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Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 1

Title:   The Droopy Plant
Author:  Karen Suderman
Church:  St. Jacobs Mennonite  
  Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text:  Mark 1: 4-11, especially  
  verses 6-8. 
Theme: Water helps us draw near to  
  God.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder how the plant looks now.
I wonder what kind of cookies they baked.
I wonder how else water can remind us of 
God’s love.
I wonder what else can help us know God 
is near.

•
•
•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

The Droopy 
Plant

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather 
together for their special time. Remind them 
that this children’s story time is a chance 
to draw close to God. It provides a time 
and place to remember together that God 
is near and delights in our worship. Open 
your Bible to Mark 1 and read verses 6-8 
to them. Tell them that these verses made 
you think about water and God’s Spirit, and 
those ideas are in today’s story. It can help 
them think about how water and God’s Spirit 
are the same and different. Invite them to 
listen to the story to see how.

Story:

Today Nicole was going to spend the whole 
day with her Oma (Granny, Baba, etc.). 
This should have been a very good thing, 
but something inside Nicole was sad today. 
One of the other kids in class was having 
a birthday party and everyone got invited 
but her. Oma asked if they should bake 
some cookies to help cheer her up. Nicole 
slowly nodded and started to make her way 
to the kitchen. Something else caught her 
attention.



“Look Oma,” Nicole said, “the plant is sad, too, just like me.” Oma looked up from the recipe 
book she was looking through. Nicole was standing by the window looking at the peace lily on 
the sill. “Why do you think it looks sad, Nicole?” Oma asked.

Nicole gently reached out and touched a leaf. It fell off the plant and landed limply beside the 
pot. “Well,” she began, “the leaves are droopy and the flower is wrinkly. It’s hanging its head.” 
Nicole looked up at her grandma. “Oma we need to help it get better!”

“That is a great idea,” Oma said. “What do you think we should do?” Nicole thought for a 
moment. “We could play it some music; sometimes when I feel sad I listen to some music.” She 
put her favourite CD in the player and played her favourite song for the plant. The last chorus 
of “When you learn to follow Jesus you act a little strange” ended, and both Nicole and Oma 
looked at the plant. “That is a wonderful song, Nicole, but the plant doesn’t look any happier, 
and neither do you for that matter.”  

Nicole sighed. It was true; she didn’t feel any happier, and the plant was still drooping. Usually 
that song worked for her. It was fun and silly and helped to remind her that God loved her. She 
knew that God loved her, but she felt droopy just like the plant. Nicole raised her eyebrows and 
looked up at Oma. “Maybe it needs to be in the sun!” she exclaimed. “Plants need the warmth 
and light of the sun.” 

Carefully, Nicole picked up the plant and moved it to a bright sunny spot on the kitchen counter. 
She sat on a chair facing the plant and watched. The plant went on drooping and so did Nicole. 
“The sun isn’t helping either, Oma,” Nicole sighed. “What do you think we should do?”

“Well,” Oma said, “try touching the dirt in the pot. How does it feel?” Nicole stuck her finger 
in the dirt. “It’s all dry and dusty Oma! This plant is very thirsty!!” Oma helped Nicole fill the 
watering can and she gave the plant water. Very soon the plant’s leaves began to perk up a little 
bit, and the flower started to raise its head.

“Look Oma!” Nicole exclaimed, “The plant is starting to feel better!” Oma came over to look at 
the plant, “You’re right Nicole. That’s wonderful.” Oma looked down at Nicole, “Are you feeling 
less droopy?” 

Nicole thought for a moment. “Maybe a little bit, but it’s hard not to feel sad when you’re left out 
of a birthday party. They were going to go to the swimming pool.” Oma hugged Nicole, “I know,” 
she soothed, “something like that always hurts. But maybe you’re a bit like that plant.” 

Nicole looked up, “You mean I should drink a glass of water?” Nicole asked. Oma chuckled. 
“Well, maybe not water like what we get from the tap, but I know when I feel droopy like that 
plant, remembering how much God loves me and is always near is a different kind of water. 
Thinking of that makes me perk up like that plant did after we gave it some water.” 

Nicole nodded her understanding, “So you mean that God’s love is like water for our hearts? If 
we feel sad or lonely that can help us feel better.” “That is exactly right,” Oma replied. “There is 
nothing better than that. Do you know what else can help a little bit?” 

“What?” asked Nicole. “We can act out that love by baking and eating cookies together!” Nicole 
smiled her first real smile of the day. “I think that will help a little bit, too.” Together, they started 
to bake.



Prayer:

Thank you God, for water, loving Omas, and your loving Spirit, because they help us cheer up 
when we’re sad and droopy. Amen.



Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 2

Title:   Community is like a potluck
Author:  Karen Suderman
Church:  St. Jacobs Mennonite  
  Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text:  John 1:45-51
Theme: Come and see. Follow me,  
  and join.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder what the fruit salad tasted like. 
I wonder what our church can learn from 
these four friends.
I wonder how these friends were like 
Jesus in today’s Bible reading.
I wonder what we bring with us when we 
walk with Jesus’ friends in our church.

•
•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Community is 
like a potluck

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Invite the children to come and see what will 
happen in the children’s story time today. 
Thank them for accepting your invitation 
and gathering for part of worship where 
even the adults try to listen to the Gospel’s 
message in a way that helps children 
connect with it. Become quiet and aware 
of that space inside where we know God is 
near and calls us to worship. After a sense 
of holy expectation has grown, show them 
John 1 in your Bible and introduce them to 
today’s Gospel reading. (If the text has not 
yet been read in the service, children could 
be encouraged to listen and raise their 
hands each time they hear the words “come 
and see” and “follow me.”) For this story, 
children could raise their hands each time 
they hear the words “bring” and “Come, and 
walk with us.”

Story:

Sasha* peeled another banana and sighed. 
She was tired of bananas; but they were all 
she had to eat. A short distance away, David 
peeled an orange. He was sick of eating 
oranges: but they were all he had to eat. He 



wished he could taste something different. A little further away Cory cut into a mango. She was 
bored with mangoes, but they were all she had to eat. Not far from Cory, John sat in the sun 
with nothing to eat. He just sat there sadly holding a big empty bowl. Then, his eyes started to 
sparkle, he stood up, picked up his big empty bowl, and started walking down the road. 

Very soon he came upon Cory staring at her mango. John looked at Cory and smiled. “Hi,” 
he said, “how are you?” “I’m alright, I guess, I only have mangoes to eat and I’d like to eat 
something different.” “All I have,” answered John, “is an empty bowl. Would you like to bring 
your mangoes come and walk with me?” Cory picked up her mangoes and walked with John.

Soon they came up on David. “Good morning,” John said, “how are you?” “I’m alright, I guess. 
All I have to eat are oranges, and I’d like to taste something different.” “All we have is an empty 
bowl and some mangoes,” said John. “Would you like to bring your oranges come and walk 
with us?” David stood up took his oranges and walked with John and Cory.

After a short distance they met Sasha. “Good morning,” said John, “how are you?” “I’m alright, I 
guess,” said Sasha, “All I have to eat is bananas and I’d really like to taste something different.” 
“Well,” said John, “we’ve got an empty bowl, some mangoes and some oranges. Would you like 
to bring your bananas come and walk with us?” Without hesitation, Sasha stood up with her 
bananas and walked with John, Cory, and David. 

It wasn’t long until they found a nice shady spot under a large tree. They sat down together. 
John pulled a pocket knife out of his pocket and opened it up. He took the mangoes, oranges, 
and bananas that each of the others had brought along, cut them up into his bowl, and mixed all 
of the fruit pieces together. The four new friends sat together and ate the mixture of fruit. When 
all of the flavours mixed together each familiar fruit tasted better than it had before. John, who 
was especially satisfied after such a delicious meal, sat back and said, “How would you like to 
come and do this every day? We can each bring what we have, mix it together and share it. 
My bowl can help you mix the fruit and your fruit can help me fill my tummy. It’s much better than 
not sharing.” The others agreed. 

So every day the four friends came and brought what they had. When each one made their 
small contribution it added up to a delicious pot of fruit salad. Now, they felt lucky instead of 
bored. Maybe that’s where the word Pot luck comes from.

Prayer:

Thank you Jesus, for the good things that happen when we each bring what we have. Thank 
you for inviting the first disciples to come and see and walk with you. Help us be like John, in the 
story, and like the first disciples and invite others to come and see, too. Amen.

