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Today is the 5th Sunday of Easter, the 
season when Christians around the world 
celebrate that Jesus is alive! You might 
wonder what difference does it make that 
Jesus is alive? We can’t see him or touch 
him, so does it matter that the disciples 
saw him on Easter morning? During this 
Easter season, we are hearing stories from 
the Bible book of Acts. The stories are 
about what happens to the disciples after 
Jesus goes to heaven. 
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Bible story:

Peter was a famous apostle. After Jesus went back 
to heaven, Peter was one of the people whose job 
it was to tell the story of Jesus and help people 
live the way God wants us to live. Peter was an 
important, smart person, a lot like you or me. So...
just like you and me, he did not know everything. 
He still had to keep on learning. Back in Peter’s 
time, the church was a new thing. People thought 
you could only be part of a church if you were 
following the same laws and even eating the same 
kinds of food.  That meant lots of people who 
wanted to follow Jesus were not allowed in the 
church because they ate different lunches than the 
church people. It sounds silly to us, but it seemed 
important to Peter.  Then God sent Peter a dream to 
teach him something new. In the dream, Peter saw 
lots of different foods that he thought he should 
not eat. God said it was okay. So Peter learned 
something new and started to teach that all people 
who wanted to follow Jesus should be welcome in 
the church. God loves everyone and invites us all of 
us to be part of the church.

Sophie’s Green Shirt Games:

Sophie and her friends had a great idea for playing 
games at recess. They said that if you wore a green 
shirt, everyone would know that you wanted to play 
tag. It made it very easy to tell who was playing 
and who was not. That was very helpful when the 
schoolyard was crowded! All the kids knew about 
the green shirt rule, and they liked it.

The problem happened the next year when a private 
school opened up next door and those kids all 
wore red uniforms everyday! When they shared the 
playground, Sophie and her friends couldn’t tell 
which of the red uniform kids wanted to play tag. 
How were they going to figure out who was playing 
and who was not? It was very confusing. Some 
greens said they should just keep the old rules and 

the red school could go do their own thing. But that 
meant that lots of good players would be left out. 
The old rules just didn’t make sense anymore. The 
principals from the two schools decided to help. 
They marked out a special field for everyone who 
wanted to play tag, no matter what colour they 
were wearing.  It was a new way to do things, and 
it took awhile for Sophie and her friends to get used 
to the clash of many colours, but it turned out to be 
amazing. The kids from the two schools taught each 
other their favourite games, and there were always 
enough players for everything! 

Prayer:

Thank you God that no one is outside of Your love. 
Thank you Jesus for always teaching us new things.  
Thank you for how you welcome people who are 
different and the way you teach us to welcome each 
other into Your church. AMEN.

Question for adults:

Who is considered outside of the church right now? 
Is there a way that God is inviting them in?
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