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Introduction for the Leader 
This script and PowerPoint in four parts seeks to help congregations related to 

Mennonite Church Canada to understand and implement the Resolution on Palestine 

and Israel that was adopted in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on July 6, 2016. The resolution  

is not anti-Semitic or against the State of Israel. It supports the idea that all people living 

in Israel and Palestine need a safe place to live and therefore does not take sides 

politically. It does take sides when it comes to justice.   

The Resolution suggests non-violent ways of stopping the violence and injustice 

that is taking place in Palestine and Israel. It is recommended that a copy of the 

resolution be made for each member of your group. See page 32. These copies will be of 

special use when you come to Parts 3 and 4.  

Building on the work of many previous workers and concerned persons, Byron 

Rempel-Burkholder of Winnipeg did foundational writing of the resolution while Palmer 

Becker of Kitchener did basic work on this PowerPoint presentation. D. Michael 

Hostetler, also of Kitchener, added artistic design and arrangement. This presentation 

was reviewed by Rabbi David Mivisair and approved by the Palestine and Israel 

Resolution Working Group of Mennonite Church Canada.  

This presentation is in four parts as follows:  

Part 1: “The Jewish People and their Quest for a Secure Home,” 

highlights the history of the Jewish people and gives reasons for 

their desire for a secure homeland. 

Part 2: “The Palestinian People and their Quest for Justice,” 

highlights the history of the Palestinian people and gives reasons 

for their resistance to the occupation of their territories.  

Part 3: “Why should we be involved?” interprets and seeks to apply 

Part 1 of the Resolution on Palestine and Israel. 

Part 4: “What are we resolved to do? “interprets and seeks to apply 

Part 2 of the Resolution. 

 

Before each class session or event, leaders should view the appropriate part of 

the PowerPoint to become familiar with it and prepare for discussion. It is suggested 

that one person read the script while another attends to advancing the frames. The bold 
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print at the beginning of a description will be that person’s cue for advancing. Some 

groups may want to combine Parts 1 and 2 and Parts 3 and 4 to create a two-part series.  

Be creative in the use of your time. The fifteen-minute length of the 

presentations will allow for creative extras such as: 

• Sharing by a Palestinian, Israeli or someone who has visited Palestine and 

Israel. 

• Showing the videos: “Israel and Palestine: An Animated Introduction” 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1033) or “Children of the Nakba” 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1034).   

• Presenting different points of view via a panel.  

 

Attached is a list of resources for parallel or further study. You will also find a 

letter template that your group members may use or adapt for writing to a company 

that is doing business with the Israeli settlements or the Israel Defense Forces.  

In particular, the following are relevant for our study:  

• MCC and Palestine and Israel is a free booklet available from 

Mennonite Central Committee (downloadable at 

www.commonword.ca/go/1035). You are advised to obtain a copy for 

each participant in your class or event. 

• “Kairos Palestine,” is a four-week congregational study prepared by 

Mennonite Palestine-Israel Network 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1036). 

• Mennonite Palestine-Israel Network (Menno-PIN), at 

https://mennopin.org is a grassroots network of Mennonites with a 

passion for peace with justice in Israel-Palestine.   

• Palestinian Memories by Alex Awad (www.commonword.ca/go/1037) 

is an excellent introduction to the Palestine and Israel situation. It 

should be required reading for the leader.  

• What is Palestine-Israel? by Sonia K. Weaver 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1038), provides answers to common 

questions. 
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Part 1 

The Jewish People 

and their Quest for a Secure Home 

Suggestions for the leader:  

1) Read this script and view the PowerPoint in advance to become acquainted with the 

material.  

2) Obtain and share with each participant “MCC and Palestine and Israel,” a free 

pamphlet available from Mennonite Central Committee (or downloadable at 

www.commonword.ca/go/1035). 

3) Consider inviting someone of Jewish faith or background to share their perspectives. 

4) Invite someone who has visited Palestine and Israel to share their experience.  

5) Become familiar with the resources suggested in the introduction.  

6) The following script follows the numbers of the PowerPoint slides.  

1. This is Part 1 of a four-part study called, “Pathways for Peace and Justice in 

Palestine and Israel.”  

2. This session is titled, “The Jewish People and their quest for a secure home.”  

3.  Since 1949 a total of nearly 300 Mennonite volunteers and mission workers have 

done relief, development, and peace work in Palestine and Israel. Currently 

Mennonite Central Committee has staff in East Jerusalem and works with partner 

organizations in the West Bank,East Jerusalem, Gaza, and Israel. Mennonite Church 

Canada places workers at Bethlehem Bible College and Nazareth Village. Christian 

Peacemaker Teams (www.cpt.org) have been doing peace and accompaniment 
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work in Hebron for over 20 years.  The region has been in conflict during the entire 

time of our involvements.1 

4.  How do we deal justly with this conflict? According to Jewish Israeli journalist Ari 

Shavit, “Intimidation (of the Jewish people) and occupation (of Palestinian 

territories by Israel) are the two pillars of our current condition. Most observers 

and analysts deny this duality. The ones on the left address occupation and 

overlook intimidation, while the ones on the right address intimidation and dismiss 

occupation. But the truth is that without incorporating both elements into one 

worldview, we cannot grasp the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”2 

5.  In these studies, we will explore both elements. This does not mean that the 

conflict has two equal sides. The State of Israel is the much stronger power and the 

controlling power.  

6.  We will explore the Palestine and Israel situation in four parts: 

Part 1,“The Jewish People and their quest for a secure home,” will seek to 

answer the question, “What underlies many Israeli Jews’ existential fear of 

again losing political control?”  

Part 2, “The Palestinian People and their quest for justice,” will describe 

the hardships brought by and resistance to the conquest, dispossession, and 

domination of Palestinian people that began in most of Palestine in 1948-49 

and expanded to all of Palestine in 1967.  

Part 3,“Why should we be involved?” offers and defends the eight 

statements in the “whereas” section of the Resolution on Palestine and Israel. 

Part 4,“What are we resolved to do?” suggests six actions that we can take 

to help bring about justice and peace.  

7. Let’s begin by asking the question, “Who are the Jewish people today? Most claim 

ancestry to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the ancient Hebrews of the Bible. 

                                            
1
 Alain Epp Weaver and Sonia K. Weaver, Salt and Sign, Mennonite Central Committee in 
Palestine, 1949-1999, Mennonite Central Committee, 1999 – www.commonword.ca/go/1207.  
2
 Ari Shavit, My Promised Land. 
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However, the Bible tells us that it was a “mixed multitude” that joined the Exodus 

and left Egypt. Judah married a Canaanite, Joseph an Egyptian, and Moses a 

Midianite. Later, Solomon took many wives from foreign countries. We also have a 

record in the Bible of foreign women such as Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth.  Since 

biblical times, while Jews have lived in many countries and cultures, their identity 

and consciousness has remained strong. Most Jews in Canada trace their origins to 

immigration from Eastern Europe in the last century, while most Jews in the State 

of Israel come from North African and Middle Eastern Jewish communities. Jews of 

European origins tend to dominate politically, culturally and economically. 

8. Public census data indicates that in 1939 the Jewish world population may have 

been 17 million. In 1945, after the Holocaust, this number is thought to have been 

reduced to 11 million. Current statistics vary, but there is a general consensus that 

the Jewish population has grown back to 15 million today.  

9. The number of Jewish people living in the State of Israel, estimated at 6.4 million, is 

about equal to the Jewish population of between 5.7 and 6.2 million living in the 

US plus approximately 385,000 in Canada. Other areas of strong Jewish populations 

include France, the United Kingdom, Russia, Argentina, Australia, Germany, and 

Brazil.  