Sing: 

Hymnal: A Worship Book 20, Come and See (invite the congregation to join you)

*Feel free to use names of children in your congregation for this story. You could even ask them to act it out as you tell it. 



Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 3

Title:   Why are we going?
Author:  Karen Suderman
Church:  St. Jacobs Mennonite  
  Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text:  Mark 1: 14-20
Theme: Jesus calls his friends to fish  
  for people

Wondering Questions:

I wonder if Taylor will make new friends 
quickly in Brazil.
I wonder how Taylor will help invite people 
to follow Jesus in Brazil.
I wonder if it’s scarier to help God in our 
neighbourhood or far away. 
I wonder how God wants us to join in what 
God is doing here and far away.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Why are  
we going?
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for the 
children’s story. Encourage them to settle 
into a comfortable position and to remember 
and be happy that God is very near. Once 
a mood of holy expectation is established, 
ask them if they’ve ever been asked to do 
something that was scary. Did they ever 
have to move or have a good friend move 
away? How did they feel about it? Was it 
scary? Fun? Exciting? Sad? Maybe it was 
all of those things wrapped up together, so 
it was hard to know how to feel. Open your 
Bible to Mark 1:14-20 and tell the children 
that in today’s Bible reading, Jesus calls 
his first disciples, who were fishermen, and 
tells them that he will make people fishers 
out of them. This was probably confusing 
and exciting and scary for them. Our story is 
about what that can look like in the life of a 
boy who’s a lot like them.

Story:

Taylor looked around his room. The floor 
was scattered with boxes, his favourite 
toys were packed away, and his bed frame 
was taken apart; the mattress stood up 



on its end against the wall. Moving so far away was going to be hard. He sighed, put down his 
Nintendo DS and went downstairs. He went to the kitchen, opened the fridge, grabbed an apple 
and plopped down at the kitchen table. He was staring at the apple when he heard, “Are you 
trying to see your reflection?” Taylor looked up and saw his Dad standing in the kitchen door. He 
smiled at him weakly, and said, “No.” 

“Well,” Dad replied, “if you’re not eating up everything in sight, something must be wrong. 
What’s the matter?” “Nothing,” Taylor responded. Dad walked over to the table, sat down across 
from him and waited. 

“It’s just that I don’t understand why we have to go!! I never said I wanted to move, let alone 
half way across the world to Brazil! We don’t know anyone there, I’ll have no one to play with, 
we don’t know what we’re going to be doing, where I’m going to school, and, I don’t even speak 
Portuguese! When you and Mom first started talking with us about going to Brazil, it sounded so 
cool and exciting, but now this whole thing sounds a little bit nuts to me.”

Dad was listening closely. When Taylor was finished, Dad nodded and sighed. “I think all of us, 
your mom, your sister, and me, have thought those same thoughts.” Taylor raised his eyebrows 
in surprise, but Dad went on talking, “But what I keep remembering is that we are going along 
with something God wants us to do. We are not going to Brazil because of something we want, 
we are going because God wants us to be disciples there.”

Taylor looked confused, “I thought the disciples were in the Bible. There aren’t any disciples 
today. Are there?” “I think there are, Taylor,” Dad replied. “Everyone who is part of a church 
is a disciple when they follow Jesus and try to do what God wants them to do. For some that 
means helping to make life better for people who are in their neighbourhoods, so that they will 
believe God loves them and will want to learn more about God’s way. For others, like us, that 
means going farther away to see and hear and join in what God is doing in another part of the 
world. We are going to Brazil because Jesus invited us to join him there. When we said yes to 
becoming disciples of Jesus, we also said yes to helping God whatever way we can; wherever 
that is needed. Praying together with people in our church and with people who work for the 
big church we’re part of, convinced us God wants us to help invite people in Brazil to follow 
Jesus. It’s okay to be nervous. I am nervous, too, and it will be a bit weird at first, but we have 
to remember that God doesn’t just send disciples; God is already there, waiting to help us make 
new friends and learn a new language. We won’t be alone.”

Taylor nodded; what Dad had said made him feel better. Perhaps it would be cool to be a 
disciple in Brazil after all. It helped to know that the rest of his family was nervous, too, and that 
they would all help each other as they learned how to be disciples in Brazil. And it helped a lot to 
remember that God was already there, waiting to help them all get started at being disciples in a 
new place. 

Prayer:

God, thank you for still calling and giving us jobs as disciples. We want to listen closely for the 
way you want us to help you. Thank you for being there and helping us help you. Amen.



Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 4

Title:   Casting Stones
Author:  Karen Suderman
Church:  St. Jacobs Mennonite  
  Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text:  Mark 1: 21-28
Theme: Knowing the power of truth 

Wondering Questions:

I wonder if the kitten was okay.
I wonder how it feels to stand up to your 
friends the way Alec did. 
I wonder how Jesus stopped people from 
being harmed.
I wonder if we will have chances to stand 
up for God’s way this week.

•
•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Casting Stones
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children to the children’s story 
time and help them settle into a comfortable 
position and attitude of worship. Open your 
Bible to Mark 1: 21-28 and briefly explain 
that when Jesus started teaching about 
God’s way and truth, people were amazed. 
They knew they could trust what Jesus said. 
Then, a person who was emotionally or 
mentally sick challenged Jesus. But, Jesus 
stood up to the sickness in this person, and 
healed him, because the power of God’s 
true way was stronger than the sickness 
of the person. This was one way Jesus 
showed people he was God’s son.

Sometimes, like Jesus, we get challenged. 
Not everyone agrees about what is right. 
Even when we know the right thing to say 
or do, it can be very hard. But when we 
manage to do the hard but right thing, we 
show people that we’re with Jesus. That’s 
what happens in our story today. 

Story:

Alec was building a town with his trucks and 
shovels in his back yard sandbox one sunny 



Saturday afternoon. As he was adding the finishing touches to his sand road he heard some 
voices shouting happily in the back alley. 

Curious, Alec got up, brushed off his clothes, and went to see what was going on. Three of his 
friends from the neighbourhood, Bobby, Greg, and Josh, were there, playing a game. They had 
set up tin cans on the low wall of an empty lot. Now they were throwing rocks at them and the 
person who knocked the most cans down won the game. Alec ran up to them, asking, “Hey 
guys can I play too?” “Hi, Alec!” Josh said. “Sure, you can play too. Your turn will be after mine.” 

Greg knocked three cans off the wall, Bobby knocked all five off, Josh hit two off the wall, and 
Alec tied with Greg by knocking three cans off of the wall. They gave Bobby high-fives for 
winning and Alec ran to the wall to set the cans up again. After a while Bobby exclaimed, “This 
game is too easy! I’m getting bored.” “ How can we make it more interesting?” Greg asked. 
Bobby thought about it. He looked around. He scanned the alley, looking for a more challenging 
target. As he pointed up into a tree a mischievous smile crept across his face. “That’s our 
new target,” he said. The gaze of Alec and the other two boys followed Bobby’s outstretched 
arm up into a tree. A terrified kitten was crouching in the leaves and hanging on to a thin and 
trembling branch. “Who ever knocks it out of the tree wins,” Bobby stated as he stooped to 
pick up a stone. “Cool!!” cheered Greg. “I don’t know,” said Josh. “Shouldn’t we help it?” asked 
Alec. Bobby and Greg rolled their eyes and shook their heads at Alec. “We might hurt it,” Josh 
mumbled. “Whatever!” Bobby groaned, “It’s just a stupid kitten. It’ll fall out of the tree with our 
help. Then we can really see if cats always land on their feet.” Greg laughed and picked up a 
stone. “We need to tell a grownup about the kitten, maybe they can help it out of the tree,” Alec 
said. Bobby and Greg laughed at Alec, looked at him, and dared him, “You go first.” 

Alec looked at the ground, kicking the stones. He didn’t pick one up. “I still think we need to help 
it.” Bobby shook his head, “If you’re to wimpy to do it, then I will.” “Me too!” cried Greg. The two 
boys began throwing stones up into the tree, just missing the terrified kitten. Josh and Alec gave 
each other uneasy looks. “Stop it,” Alec said quietly. But Bobby and Greg kept throwing stones. 
“Stop,” Alec said more loudly, “we need to tell a grown up and help that kitten, not hurt it.” Bobby 
and Greg kept throwing stones, but Alec could tell Josh was with him. Just as Greg was winding 
up to throw another stone, Alec stopped his hand before he was able to let it go.

