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Introduction 

March 8th is known as International Women’s Day (IWD) across the nations. It is a day of 

hope, a day of courage, of celebration for women who fought for equality, justice and peace. 

It is also a time to reflect on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of 

courage and determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in 

the history of their countries and communities. United Nations (UN) has marked it as a day 

for Women’s Rights and International Peace since 1977. 

International Women’s Day first emerged from the activities of labor movements at the turn 

of the twentieth century in North America and across Europe. On March 8th, 1857 it marked 

the day when one of the first organized actions by working women anywhere in the world 

took place, where hundreds of women garment and textile workers went on strike in New 

York City protesting against low wages, long working hours and inhuman working 

conditions. Again on March 8th in 1908, fifteen thousand women marched through New York 

City demanding shorter hours, better pay, voting rights and an end to child labor. They 

adopted the slogan “Bread and roses” with bread symbolizing economic security and roses a 

better quality of life. On March 25th 1911, it marked the day when more than 140 working 

girls mostly Italian and Jewish immigrants died in the tragic Triangle fire accident, an event 

that had a far-reaching effect on labor legislation in the USA. While in March 19th 1911 many 

rallies and organized meetings successfully took place in Austria, Denmark, Germany and 

Switzerland to mark the inauguration of International Women’s Day. The March 19th date 

was chosen because it commemorated the day that the Prussian king promised that to 

introduce votes for women in 1848. The promise gave hope for equality but it was a promise 

that he failed to keep. The date for International Women’s Day was then moved to March 8th 

in 1913. 

The United Nations has mentioned that until now nowhere in the world women can claim to 

have all the same rights and opportunities as men despite much progress to protect and 

promote women’s right have been made in these days. The World’s Women Report 2015 

launched on 20th October 2015 highlighted the following data, as pointed out by the 

Ecumenical Women Coalition as follow: 

 Women marry later but child marriage remains an issue in selected 

countries. 1-4 women aged 20-24 in developing regions are married 

before they turn 18. The percentage is higher for Southern Asia (44%) 

and Sub Saharan Africa (40%) – often resulting in early pregnancies, 

limited opportunities for education and career and vocational 

development. For women of reproductive age, unmet need for family 

planning and lack of skilled attendants at birth have serious 

implications on mother’s health 

 Education: Education has increased globally for girls and boys at all 

levels, yet enrollment decreases and gender gaps widen with education 

levels. Women are underrepresented in tertiary fields of studies related 

to science and engineering. 

 Women’s access to labor market has stagnated – 50% of working 

age women in the labor force, similar to 20 years ago. The 
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occupational segregation of women and men continue to exist in all 

regions. Women are working longer than men when unpaid work is 

accounted for (1 hour more in developing regions and half an hour 

more in developed regions). 

 Women’s participation in leadership positions has increased, yet 

at a low pace: Parliaments – Women’s representation in lower or 

single houses of parliament was 12% in 1997 and is 22% in 

2015. Executive Branch: Women’s representation among cabinet 

ministers was 6% in 1994 and is 18% in 2015. Most female appointed 

ministers are assigned portfolios related to social issues. Judiciary: 

higher up in the judicial hierarchy, women’s representation declines 

drastically. Only 19% of Supreme Courts have a female president. 

 Violence against women: a global concern: 1 in 3 women has 

experienced physical or sexual violence at some point in their lives. 2 

in 3 victims of intimate partner and family related homicides are 

women. In most countries less than 40% of women who experience 

violence seek help of any sort. Less than 10% of women sought help 

from the police. 

 119 countries have Domestic Violence laws, 125 countries have 

sexual harassment laws, and 52 countries marital rape laws. 

[  source: http://ecumenicalwomen.org ] 

  

The theme for our IWD celebration is “When woman speaks up and retelling her story!”. 

It is inspired by the life story of an unnamed woman in the Scripture who, at one point of her 

life, took up the courage to speak up and liberate herself from a twelve years’ suffering. By 

putting her faith into action she was empowered to end her oppression and painful 

experiences. Taking up courage to transform and end any form of oppression facing women 

and all human being in all communities shall hopefully lead us to equality, justice and peace. 

