
Caring for God’s 
Good Creation
We’re already implementing creation care practices. Let’s 
share what we’re doing.

That’s the message behind Caring for God’s Good 
Creation, a seminar taking place on July 10, 2016 at 
Wanuskawin Heritage Park, 15 minutes northeast of 
Saskatoon. The event is scheduled to follow Mennonite 
Church Canada’s Assembly 2016.

Caring for God’s Good Creation was organized by the 
Service, Peace and Justice Committee (SPJ) of Mennonite 
Church B.C. (MCBC) and Mennonite Creation Care Network 
(MCCN). It’s designed to bring interested groups and 
individuals together to share best practices. 

For the past two years or so, SPJ has sought ways to engage 
congregations more intentionally with creation care and 
climate change. “We’ve looked at the idea of finding 
funding for churches to upgrade their buildings to be 
more energy efficient,” reports Henry Krause, pastor of 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship and chair of SPJ. “We’ve 
partnered with A Rocha to do workshops at our annual 
meetings at MCBC and have encouraged churches to take 
on community gardens and ‘bike to church’ Sunday and 

celebrate ‘Earth Day’ or ‘Good Seed Day.’”

The committee wanted to exchange ideas with other 
congregations on a national basis. Connecting with MCCN 
to do so was a natural step; Mike Currie, a member of SPJ 
and an environmental scientist, is also on the board of 
MCCN. 

Caring for God’s Good Creation is the result. The event 
will examine the current world circumstances, take 
seriously the church’s theological commitments to care 
for creation, and seek ways to encourage and support one 
another in this ongoing work. 

Planners of Caring for God’s Good Creation invite 
individuals and groups to bring material supporting their 
ideas and approaches to creation care to share with other 
attendees. “We will put this information up in the room we 
are meeting in and take opportunities during the day to talk 
to each other and share these ideas,” says Krause.

Caring for God’s Good Creation will consist of three 
sessions. The first examines the state of the world today, the 
second looks at practical resources, and the third will use 
music, video and other artistic expressions to encourage 
imaginative participation.

Learn more and register at: 
home.mennonitechurch.ca/saskatoon2016/
CreationCare
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Minister’s Conference: Challenge and Change, July 6
Challenge and change occur in every organization including the church, but covenantal 
relationships call the church to fundamentally different approaches for managing them. That’s the 
message that Susan Beaumont, a consultant, author, coach and spiritual director, is bringing to 
Mennonite Church Canada’s Ministers Conference in Saskatoon on July 6.

Learn more and register at  home.mennonitechurch.ca/saskatoon2016/ministers
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of dystopian stories like these among younger 
generations. He’ll also explore the prophetic role 
such films have played during the past century and 
compare it to the role of prophets (including Jesus) in 
Biblical times—paying particular attention to how 
women are incorporated into this century’s dystopian 
films.

In Running Towards Community, author and 
educator (Columbia Bible College) Gareth Brandt 
examines sixteenth century Anabaptist communities. 
Marked by persecution, these communities shared 
resources and lived their faith together through the 
communion table, studying the Bible, and listening 
to the Spirit through one and all. He asks the 
question: how might their stories inspire us in our 
own life together?

Inspired story-telling of scripture by heart still 
draws spiritual seekers in a post-literate world as it 
did in ancient times, say presenters John Epp and 
Ken Quiring, members of the Network of Biblical 
Storytellers. Learn more from these passionate oral 
story tellers in Back To The Future: Telling Scripture 
By Heart. And find out how sharing personal stories 
can help to build community in Story Power with 
Dick Benner, Canadian Mennonite Editor and 
Publisher, and Deborah Froese, Mennonite Church 
Canada Director, News Services.

Dig into a rich Mennonite Creation Care Network 
(MCCN) curriculum that was recently adapted for a 
Canadian audience with Every Creature Singing: 
Introducing Watershed Discipleship led by Joanne 
Moyer, assistant professor of Environmental Studies 
and Geography at The King’s University. Learn more 
about the implications of The Doctrine Of Discovery 
And The Church with Steve Heinrichs, Mennonite 
Church Canada Director, Indigenous Relations.

Music, community, stewardship, media and 
international ministry also make their way to 
the seminar topic list. Check them out in the 
Registration Book beginning on page 8.

Registration deadline: June 15  
http://home.mennonitechurch.ca/
saskatoon2016

Welcome Video 
highlights 
God~Faith~People 
anticipation
Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2016 is quickly 
approaching, and our hosts in Saskatchewan have 
created a special Welcome to Assembly video just for 
you. All are invited to attend God~Faith~People in 
Saskatoon, Sask. July 6-10, and enjoy Saskatchewan 
hospitality at its finest: http://tinyurl.com/gml4uez. 