“What are you doing?!?” Greg shouted. “Stopping you from hurting the kitten!” Alec shouted 
back. Bobby looked at Alec, “You’re wrecking the fun. It’s just a stupid kitten. But if you’re going 
to be that way…” Bobby’s voice trailed off, glaring at Alec. He looked at his hand, tossed the 
stone, caught it, and threw it to the ground. “C’mon Greg. Let’s ditch these sissies.” 

Relieved, but shaky, Alec and Josh ran to Alec’s place. Alec threw the back door open and 
shouted inside, “Dad!! We need your help!!” They heard his footsteps coming. Soon Alec’s Dad 
appeared in front of them. “What’s wrong?” he asked. “There’s a kitten stuck in a tree in the 
alley and Bobby and Greg were throwing stones at it. I told them to stop and then, they called 
me a sissy and left.” “Yeah,” Josh said, “but I didn’t. I didn’t want to hurt the kitten, either.”

Dad smiled at Josh and Alec. “I’m proud of you,” he said. “It takes a lot of courage do what you 
did. You stood up for what is right, even when the others made fun of you. You took a risk today 



to protect something helpless from harm. That isn’t easy to do.” Alec smiled, “Thanks Dad, I was 
beginning to think that I was a sissy.” Dad laughed, “You’re the furthest thing from it! Jesus didn’t 
do what the crowd was doing, and he told many people and things to stop hurting one another 
and to leave them alone. You followed his example today. I’m very proud of you. Now, should 
we get a ladder to get the kitten out of the tree?”

Prayer:

God, thank you for still calling and giving us jobs as disciples. We want to listen closely for the 
way you want us to help you. Thank you for being there and helping us help you. Amen.



Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 5

Title:   Ste. Marguerite d’Youville
Author:  Barb Draper
Church:  Floradale Mennonite Church,  
  Floradale, ON
Text:  Mark 1:29-39
Theme: Jesus has compassion on  
  (cares for) sick people.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder what life was like without 
hospitals.
I wonder why God helped Marguerite care 
for sick people.
I wonder what God wants to help us care 
about.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Ste. Marguerite 
d’Youville
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story-time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves altogether fitting onto and 
snuggling into God’s big lap.

Today’s story will remind us of what Jesus 
once did. In Mark 1:29-39 we are told about 
how Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law 
when she was sick. Here it is in my Bible. 
Listen for this when the Scripture is read. 
But now let’s listen to this story which 
happened many years ago in Montreal. 

Sometimes, like Jesus, we get challenged. 
Not everyone agrees about what is right. 
Even when we know the right thing to say 
or do, it can be very hard. But when we 
manage to do the hard but right thing, we 
show people that we’re with Jesus. That’s 
what happens in our story today. 



Story:

Many years ago, when Montreal was just a little town, a little girl named Marguerite lived with 
her large family in a nearby village called Youville. Just like everyone else in Youville, Marguerite 
spoke French. When Marguerite was only seven years old, her father died. Now she was the 
oldest of six children who had no father. The family was very poor, but Marguerite managed to 
go to school because her grandparents paid her school fees.

When Marguerite grew up, she married Francois. At first, she was very happy, but when 
Francois would go away on long trips, she was sad. Marguerite was happy when their babies 
were born. But, when her babies got sick, there was no hospital and some of them died. Soon 
she had only two boys. Then Francois got sick and died, too. Poor Marguerite was very sad. 
She cried and prayed to God and asked God to take care of her. 

After a while, God helped Marguerite notice that she was only one of many people who needed 
care. She met a woman who was blind and invited her to live with her. When her two boys were 
a little older, Marguerite and three of her friends rented a bigger house so they would have room 
to look after poor and sick people. Then a war started between England and France and the 
nearby town of Montreal was attacked. Marguerite and her friends decided to help the wounded 
soldiers. Actually, they helped anyone who was hungry or sick. They didn’t ask if the people 
deserved help or not, they just helped.

These kind women formed a group that they called the Sisters of Charity, but most people 
called them the Grey Nuns because they wore grey clothes. Other women came and joined 
their group. A hundred years later four Grey Nuns traveled by canoe all the way from Montreal 
to Winnipeg so they could help sick people there. The Grey Nuns started hospitals and schools 
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. (Do a search to find out if there is a nearby hospital or 
school that was started by the Grey Nuns.)

Marguerite was a brave woman who cared about sick people. In 1990, the Catholic Church 
declared her to be a saint because she showed God’s love and care to sick people like Jesus 
did.

Prayer:

Thank you, God, that you and people like Marguerite care about sick people. Thank you for 
hospitals with gentle nurses and doctors. Please help us when we are sick and help us do our 
part in caring for others when they get sick. Amen.



Children’s Story
 Year B, Epiphany 6

Title:   Helping a scary neighbour
Author:  Barb Draper
Church:  Floradale Mennonite Church,  
  Floradale, ON
Text:  Mark 1:40-45
Theme: Jesus helps people who  
  frighten us.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder why Sammy and Susie were 
scared of the skunk.
I wonder if there are animals and people 
that scare you.
I wonder when Jesus wants us to help 
scary people or animals.
I wonder what this story makes you 
wonder about.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Helping a scary 
neighbour
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for 
the children’s story. Encourage them to 
settle into a comfortable position and to 
remember that our good God is very near. 
Once a mood of holy expectation has been 
established, ask them if they have ever 
met people who seemed really scary. Tell 
them that the ideas for today’s story come 
from a time in Jesus’ life, where Jesus met 
and healed a man who frightened others 
because he had a contagious sickness of 
the skin, called leprosy. People didn’t even 
want to come close to this man, because 
they didn’t want to get his sickness. That 
story is written down in Mark 1:40-45. It 
is here in my Bible. Today’s story is about 
animals who are scared of another animal, 
not because of his sickness, but because of 
his smell. Let’s see what happens.

Story:

Sammy and Susie were cottontail rabbits, 
a brother and sister, who lived under a 
big fir tree. They liked their home. They 
could wiggle down underneath where the 
branches reached the ground and hide 



there safely. It was close to a big garden. This was very nice, because in the summer they 
would munch on the tender little pea plants, or nibble at the lettuce or feast on the clover that 
grew around the garden. Yummy! 

When the weather got cold, Sammy found a way to get inside the wooden slats of the nearby 
compost bin. Sometimes he could find apple peelings or other delicious goodies.

Sammy and Susie’s mother taught them to be careful. She did not want them to become supper 
for someone else. They listened and stayed away from dogs and cats and people. 

One day, a new animal moved into their neighbourhood. It was black with a white stripe and had 
a bushy tail. What do you think Sammy and Susie did? You’re right; Sammy and Susie decided 
to stay far away from the skunk.

One night, Susie woke up because she heard a cry for help. She was worried and afraid. She 
woke up her brother Sammy. They snuck out to investigate. The crying noise seemed to be 
coming from the compost bin. It smelled and sounded like the skunk was trapped in there. They 
were afraid of the skunk. Sammy and Susie didn’t know what to do. What would you do? Finally, 
they decided to wake their mother and tell her about it.

“What’s the matter?” she said when they woke her.

“The skunk is trapped in the compost bin, and he’s crying and we can’t sleep.”

“Even if it’s a skunk, we should try to help,” said Mother Rabbit. Helping someone they were 
scared of was a new idea for Sammy and Susie.

Mother Rabbit bravely led the way to the compost bin. The skunk was still trapped inside, but 
Mother Rabbit dug at just the right place and made a hole that was big enough for the skunk. 
The skunk squeezed out of the hole and hurried away. He never even stopped to say, “Thank 
you.”

Sammy and Susie were surprised that their mother helped the skunk, but they were happy that 
they could get back to sleep. As they fell asleep, they wondered about when it is OK to help 
scary animals.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, for not being scared of people that scare us. Thank you for chances to be 
brave and help others. Please help us know what you want us to do when scary animals and 
people need help. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Epiphany 7

Title: Healing Wanda’s Mother
Author: Barb Draper
Church: Floradale Mennonite Church,  

Floradale, ON
Text: Mark 2:1-12
Theme: Jesus heals a paralyzed man.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder how it felt to have a sick Mom for 
such a long time.
I wonder how God’s healing worked in 
Wanda’s mom.
I wonder why it is so important to pray for 
people.
I wonder how I can help God’s healing 
happen in others’ lives.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
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Healing Wanda’s 
Mother

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for 
the children’s story and engage them in 
quiet conversation about friends and family 
members that are sick. Tell them that 
today’s Gospel reading is a story about 
some friends who brought their sick friend 
to Jesus so that Jesus could heal him from 
a sickness he had had for a very long time. 
Show them the text, Mark 2:1-12, in your 
Bible and encourage them to listen for 
that story when it is read in another part of 
the service. Help the children settle into a 
comfortable attitude of worship and holy 
expectancy before you share your story of 
Wanda, and her mother, who was sick, and 
how she was healed.