 

The Regional Women’s Program of World Student Christian Federation in Asia Pacific 

Region (RWP-WSCF AP) since its inception in the early 1980s has envisioned and strived for 

a better world manifested through equality, justice and peace in the universe. Women 

contribution in creating a new just world, as SCM Solidarity Song calls for it, through her 

stories of empowerment needs to be acknowledged, furthermore celebrated and 

continuously encouraged. 

 

This echoes what the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), as a federation of 

worldwide student movement, has envisioned. The federation aims to empower students in 

critical thinking and constructive transformation of our world by being a space for prayer 

and celebration, theological reflection, study and analysis of social and cultural processes 

and solidarity and action across boundaries of culture, gender and ethnicity. 

 

May this resource serve as an invitation and encouragement for us to reflect and living our 

faith toward fullness of life manifested in equality, justice, and peace.  

  

http://ecumenicalwomen.org/
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Objectives of observing and celebrating IWD 2016: 

a. To spiritually reflect on the theme “When woman speaks up and retelling her 
story!”. 

b. To faithfully witness our faith by affirming that all human being are beautifully created 
and meant to live with full dignity, free from any abuses and violence;  

c. To living our calling of preventing and eliminating violence against women and girls!   
d. To advocate, remember and celebrate with all women who have been in the path of 

struggling for and realizing justice, peace, equality, inclusiveness, and empowerment in 
the society.  
 

How you can participate in observing IWD? 

You may organize various events to observe the International Women’s Day based on your 

national context. Organizing the commemoration service, bible study group and reflection 

on women stories can be few of them. For this purpose, we present this liturgical material 

and encourage each national SCM to use it during month of March. You can set alternate 

date than March 8th to observe this event. 

 

Suggested Preparation for the Prayer Service & Bible study group 

 Feel free to adapt the resource for your context or national SCM. 
 

 For organizing Bible Study group, you may consider to prepare following things: 
 Please assign people in advance to play roles for doing a dramatic reading on Mark 

5:21-43. Assign persons to be a narrator, Jesus, Jairus, a hemorrhaging woman, the 

disciples and the mourners.  

 Please invite at least 3 persons, preferably women, to be the speakers for sharing their 

perspectives or their stories during the Biblical reflection section; Please assign 

someone to act as interviewer or the one who is leading the conversation or dialogue 

with the speakers and, if possible, with the audience. 

 Please invite a number of bible study leaders (could be SCM member/staff, senior 

friends, church leaders, ecumenical youth leader in your community) to be in each 

small study group to facilitate the discussion process.  Major role of these facilitators is 

to encourage each member of the group to speak, reflect and tell stories.  

 At the end of bible study group or biblical reflection, do feel free to make or not 

making conclusive statement. A short prayer can be offered to end the session. 

 Spent few moments to learn or practice the songs/hymn to be sung in the service. 
 Prepare the service arrangement in the circle or half circle and provide, as possible as 

you can, a space where anyone who speak can be seen and heard by the audience.  

 
 

  
 

Cover page:  
The SCM members who have contributed and participated actively in WSCF Asia Pacific 

Regional Women’s Program (RWP) organized between 2012 up to present. 
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 A Liturgy of International Women’s Day 
 

Call to Gather 

Leader: We gather today to celebrate International Women’s Day. 

All: We gather, bringing our hopes and our struggles, our memories and our visions. 

Leader: An unnamed woman in the Bible said, “If only I touch Jesus’ clothe I will be made 

well.” As we gather and celebrate the International Women’s Day, may God’s spirit and 

Divine Wisdom touch us so that we are renewed and encouraged to live, rise up and bring 

peace. 

All: God, The Liberator, be in our midst. Help us to realize your vision in our response 
towards liberating humanity from the suffering. The Life Giver, Lead us to life as we 
remember those who have shown us your way forward.  
 
Sing: SCM Solidarity Song   
(Composed by Saw Mathew Aye, Burma)  
 
The Song we sing not for ourselves 
For those who are oppressed and chained, 
Build up a new society,  
Let’s share and feel with them. 
 
The way we work not for ourselves 
For those who are oppressed and poor, 
Suffer with them and let us know 
That our struggle will win. 
 
