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“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11

Worship Resources for

Many Peoples Sunday
May 4, 2008

Mennonite Church Canada Witness. 

 
This worship resource, which emphasizes the multicultural and multiracial nature of Mennonite 
Church Canada, was prepared by Dan Nighswander, who enjoys worshiping with many peoples 
in very diverse styles in Canada and in South Africa, where he is now serving on behalf of 
Mennonite Church Canada Witness. 

Introduction: 
Mennonite Church Canada has become ethnically and racially diverse. On any given Sunday our 
churches worship God in fourteen languages. Our potluck meals include bannock and borscht, 
spring rolls and cabbage rolls, samosas and sushi. This variety is God’s intention for the church 
and is a great blessing to us. So it is right and good that we acknowledge and praise God, because 
“once [we] were not a people, but now [we] are God’s people” (1 Peter 2:10) – all of us together.

The obvious way to celebrate Many Peoples Sunday is to worship with people from many 
cultures and languages. Consider these worship plan options: 

Plan a joint worship service with a church that differs culturally and linguistically

Invite a preacher and music team from an ethnicity that differs from that of most of your 
church members. 

Draw on the various languages and ethnicities that are available in your church and 
community. 

Sing praises in a variety of languages – it will help you to prepare for heaven (Revelation 7:9-
12)!

 Share a multicultural potluck meal in anticipation of the heavenly feast (Revelation 19:9). 

Here are some suggestions to help you plan your multicultural worship. 

Theme:
Jesus prayed, “All mine are yours, and yours are mine” (John 17:10). Jesus included all of his 
followers in one family of faith. His followers belong to God and they also belong to each other. 
Today we especially recognize that this includes people of many languages, cultures, and origins. 
We are destined to worship God together. Let’s start now. 
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Suggested songs:

This would be a good Sunday to sing hymns that can be sung in more than one language and 
songs that originate in other cultures, such as Japanese (HWB 7, Here, O Lord, your servants 
gather) or native American (HWB 9, Jesus A, Nahetotaetanome). Bryan Moyer Suderman’s 
God’s Love is for Everybody (www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/�84) is a good introduction to the 
theme. Further possibilities are:

From Sing the Journey (SJ), Sing the Story (SS), and Hymnal: A Worship Book (HWB):

SJ 9  Come, now is the time to worship (draw attention to “one day ev’ry knee   
  will bow” as God’s intention for a multicultural, multiethnic, multilingual  
  church)
SS 106   Comme un souffle fragile (Like a tender breath, stirring) - French
HWB 367 For the healing of the nations 
HWB 322  For we are strangers no more
SJ 2  Hamba nathi (Come, walk with us) - Zulu
SS 117   How can I say
HWB 306 In Christ there is no East or West
HWB 371 Let there be light, Lord God 
SJ 72  One is the body 
SJ 64   Somos el cuerpo de Cristo (We are the body of Christ) - Spanish
HWB 460 Una espiga (Sheaves of summer) - Spanish (if you celebrate communion)
HWB 407 We are people of God’s peace
HWB 307 Will you let me be your servant 

GATHERING– if possible, present these words in several languages, simultaneously, or one 
after another: 

 
Call to Worship:
Psalm 68:32-35:
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord,
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; and whose power is in the skies.
Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel;
He gives power and strength to his people.
Blessed be God! 

Invocation:
Creator of humanity, in the dignity of your own image;
Redeemer of humanity, in our common, desperate need;
Sustainer of humanity, in our shared longing for your blessing:
We are your people, your children.
Together with all your children of every nation, race, people, and tongue we gather in your 
presence to sing your praise. Accept our humble offering of thanks and worship, we pray, for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus, by whose death we are made your children, sisters and brothers together. 
Amen. 

Words of Praise:
HWB 680 

www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/284


CONFESSING 
SJ 132
or
Confession of Sin:
Holy God,
We dare to come before you only because we know you are full of steadfast mercy.
We confess that even though we call you our Parent we are not worthy of you.
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, soul and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours, even our sisters and brothers in faith, as we love ourselves.
We have acted as if we are not your children and pretended that we don’t belong to you.