Story:

Wanda was scared because her mother 
had been sick for what seemed a very long 
time. In the mornings it was Dad who fixed 
breakfast for her. Before she left for school, 
Wanda would go to her mother’s bedroom 
to kiss her good-bye.



“Do you feel better today?” Wanda would ask. Usually her mother said, “I might be a bit better 
today. I’m going to get up soon.” But when Wanda came home from school, her mother would 
be lying on the couch.

For three Sunday mornings, Wanda’s mother didn’t even go to church. She was still wearing her 
dressing gown when she said good-bye to Wanda, her brother, and her Dad.

The minister prayed that Mom would get better, and Wanda prayed too. She asked God to make 
her mother better immediately.

The next day, Wanda’s grandmother came and made supper for them. Wanda asked her 
grandmother, “Why doesn’t God answer our prayers? I asked God to heal her yesterday and 
she isn’t better yet. Can’t God hear us?”

“Oh, God hears us, dear,” said her grandmother. “But God’s healing comes in many different 
ways. Sometimes it takes a long time. I’m glad you are praying for your mother.

We will all keep on praying for her.”

The next day Wanda’s mother went to the hospital where she had an operation to take out her 
gall bladder because it was making her sick. Wanda’s father said that her Mom would be asleep 
and wouldn’t feel it when the doctors cut open her skin to take out the gall bladder. Wanda was 
sure it must hurt, so she prayed that Jesus would hold her Mom’s hand while she was having 
the operation.

The operation helped. When Mom came home from the hospital she was still weak and sore, 
but she felt a lot better. When Wanda told her mother about her prayer that Jesus would hold 
Mom’s hand during the operation, Wanda’s mother gave her a big hug. Right then and there 
they folded their hands together and thanked Jesus for holding Mom’s hand and thanked God 
for making her well again.

Two weeks later Mom was back, working in the kitchen while Wanda ate her breakfast. And on 
Sunday morning when the minister prayed for other people who were sick, Wanda prayed for 
them, too.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, for helping Wanda’s mom get better, and for prayers, like Wanda’s. Please 
help us show our love for people by praying for them when they are sick, and please, use our 
prayers as part of your healing touch. Amen.



Children’s Story 
 Year B, Transfiguration Sunday 
 

Title:   Making new friends
Author:  Barb Draper
Church:  Floradale Mennonite Church,  
  Floradale, ON
Text:  Mark 2:13-22
Theme: Jesus makes friends with  
  unpopular people.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder why Scott wanted to be friends 
with Tommy.
I wonder how Colin felt when his best 
friend was being nice to Tommy.
I wonder if the people I don’t like would be 
nice to me if I was nice to them.
I wonder how Jesus knew which people 
would be good friends for him.

•

•

•

•
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Making new 
friends
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children to the children’s 
time and gently encourage them to find a 
new place and sit down beside someone 
they don’t usually sit with at story time. If 
they are reluctant to do so acknowledge 
that it feels good to sit in a familiar place 
with friends. After you have settled down 
into comfortable positions and thought 
about being in God’s presence together 
for worship, open your Bible to Mark 2:13-
22 and tell the children that the ideas for 
today’s story come from what Mark wrote 
down there about Jesus calling a very 
unpopular person to be his disciple. Today’s 
children’s story is about Colin and how he 
became friends with an unpopular person. 

Story:

Colin was very happy when a new family 
moved into a house on his street. He 
had always wanted a best friend who 
lived nearby so they could walk to school 
together and play basketball or road hockey 
after supper. As soon as he met Scott, the 
new boy, he was sure that they would be 



best friends for the rest of their lives!

Soon Colin and Scott walked to school together every day; they played together on the 
playground and after school they played road hockey or basketball. One day, as they were 
walking to school, Scott said, “Look, there’s Tommy Mitchell, let’s catch up to him!”

“No!” said Colin, “I don’t like him.”

“Why not?” asked Scott. “He’s in my class and he’s got some neat hockey cards.”

“I don’t like him. He pushed and shoved me around in Phys-Ed. I think Tommy is a bully,” said 
Colin.

“He doesn’t seem like a bully to me,” said Scott. “Besides, if we’re friends with him, he might be 
nicer to you. Maybe if you got to know him you’d like him.”

Colin didn’t think he’d ever get to like Tommy Mitchell, and he didn’t like the idea that Scott 
wanted to be friends with Tommy. Why couldn’t Scott be satisfied with Colin as his friend?

As Colin waited for Scott at the school door before walking home that day, he saw Scott coming 
down the hall with Tommy. Colin didn’t want to walk home alone so he joined them, making sure 
he walked beside Scott. After supper, when Colin went over to Scott’s house to shoot some 
hoops, Tommy was there, too.

“Okay,” thought Colin, “I’ll try being friendly. Here’s goes nothing!” And he went to join them. He 
was surprised by how nice Tommy was to him. They played until it was too dark to see. As he 
walked home, Colin thought to himself, “Tommy seems different.

He was playing fair and he didn’t shove me around. Maybe he didn’t do it on purpose that other 
time. I guess he’s not a bully. I guess Tommy and Scott can both be my friends.”

Prayer:

Thank you Jesus, for helping people become friends, even when they don’t think they want to 
be friends. Please help us have the courage to be friends with unpopular people. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter

Title:   News that’s too good to keep  
  quiet about! (I have seen the  
  Lord.)
Author:  Glenna Regier 
Church:  Tiefengrund Mennonite  
  Church, Laird, SK
Text:  Mark 16: 1-8 or   
  John 20: 1-18
Theme: The resurrected Jesus  
  makes us happy and eager  
  to share good news of God’s  
  indestructible love. 
Needed items: Easter Greeting Cards with  
  “Jesus’ love lives on” written  
  on them, for the children to  
  illustrate and pass on.
Wondering Questions:

I wonder how it felt to share such 
wonderful news.
I wonder if Simon believed her right away.
I wonder how Amy’s kitten joy is like 
Easter joy. 

•

•
•
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News that’s too 
good to keep 
quiet about! 

(I have seen the Lord.)
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children warmly to this part 
of the worship service where they get a 
chance to share and learn about Easter joy. 
Encourage them to settle into a comfortable 
position for hearing a story about Easter 
joy. Ask them to show you what feelings 
they sense in the story by showing you a 
thumbs up, thumbs down, or in-between. 
Open your Bible to John 20 and tell them 
that, in today’s Bible story, Mary goes to the 
tomb where Jesus’ dead body is supposed 
to be, but when she gets there, the tomb 
is empty. Jesus’ body is gone. Then she 
meets the living Jesus. What a wonderful 
surprise! Mary can’t keep that great news 
a secret and Mary runs to tell everybody.  
“He’s alive. Jesus is alive!” Say that with 
me:  “He’s alive!  Jesus is alive!”  Jesus’ 
friends thought this news was too good to 
be true and it took them a while to believe 
her. Encourage them to listen for words and 
sounds of joy in the whole worship service. 
Today’s story has a real surprise in it, too. It 
is here to help us understand what Easter 
joy is like. 



Story:

Amy and her cousin Simon were best friends.  They went to the same church, they played at the 
same park, they took swimming lessons together, and they used to live in the same town. Now 
Simon had moved to the farm with his mom and dad, so Amy and Simon didn’t see each other 
much anymore. 

Today, Amy was going to visit Simon at his farm for the first time.  She felt so fluttery about seeing 
her old friend in a new place. Simon was fluttery, too.  He couldn’t wait to show Amy all the secret 
hiding places in the barn, teach her how to feed the sheep, and take her to the tallest tree to see 
how high they could climb together.

When Amy climbed out of the van, Simon called, “Hey, Amy, I bet you don’t know how to climb 
to that high branch.”  Simon climbed the tree and waved at Amy who was staring up from below.  
Simon climbed down and took her to see the sheep. Simon showed Amy how he could hold the 
bottle so the sheep would drink and let Amy hold the bottle for the last two drops. Then Simon 
said, “Hey, Amy, I bet I can find you in a game of hide and seek.”  Amy hid behind the garden shed.  
Simon found her in one minute flat. Then Simon said, “Hey, Amy, I bet you can’t find me if I hide!”  