Refrain: Come SCM unite be one 
                 Pull out injustice from this world 
                 Live with people, build together 
                 One day we’ll reach a new just world. 
 
The life we owe not for ourselves 
Women and men work hand in hand, 
The unity will triumph 
We share the vision and hope. 
Refrain …. 
  
 
Call to Reflect on Women Stories 

Theme: “When women speak up and retelling her story!” 

A Dramatic Reading of Mark 5:21-43  

[Please assign roles to a narrator, to Jesus, to Jairus, to a hemorrhaging woman, to the 

disciples and the mourners. You may also provide the sound effects emerged from the 
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narrative such as “weeping and wailing loudly” (verse 38), “laughing” (v.40) and 

“amazement” (v.42).]  

 

Scripture Reading : Mark 5:21-43 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)  

[You may also read the scripture text from your own language. Please take note the different 

version it brings!] 

   
21 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat[a] to the other side, a great crowd gathered 
around him; and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus 
came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23 and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter 
is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and 
live.”24 So he went with him. 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.25 Now there was a woman who had 
been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had endured much under many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew 
worse. 27 She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his 
cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29 Immediately her 
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her 
disease. 30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 
crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the 
crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 He looked all around to see 
who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your 
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing[b]what they said, 
Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 He allowed no one to 
follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38 When they came to the 
house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing 
loudly. 39 When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? 
The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, 
and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the 
child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, 
get up!” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of 
age). At this they were overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that no one 
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 

Some suggestions for both individual and/or group reflections 

 

A. In Conversation or Dialogue setting (time duration at least 15 minutes) 

[Prior to this section, appoint an interviewer and 2 or 3 persons/interviewee/speakers who 

are ready to share their perspectives on this biblical text based on the questions that the 

interviewer will raise during at least 15 minutes long dialogue or conversation. The 

question list can also be given to the interviewee in advance. During the section of dialogue, 

any reflection or answer from the group members may also be welcomed!]  

 

Here are the possible questions to be raised: 

1. What are the new things you discover for the first time or that you have never 

seen/heard before on this text? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A21-43&version=NRSV;NASB#fen-NRSV-24383a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A21-43&version=NRSV;NASB#fen-NRSV-24398b
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2. What impressions emerge as you hear the story? Or what questions does it raise for 

you? 

3. Why is it necessary for the hemorrhaging woman to maintain secrecy about her 

presence in the crowd? 

4. What might be the reasons for this hemorrhaging woman for deciding that she needed 

to touch Jesus from behind without being noticed? Or why does the woman decide not to 

approach Jesus directly for healing? 

5. Why is she terrified when Jesus asked, Who touch me?  And why Jesus asked this 

question while he was among the crowd? 

 

B. In Small Group Discussion (time duration can be at least 20-30 minutes long) 

- Let the members form the group of 3-5 people 

- Pass on to each group a list of questions for discussion. Encourage each member to 

reflect and share their perspective!  

- You may reflect on all the given questions or choose some that you feel most relevant. 

- After small group discussion, open a public sharing for reflection either as individual or 

as a group. 

 

Following are the questions to discuss in the group: 

 

1. There are two stories of women in Mark 5:21-43. What are the similarities and the 

differences between the stories of a hemorrhaging woman and Jairus’ daughter? Please 

compare the two stories and note the parallels and the contrasts that can be observed. 

2. Where do realities reflected in the text intersect with your own experience? What word 

does the text address to the reality or experience you have identified? 

3. The text contains a large cast of characters. With whom do you identify as you hear the 

story, and why? In what ways do you identify with Jairus? With Jairus’ daughter? With 

the girl’s mother? With the hemorrhaging woman? With the disciples? With the 

mourners? With Jesus? 

4. About the woman in the inner story, the hemorrhaging woman, can you imagine being 

referred to as such? Do her previous experiences lead her to believe that it is time for 

her to claim her own healing rather than ask for it? 

5. What significance does it have for the hemorrhaging woman when Jesus affirms her 

touch?  

6. Is “touching” dimension of the text a significant one in your view? Why or why not? How 

does your own experience inform your interpretation of the tactile imagery in the story? 

