
A guide to prayer in elections 

Adoration and praise 
 

Psalm 90 

 

Almighty, gracious God, as we begin our prayers today, we seek your face.  

We long to ground our prayers in the reality of who you are. 

We begin all our prayers in adoration and praise, 

We praise you, God the Father, who in love and wisdom, created all that is.  

You sustain all life and you are tireless in the work of healing and restoring your beloved 

creation. 

 

We praise you, Jesus Christ, in whom we know most perfectly the character and heart and 

will of God.  

You revealed God’s character as he left his place in glory to pass 30 years in our midst.  

You suffered with us and died for us, and in you we have hope of perfect, eternal 

reconciliation with God and God’s purposes. 

 

We praise you, Holy Spirit, for your constant presence and counsel.  

You make plain the Word of God, revealing the heart of Jesus Christ, breathing the creative 

Spirit of God into that which seems dead and dry.  

 

Be at work in our hearts even now, and cause our lips to praise and adore you for who you 

are, here in the presence of your people. 

 

(Open prayers) 

Praying our hopes for the kingdom of god 
 

We thank you and praise you, God, for seeking each of us, restoring us to yourself and 

adopting us into your family.  

We thank you that now we, different as we are, can all call ourselves citizens of the 

Kingdom of heaven.  

Our first loyalty is to you and your Kingdom, and we ask your Holy Spirit to inspire us as we 

pray.  

Reveal to us your vision for who we are called to be as your people, witnesses to your 

Kingdom.  

We pray now for the body of Christ, your holy, beloved church.  

 

(Open prayers) 



Confession 
 

Lord, we confess that in the fervor of the election season we may have lost our way at times. 

Bring to mind any moments in which we placed more importance on our citizenship in this 

nation than on our citizenship in heaven. [silence] 

 

Help us to confess when we have used the end to justify the means. [silence] 

 

Help us to recall when we have been willing to see the church of Christ divided for secular 

interests. [silence] 

 

Help us to remember when we have put our own interests ahead of the interests of our 

neighbors. [silence] 

 

Help us recall and confess any moments when our thoughts, words or actions did not give 

honor to Jesus Christ. [silence] 

 

Help us to be aware of any moments when our lives did not exhibit the fruits of the Spirit. 

[silence] 

 

Help us to turn from the ways of world, and rather to imitate Christ and glorify him in all we 

do, say and think. 

Be at work in our hearts, in love, and help us to confess and turn more fully to you. 

 

[silence] 

Intercession 
 

And now we will divide up into smaller groups to pray and intercede for the church and our 

nation. We seek after prayers that God has placed in our hearts, for our nation, for our city, 

for the candidates at the national, state and local levels.  We will lead and prompt you to 

direct your prayers to each area in turn. 

… our hopes for our nation 
 

You have called us to be light to the nations. As citizens of the Kingdom of God, we pray for 

this nation in which we live. Holy Spirit, inspire us with hopes for our nation that would be 

pleasing in your sight and would resonate with your heart. Let us pray in our small groups. 

 

(Open prayers) 



… our hopes for our city 
 

We are called to seek the welfare of the city in which you have called us to live. Holy Spirit, 

help us to imagine the good of the city according to your vision and to pray fervently for it.  

 

(Open prayers) 

… prayer for those who will be our leaders 
 

Lord, we direct our prayers towards all those who have felt called into public service, and 

who are up for election this night. We pray that you will grant your wisdom and courage to 

all of them, that they may be faithful to that first call you placed in their hearts to serve and 

make a positive difference. We especially pray for those who will need to lead us in such 

divided times. We direct the love of God towards our presidential candidates, our senators 

and representatives and delegates, our mayor and council members. 

 

Amen. 

 

… prayer for the church 
 

 

Benediction 
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