
 
 

 

Search Tips 

 
 

  By Keyword Search: 
 

This is your primary search tool when only general information is available to you. 

 

Choose: 

 

• a theme (eg. beatitudes) 

• a concept (eg. kingdom of God) 

• a word from the title (eg. forgiveness) 

• author’s name (eg. Schellenberg) 

• location (eg. China) 

• congregation (eg. Stirling Avenue Mennonite) 

• etc. 

  

Many search results will yield both a list of topics and a list of items.  

 

• The Topic List are pre-set bibliographies, tailored to that theme.  In most cases, this will 

be your preferred (narrowed) list. 

 

• The Item List are resources that have your keyword(s) embedded in it.  Some searches 

will match closely to your intent; others may not.  

  

These lists can be manipulated by several filters: 

  

Sort: 

 

By Relevance 

The default setting that privileges certain resources ahead of others (an 

algorithm of preferred publishers, acquisition date, popularity, etc.).  Resources 

with your keyword(s) as part of their title, will also appear at the top of the list. 

By Newest First 

Resources are sorted by publication date. 

By Alphabetical 

Resource titles are listed alphabetically. 



  Filter: 

 

Loan/Sale/Online 

Show only loan, retail or electronic items. 

Resource Type   

Show only audio, book, curriculum, video, or web resources. 

Resource Origins   

Show only new or partner resources. 

Resource Topics 

Show topics related to the resources in your list. 

 

You may use one or several filters at a time.  (Eg.  you can narrow your list to include 

only online video resources from Mennonite Church Canada - and sort that list by 

newest first. 

  

 

Other Keyword Search Tips: 

 

• Searching an author's name in the keyword field will yield resources where he/she has 

contributed essays/chapters, but is not the resource's author/editor (helpful when 

searching various anthologies or journals).   

• Searching by congregational name may yield resources contributed by members of 

that church. 

• Mennonite Church Canada's international ministry resources are all catalogued by 

country or region.  (Eg. a search by country name may yield "Your Church at Work" 

segments or "Church Matters” podcasts, and other resources from that region. 

• If the plural form of your keyword(s) isn't yielding much, try its singular form.  If too 

detailed a keyword or too many keywords don't yield much, try simplifying your 

search.  If a single keyword (eg. "Mennonite") yields too many results, give it one or 

two qualifiers.  Don't hesitate to experiment! 

  

  

  



  By Advanced Search: 
 

A tool to use when you know specific information about an item(s).   

 

 Try: 

 

• Entering information in one or more fields, narrowing your search by language, 

resource type, author, title, scripture reference, audience, etc. 

• Limiting your search to New resources, Mennonite Church Canada resources, 

Canadian Mennonite University resources or Community Developed resources 

 

Other Advanced Search Tips: 

 

• Only keyword searches yield topic lists. 

• Using the author field in the advanced search will only yield resources written by the 

author (not authored chapters or essays, as in keyword searches) 

  

 

 

  

  By Scripture Search: 
 

Looking for resources on a sermon text or study lesson?  All of our worship and curriculum 

resources have been indexed by scripture text (with the exception of lectionary resources).  

Use the specific Scripture Search tool to locate materials.  Scripture searches do not work well 

in the keyword field. 

  

Search: 

 

• Chapter (e.g. Matthew 10) 

• Chapter and verse (e.g. John 3:16) 

• Chapter and range of verses (e.g. Jeremiah 4:3-14) 

• Range of chapters (e.g. John 19-20) 

 

Other Scripture Search Tips: 

 

• A search cannot span chapters with specific verses (e.g. Matthew 5:10-6:30).  Use 

Matthew 5-6 instead, or try 2 separate searches: Matthew 5:10-48 and Matthew 6:1-

30 

• A search cannot use lettered verses (e.g. Mark 10:48b).  Use Mark 10:48 instead. 

• Lectionary-specific resources are not indexed.  You may browse our lectionary 

resources here. 