7. Have you or persons you have known struggled with chronic illness? Have you or 

persons you have known felt “defined” by an illness? What does this contribute to your 

reading of the story? 

8. What do you learn about Jesus in this story? What is the significance for you? 

9. What new insights have emerged for you from your engagement with this story? 

 

C.    Writing Prayer, Poem or Letters 

Following the bible study group on Mark 5:21-43, you may invite each participant to write 

prayer, poem or letters that can be addressed to significant figure you encountered in the 

story (either the hemorrhaging woman, the Jairus’ daughter, Jairus, Jesus, etc).  
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A Poem Reading – An Affirmation 

 
Poem Reader: 
Dear Eve, 
You are an ultimate creation of God and a very special being. 
You are not a rough draft 
But a masterpiece of the Almighty created in God’s own image. 
But it breaks my heart 
When people call you temptress, disloyal, 
prone to temptation and evil, untrustworthy. 
Even now, from the women in the corporate world 
To the mothers living in poverty, 
We, the modern-day Eves, are crying! 
The serpent is still running in the gardens of our minds, 
He is filling us with false beliefs: I am not good enough, 
not pretty enough, not wise or strong enough. 
Yet, to honor you, we affirm that 
We are powerful, 
We are empowered, 
Limitless. 
 
 ~ by Mahima Chauhan, a member of SCM India, written during WSCF AP Regional Women 
Program’s workshop held in Bangladesh, November 25-29, 2015) 
  
 
Song:  A Place at the Table 
[Words by Shirley Erena Murray, Aotearoa New Zealand] 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star over head. 

Refrain: 
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy,  

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice, and joy. 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding to share, 
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that’s fair. Refrain ….  

For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong. Refrain …. 

For just and unjust, a place at the table, 

abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 

in anger, in hurt, a mind-set of mercy, 

for just and unjust, a new way to live. Refrain … 
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For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free.  

Refrain …  

Intercessory Prayer 

Loving Creator we offer our thanksgivings and ask your grace as we remember those 

women in our lives to whom we admire and owe gratitude for creating a better world.  

For all that is good: for the continuity of the universe; for all the life with which we share 
this planet; for the interactions and connections that bind us to it. Let us give thanks.  
 
For the flow of human stories; For the events that have shaped and inspired us;  
For all our sisters and brothers, our fellow human being, those who question the history that 
is not inclusive of stories of women and the marginalized ones; For those who unearth the 
stories of the vanquished, the oppressed, the nameless, the unrecorded. Let us give thanks. 
 
 Let us give thanks for all named and unnamed women who through their stories of faith 

and struggles, have inspired and encouraged us to move forward.  

 Let us give thanks for Jesus of Nazareth who in living as one of us, made God known to all. 

Who showed us that God’s love and compassion redeem us all.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer of Blessing in honor of Women 
  
God of Sarah and Hagar, Naomi and Ruth, Esther and Deborah, 
God of Mary and Elizabeth, Mary and Martha, Mary Magdalene, Lydia, 
and all the unnamed biblical women, our foremothers in the faith, 
  
As you anointed these women with the oil of faith and calling, 
So anoint women and all people everywhere. 
  
As you blessed these women with finding the courage and strength, persistence and 
perseverance within them, so bless women and all people everywhere. 
  
As you transformed the world through the vision, work and life stories of these women, 
May you continue to transform the world through the vision and work of  inspiring women 
and all people everywhere. 
  
In every home, place and all nations, 
May they continue to form and build community in ways that birth justice, love and peace;  
In gestation and through the laboring, keep them focused, strong, steadfast and unwavering. 
  
God, bless the women and all the people who continue to work tirelessly, often unnoticed, 
but full of beauty and power, for all manner of good. 
Continue to make them vessels of your sustenance; instruments of your peace; an 
inspiration to all. Amen 
~Adapted from Prayer of blessing in honor of women by Erin Matteson, Modesto CoB pastor 
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REFLECTIONS ON MARK 5:21-43 

 

A PRAYER 

God of creation, 
You created our bodies 
With all of our sexual organs 
We thank for our body and sexuality 

God of liberation, 
We ask for Your forgiveness 
If we oppressed and abused the human body 
Even we imprisoned and coded our own body 
Liberate us  from those oppressions 

God of process, 
We used to walk in patriarchal procession 
Because we don't want to be stigmatized as bad women and men 
Labeled as bad attitude girl/boy 

Lead us to walk through our own process 
Though we'll face difficulties, 
As long as You are with us 
We won't lost. 