10. Throughout history, Jewish people have been severely mistreated and abused. 

There are hundreds of incidents recorded in history where they have been denied 

their rights, driven from their homes, and massacred. Cases of hate and 

mistreatment continue to this day. 

11.   The Old Testament tells us that over time, the Israelite people were enslaved in 

Egypt, conquered by the Assyrians, exiled to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and 

almost extinguished by the Persians during Queen Esther’s time.  

12. In early history, the Greeks executed thousands and forced others into slavery for 

such practices as observing the Sabbath, circumcising their sons, and carrying the 

Torah in public. The Romans, who followed the Greeks, slaughtered 12,000 Jews at 

one time as they entered Jerusalem, burned others alive, forced some to become 

gladiators, and in AD 72 drove nearly all of them out of Palestine.  After the end of 
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Roman rule, early Christians were the primary source of prejudice and even hate 

toward Jewish people.3  

13.  During the Middle Ages Christians accused the Jews of having killed Jesus. Also, 

rumours spread across Europe that Jews were killing Christian children and putting 

their blood on their doorposts at Passover. For centuries, the time of Easter, which 

also is the time of Passover, brought widespread death and destruction to Jewish 

communities in Christian Europe.  In one instance, people identified as Christians 

burned one hundred fifty Jewish villages, massacring as many as 100,000. Other 

“Christian” persecutions of Jews include the Crusaders on their way to “freeing” 

Jerusalem, massacring entire Jewish communities (as well as Muslim and even 

unfamiliar Christian communities).  

14.  Persecution and antisemitism continued. During the Reformation and Spanish 

Inquisition (1463–1834), Queen Isabella of Spain expelled all Jews from her 

country, as other European Christian rulers had done before and after. Many 

became refugees in North Africa, Italy, Holland, Turkey, and parts of the Middle 

East.  Martin Luther encouraged his fellow European Christians to burn Jewish 

books, homes, and synagogues. Early Anabaptists were not entirely free of similar 

attitudes. 

15.  From the seventeenth to the nineteenth century in some parts of Europe, Jews 

were able to enter into the local cultures and societies. Jews became known for 

academic excellence, cultural contributions, and world trade.  Great musicians, 

artists, physicians, and scholars emerged from their ranks. However, continued 

discrimination forced many into poverty.  

16.  Unfortunately, negative stereotypes emerged. Many European Christians 

perceived Jews as being arrogant in public, dishonest in business, exploitive in sex, 

and controlling in politics. Jews were falsely perceived by some as people who 

wanted to rule the world.  

                                            
3
 Naftali Brawer, A Brief Guide to Judaism, London, (‘Constable and Robinson, Ltd., Part 2.)  
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17. Antisemitism, which means, “showing hostility, prejudice, and hate for the Jewish 

people,” became a strong phenomenon. Instead of being seen as resourceful 

people created in the image of God, many saw the Jews as being “a problem.” 

18.  When Adolf Hitler came to power, Jews in German-occupied areas were forced to 

wear the Star of David, with the word “Jew” inscribed in the local language. It 

served to isolate and dehumanize Jews, facilitate their separation from society, and 

ultimately led to their deportation and death.  

19.  In 1938 the horrors of the Holocaust began. Every office and officer of the Nazi 

regime was expected to help implement what became known as the “Final 

Solution” to what was known as “the Jewish Problem.” In a little over six years, 

two-thirds of European Jews, six million in all, plus other minority groups were 

executed, gassed, or starved to death. When it was over, the world was shocked by 

what had happened. Some people began to think that if the Jews would have had a 

homeland, the Holocaust would not have happened, or its effects would have been 

limited. 

20. The call for a Jewish state began in the 1890s with the rise of nationalism in 

Europe.  Theodore Herzl, a secular Jew who saw how Jews were widely excluded 

from and insecure in European society, wrote a book called The Jewish State
4 and 

founded the political Zionist movement. He envisioned bringing the Jewish people 

together into a Jewish state. Location was not the key issue for Herzl. Places in 

Argentina and Uganda were considered.  However, the vast majority of Jews saw 

Palestine, also known as the Land of Israel, as their historical homeland.   

21. Some Christians saw the return of Jews to their ancient homeland as desirable for 

both religious and sociological reasons.  An Anglican pastor named William Hechler 

led many Zionist sympathizers to interpret the Bible to say that a Jewish state 

would fulfill Old Testament prophecies. They spread a very damaging myth saying 

that Palestine was “a land without a people for a people without a land.” Many 

modern Christian Zionists still emphasize a view of Scripture that prioritizes specific 

                                            
4
 www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Zionism/herzlex.html  
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interpretations of prophecy regarding the Jews’ eventual return to the land over 

the attainment of justice for all people.  

22. The British in 1915 as a strategic move to gain their support against the Ottoman 

Empire in World War I promised Palestine to the Arabs.  Nevertheless, on 

November 2, 1917, Arthur James Balfour, Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the British 

Empire, wrote a letter that became known as the Balfour Declaration. It read, “His 

Majesty's government (the British Empire) views with favour the establishment in 

Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best 

endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object . . .”  

23. “it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the 

civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the 

rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.”
 5

 

24.  In 1922, after World War I, the British were given a mandate over Palestine by the 

League of Nations.  As both Jewish and Arab communities in Palestine agitated 

more and more militantly for independence, the British indicated their desire to 

give up their mandate.  In 1947, the United Nations voted 33 to 13 to partition 

Palestine with 56% to the Jewish people for the establishment of a Jewish state and 

43% to the Arab people for an Arab state. Jerusalem would become an 

international city.6 The night before the British mandate ended on May 15, 1948, 

representatives of the Jewish community in Palestine declared the State of Israel. 

25.  On the left in red is historic Palestine under the British Mandate. On the right, in 

yellow, is the 56% granted by the United Nations for the Jewish state.  

26. When Arab populations in the Middle East objected to the disproportionate 

allocation of land to the new Jewish state, ten months of armed conflict broke out 

between surrounding Arab countries and the army of the new State of Israel. By 

the time the armistace was put into effect in 1949, Zionist militias controlled 78% 

                                            
5
 For the story see, Alex Awad, Palestinian Memories, Bethlehem Bible College, 2008 – 

www.commonword.ca/go/1037.  
6
 Kairos Palestine, a moment of truth, Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian 

Church USA and Mennonite Palestine and Israel Network, 2016 – 
www.commonword.ca/go/1036.  
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of the land, which was incorporated into  the State of Israel.  The other 22% was 

occupied by the army of the Kingdom of Jordan and incorporated into that country, 

leaving none of the land under Palestinian political control.  Over 750,000 

Palestinians fled or were expelled from the new land of Israel and became refugees 

while 700,000 Jewish refugees, primarily from the aftermath of the Nazi Holocaust 

in Europe, found new homes in their place. The United Nations later adopted 

Resolution 194, acknowledging the Palestinians’ Right of Return to their homes but 

this resolution was disputed by the State of Israel and the injustice was never 

effectively addressed internationally. 

27.  In 1948 the State of Israel was officially formed. While Prime Minister Ben Gurion 

had other thoughts, in its official Declaration of Independence the State of Israel 

promised to offer “complete equality of social and political rights to all inhabitants 

irrespective of religion, race, or sex.”7 Worldwide, people were filled with hope that 

this new State of Israel would provide a safe homeland for the Jewish people.  

28.  A year later, after declaring itself as a “peace-loving nation,” the State of Israel was 

accepted into the United Nations. In its acceptance, the State of Israel agreed to 

abide by all UN resolutions, which would eventually include the “Right of Return” 

for Palestinian refugees displaced in 1948-49. 

