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Introduction
“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.” Jeremiah 31:33

Mennonites from across Canada will gather July 6-10 in 
Saskatoon for Assembly 2016: God ~ Faith ~ People, a 
time for worship, fellowship, delegate decision making, 
and learning together.  The biblical theme of covenant will 
guide worship and plenary sessions; equipping us for being 
covenant people as we make decisions about the future of 
our denomination and the Being a Faithful Church process.   
Covenant keeping and covenant renewing are at the heart of 
connecting us with God and one another as congregations, 
as area churches, as a national church and with other 
partners in God’s big world.    

Some congregations use this worship resource in late spring 
to prepare and pray for the delegate Assembly and some 
congregations use the material in a follow-up worship 
service after Assembly.   

Scripture
Old Testament reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

New Testament reading: choose one of Luke 22:14-20; 1 
Corinthians 11:17-34; 2 Corinthians 3; or Hebrews 10:15-25

Song suggestions
From Hymnal:  A Worship Book  
#6 - Here in this place 
#138 - Let God, who called the worlds 
#163 - Obey my voice 
#299 - New earth, heavens new 
#395 - Here I am, Lord 
#483 - O God, who gives us life

From Sing the Journey  
#27 - God of the Bible (Fresh as the morning)
#51 - As tranquil streams
#57 - Your will be done (Mayenziwe)
#78 - We will walk with God (Sizohamba naye)
#81 - Take, O take me as I am
#92 - Just as I am, without one plea

From Sing the Story 
#39 - Will you come and follow me
#63 - God, fill me now (Herr, full mich neu)
#65 - Open my eyes, Lord (Abre mis ojos)

Call to worship
Leader: The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant;

People: No longer a broken covenant, no more sin and 
guilt.

Leader: I will put my law within you and write it on your 
hearts;

People: God with us all, from the greatest to the least, in 
a new and living Way.

Children’s Time
What is your imagination? How do we imagine? What do 
you like to imagine? 

Our imaginations let us dream up pictures and stories about 
the way things could be. We imagine what we would like to 
do on the weekend. We imagine what we would like to be 
when we grow up. We imagine what it would be like for all 
kids to have plenty of good food to eat. 

Our imaginations can give us hope: imagining how nice 
it will be to have dessert might help us finish supper! 
Imagining tasty vegetables can help us weed the garden. 
Imagining summertime can help us get through long 
winters. Imagining playing with new friends can give us the 
courage to go meet our new neighbours. 

One of the ways God shows love for us is by giving us 
pictures and stories to spark our imaginations. Have you 
ever read a book that made you excited about something 
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new? After you read it, you couldn’t stop talking about it, or 
thinking about it, or drawing or pretending about it. Was it 
about dinosaurs? Outer space? Castles? Dancing?

God promises us a story like that. In Jeremiah 31 we read, 
“I will write my words on your heart.” God will fill our 
imaginations with hope and excitement for good things 
to come: like broken things made whole, friends for lonely 
people, and times to celebrate and sing. And God invites 
us to imagine how we can love each other and share that 
excitement together. 

What ways of loving each other can you imagine? What do 
you most look forward to when you think about God? 

Let’s pray together: God, thank you for giving us 
imagination. Thank you for filling our hearts with stories and 
pictures of your love. Please help us imagine how we can be 
part of your story. Amen. 

Sermon prompt
Our 2016 Assembly theme passage inserts us into a 
dramatic and difficult moment in the history of the people 
of God. From the beginning of the world, God sought 
relationship; in covenant with Abram and Sarai God 
sought to create a partner-people through whom to bless 
the world; in covenant with Moses at Mount Sinai God 
sought to further establish this newly freed people as a 
group by giving them the Law, a way of living in the world 
that would ground their lives in God. But the people break 
the covenant, reject the relationship God offers and seek 
the world’s way of power. At this point the weeping prophet 
Jeremiah arrives to deliver the news of God’s devastation 
and the punishing exile of Babylonian captivity. 