Simon hid.  Amy looked and looked.  She looked some more, behind the garden shed, inside the 
barn, up in the hayloft, in the bushes beside the garden.  She even looked in the rain barrel.  No 
Simon. Amy was getting tired of looking. When she looked in the old wood shed one last time, she 
didn’t find Simon: she heard a tiny noise coming from a pile of wood.  She went closer and still 
couldn’t see anything, but the tiny noise was easier to hear.  Amy looked behind the wood pile, and 
what do you think she saw? (Solicit some guesses.) She saw . . .  five baby kittens!  That’s what 
was making the noise!  There was an orange one, two gray ones, a striped one, and a calico.  Amy 
crouched down and saw that their eyes were just starting to open. They looked so soft and cuddly! 

Amy knew that these kittens could be her secret, something that she knew and Simon didn’t.  She 
hugged herself and smiled as she stared at the wiggling fluff balls.  Then she giggled. She couldn’t 
keep this secret. This news was too good to keep secret.  This was great news for sharing!

She started running to find Simon calling, “Simon, Simon!  I found kittens!  I found five kittens!” 
Simon came running out of the barn where he had been hiding.

“I just found them,” said Amy breathlessly, “I can’t wait for you to see them!  Come on!”

“Wow, Amy, that’s awesome.  Show me!”

Simon let Amy name three of the kittens.  She named one Sir Prize. It was a great name for a 
surprise that she had shared.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, for the good news about the kittens. Thank you for even better news. Your love 
lives on because of Easter. We are so glad you didn’t stay dead. Help us share that good news with 
others. Amen. 

(At this point, you might want to distribute simple Easter greeting cards to the children that they can 
decorate and then share with someone else in church.)



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 2

Title: Sharing Peace with Simon?
Author: Glenna Regier 
Church: Tiefengrund Mennonite 

Church, Laird, SK

Text: John 20: 19-31
Theme: Jesus sends us to share this 

peace with others. 

Sharing Peace 
with Simon?

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Invite and welcome the children to this part 
of the worship service where we worship 
in child-like ways. Teach and practice the 
greeting, “Peace be with you.” Tell them 
this is the greeting Jesus used when he 
met his disciples after God made him alive 
again. Open your Bible to John 20 and show 
the words “peace be with you” in verses 
19 and 21. Encourage them to settle into 
a comfortable position and to think about 
breathing in the peace that Jesus gives. Take 
a few breaths to become peaceful or peace-
filled yourself. Express how wonderful it is to 
have this peace, and that Jesus’ friends greet 
and share this peace with others, just like 
Jesus did. Sometimes sharing peace with 
others isn’t easy, but it is what Jesus wants 
us to do, and helps us do. Today’s story is 
about a boy who learned to share that peace 
with someone he didn’t like.

Story:

Simon liked school, but Simon wasn’t sure 
if he liked everybody at school. There 
was a boy in his class named Luke. Luke 

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada



wasn’t mean. Luke wasn’t a bully, but Luke was not Simon’s friend and Simon didn’t know why. 
Luke would do things like yell out at recess from the monkey bars, “Simon says! Simon says!” 
He didn’t say it like he wanted to be awful, but some days he said it a lot. “Simon says! Simon 
says!” It made Simon cringe. Luke never chose Simon as a reading buddy in school, and it 
seemed that Luke was always on the opposite team when they played soccer in gym class. 
One time while Luke was talking to some of the other boys at lunch, Luke turned his back ever 
so slightly so that Simon could not join the circle of friends. Simon was sure that Luke didn’t 
like him and Simon didn’t know why. Simon tried not to worry about it, and played with his own 
friends instead.

Simon also loved soccer and that was an even bigger problem for Simon. On Monday, his coach 
for his after-school team had told the boys that they wouldn’t be able to play any games unless 
they found one or two more players. The only boys in Simon’s age group who didn’t play soccer 
were Luke, who never played on any teams outside of school, and Greg, who always went to 
visit his dad on the weekends. Simon hoped somebody new would move to town.

Wondering Questions:

I wonder why Luke would yell, “Simon says!”
I wonder what Simon could do to be friends with Luke.
I wonder what Simon and his team could do to get enough players on their soccer team.

Here is what happened:

Simon got some of his friends to come with him to talk to Luke one recess. By the time they got 
close to the monkey bars, Luke had quit saying “Simon says!” and just stared with a shy smile. 
Simon asked Luke if he would join the soccer team. Luke said that he would love to be on the 
team but he wasn’t allowed because his parents couldn’t drive him to any games. Simon’s mom 
and dad agreed to pick up Luke for every game. Luke and Simon spent a lot of time together 
in the van. They talked, they laughed, they acted out scenes from their favourite Star Wars 
movies, and they found out that they could be quite good friends. Now Luke and Simon are 
often reading buddies and partners in gym class. Luke still calls out at recess, “Simon says!” but 
Simon just laughs and yells back “Yes, Luke Skywalker!”

Prayer:

Thank you for stories with happy endings and that Simon learned to share peace with Luke and 
become friends. Please help us share your peace and be friendly to people in our church and 
neighbourhoods, even when we’re not sure we like them. Amen.

•
•
•



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 3

Title: See what God gives us.
Author: Glenna Regier 
Church: Tiefengrund Mennonite  

Church, Laird, SK

Text: Luke 24: 36b-49

Theme: Jesus’ peace is still with us 
and gives us power.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if Jesus’ power ever runs out in 
people.
I wonder how Jesus can be everywhere.
I wonder how I can feel Jesus’ power in 
me.
I wonder which adult here has a story to 
tell about Jesus’ power working in them.
I wonder what good works Jesus’ loving 
power wants to help me do.

•

•
•

•

•
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gives us.
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Invite and welcome the children to this part 
of the worship service where we worship 
in child-like ways. Practice the greeting, 
“Peace be with you” that you learned last 
week. Settle into a comfortable position for 
listening and worshiping. Open your Bible 
to Luke 24 and show the words, “Peace 
be with you” in verse 36. Explain that this 
time it was written down in another story 
of Jesus. In this story, Jesus teaches his 
disciples that the good news of God’s way 
is to be shared with everyone everywhere, 
and that God will clothe them with power 
to do this sharing. To show what this is 
like, you will be showing them some items 
instead of telling them a story, so invite them 
to sit so that everyone can see.

Object Lesson:

Go through each item and ask what it is 
used for.

Tell the children that they all have something 
in common with each other and see if they 
can figure out what it is. You can help them 
with these leading questions:



Do they each work on their own?
What do they need to work? 

Have the children sort the items into groups:

battery operated
electricity operated
wind operated

Each one of these items needs some kind of power from outside itself in order to work. Without 
wind, the kite is just lying here, without electricity, the kettle will never heat the water for hot 
chocolate, and without batteries, the flashlight will never shine in the dark.

People are another group just like the battery group, electricity group, and wind group. You need 
some kind of power to work, too. Do you need wind to move? Do your parents have to change 
your batteries every month? Do you need electricity to speak and work and play? One kind of 
power we get is from the food we eat. Another kind is from the sleep we get. But we also need 
the power of love. This is a power that comes from Jesus. Jesus’ love and power is everywhere, 
with everyone. It helps us love others and do the right thing. When Jesus lived on earth, he 
helped his disciples, he healed many sick people, and he taught people about God’s amazing 
love. Now that Jesus is in heaven, his Spirit helps us by filling us with energy and love so that 
we can love and help others. That’s how we show people that God’s peace is still with us.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, that your loving power lasts longer than a battery. We are so glad your loving 
Spirit is with us and in us. Help us share that powerful love today. Amen.

1.
2.

1.
2.
3.



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 4

Title: Jesus takes good care of us.
Author: Glenna Regier 
Church: Tiefengrund Mennonite 

Church, Laird, SK

Text: John 10: 11-18

Theme: We can trust Jesus, because 
he is like people who take  
good care of animals.

Needed items: A plush kitten or a calendar 
picture of a cat or two.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if a vet is like a shepherd.
I wonder if Jesus is like a vet, or like Amy 
and her mom.
I wonder how Jesus helps us be healthy 
and happy.
I wonder how we can give Jesus a thank-
you hug.

