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The terrors of death have fallen upon us. Since
Tuesday morning the outlook of individuals and
nations is different. Seldom is there a time when
the focus of the nations and peoples of the world
is fixed on one event; people glued to their
television sets, people gathering together to
mourn, to find comfort. This is an event that tells
us how connected we are as people on this
planet. What happens in one country is felt all
around the world. We are united not only in our
grief and our compassion, but also we are
connected in our hatred because this event
reveals human hatred around the world. It is a
sobering thought that the world is such an
interconnected place. People are horrified and
terrorized. It is the cause of rethinking, of
reflection, of trying to find meaning. It is a time of
praying and seeking God. We turn towards God
at a time like this and seek sustenance and
direction from our faith in Christ. That is why we
are gathered here today.

How do we make sense of what has happened? I
could not help but think on Tuesday that many
nations around the world experience terror as an
almost daily part of life. But this is new to us. We
in North America witnessed a smaller version of
this terror when the federal building in Oklahoma
was bombed a few years ago when 168 people
died. But the terror that comes from this event is
deeper and broader. Perhaps 5,000 people lost

their lives. This event has levelled things we
often trust the most for our security; military
power and economic strength. Those are the
towers that fell on Tuesday and many of us are
left feeling helpless and terrorized.

We are all witnesses to this event; eye
witnesses through television, emotional
witnesses because this has affected us so
deeply. We have been observing what has
happened and we are filled with anxiety about
what it might mean for the future. The task of the
people of God now is to find direction and
meaning.

Witness after witness speaks on television. One
young man in tears said, “ I feel so insecure now.
All the things I thought were secure and strong
are now vulnerable.” The towers of our faith have
fallen. Who could ever have imagined on Monday
that the twin towers of the World Trade Centre
could vanish from the skyline in a few hours.
Buildings fall in Africa, or Russia, or India, or the
Middle East, but the Economic towers of
strength symbolized in the twin towers of the
trade centre do not fall. And yet they have fallen.

Who could have imagined on Monday that the
headquarters of the most powerful military
strength on earth could be so easily threatened
by attack? And yet that possibility has now
become reality. Who could have imagined that a
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modern transportation system could be so
vulnerable? And yet it happened. So the young
man who worked at the trade centre was in tears,
and he was crying for many people whose faith
in the reliability and power of the military, the
economy and the transportation system has now
been severely tested. As the Psalmist says,
“The terrors of death have fallen upon us.”

But perhaps the thing that grips us in a most
terrifying way is that human life can come so
quickly to an end for so many people. Thousands
of people lost their lives. In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, life ended for many. Over
and over again we have seen pictures of the
plane flying into the tower and the towers
crumbling. And then the flesh and blood
witnesses give terror a human face. The many
individual witnesses who speak, talk of loved
ones lost and we know that thousands of
families will be deeply affected and changed. So
we mourn.

Our hearts are in anguish within us and the
terrors of death have fallen upon us. Horror
overwhelms us. The word “terrorist” has been
heard a lot in these last few days. Think with me
for a moment what terror is and what it does. I
think that terror has to do with overwhelming fear.
It has to do with terrible feelings of insecurity,
helplessness and hopelessness. It includes the
giving and receiving of hatred and vengeance
and it destroys life, not only the lives of those
who have died, but also the lives of those who
are left behind.

Unless we understand terror and find a spiritual
way of defeating it, it will always hold us under
its power. We have already seen that terror did
not stop the moment after the towers came
crashing down. And it did not start the moment
before the planes were hijacked. Where did the
terror start and why do people who inflict terror
hate so much? I heard a brief interview with the
former governor of New York. He said something
like this. “When we have mourned, then we will
have to begin to ask ourselves, why do they hate
us so much? We need to begin to understand
and to address the reasons for this powerful
hatred. Retaliation is not the answer.” He
mentioned that many people in New York were
very angry with him for expressing this opinion.
Another person interviewed was an American
policy expert. He said, “ I think its too much to
ask not to retaliate, but after that we have to look
at reconciliation. We have to ask why we are
hated so much. What are we? Are we demons or
are we the Great Golden Country. We are
probably both,” he said. It was astounding to hear

these two views coming from American leaders.
Often terror will not allow us even to approach to
these questions.