Forgive, we pray, our failures to do what we ought to do and our shameful success in doing what 
we ought not to do.
In your mercy, prompt us and strengthen us to become the people you intend us to be,
both individually and all together.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our only hope. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness:
1 John 1:5-7 

Now this is the message that we have heard from him and proclaim to you: God is light, and in 
him there is no darkness at all. If we say, “We have fellowship with him,” while we continue to 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not act in truth. But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, 
then we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus cleanses us from all sin. 

Confession of Faith: 
SJ 135 – Hispanic/English Creed
HWB 716 

Prayer:
SJ 142 – (consider changing “nations” to “cultures” in first line)
HWB 720 

HEARING GOD’S WORD
Scripture selections and sermon seeds: 
A. In churches that attend to the liturgical calendar, May 4 is the Seventh Sunday of Easter. 
It falls between Ascension Day (Thursday, May 1) and Pentecost (May 11). The Common 
Lectionary assigns the following scriptures for this Sunday:

Acts 1:6-14 – After Jesus’ ascension into heaven, his followers wait prayerfully for the 
promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit to empower them to be “witnesses in Jerusalem 
(‘across the street’), in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (‘around the 
world’).” Reflect on how that has come to be true in our experience. “Across the street” is 
ethnically very much like “around the world” in many parts of Canada. Do the demographics 
of our church reflect the demographics around us? How are we witnessing to people of many 
cultures and languages in our neighbourhood? 
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Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 – This Psalm ascribes praise to God in words appropriate for 
celebrating Jesus’ ascension, including his care for widows, orphans, and “the desolate.” Use it 
with the passage from Acts or the passage from 1 Peter.

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 – Christians can expect to suffer for their faith – as Christians all over 
the world have suffered and now suffer – but God will “himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you” in the end. Most of the ethnicities in our churches came to Canada because 
of persecution. First Nations people suffered persecution at the hands of the newcomers. Many 
of the more recent immigrants are from countries where persecution of Christians continues. 
Share stories of persecution for faith from a variety of countries. Put that into the context 
of Jesus’ prayer for the protection of his followers (John 17:11 – extend the reading into the 
following verses, especially verses 14-16, to elaborate on this).

John 17:1-11 – Jesus’ prayer before his death anticipates the glory of the cross but also of the 
resurrection and ascension. He also recognizes that his followers remain on the earth when he 
has returned to God’s presence, and he prays that they will be protected and unified. Explore 
the threats to Christian unity that arise from culture and tradition.  

B. Churches that aren’t following the liturgical cycle may choose to reflect on the 
multicultural and multiracial nature of the church by focussing on one of the following:

Ruth – In this story we see how a non-Jew joined the people of God and became part of salvation 
history, one of Jesus’ direct ancestors. Naomi and Boaz model how to incorporate people of 
different cultures and religious backgrounds into our churches and families.

Acts 2:1-14 – On Pentecost the Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to share the gospel with 
people of every ethnicity – Greek ethnos, v. 5. When read alongside the story of the Tower of 
Babel (Genesis 11:1-9 – check the Ted & Lee version in The Creation Chronicles DVD www.
mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/585) we observe that Pentecost did not “reverse” the multiplication of 
languages, but rather blessed the variety of languages by using them all to spread the gospel 
message and to glorify God.

Acts 10:34-36 – Peter discovers that God accepts people of every ethnicity – the Greek word 
usually translated “nation” is ethnos, not meaning a nation-state but a people. This discovery is 
the most shattering change in world-view that early Christians experienced – and the opening 
through which we gentiles come into the family of faith. What does it say to the question of 
“Mennonite ethnicity?”

Revelation 7:9-12 – John foresees a time when people of every ethnicity – ethnos is used again 
– tribe, people, and language will worship God together. This scripture, perhaps combined with 
the ascension theme, draws our attention to our future hope, which brings together people of 
all ethnicities at the feet of Jesus in worship. Focus on the many expressions of worship that are 
enhanced by cultural influences (language, dance or not-dance, musical styles and instruments, 
congregational participation, seating arrangements, etc.). 

Children’s time ideas:

1. Present the two person dialogue between Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1: 1-18) on page 5, 
emphasizing that Naomi helped her Moabite daughter-in-law find a welcome among her Jewish 
people. Wonder together about how God helped Naomi’s people accept Ruth, the Moabite.

2. If you have a congregation with a variety of ethnic groups, invite a person from one tradition 
to share how he/she feels united with the congregation in worship. Provide a translator to ensure 
that the children understand.
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3. Ask a recent immigrant to wear “ethnic dress” and talk about where they come from, noting 
that in the church we are now all one family, no matter where we come from.