O God, help us to celebrate our body! Amen. 

~ Nova Yulanda Putri, a member of SCM Indonesia. It is a reflective prayer from the Joint Young 

Women Leadership Workshop held in India on January 24-27, 2016. 

 

A  Hemorrhaging Women’s Letter to Jairus’ Daugther 
 
Dear lovely girl, 
 
Hello, how are you? I heard you live again after Jesus visited you. Do you feeling better 
now? 
Well, you don't know me right? I am so sad that my name and your name were not 
mentioned in the Bible. My name is Mary, which is the name as Jesus's mother, but I’m 
not as "pure"as her. I've suffered from bleeding for 12 years. Do you know how a bleeding 
woman was treated in the society? Which....you are going to face it very soon as you are 
at the age to start period. I thought about if I were your father's daughter, will your 
father did the same to me? I mean, fell at Jesus feet and asked him to save me? Or will 
your father leave me alone because I was defined as dirty and unclean all the time? Have 
you ever thought why women in period seen as unclean? What's wrong with us? 
 
Jesus told me my faith healed myself. I am good now. However, I am not going to stop 
here. I know there might be a lot of women like me before. I want to help them. Would you 
like to join me? 
 
By the way, I really want to know your name. I don't want to call you someone's 
daughter. Stay healthy. Mary 
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~ It’s written by Chung Hiu Fan, a member of SCM Hong Kong. From the Joint Young Women 
Leadership Workshop held in India on January 24-27, 2016 on the theme, “Explorations into Body, 
Sexuality and Power from a critical feminist theological perspective”. 
  
 

A Jairus’ Letter to the Hemorrhaging Woman 

Greetings from Jairus, the leader of the Synagogue to the brave woman I encountered!  

I am writing to you to convey how much I have been struggling within myself from the past 
couple of months. It was this struggle that restricted me to confront you then and it is the 
same struggle that has pushed me into writing this letter today. I wish I didn’t have to write 
but say it all in person to you. 

We both have gone through a life changing experience but in different ways. I could sense 
you feeling liberated both physically as well as socially. Whereas for me, though I have the 
joy that my daughter is well today, I am still in a state of struggle and confusion for the 
encounter with Jesus and you have challenged not just me as person or a father, but also as 
someone who is a religious leader, the keeper of the law. 

You have shaken the very foundation on which my perspectives were built and 
implemented. You were bold enough to break free our Jewish customs and laws against 
women and other outcastes of our society, but I am still struggling to put into practice what I 
have learnt from you. Sometimes I just wish that I didn’t meet you or you didn’t come on my 
way that day. Your courage haunts me and gives me nightmares. I see myself as a coward 
too afraid to break free the laws that we have made and forced it on you people. Each time 
my daughter complains of her menstrual pain and cries and asks me why she has to be 
looked down as an unclean for those particular numbers of days, I imagine your struggle 
too. 

I sincerely desire that I could apologize to you, not just as a father but also as a leader who 
represents this whole system of purity and impurity. You as an individual woman have 
challenged me and questioned our system. I wish and pray that I too could be brave enough 
to challenge the men in our system. I hope you would understand this struggle of mine and 
pray that I too may break free soon. 

Peace, 
Jairus. 
 

