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Childrens’ Corner Resources for the church library, home, Sunday School class or 
Sunday morning storyteller.

Resource  
Update 

•  hilights faith and church ministry 
resources that Mennonite Church 
Canada makes available by loan, 
sale or electronic download. 

•  is distributed 10 times a year by 
Mennonite Church Canada in its 
congregational Equipping package.

•  For a free personal email 
subscription to the  
Resource Update contact  
resources@mennonitechurch.ca

•  Submissions of a special worship 
service, litany or celebration are 
always welcome and upon review 
may be circulated to our constitu-
ency.

Editor: Arlyn Friesen Epp
Designer: Lynette Wiebe 

CALENDAR

We offer resources for...

Sept 4 Labour Day Sunday

Sept 11 Sunday School  
 Promotion Sunday

Sept 21 International Day of  
 Prayer for Peace  
 (see announcement)

Oct 2 Worldwide  
 Communion Sunday

Oct 9 Thanksgiving Sunday

Route to...

•   Librarian

•   Pastor(s)

•   Worship  
 Planners

•   Education  
 Coordinator

•   Church  
 Secretary

Intergenerational Worship
How do we ensure our worship is truly intergenerational?  Child-friendly?  Youth-con-
scious?  Here are a few new resources that encourage pastors, parents and worship 
planners to work intentionally at building a worship experience that includes and en-
gages the younger generation: 

45 Ways to Involve  
Children in Worship: 
Ideas for Worship Planners, 
Worship Leaders, and Par-
ents, by Dorothy  
Henderson.  

A Children’s Guide to 
Worship by Ruth L. Boling, 
et al.  Offered to parents 
so that they may introduce 
their children to the disci-
pline of Christian worship.

A Child Shall Lead: 
Children in Worship: A 
Sourcebook for Christian 
Educators, Musicians, and 
Clergy, edited by John D. 
Witvliet.

Come Worship With 
Me: A Journey through 
the Church Year by Ruth 
Boling, et al.  Written to 
introduce children to the 

seasons of the church year.

Parenting in the Pew: 
Guiding Your Children 
into the Joy of Wor-
ship by Robbie Castle-
man.

You Can Preach to the 
Kids Too!  Designing 
Sermons for Adults and 
Children by Carolyn C. 
Brown.

For additional titles, see 
www.mennonitechurch.
ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/721

Breadwinner Trilogy by Deborah Ellis.  Three fictional novels (The 
Breadwinner, Parvana’s Journey, Mud City) that offer a poignant view 
of present-day Afghanistan through the eyes of a child.  Though 
sharply realistic and at times disturbing, the books never lose sight 
of the courage and hope that can keep children afloat during horrific 
circumstances.   
For mature children.

See page 4 for New wor-
Ship reSourceS for fall  
plaNNiNg!
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In on the Action?Website Window Anabaptist Online Resources

Arlyn’s Quick-Pick Bibliographies are fast refer-
ences to recent resources on popular themes 
– put together for your convenience.
Mennonite Church Canada products 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/695

Mennonite Publishing Network resources 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/693

Mennonite Central Committee materials 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/698

Mennonite Media videos/DVDs 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/692

Christian Peacemaker Teams publications 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/699

Missional Church materials 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/694

Parenting resources 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/697

Peace materials (adult) 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/710

Peace materials (children) 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/717

Small Group studies 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/691

Youth Ministry resources 
www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/
Browse/700

To access the complete list of bibliographies, 
check out the bottom portion of our home page 
at www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre.

Circulation continues to in-
crease!  June 2005 was the 
busiest June on record!  We 
trust that a growing connected-
ness between congregation and 

Resource Centre will help in our common ministry of 
Christian formation at home, church and our commu-
nities.  So, continue to spread the word:  the Resource 
Centre is here for you!  And join in on the action!

June-July’s Top Picks (most requested items)

The Blessing Candles: 58 Simple Mealtime Prayer-
Celebrations.  Each family prayer-celebration includes a 
gathering prayer, the lighting of two candles, a reading 
and a prayerful response to it, reflection questions and a 
sending prayer.

Joy is Our Banquet: Resources for Everyday Worship, 
by Keri Wehlander.  Worship planners for small groups, 
retreats, committee meetings, or special events will find 
this a timely and uplifting liturgical resource.

A Generous Orthodoxy, by Brian D. McLaren.  Calls 
for a radical, Christ-centred orthodoxy of faith and prac-
tice in a missional, generous spirit.

