mennonites about how Canada got its name:  

With hand on his brow to shield his eyes from the sun, Columbus scanned the shoreline, 

looked to left and right, and announced, "Keina da!" German for: “Nobody there.”1 

 

Scroll 13: Residential Schools2 

Mennonites were latecomers, but we too were a part of the “Indian School system”  

  

                                                           
1
 History of Aboriginal-Mennonite Relations, Thursday, October 12 – Saturday, October 14, 2000.  

http://mennonitestudies.uwinnipeg.ca/events/aboriginal.php  
2
 CommonWord, www.commonword.ca/go/181.  



 

 

 

1939-1945:  
 
During World War II, Mennonite Conscientious Objectors were placed as teachers in 
Manitoba Day and Residential Schools. 
 
1950s and 60s: 
 
Mennonites were running ‘Indian’ schools and homes in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba 
and Ontario.  
 
1948 – 1968: 
 
Mennonites operate Day Schools on the Sunchild Cree Reserve and at Fort Vermillion in 
Alberta, and in Pauingassi and Bloodvein in Manitoba  
 
1955:  
 
The Department of Indian Affairs estimates that between 1/3 and ½ of all teachers in the 
‘unorganized territories’3 are Mennonites. 
 
1962 – 1989: 
 
In Northwestern Ontario three Residential Schools are operated by Mennonites: Poplar Hill, 
Wahbon Bay Academy/Stirland Lake and Cristal Lake. During this time, the lives of more 
than 600 children in 18 First Nation communities living in the far north were affected. These 
schools are now part of the Indian Residential School Settlement Agreement. 
 
1973 – 1990: 
 
Mennonite volunteers serve at the Montreal Lake/Timber Bay Children’s Home in 
Saskatchewan. The home was for indigenous children whose parents were away on the trap 
lines; children were legally bound to attend school by the Canadian government.  
 
 

Scroll 16: Women  

In March 27, 2009, Mennonite Central Committee Canada stood with the United Nations 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women asking the Federal 

Government: 

• to examine the reasons for the failure to investigate the cases of missing or murdered 

aboriginal women 

                                                           
3
 “Unorganized territories” refer to land within the Province that was/is located outside the boundaries of any present 

local governing bodies. 



 

 

 

• to take the necessary steps to remedy the deficiencies in the system 

• to urgently carry out thorough investigations of the cases of aboriginal women who 

have gone missing or been murdered in recent decades 

• to carry out an analysis of those cases in order to determine whether there is a 

racialized pattern to the disappearances and take measures to address the problem if 

that is the case 

 

Scroll 17: Broken Promises4 

The seven thousand Russian Mennonites who arrived in the 1870’s may have constituted the 

largest single newcomer group to enter Manitoba in the 1870-1880 period. With very few 

exceptions they ultimately made their way to the twenty one village communities established 

in the “East Reserve”, an area of land granted them by the government. 

Many of the 1875 arrivals joined relatives and friends of the East Reserve. But as the 

available arable land was taken up, they were led to consider the grassy, and to a degree, 

swampy, open prairie region just north of the International Border, bypassed by earlier 

groups.  As one-time residents of a similar terrain in south Russia, the Mennonites saw the 

opportunities of the area, and requested the Canadian government to grant a “reserve” for 

them there. Thereupon seventeen more townships were laid out between the Red River and 

the western hills.  The “West Reserve” turned out to be some of the best farm land in the 

whole province of Manitoba.” An Order-in-Council of 1876 set 500,000 acres, or about 6% of 

the total area of Manitoba as constituted in 1881 aside for exclusive use by the Mennonites 

from Russia. 

 

Scroll 21: Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  

In MCC Canada’s letter to the Honourable Jim Prentice, dated June 12, 2006, we asked that 

the government of Canada show respect for the efforts of more than twenty years of hard 

work that had been put into the design of the proposed UN Declaration of the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. We were dismayed to hear that Canada voted, on November 28 of that 

year, to delay adoption by the UN of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, and 

MCC Canada sent another letter on December 12, 2006 to encourage Canada to endorse 

this Declaration. 

                                                           
4
 Manitoba Settlement and the Mennonite West Reserve (1875-1876) by Lawrence Klippenstein, Manitoba Pageant, 

Autumn 1975, Volume 21, Number 1.  http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/pageant/21/mennonitewestreserve.shtml#2 

 