But it is into these difficult times that the prophet also 
delivers “the Book of Comfort” (Jeremiah 30-31), including 
our theme passage of Jeremiah 31:31-34. Here God promises 
a future return from exile, a rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
repopulation of the land, but also an end to what Walter 
Brueggemann calls a “vicious cycle of sin and punishment.” 
God, out of characteristic tender compassion and loyal love, 
promises forgiveness and a new and direct way of relating 
with the law written on their hearts. This new way of 
relating also results in restoration of unity between Israel 
and Judah and a radical inclusion of “the least of them to 
the greatest” in this heart-knowledge of God. Into a season 
of captivity, of “panic, of terror, and no peace” (Jeremiah 
30:5), God through the prophet invites the people into a 
profoundly hopeful imagination of the good that is to come. 

Various New Testament writers adopt this new covenant 
language to describe the profound good Jesus brings as 
he calls all people out of exile. In Luke 22:14-20 and 1 

Corinthians 11:17-34, the writers record Jesus instituting 
Communion by calling the cup “the new covenant in [his] 
blood.” The language appears again in 2 Corinthians 3 
when Paul calls himself a minister of the new covenant 
and echoes Jeremiah by describing the believers themselves 
as letters of Christ written by the Spirit on human hearts. 
This Spirit grants life (v. 6), hope and thus boldness (v. 12), 
freedom (v. 17), and ultimately God’s glory. The writer of 
Hebrews provides the most sustained engagement with 
Jeremiah’s new covenant language, weaving a complex 
theological argument in chapters 8-10 and even quoting 
our theme passage (Hebrews 8:8-12). The writer interprets 
Jesus’ once-and-for-all sacrifice as offering the forgiveness 
God promises in Jeremiah 31:34 (Hebrews 10:11-18). As 
a result, believers can have confidence in their approach 
to God via the “new and living way” (10:20), with “full 
assurance of faith” (10:22) in a faithful God (10:23). The 
writer calls the believers to hope. 

In all the New Testament passages, this renewed 
relationship with God results, as in Jeremiah 31, not just 
in individual forgiveness but in communal unity. Faith 
connects God to people and people to each other. For the 
writer of Hebrews, the faith-filled, hopeful believers enact 
their faith and hope by gathering together and encouraging 
one another (10:25). In 2 Corinthians 3 Paul speaks of 
the life-filled, hopeful, bold, and free Christians being 
transformed together, all of them into the glorious image of 
Christ (v. 18). And in the Institution passages of Luke 22 
and 1 Corinthians 11, Christ gathers a people around the 
table, “from the least of them to the greatest” (Jeremiah 
31:34). These people are a people united by the hope they 
share and the mission they undertake to remember Christ’s 
brokenness even as they embody Christ’s wholeness. 

For both the Old and New Testament writers the New 
Covenant results from God’s faithfulness; it is enacted 
through lavish forgiveness; it results in a gathered people, 
transformed by God’s Spirit from the inside out and 
committed to a hope-filled participation in God’s mission 
to bless and redeem the world. 

Several questions might inform how the preacher chooses 
to bring these texts and ideas to the local congregation: 
How do current-day experiences of “panic, of terror, and no 
peace” (in our private lives, our cultural institutions, and 
even our church) parallel the exile Jeremiah describes—
and how are these experiences different from each other? 
What does it mean, then, to find “grace in the wilderness” 
(Jeremiah 31:2)? What might a hopeful imagination look 
like in our contexts? Not just abstractly, but concretely: 
what particular dreams of the future might the Spirit write 
on our hearts? What difference does it make that this new 
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covenant always draws a community together around a 
table, a mission, an experience of glorious transformation? 

Benediction
Now may the God who has loved us with an everlasting 
love, the God of endless faithfulness, write the law of grace 
upon our hearts, filling us with hope and boldness to live 
each day as God’s people on mission to love and bless the 
world. 