The Last Word and the Word After That: A Tale of 
Faith, Doubt, and a New Kind of Christianity, by Brian D. 
McLaren.  The conclusion to “A New Kind of Christian” 
trilogy.

Enemy Pie.  In this funny yet endearing children’s 
picture-book, one little boy learns an effective recipe for 
turning a best enemy into a best friend.

Sacred Search: Encountering God During Lent by 
Angela Reed.  Six Lenten sessions and an Easter cel-
ebration for youth.

Second Mile:  Pathway C:  The Road to Emmaus.  In-
vites congregations and small groups to enter a journey 
of worship, study, action and reflection that will help 
them become active signs of Christ’s peace in a broken 
world.

Our worship materials have been culled and re-catalogued this summer, for ease of access.  Check 
out the new classifications and links on our home page www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre under 
Quick-Pick Bibliographies.  “Theory and Theology” lists publications that may be beneficial to wor-
ship committees or pastors who are asking the big “vision” questions.  “Guides” lists a variety of practi-
cal “how-to” resources.  “Lectionary” suggests worship aids that follow the common lectionary texts.  
“Prayers and Litanies” and “Drama, Reader’s Theatre” both give options of anthologies and collec-
tions of scripture-based scripts and readings.  Also browse for visual art ideas, children’s stories, hymns 
and songs, and special services. To
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New Resources For a complete list of new acquisitions, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/NewResources

Youth DVDs:
Peace DVD: Especially for Youth, by 
Mennonite Media, 2005.  A six-session 
series, with study guide.  Titles include: 
Peace with God, Peace and Community, 
Peace and the Earth, Peace and Service, 
Peace and Nation, Bits and Peaces

Thermostat:  How Can We Turn toward Peace 
in a time of Fear?  DVD kit with study guide from 
Mennonite Central Committee.  Includes 33 different 
study units on the themes of peacemaking, imagina-
tion, allegiance, security, terrorism, camouflage, and 
nonviolence.

Stewardship:
Living Stewardship Series by Mennonite Mutual 
Aid.  Two titles:  Time Warped and Money Mania.  A 
series of study books that are for people who want 
their faith to colour how they relate to family and 
friends, how they work at their jobs, how they spend 
their money, how they take care of themselves - es-
sentially, how they live.

Faithful and Wise:  Being a Good 
Steward.  DVD by Mark Vincent.  This 
DVD and study guide looks at how we 
can expand our giving into every facet of 
our lives: our possessions, our time, our 
talents and skills, our physical environ-

ment, our spiritual environment, our money. 

God, Money, and Me: Exploring the Spiritual 
Significance of Money in Our Lives, by Menno-
nite Foundation of Canada.  A 12-lesson study guide 
divided into three sections: examination of the rela-
tionships among money, God and us; money manage-
ment; worship and sharing.

Church Leadership:
So You’re On the Search Committee by 
Bunty Ketcham and Celia Allison Hahn.  
Alban Institute, 2005.  Focuses on the 
experience of pastoral search commit-
tees and the unique role that laity plays 
in this crucial process.  The authors offer 
insightful reflections on the deeper issues 

of congregational identity and transformation that 
search committees will find themselves wrestling with, 
as well as raise warnings about some of the obstacles 
committee members can expect to encounter in the 
search process.

Clergy, Retirement and Wholeness:  
Looking Forward to the Third Age  by 
Gwen Wagstrom Halaas. Alban Institute, 
2005.  Challenging the concept of clergy 
retirement as an ending or withdrawal, Dr. 
Halaas refers to retirement as “the Third 

Age” - potentially the most rewarding and important 
time of life.  The author perceives retirement as an 
inviting series of “R’s,” such as reappraisal, reaffirma-
tion, reallocation, reawakening, rekindling, renewal, 
rediscovery and a recommitting to the service of God.

Worship:
Alternative Worship: Resources from 
and for the Emerging Church, edited 
by Jonny Baker and Doug Gay.  If the 
church is to remain faithful and relevant in 
the third millenium, it must be in tune with 
alternative worship, a refreshing blend of 

first-century faith with twenty-first-century technology 
and language. Arranged around major festivals of the 
church year - Advent and Christmas, Lent, Easter, and 
Pentecost - its unique liturgies and prayers, innovative 
yet meaningful rituals, and informative and challeng-
ing views of the alternative worship scene make this 
book a comprehensive postmodern worship resource. 
The accompanying interactive CD-ROM offers easy 
access to ambient sounds, visuals and modern music 
to enrich your alternative worship experience.