•
•

•

•
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather 
together for their special worship time. 
Remind them that this story time gives 
everyone a chance to draw close to God, 
and that it can help us worship if we imagine 
ourselves onto the lap of Jesus, who loved 
to tell stories and bless children. Open your 
Bible to John 10 and show the children the 
chapter heading “I am the Good Shepherd” 
and verse 11 where Jesus says, “I am the 
good shepherd.” Today’s story is about 
the way Jesus takes good care of us, like 
a shepherd takes good care of sheep. 
Since most of us know kittens better than 
sheep, today’s story will help us understand 
what Jesus’ being our shepherd means, 
by talking about kittens. Can you imagine 
yourself being a kitten (hold up the toy or 
picture)? If you were a kitten, what would 
you need to be healthy? What would you 
need to be happy? Listen to what happened 
to the kittens in today’s story.



Story:

Amy liked being in the barn because of the kittens. She just loved holding them and playing 
with them. Twix was her favorite. He was fluffy and orange. He was very friendly and would 
always start to purr as soon as she picked him up. But today, when Amy found Twix, she knew 
something was wrong. He meowed sadly, and when she picked him up, he purred, but his eyes 
were watery and one was almost swollen shut. Twix sneezed and sneezed. Her mother said that 
sometimes the littlest barn kittens got sick and didn’t live long, but she and Amy decided Twix 
was so special that they should drive him to the vet in town. 

  Amy hopped into the truck and held Twix in a soft old baby blanket, all the way to town. Amy 
cuddled the little kitten and sang softly to him. When they got to the vet’s office, Amy handed 
Twix over to the vet and stayed in the examination room. The vet carefully peered into Twix’s 
ears and spoke quietly when Twix meowed. He felt Twix’s stomach gently and chuckled when 
Twix began to purr. With a smooth cloth, he dabbed away the yucky stuff from Twix’s eyes. 
He was smiling at Twix the whole time. Amy wondered if the vet loved all of his patients in this 
way. At the end of the examination, the vet cuddled Twix under his chin, petted him with his big 
hands, and told him what a lucky little kitten he was. The vet gave Twix a needle for the mites 
in his ears and sent home some medicine that Twix would need everyday until his sneezing 
stopped and his eyes were clear. Amy picked up Twix and felt him purr again. She was so 
relieved that Twix was going to be OK and gave the vet a great big thank-you smile. Then she 
thanked Jesus for the kind vet who had taken care of Twix and given him what he needed that 
day.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, that you care for us even more than the people who cared for Twix in this 
story. We love you and send you our thank-you smiles. Thank you, that there are people who 
show us what loving care is like. Please help us be like that, too. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 5

Title: Fruit on the Vine
Author: Charlotte Martens
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 15:1-8

Theme: Stay connected with God.
Needed: A tomato plant

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if the broken branch could have 
been fixed.
I wonder what we can learn about God 
through tomato plants.
I wonder if I am like a healthy tomato 
plant.

•

•

•
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they come forward 
for the children’s story and help them settle 
into a comfortable position and a worshipful 
mood to help them know that God is 
very near. It may help them to imagine 
themselves settling onto the lap of Jesus, 
who loves children and stories very much. 
Open your Bible to John 15 and show them 
the superscription “Jesus the True Vine” and 
the sentence, “I am the true vine, and my 
father is the vinegrower.” Ask the children if 
this is puzzling, and about ideas it suggests 
to them. Wonder if it means that Jesus also 
loves gardening. Today’s story is about a 
tomato vine, and it is here to help everyone 
understand what Jesus meant when he said 
he was the true vine.

Story:

Every spring when the weather begins to 
warm up, I plant some tomato plants in my 
back yard. The first thing I do is add some 
compost to the soil in my garden so the 
plants will have the food that they need 
to grow. What are some other things that 
plants need to grow? (water and sunlight) 



Then I dig a little hole in the ground, gently place the tomato plant into the hole, and press the 
dirt firmly around the plant. After the plants are in the ground, I give them some water. Then I 
watch and wait.

In a few days, the tomato plants look taller. It seems that, every time I look at the plants, new 
leaves have grown on the tender branches. By the end of the summer I am amazed at how 
thick and strong this thin stem (show stem on plant) or vine has become. As tomato plants grow 
in the garden, their branches change, too. What will you find on the ends of the branches in a 
few weeks that isn’t there now? Yes, little yellow flowers. And, what will those flowers become? 
Yes, tomatoes. All through the spring and summer, the tomato stem takes the food it needs 
from the soil and passes it on to the branches so that they will be able to produce big, ripe, juicy 
tomatoes.

Last summer, my tomato plants were covered with yellow flowers when the wind began to blow. 
For a whole afternoon, the wind blew mightily. I was worried about what would happen to my 
tomato plants. Can you help me make a wind by blowing on this plant? When the storm ended, 
I went outside to have a look at my garden. I was glad to see that the strong stems had stayed 
whole and that the plants were still firmly rooted in the ground. But, when I looked a little closer, 
I saw that one of the branches was bent. I left the broken branch there for a few days, hoping it 
would straighten out again. Can you guess what happened to it? First, it got a little droopy. Then 
it started to turn yellow, because it was too broken to get food from the stem, and I knew that 
I might as well cut it off. That branch wasn’t going to produce any tomatoes because it wasn’t 
connected to the stem anymore.

Today’s Bible reading says that Jesus is like the vine (just like the stem on the tomato plant) and 
we are like the branches. It may sound a little strange to think of Jesus being like a tomato plant 
stem and us being like tomato plant branches. I think the point Jesus was trying to make was 
that we need to stay connected, because when we stay connected to Jesus, God’s love flows 
through us and helps us grow so we have good things to share with others, like the connected 
tomato branch can grow and share its tomatoes with us.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, that your love makes us strong. Help us stay connected to your love so our 
spirits can keep growing and we can have good things to share with others. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 6

Title: Bear Hug
Author: Charlotte Martens
Church: Charleswood Mennonite  

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 15:9-17
Theme: Love one another as Jesus 

loves us
Needed: (Optional) A teddy bear to  

help tell the story

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if Squirrel and Coyote found the 
berries in Bear’s secret patch.
I wonder what we can learn from Bear and 
his friends about loving each other.
I wonder if we can share God’s love with 
bear hugs, too.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

Bear Hug
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves all together snuggling into God’s 
big lap. Open your Bible to John 15 and 
read verse 12. In today’s Bible reading 
Jesus tells us to love each other like God 
loves us. Our story is about a bear who will 
show us something good about God’s love. 
How do bears show love? With a bear hug 
of course! Let’s give ourselves bear hugs 
whenever we hear about it in the story and 
imagine God is hugging us. 

Story:

Bear woke up with a big yawn and an even 
bigger stretch. Every day he started his day 
like this: First, he walked to his secret berry 
patch and looked for berries. Then he took 
a brisk walk down the path that led to the 
river, where he enjoyed a refreshing swim. 
Today he found his favourite breakfast 
– great handfuls of juicy, ripe, purple
Saskatoon berries.



As Bear was munching away, he heard someone crying softly. He looked around, and there sat 
Squirrel, looking very dejected. Bear asked Squirrel what the problem was. Squirrel told him that 
the big, plump acorn he had been planning to have for breakfast had rolled away and was lost. 
Bear wanted to help his friends, so he gave Squirrel the kind of hug that bears are world famous 
for, a bear hug, of course. He promised to help Squirrel find the lost acorn.

Bear sniffed around under some leaves. Sure enough, he found the missing acorn. Squirrel 
was so pleased to have his missing breakfast back, that he thanked Bear over and over again. 
Bear said good-bye and ambled on. Bear knew the river was just around the next corner. He 
could hardly wait for his morning swim. What was that!? He heard a strange, hoarse, rasping 
sound. Bear walked a little further, and there was Coyote, looking very sad. Bear leaned down 
and gave Coyote the kind of hug that Bears are world famous for, a bear hug, of course. Coyote 
whispered in Bear’s ear and told him his problem. Coyote had spent the whole night howling at 
the moon. He had howled so long and so hard that he had lost his voice. Coyote’s throat hurt 
and he didn’t know how to fix it. Bear invited Coyote to come to the river with him for some cool 
water. Coyote had a long, refreshing drink from the river and felt better. He thought he could feel 
his voice returning. Coyote howled his thanks to Bear, who was already enjoying his swim.

Bear swam and swam, enjoying the morning sun and the cool water. Then his tummy reminded 
him that he needed some more food. He climbed out of the water, shook himself dry, and set 
off for his secret berry patch. When Bear arrived at the berry patch, he saw that there wasn’t a 
single berry left. With his tummy rumbling loudly, Bear set off sadly for home. As Bear walked up 
the path to his home, he was surprised to see Squirrel and Coyote on his doorstep. They had 
gathered a special breakfast to thank Bear for his help. Between them sat an enormous basket 
of Saskatoon berries and a small pot of honey.