4. Sing a song about the culturally-inclusive church (e.g., God’s love is for everybody) 

RESPONDING AND SENDING
Offering Prayer:
HWB 750 

Benediction:
As we go from this place, be blessed by the knowledge that you belong to Jesus, you belong to 
God. Look around: you are surrounded by sisters and brothers who also belong to God. One day 
the whole family of God’s children will gather to sing in every language and worship in every 
expression of praise. We have practiced for that today.

Now, as you go out from here, share the grace of Jesus Christ with each other. Be immersed 
together in God’s love. Enjoy fellowship in the Holy Spirit with your sisters and brothers.

Amen. 

Children’s Story:
Ruth Joins Naomi’s People (Ruth 1: 1 – 18) 

by Elsie Rempel *

 (Props: create a traveling ‘path’ to Bethlehem with masking tape or string on the floor. Ruth and Naomi 
can wear shawls. Ruth and Naomi talk as they slowly walk along the path to ‘Bethlehem’)

Naomi: Hello, oh, it’s so good to see some children for a change. Children always cheer me up 
a little. My daughter-in-law, Ruth, and I have been walking for many days, and we haven’t met 
many children on the road. You see, we don’t have any of our own children, at least not any more. 
I had two fine sons once, Mahlon and Chillion, but they died. (If the group is small, invite them to 
walk with you.)

Ruth: Yes, they died, but you still have two daughters-in-law, mother. Don’t forget; we still love 
you.

Naomi: Of course, of course. Yes, you and Orpah are good to me. Are you sure you don’t want 
to go back to your Moabite family like Orpah did, so that her parents can find a new husband for 
her. 

Ruth: How often must I tell you, Naomi? I do not want to leave you or your God. Your God has 
become my God, and your people will become my people when we get to Bethlehem.

Naomi: I hope so. It’s been a long time since Elimelech and I left Bethlehem. The boys were still 
young, like these children here. Some people were angry that we went to seek food and work in 
Moabite territory, but the drought was so awful in Bethlehem. Our crops were so meager, we 
were afraid our boys would starve.  
Ruth: They’ll understand, Naomi. They won’t be angry with you any more; not after all those 
years.
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Naomi: But, do you think they’ll remember me? I was young and lovely then, but that was so 
long ago.

Ruth: Naomi, you are old, but your eyes are lovely and still look young when you laugh.

Naomi: When I laugh, you say. I haven’t laughed for a long time, but perhaps Bethlehem will 
bring back some happy memories. 

Ruth: I’m sure it will. Tell me about the land that will belong to us.

Naomi: I hope it will belong to us. We’ll have to see about finding a relative to redeem it for us. 
But, what is it like? Well, it has gentle hills, and it’s lovely and green after the rains come. Our 
house had a bench outside for watching the sunset. I wonder if it’s still there.

Ruth: What a lovely thought to look forward to. I could use a bench for resting about now. But 
we need to keep walking to make it to that next village before dark. God has been protecting 
us as we travel, but the dangers really increase after dark. I’m so glad you’re letting me come 
with you. I hope your people will accept me as you have. They’re not all very friendly toward us 
Moabites, are they?

Naomi: Oh no, definitely not. But stick with me and I’ll introduce you to the friendlier ones first. 
Take my fine cousin, Boaz, for example. I think he’s quite friendly and open minded. Perhaps 
he’ll let you work as a gleaner on his fields. The harvest will begin soon, and I think gleaning on 
his fields will be our best chance at starting over in Bethlehem.

Ruth: Well, if he is your relative, he should be respectful to me. Your people will be my people, 
and your God, who is protecting us on this dangerous journey, is my God too, and will protect 
me there as well. Surely, they will see that I honour both you and your God. 

Naomi: Yes, my dear Ruth, you really do honour me and do love my God faithfully. I am grateful 
that you are my daughter and are becoming part of my people. I will do all I can and God will 
help my people welcome you and accept you.

* Adapted from a story written for Centered Teaching: People Who Love God Differently, Cycle C, Fall, 
session 13.  Copyright 2006 by Faith and Life Resources, Scottdale, PA 15683.  Used by permission. 

Direct your comments about Special Sunday Worship Resources to Elsie Rempel at  
erempel@mennonitechurch.ca.
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