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Legacy
an exhibition by 
Anita Kroeger

REVERENCE  
 Icons and    
 Motorcycles

Anita Kroeger uses her art to help reconcile her family’s twin 
legacies of pain and courage.

Legacy explores how Kroeger processes her family’s experi-
ence of oppression, war and dislocation. Her parents fled the 
Soviet Union during the Second World War. They lost their 
home in the Ukraine and nearly everything the family had 
built there over generations. Kroeger’s art reflects that sense 
of loss, but also speaks to a legacy of resilience that helped 
her family rebuild their lives in Canada. 

Kroeger’s artworks ask questions about the nature of oppres-
sion, the meaning of exile, and the ways in which the past 
informs the present. Her pieces, initially meant to be a private 
acknowledgement of the pain and suffering experienced by her 
family and others, she now shares with the public in a realization 
of how many have experienced similar journeys of oppression, 
loss and perseverance. 

Visitors are invited to experience Legacy and, through it, con-
sider the legacies left to them by their families and forebears.

Anita was raised in a family where creating art was an everyday event. 
Her late father was an accomplished artist and designer, as are her 
sisters. Working in a variety of mediums, Anita’s influences include 
artists such as Frieda Kahlo, Hannah Hoch, Robert Rauschenberg and 
Shepard Fairey. Newly retired from her urban planning career, Anita 
is seizing the opportunity to focus her energy and efforts on creating 
new art and promoting and exhibiting her repertoire of work.

“Images of icons and motorcycles have been deeply imbed-
ded in my psyche since childhood. Eventually they found plac-
es within the realm of my artistic expression as it has matured 
and become increasingly aligned with my inner workings. 

A wide range of powerful, apparently contradictory, impulses sit 
side by side within me, knitted together like yin and yang, striking 
a balance between differences that alternately gain ascendancy 
for a time. They reflect the struggle to maintain lofty spiritual ide-
als while continuing to struggle against human weakness. 

Both icons and motorcycles are treated with reverence when 
I approach them in my art work. The icon subjects I revere for 
their beauty, spiritual and historical references, and the direc-
tion, desire and hope they encompass. The motorcycles I also 
respond to as objects of beauty and power, as they offer the 
possibility of transformational experiences. 

Labouring to produce these images creates a space in my mind 
for contemplation of things to come and memories of experi-
ences that have already occurred. Both types of imagery allow 
me to transcend the mundane and aspire to experience deeper, 
richer engagement with intense, ineffable aspects of life.” 

Michael Boss is an artist and educator living in Winnipeg, Canada. His 
artwork ranges from drawing and painting to photography, sculpture, 
installation, performance and writing. His work has been exhibited 
across Canada, in the United States, Australia, Germany and Ukraine. 

 Michael Boss

TWO EXHIBITIONS: JANUARY 25 - MARCH 9    OPENING JANUARY 25, 7:30PM

Anita Kroeger, Red Terror

Mandylion



Exhibitions
The gallery generally hosts six exhibition time slots per 
year — either one exhibition using both levels or, most 
often, different exhibitions on each level. Contact Ray 
Dirks at rdirks@cmu.ca for exhibition information. 

Mailing list
To receive information on all upcoming exhibitions 
join our mailing list by contacting Selenna Wolfe at 
swolfe@cmu.ca or 204 487 3300, ext 344. 

Thank you
To all who make donations, large and small, we thank 
you for helping this unique gallery continue to thrive 
and make a difference. 

a piece of strong cloth on which to paint a picture — CanvasCANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY

DONATIONS
The MHCGallery is a program of Canadian Mennonite University. It is 100% 
funded, from hammers and nails to salaries, by donations. Your support is 
what keeps the gallery alive. 

donation options:
• by cheques payable to Canadian Mennonite University, MHCGallery on 
the memo line, mailed to 500 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 2N2
• online at cmu.ca/donate (by credit or debit card) See drop down tab to 
designate the gallery. 
• make a monthly commitment using the online portal or by contacting 
Selenna Wolfe at swolfe@cmu.ca or 204.487.3300, ext. 344
• bring a donation when you visit the gallery in person

Ahmed El Sharif

Ahmed El Sharif of Khartoum, 
Sudan, passed away suddenly 
Dec. 21, 2018. Ahmed was a 
fabulously talented artist and 
a wonderful friend. He was 
gracious, kind-hearted, decent, 
generous, loved to make fun 
and to laugh. His art came 
to him effortlessly, as did his 
charm. I had the great privilege 
to spend time with him in both 
Sudan and Canada, having 
brought him to Winnipeg twice, 
to exhibit at the MHC Gallery 
and to travel together related 
to the Art out of Sudan touring 
exhibition. I will always cherish 
my time with him in Khartoum, 
including sharing the feast at 
the end of Ramadan in the late 90s, and out into the Sahara. 

Ahmed, without complaint, suffered the past several years, primarily due to diabetes. In the end, he was struck 
down by a fatal heart attack.

Remember his cousin, Isam Aboud, in your thoughts and prayers. Isam lives in Winnipeg, is also an artist and a 
good friend of mine and the MHC Gallery. Isam and Ahmed were very close. These are tough days. Ray Dirks

NEXT: Exhibitions by Melissa Coyle and Sandra Campbell open on March 15.

If you haven’t yet seen Crossroads, the current exhibit at the Gallery, it’s open till January 19 and well worth 
the visit. Pick up a free brochure on the information table near the entrance. The brochure, a great keepsake on 
the exhibition, includes an essay by Lisa Kehler along with images from the show. In addition, see an article about 
the exhibit in Galleries West online magazine. 

Leap in Faith project to conclude in 2019
The Leap in Faith project requires additional donations. If interested in helping bring the final phase of the project, 
a full colour book revealing and celebrating the diversity of spiritual traditions in Manitoba, from Indigenous to 
those of recently arrived immigrants and refugees, please, contact us for details. rdirks@cmu.ca 

A painting of Ahmed el Sharif in Manitoba by Ray Dirks. Inset, Ray and Ahmed painting 
together and a painting by Ahmed.
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