29. Why was the State of Israel formed? In part because wave after wave of 

persecution and intimidation led many Jewish people to desire a safe place of their 

own in the land they historically identified as their ancient homeland. Other 

countries supported the establishment of the State of Israel for their own reasons, 

which included a strong sense of guilt, especially after the Holocaust.  

30.  The Mennonite Church Canada resolution does not question that the State of Israel 

has a right to exist.  Rather, it addresses how Mennonite Church Canada may be 

able to encourage Israel to fulfill the vision expressed by its founders in its 

Declaration of Independence. The question remains:  “What kind of country will 

the State of Israel hope to be?” There is great discussion on this question, both in 

Israel and internationally. Will it be a truly democratic country that protects Jewish 

                                            
7
 See Israel Declaration of Independence, Wikipedia Internet. 
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values and in practice extends equal rights to people of all religions and cultures?  

Or will it strictly be a state that by its very nature privileges Jews and disadvantages 

people of other religions and cultures, particularly the Arab Palestinian people 

whose roots are in that land?  

31. The Mennonite Church Canada Resolution on Palestine and Israel assumes the 

following: 

1) All forms of violence both by the Jews and the Palestinians need to be rejected, 

while Jewish and Palestinian groups that are working for a just peace need to be 

supported.  

32. 2) Anti-Semitic attitudes need to be recognized, lamented, and vigorously rejected. 

33.   3) The fear of some Jewish Israeli people that their safety and homes be threatened 

again needs to be understood and the right to exist for both the State of Israel and 

Palestine needs to be affirmed.  

34. 4) Calling the State of Israel to be accountable to international law and the United 

Nation’s Declaration of Human Rights is not anti-Israel or anti-Semitic. To the 

contrary, holding the State of Israel accountable to its promises is a way of showing 

love, promoting justice and a way of defeating rather than increasing antisemitism.  

35.   Discussion questions:  

1) Why do you think so many countries (33 - 13) in the United Nations 

voted for the formation of the State of Israel? Would they still vote 

that way? (Talk with your neighbour.) 

36. 2) What relationships have you had with Jewish people? What examples 

of antisemitism have you seen towards them?  

37.       3) The creation of the State of Israel came about in part in order to 

provide a safe homeland for the Jewish people. For most Zionists, this 

automatically means that the State of Israel must be a “Jewish state.” 

What do you see as positives and negatives of defining Israel as a strictly 

Jewish state?  
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Part 2 
 

The Palestinian People 

and their Quest for Justice 
 

Suggestions for the leader:   

1) Preview this script and the PowerPoint that goes with it. 

2) Ask if all have read “MCC and Palestine and Israel” or other assignments. 

3) Invite a Palestinian to share his or her perceptions and experiences. If one is not 

available, invite someone who has been to Palestine and Israel to share. 

4) Consider showing “Palestine/Israel – an Animated Introduction” (downloadable at 

www.commonword.ca/go/1033). 

5) Form a four-person panel to discuss the four positions named in the discussion section.  

6) Invite participants to share their most earnest questions about the Palestine and the 

State of Israel situation.  

 

39. This is Part 2 of a four-part study called, “Pathways for Peace and Justice in 

Palestine and Israel.”  

40. This session is titled, “The Palestinian People and their quest for justice and a safe 

homeland.”  

41.   In Part 1, we explored antisemitism and the long-term persecution of Jews causing 

some to fear the loss of political control over their homeland. In this session we 

want to understand why the State of Israel has occupied the West Bank, including 

East Jerusalem, Gaza and the Golan Heights and why Palestinians are resisting the 

continuing occupation of their homeland. The wounds of dispossession and 

occupation that began in 1948-49 and expanded in 1967 have not been healed. 
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42. First, let’s ask, “Who are the Palestinian people?” Like the Jewish people, they are 

a mixed Semitic people who claim Abraham as their ancestor. Palestinian ancestors 

have lived in historic Palestine for hundreds of years. Going back millennia, they are 

from a variety of backgrounds including mixed Hebrew, Assyrian, Egyptian, 

Philistine, Persian, and Crusader backgrounds.  

43.  Some Palestinian Christians date their faith back to Pentecost. While they became 

numerous, many converted to Islam during and after the 7th century.  In 1922, nine 

percent of the population of Palestine was Christian.  Due to emigration and other 

factors, that percentage has shrunk to one and a half percent today who belong to 

a variety of Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant denominations. Worldwide, 

there are approximately 500,000 Palestinian Christians. 

44.    Since 1948 many Palestinians have scattered throughout the world. The current 

world population of Palestinians is about 13 million compared to 15 million Jewish 

people. About 4 million Palestinians are classified as refugees. 

45. More than 4.7 million Palestinian people live in the West Bank and Gaza. Another 

1.5 million Palestinians live in the State of Israel as Israeli citizens. A combined total 

of 6.2 million Palestinians live in Palestine and in the State of Israel compared to 6.8 

million Jewish people living in the same area. It is anticipated that within ten years 

Palestinians may outnumber Jewish people in the combined area of Palestine and 

Israel. Currently, the total population of Israelis and Palestinians in Palestine-Israel 

is about 13 million.8  

46. In addition to these, there are about 7 million Palestinians who live outside of 

Palestine and Israel. Of these, 5.5 live in Mid-East countries; a million live in Central 

and South America with 255,000 living in the United States and 51,000 in Canada. 

In North America, Jewish people outnumber Palestinians by about 25 to 1. 

47. While the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 was a great joy for the Jewish 

people, it was a disaster for most Palestinians. They refer to it as the “Nakba,” 

which literally means disaster, catastrophe, or cataclysm. It was the beginning of 

                                            
8
 International Middle East Media Center. (Statistics do not include long-term Jordanian citizens 

of Palestinian background.) 



 14 

the loss of their land and freedoms.9 Note the sequence of losses in the next 

graphic.  

48. The first panel shows that in 1917 Palestinian people owned or lived on 88% of 

Historic Palestine. Jewish people owned 6%, as shown in white with the remaining 

6%, included in the green, owned by the Ottoman Empire.  

49. Panel 2 shows that in 1947 the United Nations designated 56% of Palestine (shown 

in white) for the establishment of the Jewish state. The West Bank and Gaza, 

constituting 44% of the land, were left for an Arab state. 

50. However, in the 1948 “War of Independence,” the militia and armed forces of the 

new State of Israel gained control over 78% of the land instead of the 56% 

designated by the United Nations. The green in panel 3 shows the 22% that was left 

for the Palestinians who at that time were part of the Kingdom of Jordan.   

51. The blue dots on this map represent the more than 520 villages and towns that 

were destroyed or depopulated during the Jewish military actions in 1948-49. 

Seven hundred fifty thousand Palestinian men, women, and children fled or were 

expelled from their homes and land.  Most fled to nearby areas including Gaza 

where they were under the administration of Egypt, to the West Bank and East 

Jerusalem where they were under the administration of Jordan, and to the 

countries of Lebanon and Syria. Meanwhile, over the next few years an almost 

equal number of Jewish refugees from Europe and other countries came to the 

State of Israel.  

52. In the Six-Day War in June 1967, the State of Israel occupied what remained of 

historic Palestine and soon began establishing settlements in it. Today only 12% of 

historic Palestine is under Palestinian administration and even that is still tightly 

controlled by Israel. The Palestinians see this continuing occupation of their land by 

the State of Israel as the key cause of the conflict between Palestine and the State 

of Israel.  