~ Composed by Poonam Rai and Arensenla Jamir (both are from India) and Pan Momo Chit 
(Myanmar SCM) during the Joint Young Women Leadership Workshop held in India on January 24-
27, 2016 on the theme, “Explorations into Body, Sexuality and Power from a critical feminist theological 
perspective” 
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OUR VOICES 

  Message from the Regional Women’s Program of  
The World Student Christian Federation Asia Pacific (WSCF-AP)  

held in Bangladesh on November 24-29, 2015 

on  

  Reclaiming My Identity, Building Theological and Critical Reflection on Body, Sexuality, 

Violence Against Women & the Sexual Minorities 

  
We, sixteen women from Aotearoa/New Zealand, Australia, Bangladesh, India, 
Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Taiwan, representing the 
national Student Christian Movements and women advocates in the Asia Pacific 
region, met at the Church of Bangladesh Retreat and Conference Center in Savar, 
Bangladesh from November 24-29, 2015. We came expecting to learn, unlearn and 
relearn from each other on the theme, Reclaiming My Identity, Building Theological and 
Critical Reflection on Body, Sexuality, Violence against Women and the Sexual Minorities. 

We shared stories, experiences, challenges, questions, as well as inspiration and 

wisdom as daughters of Eve, created in the image of God. 
We learned of various forms of Violence against Women and Sexual Minorities in our 
communities, such as being:   

 abused and violated in the home by husband, father, or someone close;  
 harassed, bullied, subjected to Eve teasing in the bus, on school campuses, on 

the street; 
 discriminated through being forbidden to take charge of their own bodies, 

form girls’ sports teams, become preachers or ordained ministers, or to fully 
participate in church ministry due to class/race/caste; 

 victimized through human trafficking, often due to family’s poverty and 
ignorance about the issue; and 

 marginalized based on sexual or gender identities.  

  
We also heard stories of people and young students, struggling with their sexual and 
gender identities in the community, of those who face stigmatization or being labeled 
as ‘sinful’ for living out their identity according to their sexuality and gender 
orientation. We heard of cases of corrective rape, criminalization of homosexuality, 
suicide committed by the lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender (LGBT), lack of 
acknowledgement of one’s perceived gender, lack of access to sex re-assignment 
therapy. 

 
These realities demonstrate that there are still many people in our community, in 
church, among our own friends, family members, or ourselves whose body, sexuality 
and identity are subject to discrimination, violation and abuse. 
We lamented the harmful ideologies that are at the root of the violence against women 
and sexual minorities. We realized that these harmful ideologies are present in the 
socio-economic-political and religious-cultural structures and systems. They manifest 
in patriarchal and male-centered perspectives, heteronormative and homophobic 
attitudes, and behaviors that reflect misogyny and gynopia.  
 
We grieved the tendency to interpret scriptures in ways that reinforce these harmful 
ideologies, e.g. the literal understanding of purity and pollution of the body, especially 



International Women’s Day 2016 

 

 15 

the female body. Realizing the need to critically re-read scriptures, we revisited the 
story of Eve and creation in Genesis 1-3, which has traditionally been used within 
Christianity to explain gender inequality, women’s subordination, and the blaming of 
woman as the bearer of sin. We affirmed that woman, symbolized by Eve, is God’s 
creation, created in the image of God. Therefore, it is the harmful ideologies and 
systems, which lead to the violation of God’s image in creation that are the roots of sin. 
Devaluing Eve/woman and her descendants is sinful. We lamented the structural and 
human failure of the church and its leaders to act against such sinful practices. Hence, 
it is our responsibility now to proclaim that violence against women and sexual 
minorities is the sin.  
 
We read and analyzed biblical texts that are often used against homosexuality, e.g. 
Genesis 19, Ezekiel 16:49, Leviticus 18 and 20, Romans 1:26-27 and 1 Corinthians 6,1 
Timothy 1:10. We admit that a lot of questions filled our minds as we wrestled with 
these texts yet we took courage to re-read them with the lenses of the sexual 
minorities. We listened to each other as we expressed confusion, doubt and 
disagreement. We also heard the call for greater openness and inclusive behavior, 
which is in the spirit of Christ Jesus who never judged or condemned but only 
expressed the love of God for everyone. We learned that the reason why Sodom and 
Gomorrah were punished was because of the lack of hospitality and instead there was 
a threat of gang rape by the strong, powerful and arrogant. If we believe that Christ is 
the end of the law (Romans 10:4) and in Christ means a new humanity, restored and 
born anew, then why are the sexual minorities not recognized with the same full 
dignity as others? 
 