Bear put one paw around Coyote and one paw around Squirrel. Then he gave his two friends 
the kind of hug that bears are world famous for, a bear hug of course.

Prayer:

(Depending on the size and nature of the group, pray in a group bear-hug formation or by 
everyone giving themselves a bear hug.)

Thank you, Jesus, that you showed us God’s big bear-hug love. Help us share your love with 
others. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Easter 7

Title: Sunday School Bullies
Author: Charlotte Martens
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 17: 6-19
Theme: Jesus prays for us so we will 

be like a loving, joy-filled  
family.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder why Vanessa and Sandy thought 
it was fun to ignore Abby.
I wonder if this kind of bullying ever 
happens in our Sunday school.
I wonder how Jesus’ prayer was answered 
in this story.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

Sunday School 
Bullies
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather 
together for this special story time. Remind 
them that this time gives them a good 
chance to notice the nearness of God and to 
remember that God delights in our worship. 
Open your Bible to John 17 and explain that 
the ideas for today’s story come out of the 
longest prayer of Jesus that anyone wrote 
down. Read verse 13 of the prayer to them 
as a short sample of how Jesus prayed 
for us. Invite them to listen for ways Jesus’ 
prayer is answered in the story.  

Story:

It was a sunny Sunday morning in church. 
Grace saw her friends, Sandy and Vanessa, 
and ran over to them to say hello. They 
had been friends for a long time and 
Grace looked forward to being with them in 
Sunday school every week. Today, when 
Grace joined her friends, they whispered: 
“When we get into Sunday school today, 
we’re going to ignore Abby; we won’t talk 
to her, won’t look at her, let’s just pretend 
she isn’t there. It will be fun to see what 
she does.” With that, Sandy and Vanessa 



skipped toward the classroom. Grace just stood there with a horrible sinking feeling in the pit of 
her stomach.

Grace walked slowly toward the classroom. Abby was already sitting down. She hadn’t been 
going to Sunday school very long and was a bit shy. Grace couldn’t look Abby in the eye. So, 
she sat down and just stared at the floor. Sandy and Vanessa giggled. Before anything else 
could happen, the Sunday school teacher started the lesson for the day.

Sandy and Vanessa continued to ignore Abby. And, even though Grace hadn’t agreed to the 
plan, she ignored Abby too, because she was worried her friends wouldn’t like her if she didn’t 
go along with their plan. For the rest of the morning, Grace couldn’t concentrate on anything. 
She felt so bad for ignoring Abby. 

When they got home from church, her Dad could see that something was wrong. Finally, Grace 
told him the whole story. And then she asked: “What do I do about next week, Dad? I feel bad 
for Abby but I think it would just be too hard to tell Sandy and Vanessa how I feel. They may 
never speak to me again.” Her Dad said: “There are some verses in the Bible that might help 
you to solve this problem. The Bible says that Jesus prays for us so that we will be like one 
loving family. I think that Jesus will give you the strength you need to do the right thing.” Grace 
didn’t feel very strong, but she thought a lot about what her Dad had told her and prayed for 
strength. After a few days, she came up with a plan.

Next Sunday, Sandy and Vanessa were waiting for her. “Same as last week, O.K?” said 
Vanessa. Grace took a deep breath and quietly said: “I won’t ignore Abby, it’s not right.” Then 
she walked toward the classroom. The first thing Grace said when she got into the classroom 
was, “Hi, Abby.” Abby smiled shyly. When it was time to work with a partner, Grace asked Abby 
to work with her. They ended up having a great time. Grace hardly noticed Sandy and Vanessa 
watching her.

When class ended, Vanessa suggested that Grace and Abby sit with her and Sandy during 
church. With a quiet voice, Sandy said: “We’re sorry about last week, Abby, we shouldn’t have 
ignored you.” As all four girls walked into church together, Grace realized that the horrible 
sinking feeling in the pit of her stomach had been replaced by joy.

Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus, for helping Grace be strong and loving, and for giving her joy. Please help 
us behave like a loving family in our church, too, so that your joy can keep on growing in our 
church.



Children’s Story
Year B, Pentecost

Title: You can’t see it – but it’s there
Author: Charlotte Martens
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 15:26-27 16:4b-15
Theme: Through the Holy Spirit, 

Jesus is among us.
Needed: Clear drinking glass, a piece 

of paper, and a large   
container full of water

Wondering questions: 

I wonder if we could see air if it were 
coloured.
I wonder if Jesus ever did this air 
experiment with children.
I wonder if God’s Holy Spirit keeps things 
dry.
I wonder how God’s Spirit is in and around 
us.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

You can’t see it 
– but it’s there
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children to this part of the 
worship service that is especially for them. 
Tell them that God has given us all a healthy 
dose of curiosity to help us wonder about 
things, to learn more about how things work, 
and even to think about God. Today our 
worship is about God’s Holy Spirit. Have 
you heard about the Holy Spirit? The Holy 
Spirit is one of the ways we experience and 
talk about God. One way of thinking about 
what the Holy Spirit is like is to think about 
the air we breathe. So let’s settle down, with 
our curiosity ready to help us, and watch 
this experiment about air so it can help us 
understand something about the Holy Spirit.

Science Experiment:

The premise of this experiment is that air 
takes up space that looks empty. This is one 
way to help children understand that even 
though we cannot see the Holy Spirit, the 
Holy Spirit is present among us.



What to do:

Crumple up the piece of paper and jam it into the drinking glass (or have one of the children 
do it for you).

Ask the children what they think will happen if you push the drinking glass into the water 
upside down. Have them predict whether the paper will be wet or dry.

Push the drinking glass straight into the water and submerge it for a few seconds.

Remove the glass from the water. Continue to keep it straight.

Have one of the children remove the paper from the glass. Is the paper wet or dry? Why 
didn’t the paper get wet?

Help the children to understand that air takes up space that looks empty. The glass already 
has air in it, so there is no room for water in that space.

The Holy Spirit is one of the ways we talk about God. One example of what the Holy Spirit is like 
is the air we breathe. We can’t see the Holy Spirit, but it is there. That’s one way the Holy Spirit 
is like air. You can’t see the air; but it is there just the same. That’s what the experiment showed 
us. The water glass looked like it was empty, but it was full of air that kept the water from getting 
in and wetting the paper. If paper could feel, it would have felt the pressure of the air. We can 
feel air, too. We can’t see it, but it is there. 

That’s how it is with the Holy Spirit. We can’t see it, but it is there, and sometimes we can feel it 
comforting, or warning us, to live in God’s ways. Sometimes the Holy Spirit is called the breath 
of God.

Let’s take a deep breath of air and think about breathing in God’s Holy Spirit. When you go back 
to your seat, you can think about God as you breathe, and remember that through the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus is among us and in us. You can’t see the Holy Spirit, but it is there.

The experiment is taken from: Science Is, by Susan V. Bosak Scholastic Canada Ltd. 
(Markham, ON.), 1991

Prayer:

Thank you, Holy Spirit, for being there, like the air, even if we can’t see you. Thank you that you 
are in us and around us, and help us know God. Amen.

*Sing The Story 121, Nothing is lost on the breath of God, would be a suitable song for the 
congregation to sing as the children go back to their seats.

•

•

•

•

•

•



Title: Are you Nuts?

Author: Elsie Rempel

Church: Charleswood Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 3: 20-25, especially 
verses 20-21

Theme: Following Jesus makes us 
act a little strange

Are you 

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves all together snuggling into God’s 
big lap to hear this short story about Jesus. 
Open your Bible to Mark 3 and read verses 
20-21. Then say, “In today’s Bible reading, 
we hear two important things. 1. Jesus was 
so popular that he and his disciples couldn’t 
even find time to eat. 2. Some people 
thought he had gone nuts, so his family was 
coming to see if he was OK or if he needed 
a time-out. Have these ever happened to 
you as you follow Jesus? They happened to 
the girl in this story, who got quite famous by 
doing what I think Jesus would have done. 
And sometimes her friends thought she was 
nuts, too. Listen.”

Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 5 

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive available 
as a resource to teachers, ministers and others of Mennonite 
Church Canada ©2012. Posted by permission of the author. 
Edited by Elsie Rempel, director of Christian Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada.

Nuts? 