                                            
9
 See “The Story of the Palestinian People,” Part Two, of Palestinian Memories by Alex Awad, 

(Bethlehem Bible College) 2008 – www.commonword.ca/go/1037.  
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53. The blue dots represent 250 settlements on the West Bank today. The white strips 

show areas under Israeli military control. Only the areas in pink are nominally 

under Palestinian administration. Even in those areas, the Israeli military enters at 

will, arrests and detains Palestinians, controls all access points, water resources, 

airspace, electrical supply, and more.   

54.  Some Israeli settlements are small cities with more than 50,000 people living in 

them. Others are smaller, consisting of only a few dozen families.  Each settlement 

has modern infrastructure, schools, medical clinics, adequate water and security 

measures. Many people live in the settlements for economic reasons. For example, 

while a house in Tel Aviv cost $800,000, an equivalent house in a settlement might 

cost $200,000. Others see the settlements as a military strategy to take as much 

land as possible.  The number of settlements and the land they take is constantly 

growing. 

55.  The struggle in Palestine and the State of Israel is not primarily a struggle between 

two religions or between two races of people.  It is a struggle between two 

population blocks, each claiming Abraham as their ancestor, and each claiming the 

same land as their homeland. The blocks are not equal. One of the population 

blocks has great wealth and immense military power over the other. Many 

Palestinians today are feeling like the Israelites did in Egypt. 

56.  Most Palestinian resistance is nonviolent. However, out of frustration and anger, 

some Palestinians have violently resisted the occupation. Because of this 

resistance, Palestinians have sometimes been characterized as being terrorists. 

Palestinian resistance needs to be understood as a natural response to the injustice 

of the occupation. According to International Law, Palestinians have the right to 

resist occupation.   

57. Palestinian Christian leaders of all backgrounds in 2009 prepared a document called 

“Kairos Palestine”10 in which they clearly called the occupation of their land illegal 

and sinful.  Unitedly, they are calling Christians of the West to come to their aid by 

advocating for a just end to the occupation.  

                                            
10

 www.kairospalestine.ps  
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58.  It is now 50 years since the State of Israel first occupied the West Bank. Why does 

the State of Israel continue to occupy the West Bank? Three reasons have been 

given. 

59.  The first reason is religious.  Religious Zionists of Jewish heritage say that, along 

with the covenant people of ancient Israel of 3,000 years ago,  “God gave the land 

to us.”  They point to Genesis 15:18 where God chose Abraham and said, “To your 

descendants I give this land from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 

Euphrates.” Although the Bible says Abraham had two sons, Isaac and Ishmael, 

Jewish Zionists do not include the Palestinians who are descendants of Ishmael but 

only the Jews as the descendants of Isaac. 

60.  In reflecting on the religious justification for the continuation of the Israeli 

occupation of Palestine, we need to ask:  Why did God choose Abraham and his 

descendants? It was not because they were better or more special than other 

peoples. The Old Testament suggests that God had a purpose for them which was 

“to keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice” (Genesis 18:19). The 

promise is, “If you obey my voice and keep my covenant… you shall be for me a 

priestly kingdom and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5-6). “You shall become a great 

nation through whom all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). A 

key religious question today is whether the modern, secular State of Israel is 

fulfilling this call.  

61. When Abraham and Sarah came to the land that God had given them, ten other 

peoples were already living there. Abraham and Sarah entered peacefully and their 

presence became a blessing to the indigenous people. Abraham bought land from 

them and added value to their lives by living a life of righteousness and justice as 

commanded in Exodus 19:18.  

62. God’s commission to Abraham was, “Go from your country and your kindred…in 

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

63. The land of Israel is strategically located between the continents of Asia, Europe 

and Africa for the fulfillment of God’s call and commission to bless all people. The 

land was not merely a place to settle and use at the expense of others. It was given 

for a purpose.  
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64. As Christians, we understand our call as similar. In fact, Jesus came to the same area 

to which Abraham had been sent. We see ourselves as grafted on to the covenant 

people of God. (Romans 11:7).  We are to be a blessing to all peoples. (Matthew 

28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:18). Historically, we have often failed to fulfill this calling. 

States, calling themselves Christian, have exploited and conquered other peoples 

and the church has often cultivated racist attitudes, including antisemitism. We 

must continually guard against such attitudes and repent of them when they occur.  

65. A second reason for why the State of Israel continues to occupy the West Bank 

says, “We won it through war and therefore we own it.” In May of 1967 it 

appeared that Syria to the north, Jordan to the east, and Egypt to the south were 

preparing for an attack on the State of Israel. Israelis feared that control and the 

survival of their country was at stake. 

66.  So on June 5, 1967, the State of Israel made a preemptive strike in what became 

known as the Six-Day War. In six days, the State of Israel took the Sinai and the 

Gaza strip from Egypt, the West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan, and the 

Golan Heights from Syria.  

67. While many in the world were impressed, it was a sad time for the Palestinians. 

Twenty thousand Arabs and Palestinians died and about 300,000 more became 

refugees. In addition, the Palestinians lost many of their freedoms as all of the 

West Bank and Gaza came under military rule and East Jerusalem became illegally 

annexed by the State of Israel 

68. Because the 1967 war did not end in any kind of recognized agreement, the United 

Nations maintains that Palestinians still have a right to the land. UN Resolution 

194 states that Palestinians have the right to return or to be compensated. 

69. While international law states that a conquering country must either annex 

occupied territory or return it to its former residents, Israel has done neither, 

except in annexing Jerusalem. The State of Israel refuses to return the occupied 

land and is building settlements on it because they believe they won it through war 

from the Kingdom of Jordan.  
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70. Security is the third reason for the State of Israel continuing to occupy the West 

Bank. Because of the violent actions of some in resisting the occupation 

Palestinians are seen as terrorists. Mennonite Church Canada condemns the 

violence but supports their non-violent resistance to injustice. 

71. For this and other reasons, including the desire to claim more land, the State of 

Israel is building a separation barrier. At points it is nine meters tall and when 

finished will be 700 kilometers long. About 80% of it is being built on the 

Palestinian side of the Green Line that divided Israel from the West Bank before 

1967.  It often extends miles deep into Palestinian areas, effectively cutting 

Palestinians off from their land and incorporating that land into Israel.  In places 

where the wall passes through urban areas, it divides one Palestinian 

neighborhood from another separating them from their relatives, farms, 

opportunities for employment, and their places of worship. In general, the barrier 

is a great hardship for the Palestinian people! 

72.  Although the International Court of Justice and the Israeli High Court have both 

ruled it illegal, no action to halt or dismantle the barrier has been taken. In 

addition, the wall does not actually keep people out. Tens of thousands of 

Palestinians cross through incomplete parts of the barrier to work as 

undocumented laborers in Israel.  

73.  While the State of Israel has taken over the land of Palestine, a key humanitarian 

question remains: “What will the State of Israel do with the Palestinian people 

under its control?” There seem to be four options.  

74.   Some propose a Two State Solution. This is the official position of Canada11 and 

other Western countries. This option would require the State of Israel to give up 

control of the occupied territories and allow the Palestinians to establish their own 

state.  Due to the settlements, many believe that this is no longer a viable option.   

75.  A One State Solution has been proposed in which the State of Israel and Palestine 

would become one united nation. This state would need to assure the Jewish 

                                            
11

 http://www.international.gc.ca/name-anmo/peace_process-processus_paix/canadian_policy-
politique_canadienne.aspx?lang=eng  
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people of safety for their faith and culture while also granting citizenship and equal 

rights to the Palestinians. While careful work is being done on this option, some 

Israelis who fear loss of control and safety do not trust it.   