We admitted that our great hurdle is overcoming what our cultures, traditions, and 
religious teachings have taught us. While these may have served as ‘comfort zone’ for 
some, we realized that these have kept us from truly living out God’s will for justice 
and equality.  
 
We also came to inspire and be inspired. We heard stories of risk takers, courage 
bearers, young women who became pioneers and youth counselors in church, campus 
or college, SCM and their family or community. They shared their struggles to 
challenge the caste system perpetuated in the Christian community by creating 
opportunity for marginal group of girls to express their talent in the church; to 
challenge patriarchal mindsets and androcentrism reinforced by college authority 
through initiating a sport group for girls in school, which at the same time empowered 
girls to embrace and express their body talents; to challenge dominating mindset that 
excluded the existence of people living with different sexual and gender identities. We 
also visited and learned from an organization in Bangladesh that is addressing the 
health issues faced by hijras (transgender) and sexual minorities. These stories 
opened our eyes to the possibilities of being part of the movement for change and 
transformation.  
 
Thus, we shared things we would like to see happen in the near future. These include 
the following: 

 awareness-raising through creative forms of advocacy among women, family 
setting, SCM members and campus or university students to prevent and 
eliminate violence against women and sexual minorities;  

 more dialogues or conversations around sexuality where it is perceived as 
taboo;  

 re-reading the Bible in ways that are inclusive of the voices and experiences of 
women and those marginalized or oppressed because of their sexual and 
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gender identities;  
 support through counseling and accompanying those whose body, sexuality 

and identity are abused; and  
 living out the call for the Church to be a safe, supporting and healing 

community for victims of violence.  

 

 Following is a letter from one of us reflecting on the story of Eve: 

  
Dear Eve, 

You are an ultimate creation of God and a very special being. 
You are not a rough draft 

But a masterpiece of the Almighty created in God’s own image. 
But it breaks my heart 

When people call you temptress, disloyal, 
prone to temptation and evil, untrustworthy. 

Even now, from the women in the corporate world 
To the mothers living in poverty, 

We, the modern-day Eves, are crying! 
The serpent is still running in the gardens of our minds, 
He is filling us with false beliefs: I am not good enough, 

not pretty enough, not wise or strong enough. 
Yet, to honor you, we affirm that 

We are powerful, 
We are empowered, 

Limitless. 

  

Names of all who participated and contributed in the above Regional Women’s 
Program: 

Anne Nokrek, SCM Bangladesh 
Carol Sushri, SCM Bangladesh 
Claudine Chionh, Australian SCM 
David Das, National Council of Churches in Bangladesh 
Grace Sisca Silaban, SCM Indonesia 
Hope Antone, Asian Feminist Theologian (Philippines/Hong Kong) 
Indrila Soren Biva, SCM Bangladesh 
Jian Pei-Ru, Taiwan SCM 
Judy Nesajothy Arasaratnam, SCM Sri Lanka 
Linda Anny Mondol, SCM Bangladesh  
Mahima Chauhan, SCM India 
Monika Biswas, Women Activist-SCM Bangladesh senior friend 
Naw Kree Moo, Myanmar SCM 
Nina Nayoan, WSCF Asia Pacific staff (Indonesia/Hong Kong) 
Rachel Dudley Tombs, SCM Aotearoa/New Zealand 
Sumitra Lama Tamang, Nepal SCM 
Tithee Malakar, SCM Bangladesh 
SCM Bangladesh organizing team 
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Source Notes 

We are thankful for various sources that are made accessible and available for 

making this resource.  

We wish to thank all those who have contributed in different ways for making this 

resource possible for specific use of commemorating International Women’s Day.  

Particularly we thank the facilitators and all participants of the Young Women 

Leadership Workshop, jointly organized by WSCF Asia Pacific Regional Women’s 

Program, Asian Women Resource Center (AWRC) for Culture and Theology, and the 

National Council of Churches of India Youth Commission that was held in New Delhi 

India from January 24-27, 2016.  This workshop has inspired of the making of this 

resource. 
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THANK YOU  

FOR USING THIS RESOURCE 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Your feedbacks are welcome!  

Kindly address to WSCF AP Regional Women’s Committee at: 

wscfap@netvigator.com  

mailto:wscfap@netvigator.com