Where did this terror come from? The policy
adviser said it may come as aftermath from the
Gulf War and the embargo against Iraq and also
from the frustration and suffering of Palestinians.
It may come from Osama bin Laden, the Saudi
Arabian businessman who is hiding out in
Afghanistan. It may come from all of these
places and more. The terror did not start a
moment before the planes were hijacked. It
started with people who have been the recipients
of great terror and fear themselves. Their hearts
too have been in anguish and horror has
overwhelmed them. They too have wished that
they could have wings like a dove to fly away
and be at rest. So as Christians we need to ask
why do people hate? And then the power of the
Gospel of Peace can be used to address the
hatred.

Where is this terror headed? We have already
seen how the terror of anger and hatred
continues. There are already many reports of
Moslems in North America being attacked and
despised even though many Moslems also lost
their lives when the towers came down. It is a
fearful thing for Moslems in North America. Now
they are the recipients of the terror that is within
us. It is sobering to think that the terror within us
can also be passed on when we inflict it on
others. People in Afghanistan, especially the
more wealthy, are now fleeing away from the
cities. Those with less wealth remain in the
cities. They are filled with terror at this moment.
The temptation to retaliate seems almost
irresistible now. But to retaliate is to embody
terror. And to inflict it on others causes the terror
to spread and grow uncontrollably. Terror has a
long life. It does not begin and end quickly.

As followers of Jesus we are called to witness
and observe the times in which we live. We are
called to use the teachings of Jesus to make
sense out of the things that happen in our lives.
And we are called to practise the teachings of
Jesus as the way of salvation.

Many people are flocking to places where they
can pray and mourn together. People are looking
to God and to prayer to find their way through the
terror. Is God to be found in the midst of terror
and anguish? I think that God is present when
terrible things happen. Not as the cause of them.
But it is a biblical teaching that God can take
terrible situations and work good from them. We
should not look for God in the cause of suffering
but in its alleviation. Paul tells us in his letter to
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the Ephesians (1:10) that God’s purpose in Christ
as a plan for the fullness of time is to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. In Colossians he writes (1:17) that Christ
is before all things and in him all things hold
together.

Where was God when the twin towers of the
Trade Centre fell and when the Pentagon was
shown to be vulnerable? Where is God when
terror seems to have the upper hand? Where is
God when everything we have ever trusted in is
caving in around us? I believe that when our trust
in the false gods of violence, security, wealth
and power collapse or blow apart, that God is
among us offering us a faith in the One in whom
all things hold together.

The Psalmist writes “I will call upon God and he
will save me.” We need salvation now from the
terror within us and from the terror that we are so
willing to pass on to others.” God calls us to be
saved from our trust in the power of wealth. God
calls us to be saved from our trust in the terror of
violence. As Christians, God calls us to find
salvation through our trust in Christ. The writer of
Proverbs (18:10) says, “The name of the Lord is
a strong tower, the one who is righteous runs into
it and is safe.”

Where is God in all of this? I believe that God is
there when people feel and practise compassion
for those who suffer. We have witnessed this in
New York. In the story of the judgement of the
nations in Matthew 25, it is the nations who are
gathered together for judgement. The great judge,
separates them as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. To the sheep on his right
the judge says, “Come inherit the kingdom
prepared for you since the foundation of the
world, for I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me. As you have done it to the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it to
me.” Where is God in all of this? God is there in
those who are suffering and hurting and grieving.
God is there in those who are now being
terrorized wherever they may be. God is there in

those Arab countries that are now terrorized by
the fearsome thought of being attacked by the
most powerful military force on earth. God is
there in the hearts of the New Yorkers whose
lives have been altered. As we reach out as
followers of Christ to heal, to comfort, to feed, to
visit, and so on, we are meeting God in those
situations.