76.  A third option is to continue the status quo, a situation where one ethnic group 

maintains control over another similar to Apartheid. Some believe that to keep 

peace in this separateness, the State of Israel would need to provide the 

Palestinian people with generous educational, medical and other services. Many 

have observed that walls and segregation have not been successful and in the long 

run have only increased injustice and insecurity.  

77. Finally, the Israeli government could hope that due to hardship and loss of freedom 

the Palestinian people will simply leave. However, Palestinians are saying, “This is 

our homeland. We have been here for hundreds of years and we are here to stay!” 

This option adds up to a form of ethnic cleansing and is therefore unacceptable. 

78.  What is our response? Because of the cry for help from Palestinian Christians, 

Mennonite Church Canada adopted The Resolution on Palestine and Israel, which 

offers six pathways for peace and justice. Parts 3 and 4 of this study will examine 

the resolution part by part. 

79.  The Resolution invites us to make some basic commitments:  

-To study and cleanse our own attitudes,  

- To pray for the peoples of Israel and Palestine,  

 - To affirm that God wants ud to work for peace with justice so that the people of 

Palestine and Israel can live together in peace!   

80.  Discussion questions 

1. What reasons does the State of Israel have for continuing to occupy the 

West Bank?   

2. What reasons do the Palestinians have to resist the occupation? 
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81.  3. Which of the four possible “solutions” appears most viable to you?  

a. Two-state solution 

b. One-state solution 

c. The Status Quo  

d. Believing the Palestinians will leave. 

4.  What can we do to work for peace and justice?  
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Part 3 
 

Why should we be Involved? 
 

 
Suggestions for the leader:   

 

1) Preview the PowerPoint and review the script. 

 

2) Begin with a meditation on Micah 6:6-8 

 

3) Hand out the Resolution on Palestine and Israel adopted in July of 2016 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1041). 

 

4) Obtain and show a copy of the Kairos Palestine document, “A Moment of Truth”  

www.commonword.ca/go/1042  

 

5) Be prepared to lead the discussion at the end of the presentation.  

 

 

 

83. This is Part 3 of a four-part study called “Pathways to Peace and Justice in 

Palestine and Israel.” 

84. This presentation is called, “Why should we be involved?”  

85.  Some are saying, “This is a Middle-East problem. Let them work it out by 

themselves.” The Resolution on Palestine and Israel adopted by Mennonite 

Church Canada in Saskatoon on July 7, 2016 gives several reasons why as fellow 

believers in Christ we should be involved. Let’s look at these reasons one at a 

time. (Hand out copies of the resolution – www.commonword.ca/go/1041).  

86.  First, “we are called to follow Christ in the way of peace, doing justice, bringing 

reconciliation and practicing nonresistance.”    2 Corinthians 5:18 says that, “we 

have been given the ministry of reconciliation.”  

87.  Working for peace and justice is part of the Gospel. The Good News is about 

peace. We are a peace church because we are a Jesus church. We care about 

justice because Jesus cares about justice.   
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88. Second, “we believe God calls us to speak truth to power, urging our 

governments, institutions, and businesses to take peaceful and nonviolent 

action against injustice wherever it occurs.”  

89. We stand in the tradition of the Old Testament prophets who spoke truth to 

power. We are called to do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with our 

God (Micah 6:8). Our Mennonite Central Committee offices in Ottawa, 

Washington, and New York help us by urging our government and business 

leaders to take peaceful and nonviolent actions. Mennonite Church Canada has 

advocated for peace in numerous ways over the years. (See our legacy web 

page at www.mennonitechurch.ca/programs/peace/advocacy/).  

90. Third, we should be involved because “we hear continued pleas from 

Palestinian Christians that Western Christians take notice of the suffering of all 

Palestinians under Israeli occupation. We also recognize and lament the 

suffering of Israeli citizens.” 

91. In 2009, thirteen prominent Palestinian church leaders, representing almost all 

Christian denominations, prepared a document entitled “A Moment of Truth: A 

word of faith, hope, and love from the heart of Palestinian suffering” 

(www.commonword.ca/go/1042). Often referred to as the “Kairos Document” 

it is an earnest plea to Christians everywhere to help bring an end to the 

occupation.  

92. The Kairos document says we should be involved for a number of reasons. In 

summary, these leaders are telling us: 1) “Our refugees have been left 

stranded. For 65 years we have waited for the right to return!” 

93.  2) “7,000 of our citizens are in prison; many without just cause.”  

94. 3) “Checkpoints limit and humiliate us daily.” 

95. 4) “The separation barrier divides us from each other and our properties.” 

   96. 5) Since 2000, “More than 12,000 of our people, including 2,000 children, have 

died as a result of Israeli military activities.”  
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     97. 6) “More and more of our land is being taken by the settlers. Over eighty 

percent of the farmland around Bethlehem has been confiscated.”12  

      98. Israelis have 23 times more income, three times more water, and receive 

building permits 17 times more often than the Palestinians.  

     99.  Reason # 4 why we should be involved is: “we believe it is God's will that Israelis 

and Palestinians live with one another in peace, justice, freedom, and security.” 

Since we have accepted the legitimacy of the State of Israel, we should now also 

affirm Palestine’s right for self-determination.   

   100. It is not true that Arabs and Jews have been in eternal conflict. For hundreds of 

years, Jews and Palestinians lived quite peacefully with each other in historic 

Palestine.  The current conflict began with the influx of Jewish immigrants during 

the British Mandate and the forced displacement of Palestinians in 1947 and 

1948. 

   101. Unfortunately, the conflict is getting worse. There have already been two major 

uprisings called “Intifada” plus three major wars between Gaza and the State of 

Israel.  

   102. Hamas, an extremist group in control of Gaza, has complicated the peace 

process by firing small rockets into the State of Israel. While they have done very 

little damage, we denounce this form of resistance.  

   103. Why do we denounce violence? Because violence breeds violence! Stabbings 

and suicide bombings committed by some Palestinians only make matters worse.  

Palestinians say that the militant Israelis are the worst terrorists. Their military 

response has brought devastating terror and loss to the people of Palestine.  

   104. Fifth, we should be involved because “we lament Israel’s ongoing and 

increasingly entrenched military occupation and settlement of Palestinian lands 

                                            
12

 Alex Awad, former Dean of Bethlehem Bible College.  
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in contravention of international law, including its violations of Palestinians’ 

rights to movement and self-determination.”  

  105. Palestinian Christians are reaching out to fellow believers around the world saying, 

“We need your help! International law is being disregarded. The number of 

Christians is shrinking. The occupation of our homeland is a sin and must end!”  

The Palestine-Israel relationship is not one between two equal partners who are 

in conflict. This is a case of abuse. The abuse needs to be confronted!     

   106.  The Palestinian people and a variety of peace groups make four requests of the 

State of Israel: 1) First, to implement international law by ending its 50-year 

occupation of the West Bank, 2) to dismantle the Separation Barrier, 3) to ensure 

full equality for Palestinian citizens living in the State of Israel, and 4) to address 

the refugee problem.  

  107.  We should be involved because, # 6, “We hear Palestinian Christians urging fellow 

believers around the world to exert economic pressure on the settlements—through 

boycotts, divestment, and sanctions. BDS is one of the few remaining options to end 

the occupation and facilitate a just peace with the Palestinian people.” 

  108. Palestinians are willing to suffer to get freedom. Nonviolent economic action is 

one of the last remaining options for bringing about change in this desperate 

situation. In Part 4 of this study, we will explore what our resolution calls us to do. 

  109.  In addition to these reasons for Mennonite Church Canada’s response, there are 

two confessions we make even as we address the injustices we observe. First, “We 

recognize the complexity of the conflict between the State of Israel and Palestine.” 