“It is always a thrill to meet together as a national 
family of faith,” says Mennonite Church Canada 
Executive Director Willard Metzger.  “I am looking 
forward to our time of worship and discernment 
together.”

Those gathered for Assembly 2016 will take part in 
conversations about the work of the Future Directions 
Task Force and the Being a Faithful Church task 
force.

“This is an important time for us as a national 
family,” Metzger says. “I am confident that God has 
been with us throughout our discernment processes 
and will guide us.”

Registration closes on June 15.

http://tinyurl.com/gml4uez

The Assembled News is the daily news sheet for the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2016 
in Saskatoon, SK. During Assembly, we will print an ecologically friendly quantity of hard copies for 
distribution on site – please share. Comments, concerns, questions, and affirmations can be sent to 
ddyck@mennonitechurch.ca.

Editors: Dan Dyck, Deb Froese; Design by Matt Veith

Provoking 
Thought, 
Feeding Faith
A wide array of rich, thought-provoking seminars 
are coming your way at Mennonite Church Canada 
Assembly 2016. God~Faith~People seminar topics 
cover everything from the implications and impact of 
stories—on film, on the page or shared orally—to 
Congregational Bushwhacking. 

Yes, that’s right—bushwhacking. The term 
refers to the practice of hiking off trail for the 
potential to explore new vistas. In Congregational 
Bushwhacking, Karen Martens Zimmerly, Executive 
Minister, Formation and Pastoral leadership, will 
provide an overview of resources to help you stay 
focused on discerning and joining God’s mission 
whatever your context and wherever you roam.

What do Divergent, XMen and Mad Max have in 
common? Find out in The Divergent Mockingjay: 
Female Prophets, Dystopian Films and Life on 
Earth in 2016 with film reviewer Vic Thiessen, 
former Chief Administrative Officer at Mennonite 
Church Canada. He will take a look at the popularity 

Encourage Diverse Participation!

A portion of the registration fees and additional donations will be used to assist participants from 
newer churches from diverse ethnic backgrounds to come to Assembly. 

To apply for an attendance bursary, Email Coreena Stewart at cstewart@mennonitechurch.ca

Inspired story-telling of scripture 
by heart still draws spiritual seekers 
in a post-literate world as it did in 
ancient times, say presenters  
John Epp and Ken Quiring.
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Emerging to 
meet transition
Emerging Voices care about the transitions happening 
in the area and national structures of Mennonite 
Church Canada. 

When the Future Directions Task Force (FDTF) 
presented their broad-strokes proposal for change, a 
group of 30 young adults representing congregations 
across Canada came together to respond.  
Peter J. H. Epp and Jonas Cornelson were part of 
a core working group of 17 who met regularly for 
prayer and discussion. 

Periodically, they consulted with the other 13 
members who served as a reference group. 

In less than two months, the Emerging Voices 
Initiative (EVI) shaped a vision statement and 
a response to the FDTF report. The group will 
be hosting a seminar to discuss the report at 
God~Faith~People. As of May 18, 61 assembly 
registrants have signed up to take part.

 “We’re hoping that we can do our part in  
broadening and focusing and sharpening the 
conversation,” says Epp.

“We hope to foster a sense that there are no opposing 
sides [in the FDTF discussion] because we are all a 
part of God’s church, trying our best to understand 
how we can do God’s work together,” says Cornelsen. 
“It’s a matter of collectively presenting best how we 
live faithfully to our vision of what God wants for 
God’s people.”

Add your voice to these emerging conversations! 
Register for Assembly 2016, God~Faith~People .

 “We’re hoping that we can do our 
part in broadening and focusing 
and sharpening the conversation”

Call for Artists!
God~Faith~People is celebrating the 
covenant relationship between God and 
people with an art exhibit. Interested?  
Illustrate how, for you, “Faith is our 
connection between God and the People.” 
Artists are asked to submit up to three 
works for consideration by June 13, 2016. 
Submissions should be good quality 
digital images – jpeg, PDF, TIF.

For more information, see: 
home.mennonitechurch.ca/saskatoon2016/
ArtExhibition

Register online!
home.mennonitechurch.ca/saskatoon2016

EVI hopes to promote wider conversation and invites responses online:

• Check our blog for updates as we hear from others, and 
send us links to share. You can also find us on Facebook.

• Share our material with others!

• Comment on our documents page or blog, or contact us 
directly  (we may ask if we can add your thoughts to our 
blog).

• Attend the MC Canada Assembly July 6-10 in Saskatoon. 
We’ll be there for workshops and conversation.

• In these meetings we have named qualities we love 
about the church, challenges it faces, and desires for a 
future with congregations sharing a vibrant Anabaptist-
Mennonite identity across regions, countries and beyond.

growing conversation 
emergingvoiceonline.wordpress.com/
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