
Title:  Happy birthday, dear Church

Author:  David Bergen

Church:  Bethel Mennonite Church, 
Winnipeg, MB

Text:  Acts 2.1-4

Theme:  Celebrating the birthday of 
the church

Supplies:  birthday cake with icing; 
birthday candles (one for 
each child), banner that says 
“Happy Birthday, Church”

Happy 

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
After welcoming the children to story-time, 
invite them to join in singing Happy Birthday. 
Simply start singing together and when you 
get to “…Happy Birthday dear…………” 
stop the song abruptly. 

Wait a minute! Does anyone know who we 
are singing Happy Birthday for?  No?  

Story:
Well, let me tell you a story that will give you 
the answer.  

Today is Pentecost Sunday.  It’s a very 
important day for everyone who loves and 
follows Jesus. It all started a long time 
ago…..

It was seven weeks after Easter. Jesus had 
died, but his friends knew Jesus was still 
alive because God had raised Jesus from 
the dead. A few weeks after that happened, 
Jesus went to heaven to be with God. But 
before he went, he promised his friends 
that God would not leave them alone. He 
promised them that God would send the 
Holy Spirit to always be with them. 

Well, you know, a promise is a promise. 
And God keeps promises. So it was that 50 
days later a large group of Jesus’ friends 
were together in a small house.  Suddenly 
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something very strange happened. They heard 
a loud sound like a very strong wind. It blew 
into the room where they were. And with it 
came something that looked like little bits of 
fire dancing around, among the people who 
were there. 

When all this happened, they remembered 
the promise Jesus given them, and they knew 
God was sending the Holy Spirit to be with 
them.  Because the Holy Spirit was with them 
everyone who was there discovered they 
weren’t afraid to tell other people about God. 
And they started talking. There were people 
there from many faraway places who spoke 
other languages. Even they understood, in 
their own language, what the disciples were 
saying about Jesus and about God. It was an 
amazing thing. 

And so they shared the good news about God 
with everyone, of how God sent Jesus to tell 
people that: (Count off on your fingers)

1. God loves us

2. God forgives us when we’re sorry for doing
bad things

3. God wants the whole world to stop fighting

4. God wants us to live at peace and help
each other

Soon people in many places learned about 
Jesus. They met together to help each other, 
to eat together, to be reminded about the 
things Jesus had said, and to learn how to live 
the way God wants us to live. When they got 
together this way, just as we do, they called it 
a church. 

The day when all these amazing things started 
happening was Pentecost Sunday. It was the 
birthday of the church. And so today, many 
years later, we still celebrate the birth of the 
church and the wonderful news that God 
sends the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us 
do things we couldn’t do by ourselves.

No birthday party is complete without a cake 
so I brought one along. (Get it from behind the 
pulpit of communion table) I need some help 
to get it ready. I put the icing on, but I haven’t 
put the candles on. Can you help? I don’t have 
enough candles for the age of the church, but I 
do have one for each of you.

I also brought along this birthday banner. 
Where should we put it? 

Reveal the banner; hang it in a visible place. 
After putting candles on and hanging the 
banner, light the candles from a taller Christ 
candle. If there are many children, light the 
candle while they hold it, take it from them and 
place it on the cake. Ask one older assistant to 
hold the Christ candle for you.

Prayer:
Dear God, we love you and thank you for 
sending your Holy Spirit to live inside us and 
in the church, to help us live in God’s way. We 
thank you for the church and for making us a 
part of it. Amen.

Sing: 
Happy Birthday dear Church (with 
congregation). Invite everyone to help blow 
out the candles. Then, invite the children to 
share the cake with the congregation, after the 
service.

Wondering questions:

• I wonder how many birthdays the church has 
had.

• I wonder what it was like to have people 
together who spoke so many languages.

• I wonder how many languages are being 
used to celebrate the birthday of the church 
today.

• I wonder what new things God wants to birth 
in our church. 
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