This complexity requires us to work with care. 

  110. The complexity includes:  

• The long history of antisemitism 

• Cultural and religious differences between the Israelis and Palestinians 

• Ineffective leadership on both sides 
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• Strong lobbies that prevent wise, even-handed decisions.  

• Posttraumatic stress from the Holocaust for the Jews and from the Nakba 

for the Palestinians. 

• Unrest for both Israelis and Palestinians if Right of Return were actually 

implemented. 

111. Second, we acknowledge our own sins: “Even as we address the situation in 

Palestine and Israel, we confess our own complicity in the colonization and 

oppression of the Indigenous peoples of Canada, as well as our history of racist 

attitudes and behaviors toward Jews.”  

      112. We recognize that here in North America we are occupying indigenous land and 

sometimes have responded to Jews and others with racist attitudes and actions. 

Through the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, many churches are 

now seeking to work at undoing colonialism. The same lessons we have learned in 

the TRC can be used not only here in North America, but also in Palestine and Israel. 

We need to right wrongs wherever possible.  “We acknowledge our history of 

colonialism and racist attitudes.” 

113. Discussion questions: 

1. In Part 3 we have explored reasons for why we should become involvedin 

the Palestine-Israel situation. Which reason is the most compelling for 

you?  

    1) We are called to follow Christ in the way of peace. 

   2) God calls us to speak truth to power. 

    3) Palestinian Christians are pleading for our support. 

    

 

114.  4) Palestinians and Israelis are meant to live at peace. 

 5) We lament the State of Israel’s ongoing military occupation 

 6) Palestinians are urging the use of economic pressure. This requires us 

  to work with care 

  

 115. Discussion questions continued   
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2.   How can the abuse being experienced by the Palestinians be dealt 

with? 

   3.   What can we say to those who feel overwhelmed by the complexity 

 of the situation or say that our voices will have no effect? 
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Part 4 
 

What Are We Resolved to Do? 
 

 

Suggestions for the leader:  

 

1) Preview the PowerPoint and script. 

 

2) Invite stories from those who have Jewish or Palestinian neighbors.  

 

3) Have additional copies of the resolution available (www.commonword.ca/go/1041), as 

well as copies of the sample letter and resource list included at the end of this session. 

 

4) Prepare a letter for signatures to be sent to a company doing business with the 

settlements or to your member of Parliament. 

 

5) Be prepared to discuss how you might move forward to action in regard to the 

Palestine-Israel situation. Might a congregational working group be a possibility?  

 

 

117. This is Part 4 of a study called “Pathways to Peace and Justice in Palestine and 

Israel.”  

118. This final presentation asks the question, “What are we resolved to do? 

119. Part 1 has helped us to understand the Israeli people and their quest for a safe 

homeland. Part 2 has helped us to understand the Palestinians and their quest for 

justice. Part 3 has given us eight reasons why we should be involved in the Palestine 

situation.  Now we will explore what we are resolved to do.  

120. The Resolution on Palestine and Israel adopted in 2016 provides six actions we can 

take to help bring reconciliation and justice to the Palestine and Israel situation.  

121. First, we look to the gospel of Jesus Christ for guidance and grace in our responses 

to the Palestine and Israel context. 



 28 

122.  The Gospel calls us to be agents of reconciliation in this world. For this we need 

God’s grace, humility, and openness our own inner transformation toward the 

healing and hope God offers us in Christ.  

123.   Second, “we commit ourselves to ongoing prayer, searching, and discernment 

concerning the ways in which we, as congregations, communities, and church 

members, are impeding, facilitating, ignoring, or promoting the quest for a just 

peace between Palestinians and Israelis.”  

124.  We need to examine our attitudes and actions and commit ourselves to the 

healthy giving and receiving of counsel from each other and from our Palestinian 

and Jewish neighbors.  

125.  Third, We affirm the efforts of Israelis and Palestinians who are committed to 

non-violent ways of overcoming the injustice in their region. We commit ourselves 

to working in partnership with them and with Jews and Palestinians in Canada.”  
 

126.  There are over 400 non-government organizations including Mennonite Central 

Committee, Christian Peacemaker Teams, Serve Nazareth, and Mennonite Church 

Canada that are working with Israelis and Palestinians towards peace and 

understanding in their region. Here in Canada, too, we want to collaborate and 

work together with all who are standing for human rights and peace—including 

the many Jewish and Palestinian groups who are committed to nonviolent ways of 

confronting the injustices of the occupation.  

127.  Fourth, “We urge our member congregations to deepen their understanding of 

the Palestine-Israel relationship through the study of educational materials on the 

topic and to participate in learning tours to the region.”  

128. Excellent books, videos and resources are avaialbe for purchase, loan,  or 

download at Mennonite Church Canda’s resource centre, Common Word 

(www.commonword.ca/go/602).  
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129.  One way our Palestinian partners urge us to learn about their situation is to 

“come and see”—to join a learning tour. Mennonite Church Canada, Mennonite 

Central Committee, and Christian Peacemaker Teams can provide further 

information on tours they sponsor. There are also many other organizations that 

offer tours that go beyond tourism to awareness of the issues surrounding justice 

and peace.  

130.  The fifth statement of the Mennonite Church Canada resolution asks us to take 

economic action. It says, “We ask the Mennonite Church Canada General Board, 

regional churches, congregations, and members to avoid investing in or supporting 

companies that do business with Israeli settlements, the Israel Defense Forces, and 

companies that are profiting from the occupation of the Palestinian territories.”  

131. In 2005, 171 Palestinian groups representing citizens and refugees of the West 

Bank, Gaza, and Israel began the movement called Boycott, Divest and Sanctions 

which is endorsedThat movement by Palestinian Christian leaders in the Kairos 

Palestine document.   

132. In its fullness, the movement calls for 1) a non-violent end to Israel’s occupation of 

Palestinian lands, including the dismantling of the Separation Barrier, 2) full 

equality for Palestinian citizens of Israel and 3) the right of Palestinian refugees to 

return to their homes or be compensated for their loss. Our resolution focuses 

primarily on Part 1, which has to do with ending the occupation of the West Bank. 

By refusing to support Israeli military and settlement-related enterprises, we put 

pressure on the government of Israel to work toward a just peace for the 

Palestinian population.  

133. The BDS movement is not antisemitic or against the State of Israel. It does not 

hold prejudice, hate or hostility towards the Jewish people or the State of Israel. 

Its main goal is justice. 

134.  Our Resolution affirms a non-violent, legal, economic way to help end the 

occupation. It calls for us to refrain from doing  business with companies that 

support the settlements or the Israeli Defense Forces.  
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135. Nonviolent economic action is effective!  While the context is different, economic 

pressure from countries around the world has brought about positive changes to 

South Africa, the American Civil Rights Movement, and other settings.  

136. From whom might we divest?  Let’s look at three examples.  

137. Caterpillar Incorporated:  Caterpillar’s D-9 bulldozers have been used to demolish 

over 48,000 Palestinian homes, to uproot ancient olive groves, and to destroy 

agricultural farms and greenhouses. Upon learning about these terrible realities, 

TIAA, the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association, divested $73 million from 

Caterpillar stocks. This action encourages Caterpillar to refrain from doing business 

with the settlements.  

138.  A sample letter addressed to Caterpillar  is available for us to sign and send. Let 

me read the letter. (See the attached.) 

139. Hewlett Packard Inc., (HP) provides the electronic monitoring equipment for the 

occupation, the Israeli checkpoints, and the prison system in the West Bank.  