The Worship Sourcebook, CRC Publications, 2004.  
A large anthology of worship resources in the Chris-
tian Reformed tradition that offers both a range of 
options for each act of worship (prayers, litanies and 
scripture readings) and teaching notes about the pur-
pose of each of those worship elements.

MCC videos:
Can’t, Not Won’t: A Christian Response 
to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
(FASD) Two families share their stories to 
help congregations understand and include 
families living with FASD. A six-week study 
guide for adult Sunday School or small 
group accompanies this VHS video.

Rhythm of Change:  MCC Penny Power.  
This VHS video or DVD inspires children to 
put their change to work for MCC’s Penny 
Power project. See how the collection of 
pennies and other change is helping MCC 
improve the lives of people around the 
world.



From Our Press New from Mennonite Publishing Network

Second Mile:  Pathway D:  Walk-
ing Through the Valley.  Faith 
and Life Resources, 2005.  The 
final “Pathway” that invites con-
gregations and small groups to 
enter a journey of worship, study, 
action and reflection that will help 
them become active signs of 

Christ’s peace in a broken world. 20 sessions. Check 
out www.gosecondmile.org for further information, 
sample sessions, and the free Leader’s Guide.

Simply in Season: Recipes that 
celebrate fresh, local foods.  Her-
ald Press, 2005.  Through stories 
and simple “whole foods” recipes, 
the authors explore how the food 
we put on our tables impacts our 
local and global neighbours. They 
show the importance of eating 
local, seasonal food - and fairly-

traded food - and invite readers to make choices that 
offer security and health for our communities, for the 
land, for body and spirit.

Sing the Journey: Hymnal: A 
Worship Book Supplement 1.  
Faith and Life Resources, 2005.  
Introduced at the Assembly in 
Charlotte this summer, this supple-
mental hymnal is modeled after 
and a continuation of the work of 
“Hymnal: A Worship Book”.  Mate-
rials included here are drawn from 

resources that were introduced in the “Subscription 
Service” and from other new resources not readily 
available.  It also brings back some well-loved and 
often-missed hymns, while offering materials that will 
lure congregations into new song.

Resource Centre On the Road
Bring the Resource Centre to your next gathering. Arlyn is available to provide a display of materi-
als, lead a workshop or Sunday school, preach a sermon. Contact the Resource Centre to make 
arrangements.
 Aug. 14  Preaching, Sargent Ave. Mennonite Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba

  Sept. 9-11 Resource Person, MC Sask Junior Youth Retreat, Camp Shekinah, SK
  Oct. 1  Workshop “Acting Out in Church (in a Good Kind of Way),” Mennonite Church  
    Manitoba, Equipping Conference, Winkler, MB

For Fall: 
Here are some new worship resources that seek to 
include voices and needs of all age groups:
I’m Your Child, God:  Prayers for Our Children by 
Miriam Wright Edelman and Bryan Collier.  Collection 
of prayers which embraces issues that children and 
teens face in an increasingly complicated world.  

Blessing New Voices:  Prayers of 
Young People and Worship Resources 
for Youth Ministry by Maren Tirabassi.  
The author joins voices with more than 
160 young writers (ages between 12-21) 
in a medley of worship resources and 
prayers. 

Worship Feast: 20 Complete Services in the Spirit 
of Taize by Jenny Youngman.  Although written spe-
cifically for a youth audience, the materials could also 
be used to introduce the Taize-style worship to an in-
tergenerational context.  Includes ready-to-use prayer 
services and a CD with recordings of the Taize music.

Can’t Keep Quiet by Bryan Moyer Sud-
erman.  In the spirit of his first CD God’s 
Love is for Everybody, here’s another 
playful collection of worship “songs for 
small and tall,” ranging from folk and 

bluegrass to a touch of funk - including 14 original 
tunes.  

 
 
In 2005, for the second time, the World Council of 
Churches joins the United Nations International Day 
of Peace by inviting congregations worldwide to 
pray for peace - possibly using the same prayers - in 
all participating churches on September 21 or the 
Sunday preceding it.  For further information and re-
sources, see the World Council of Churches website, 
“Decade to Overcome Violence (2001-2010)” at www.
overcomingviolence.org/peace2005 or contact the 
Resource Centre for recommended prayers.

Available from the Resource Centre for a free preview loan. 
To purchase, call MPN at 1-800-245-7894.