Where is God in all of this? God is there when
people mourn. Jesus says, “Blessed are they
that mourn for they shall be comforted. And
blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God.” The way of terror takes us from grief, to
anger, to hatred. It eats us up alive and perhaps
that is the most terrible thing. But God is with
people who mourn and seeks to bless them,
sometimes through us. Mourning in the presence
of God can have a purifying effect on us, and
Jesus promises that the pure in heart shall see
God.

I was struck on Tuesday evening how there was
a large group of people praying and singing and
lighting candles near the sight of the tragedy.
One young woman who was participating
described the scene as peaceful and calm. There
was no feeling of hatred or revenge, only the
bond of grief mingled with love. God was there in
their midst.

In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes, (12:21)
“Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil
with good.” As followers of Jesus, our faith is
now being tested. It is easy to be overcome by
the evil of terror and to adopt its ways.” In the
words of the Psalmist, “Horror overwhelms us.
Our hearts are in anguish, the terrors of death
have fallen upon us. But I will call upon the Lord
and he will save me.” Our salvation in this hour is
to follow the one who says “Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Let not your hearts be
troubled. Neither let them be afraid.”

We are not helpless. We are children of God. Life
is not hopeless. Our hope is in Christ. Fear need
not consume us, because love casts out fear
and covers a multitude of sins.

We will not worship terror and retaliation. We will
worship the God who is revealed in Jesus Christ
and with us through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The prayers at the September 16 service were
led by Nathan Gerbrandt, Associate Pastor, who
was the worship leader.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Gracious God,

We have sinned against heaven and before you.
We are not worthy to be called your children
because we have not carried out your will. We
have torn apart the world you gave us and there
is much suffering.

Forgive us our sins, O Lord,

Forgive us for the small unknowing ways we
have caused pain and discomfort to people
around the world;

And forgive us for the monstrous acts of hate
and destruction that are committed time and time
again.

When will we learn?

Come and stand among us. Surround us with the
power of your presence and love,

Hear our prayers, Bind our hearts to those of all
your children around the world.

Come Lord Jesus, with your healing presence.

Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

O Saviour, Lord and Peace Loving Jesus, you
who walked among us to heal our hurts and
confusion, we seek your grace for the broken
people and places of our world.

We bring to you the horror of the bombings this
past week:

—We pray for the victims and emergency
response workers in New York City,

Washington, and western Pennsylvania.

—We pray for the families and friends of victims.

—We pray for the families of people on the
planes.

—We pray for safety and comfort for those who
live and work in the areas

that have been struck, where many lives have
been lost, many have been

injured. We pray for children, for people with
disabilities and the elderly

who cannot fend for them selves.

(#353 Lord, listen to your children praying)

We bring to you the nation of the United States
of America:

—We pray for the government leaders, knowing
that hate and retaliation

will only breed more violence. We pray that
President Bush, Secretary of

State Powell, Secretary Rumsfeld and the many
other leaders will not seek

revenge, but rather God’s wisdom.

—We pray for persons who might be targets of
retaliation because of their

ethnic background or racial characteristics.

(# 353 Lord, listen to your children praying)

We bring to you those who committed these
immense tragedies:

—We pray for extremist groups, hate groups,
and others who turn to

violence as a solution.

—We pray for the families of the terrorists.

(#353 Lord, listen to your children praying)

We pray for the nations of the world:

—We pray for all around the globe who live daily
the fear we have tasted

today. We bring to you ourselves, that we may be
the bearers of the peace

of Christ in our own neighbourhoods and
relationships:

—We pray for strength to spread Jesus’ gospel
of peace and love of

enemies.

—We pray for resolve to engage the powers of
hate and greed, no matter

what the cost.

—We pray for energy to work for justice around
the world.

We ask God to pour forth on us spirit and
transforming power, that all

people may come to know and serve their
Creator.

(#353 Lord, listen to your children praying)