140. Concerned persons can let their convictions be known by divesting from HP stock 

and by refusing to buy HP computers, printers and other computer-related 

equipment. Emails can be sent to investorrelations@hp.com. 

141.  One successful economic protest that has had an impact occurred with ReMAX. 

After receiving hundreds of letters, and witnessing a demonstration at its annual 

meeting, ReMax announced that it will no longer receive income from the sale of 

Jewish settlement properties in the West Bank. This is an example of nonviolent 

economic action at work. 

142.  Some financial institutions like Meritas Funds (supported by Mennonite Church 

Canada’s pension plan), screen against all military investments. Your financial 

advisor may be able to assemble a more specific personal portfolio of stocks that 

do not support companies doing business with the settlements.  
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143. Our sixth and final resolve is to “encourage the government of Canada to support 

measures that put pressure on Israel (including economic sanctions) to end the 

occupation and to work for a just peace in accordance with international law.” 

144. Diplomacy needs our support. Over half of civil wars are ended through diplomacy 

rather than through military action.  We are encouraged to write letters to and 

make personal appointments with our Members of Parliament to encourage 

diplomatic rather than military solutions to the problems in Palestine and Israel. A 

current list of Canadian MPs can be found online. We also recommend an 

excellent “Advocacy Tool Kit”  from Mennonite Central Committee, which outlines 

how you and effectively call on your elected officials to take action on behalf of 

justice. (It is available online at https://mcccanada.ca/stories/mcc-canada-

advocacy-toolkit).  

 

145. Discussion questions:  

1. In Part 4, we have explored six pathways to peace and justice in Palestine-

Israel. Which of these six actions or resolutions do you feel is the most 

important? We are resolved: 

1) To look to the Gospel for guidance. 

2) To commit ourselves to onoging prayer and discernment. 

3) To commit ourselves to working with non-violent peace groups. 

4) To deepen our understandings through study and learning tours. 

5) To avoid investing in groups that profit from the occupation. 

6) To encourage the government of Canada to use diplomatic rather 

than military force to work for a just peace in Palestine and Israel. 

  146. 2.   To which of these actions are you personally willing to commit? 

3.  What are some next steps we as a congregation can take?  Might we 

establish a working group to help us take action?  
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147.    4.  How should we respond when other Canadians, particularly staunch 

supporters of Israel, criticize Mennonites for taking such actions?  What 

influence should criticism or praise have on our actions?  Why or why not?  

  

148. Reconciliation is the center of our work. It is hard work but there is no greater 

joy than to live a reconciled life and to help others to live the same.  
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Resolution on Palestine and Israel 
Adopted by Mennonite Church Canada, July 7, 2016 

www.commonword.ca/go/1041  
 

WHEREAS: 

1. We are called to “follow Christ in the way of peace, doing justice, bringing reconciliation and 

practicing nonresistance” (Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, article 22);  

2. We believe God calls us to speak truth to power, urging our governments, institutions, and 

businesses to take peaceful and nonviolent action against injustice where it occurs;  

3. We hear continued pleas from Palestinian Christians that Western Christians take notice of 

the suffering of all Palestinians under Israeli occupation; we also recognize and lament the 

suffering of Israeli citizens.  

4. We believe it is God's will that Israelis and Palestinians live with one another in peace, justice, 

freedom, and security;  

5. We lament Israel’s ongoing and increasingly entrenched military occupation and settlement 

of Palestinian lands in contravention of international law, including its violations of 

Palestinians’ rights to movement and self- determination.  

6. We hear Palestinian Christians urging us and fellow-believers around the world to exert 

economic pressure on Israel--through boycotts, divestment, and sanctions—as one of the 

few remaining options to end the occupation and facilitate a just peace with the Palestinian 

people;  

7. We recognize the complexity of the conflict between the State of Israel and Palestine.  

8. Even as we address the situation in Palestine and Israel, we confess our own complicity in the 

colonization and oppression of the Indigenous peoples of Canada, as well as our history of 

racist attitudes and behaviours toward Jews—  

 

BE IT RESOLVED:  

1. We look to the gospel of Jesus Christ for guidance and grace in our responses to the Palestine 

and Israel context.  

2. We commit ourselves to ongoing prayer, searching, and discernment concerning the ways in 

which we as congregations, communities, and church members are impeding or facilitating, 

ignoring or promoting, the quest for a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis.  

3. We affirm the efforts of Israelis and Palestinians who are committed to non-violent ways of 

overcoming the injustice in their region; we commit ourselves to working in partnership with 

them and with Jews and Palestinians in Canada.  

4. We urge our member congregations to deepen their understanding of the Palestine-Israel 

relationship through the study of educational materials on the topic and through 

participation in learning tours to the region.  

5. We ask the Mennonite Church Canada General Board, regional churches, congregations, and 

members to avoid investing in or supporting companies that do business with Israeli 

settlements and the Israel Defense Forces, and companies that are profiting from the 

occupation of the Palestinian territories; and  

6. We encourage the government of Canada to support measures that put pressure on Israel 

(including through economic sanctions) to end the occupation and work for a just peace, in 

accordance with international law.  
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Palestine and Israel Working Group of Mennonite Church Canada 

 

Resources for study and action 
 

This list has been carefully compiled to help congregations and individuals study and put 

into action the resolution on Palestine and Israel that was passed at the assembly of 

Mennonite Church Canada in July 2016. All are downloadable at CommonWord (links 

provided in the descriptions). Many other books, videos and other resources are also 

available for in-depth study of the issues confronting Palestine and Israel today; the ones 

listed on pages 2 and 3 are the top recommendations of the working group.  

 

 

Background information for individual or group reading 

1. The Resolution on Palestine and Israel. The text of the resolution, including the 

background preamble, is downloadable at: www.commonword.ca/go/1041. (See #5 

below for study guide.) 

2. Mennonite Church Canada Resolution on Palestine and Israel: FAQ. This document 

answers the main questions that Mennonite Church Canada staff have received about the 

resolution. Available online at: www.commonword.ca/go/827.  

3. Kairos Palestine: A Moment of Truth. This is the 2009 statement created by leaders of 

all major Christian groups in Palestine, calling the global church to stand with them 

against the injustices of the State of Israel’s occupation of Palestine. This call was a 

major reason for the Mennonite Church Canada resolution. Available online at: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1042 

4. MCC and Palestine and Israel: Commonly Asked Questions. This nine-page 

brochure, available electronically and in hard copy from MCC offices, provides a handy 

reference for basic background information on Palestine and the State of Israel, based on 

MCC’s decades of humanitarian and advocacy work in the region. Available online at: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1035.  

 

Study guides 

5. Pathways for Peace and Justice in Palestine and Israel. This four-session 

script and power point, designed by resolution co-mover Palmer Becker, 

introduces church members to the background and content of the Mennonite 

Church Canada resolution. Each session includes about 20 minutes of 

presentation, followed by discussion questions. The sessions include: Part 1: 

“The Jewish People and their Quest for a Secure Home.” Part 2: “The Palestinian 

People and their Quest for Justice.” Part 3: Why should we be involved? 

(Interprets and seeks to apply Part 1 of the Resolution). Part 4: What are we 
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resolved to do? (Interprets and seeks to apply Part 2 of the Resolution.) These 

four parts can be adapted in a modular way, depending on the group’s level of 

awareness, or use of other resources. Available online at: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1032   

 

6. Kairos Palestine: A Moment of Truth: Four-Week Congregational Study Plan. This 

four-week series, prepared by member of Mennonite Church USA, explores the Kairos 

statement from Palestinian church leaders that provided the motivation and the 

foundation for the Mennonite Church Canada resolution. Some of the applications to the 

US context will need to be adapted to the Canadian context, but overall, this is an 

excellent introduction to the perspective of Palestinian Christians. Available online at: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1036.  

Supporting resources  
 

Books 

 

1. Under Vine and Fig Tree: Biblical 
Theologies of Land, edited by Alain Epp 

Weaver (2004). This book examines ways 

in which the Bible has been used to justify 

violence and dispossession and ways it can 

be received as a life-giving word for 

Palestinians and Israelis wishing to co-exist 

in peace and harmony. Includes discussion 

questions, action suggestions, maps and a 

timeline. Available from CommonWord: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1043.  

 

2. Whose Land? Whose Promise? by Gary 

Burge. An exploration of Christian 

attitudes towards the politics and theology 

surrounding the State of Israel and 

Palestine through personal anecdotes and 

biblical exegesis, written by Wheaton 

College professor Gary Burge. Available 

from CommonWord: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1049.   

 

3. Palestinian Memories: The Story of a 
Palestinian Mother and Her People, by 

Alex Awad. The story of one Palestinian 

family’s experience of “The Nakba” (catastrophe), when hundreds of thousands of 

Palestinians became refugees in the wake of the Arab-Israeli war in 1948. Includes a 

NEW IN SPRING 2017  
 
What is Palestine/Israel? 

Answers to Common 

Questions, by Sonia K. Weaver. 
An updated version of this 
popular 64-page primer, 
originally produced by MCC in 
2004. Available from Herald 
Press and CommonWord in 
spring, 2017. 

 
Palestine Justice Exercise. A 
one-hour interactive learning tool 
to help groups learn about the 
history of Palestine and Israel as 
a way of understanding the 
present context. Modeled on the 
KAIROS Blanket Exercise¸ it 
invites the participants to 
experience the loss of land, as 
Indigenous Peoples have 
experienced that loss in Canada. 
Available from MCC and 
CommonWord in spring, 2017. 
 

NEW IN SPRING 2017  
 
What is Palestine/Israel? 

Answers to Common 

Questions, by Sonia K. Weaver. 
An updated version of this 
popular 64-page primer, 
originally produced by MCC in 
2004. Available from Herald 
Press and CommonWord in 
spring, 2017. 

 
Palestine Justice Exercise. A 
one-hour interactive learning tool 
to help groups learn about the 
history of Palestine and Israel as 
a way of understanding the 
present context. Modeled on the 
KAIROS Blanket Exercise¸ it 
invites the participants to 
experience the loss of land, as 
Indigenous Peoples have 
experienced that loss in Canada. 
Available from MCC and 
CommonWord in spring, 2017. 
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section of theological and political reflection by Awad, a leading Palestinian pastor 

and teacher. Available from CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/1037 

 

4. Chosen? Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, by Walter 

Brueggeman (2015). One of America’s top biblical scholars answers questions often 

asked about how the Bible addresses issues of Palestine and the State of Israel today. 

Available from CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/376  

 

5. Justice and only Justice: A Palestinian Theology of Liberation, by Naim Ateek 

(1990) is a foundational exploration of liberation theology from a Palestinian 

perspective, exploring biblical and theological issues in the context of present-day 

violence, oppression and dispossession. Available from CommonWord: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1048.  

6. The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the heart of the Middle East, by Sandy 
Tolan (2006). This is a well-researched narrative of two people on opposite sides of 

the Palestinian/Israeli divide finding their common humanity. Available from 

CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/1061.   

7. Anxious for Armageddon: A Call to Partnership for Middle Eastern and Western 
Christians, by Don Wagner. This book includes a riveting account of Wagner’s 

personal journey toward a view of the Palestine/Israel situation that takes seriously 

God’s call to justice and human rights. Available from CommonWord: 

www.commonword.ca/go/1062.  

8.  MCC Canada Advocacy Toolkit is a seven-chapter resource that answers the what, 
where, how and why questions of being involved in advocacy for change. It includes 

samples for a letter to a Member of Parliament, a press release, and a petition 

statement. It is available at https://mcccanada.ca/stories/mcc-canada-advocacy-

toolkit.  

 

Discussion papers 

9. Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: A question for the church. MCC Peace Office 

Newsletter, July-September, 2012. 12-page newsletter with articles by assorted 

authors associated with MCC. Available by request from Ottawa@mcccanada.ca or at 

CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/1046.  

10. Christian Zionism and Peace in the Holy Land. MCC Peace Office Newsletter, July-

September 2005. 12-page newsletter with articles by assorted authors closely 

associated with MCC. Available by request from Ottawa@mcccanada.ca or at 

CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/1047.  
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Videos 

11.  Israel and Palestine: An Animated Introduction. Produced by Jewish Voice for 

Peace, this 6-minute video gives a succinct overview of the State of Israel’s modern 

history and the obstacles to peace. Watch online at: www.commonword.ca/go/1033.   

12.  Children of the Nakba. Produced by Mennonite Central Committee in 2005, this 25-

minute video introduces us to the lives of Palestinian refugees. Study guide available. 

Watch online or borrow from CommonWord: www.commonword.ca/go/1034.   

13. With God on Our Side. A 2010 exploration and critique of Christian Zionism from 

the perspectives of Palestinian Christian leaders and international observers who 

believe that a new path of reconciliation between Palestinians and Israelis is possible. 

Available from Common Word: www.commonword.ca/go/1051.   

 

Other church-related organizations working in peace advocacy for Palestine and 

Israel 

(all have extensive links and resources; starred ones have resources for economic 

actions) 

 

Mennonite Central Committee Canada: www.mcccanada.ca 

*Mennonite Palestine Israel Network (MennoPIN): www.mennopin.org 

*American Friends Service Committee (Quakers): www.afsc.org 

*Canadian Friends of Sabeel: www.necefsabeel.ca 

*United Network for Peace and Justice in Palestine and Israel: www.unjppi.org 

 

 

Related resources can be found at www.commonword.ca/go/602   
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Caterpillar Customer Interaction Center  
501 SW Jefferson Street  
Peoria, IL 61614  
USA 
 
Dear Caterpillar Executives, 
 
Through learning tours and staff members on the ground in Palestine-Israel, we 
have learned that D9 Caterpillars are being used as “weapons” against the 
Palestinian people. Since the occupation in 1967, more than 48,000 homes have 
been destroyed, often leaving families without shelter. Many olive groves have 
been uprooted leaving farmers without income. Your caterpillars have facilitated 
much of this destruction. 
 
As a community of Christian faith we know that God loves all people equally. This 
means that all have the same basic human rights and therefore should enjoy 
safety and access to adequate economic resources. We therefore ask that you 
immediately stop providing bulldozers or other equipment that can be used as 
weapons against the Palestinian people.  
 
To indicate how strongly we feel about this, we are letting you know with this 
letter that if you continue to supply equipment for destructive use on the West 
Bank that we are prepared to take non-violent economic action against your 
company by asking our congregation and members to boycott your products. We 
are also taking this action toward other businesses and industries that are 
profiting from their involvement in building settlements on the West Bank or that 
support the Israeli Defense Forces. In addition we will instruct the General Board 
of our denomination to divest retirement funds from Caterpillar stocks.   
 
We want to make it clear that we are not doing this out of hate or prejudice 
toward the Jewish people. Our intent is to help both Israel and Palestine toward 
peace and justice.  
 
Your response will be appreciated, 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerned members of Waterloo North Mennonite Church 
100 Benjamin Road, Waterloo, ON.  N2V 2J9 
 
cc: Government of Israel / Ambassador to Canada 
      Palestinian Authority 
      Government of Canada  