Story
When Hannah Taylor of Winnipeg was 5, 
back in 1996, she saw a man eating out of a 
garbage can on a frozen winter day. Hannah 
was filled with sadness and questions. “Why, 
why, why?” she asked. She wondered, “If 
everyone shared what they had, could that 
cure homelessness?” Her parents helped 
her learn about hunger and homelessness 
and about the people who are troubled by 
homelessness, even when some of her friends 
thought she was nuts. But Hannah didn’t care 
about that. She was more interested in finding 
ways of helping people who were hungry and 
didn’t have a home. She wanted to make a 
difference, and with her parents’ help, she did.

By the time Hannah was eight years old, 
she had founded The Ladybug Foundation 
Inc., a registered charity, and had become 
the innocent face of the homeless, seeing 
their plight with the clarity of a child and 
speaking out for them across Canada, and 
elsewhere in the world. Hannah spoke to 
one person at a time and to groups as large 
as 16,000. Hannah was convinced that 
everyone deserved a roof over their head and 
enough food to eat, as basic human rights. 
Sometimes, Hannah hardly had time to eat. 
It’s a good thing her parents supported her 
and made sure she got the food and the rest 
that she needed.

Once, when Hannah was at a teenage shelter 
in Toronto, she experienced a moment that 
she will never forget. As she was leaving the 
shelter, hugging each child, one of the quietest 
children stepped from the back and said, “Until 
today I thought no one loved me. Now I know 
you love me.” This is a clear sign that Hannah 
was being like Jesus with skin on. Like Jesus, 
she got famous quite quickly, and like Jesus, 
some people thought she was nuts for caring 
so much about homeless people.

* You can learn more about Hannah by 
visiting the Ladybug Foundation website, or 
by reading the children’s book, Ruby’s Hope, 
which is available through McNally Robinson 

Booksellers.

Prayer
Thank you God, for the amazing power of your 
love at work in us. Thank you that sometimes 
bullies actually become friends. Please help us 
use loving words to build peace and friendship 
wherever we are. Amen.

Wondering questions:

•	 I	wonder	where	we	see	Jesus	in	Hannah’s	
story.

•	 I	wonder	why	her	friends	thought	she	was	
nuts.

•	 I	wonder	what	unusual	things	Jesus	wants	to	
help my family do.

Sing
When You Learn to Follow Jesus (You Will Act 
a Little Strange), Track 14 on the CD: God’s 
Love is for everybody. ©2002, Faith and Life 
Resources, Mennonite Church Canada.

Prayer
Thank-you, Jesus, for helping Hannah and 
her parents do the right thing even when her 
friends thought she was nuts. Help our families 
follow your example in similar ways. Amen.

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796



Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 6

Title: Dandelions!
Author: Vern Klassen-Wiebe
Church: Charleswood Mennonite  

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 4:26-34
Theme: God’s unstoppable Kingdom 

grows within and among us.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder why dandelions are so 
unstoppable.
I wonder if people with deep roots in God 
keep blooming like dandelions.
I wonder how deep the roots of God’s 
loving purposes go, and how the seeds of 
God’s love spread in our world.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

Dandelions!
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for the 
children’s story. Encourage them to settle 
into a comfortable position. Engage the 
children in some preliminary conversation 
about spring and how great it is that all the 
plants and trees are bursting out. Ask them 
about their favourite parts of spring. Move 
from this conversational time into a mood 
of holy expectancy as you focus on God’s 
presence among you. Open your Bible to 
Mark 4:26 and show them the short little 
story that Jesus told about the growing seed 
to explain what God’s kingdom is like. What 
a good story to focus on in spring, when the 
weather is warm again, the grass is green 
again, and flowers are wonderful. But, that 
also reminds you of something you don’t 
like about spring, but that is kind of like the 
kingdom of God

Story:

Believe it or not, there are some things 
about spring that I do NOT like! It’s the 
dandelions that seem to pop up faster 
than the grass. I really should like them. 
They are bright yellow and happy looking. 



I get bouquets of them from people your age. What is there not to like about them? Well, my 
neighbours don’t seem to have any and so I think that I shouldn’t have any, either. Mine stick out 
in a not-so-nice way. Oh bother, what am I supposed to do?

I’ll let you in on a little secret! I asked my children to pick off all the yellow dandelions so our 
yard wouldn’t look so yellow. That was a good idea, wasn’t it? Well, there wasn’t too much 
complaining and they did a good job. Now our lawn looks good again.

The next day my daughter came home after school and announced, “Well, we did all that work 
for nothing yesterday! There are as many dandelions on the lawn as we picked yesterday. 
What’s the use?!”

Jesus told stories about how seeds grow mysteriously and about how tiny seeds can grow into 
big plants. Jesus compared these growing seeds to how God’s kingdom is growing in the world. 
God keeps on planting little seeds of love and goodness that help make the world the way God 
wants it to be, whether we help or not, just like dandelions keep growing in my lawn.

I don’t think dandelions grew where Jesus lived, but if they did, I wonder if Jesus would have 
said, “The Kingdom of God is like a dandelion.” The seeds of God’s love and goodness among 
us may be small, but mysteriously they grow into big plants and produce more seeds; just like 
those dandelions in my lawn which I can’t seem to stop. 

Prayer:

Thank you for dandelions with their roots and seeds; for the way they remind us of your 
unstoppable loving purposes. Please help us stay rooted in your love and truth, and spread the 
seeds of your kingdom around your world. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 7

Title: Feeling Cold
Author: Vern Klassen-Wiebe
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 4:35-41
Theme: Jesus demonstrates his 

concern and power by  
calming the sea.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder why some people feel cold in 
spaces that feel warm to others.
I wonder what Sarah’s Mom did when 
Sarah asked God to turn up the weather.
I wonder how Jesus’ disciples felt after he 
calmed the storm.
I wonder what miracles of God’s love are 
happening in our church family.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

Feeling Cold

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children warmly as they 
gather for the children’s story and help them 
settle into comfortable positions and into an 
awareness of being in a holy place where 
it is easy to notice that God is near. Invite 
them to imagine that God is holding us all 
in God’s hand. Open your Bible to Mark 4 
and explain that today’s Gospel text tells a 
story about a time when the disciples were 
frightened and Jesus helped them in the 
best way he knew. In today’s story, Sarah 
helps her mother, who isn’t frightened, but 
who has a problem with being cold. Like 
Jesus, she helps in the best ways she 
knows.

Story:

Sarah’s mother was always cold. She would 
wear socks in the summer and heated 
socks in winter. She would heat up water 
bottles for her bed and didn’t want to put 
away the feather blanket when summer 
came. Her hands were almost always icy 
and even the tip of her nose was always 
cold. Sarah really noticed the nose!



Sarah was used to hearing, “Could someone turn up the heat?” Now Sarah did not feel cold 
all that often and worried about her mom and how miserable her cold mom felt. But what could 
she do? She did everything she could. She gave her mom her favourite stuffed animal called 
‘warm-buddy’. She brought her mom extra socks when her feet were cold. She asked her if 
she wanted a pair of mittens for her hands. She even tried to make a little “mitten” for her nose. 
One day Sarah came and announced to her mom, “Mommy, I’ve decided to ask God to turn up 
the weather so you can stay warm!” Now that did warm up Sarah’s mom’s heart even if it didn’t 
warm up her nose.

When Jesus walked the earth he did many miracles and healings. Jesus showed his love for 
needy people by performing these miracles and healings. When his disciples were afraid they 
would die in a storm on the lake, Jesus showed his love and power by calming the storm. Listen 
for that story when the Gospel text is read in a while. Just as Sarah wanted to help her mom so 
much that she wanted to change the weather, Jesus showed his love for people when he did 
miracles. God still loves people today and does miracles to show that love. Can you recognize 
those miracles?

Prayer:

Jesus, we thank you for showing your love for people in many special ways. We thank you that 
your love helps us care for each other. Please help us notice the many ways you show your love 
for people. Amen. 



Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 8 

Title: Exchange Student
Author: Vern Klassen-Wiebe
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 5:21-43
Theme: Jesus breaks through  

boundaries for those who 
have faith in him.

Wondering questions: 

I wonder why it was easier for Sarah to 
be friendly than for the older people in her 
family.
I wonder what it would be like to have 
someone from another place, or someone 
who is always bleeding, in your house.
I wonder who Jesus wants us to be 
friendly to today.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
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Exchange Student
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Resource Centre

Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for 
the children’s story and invite, but don’t 
coerce, them to sit next to someone they 
don’t usually sit beside. Ask them to give 
you a thumbs- up, down or in-between, to 
show how they feel about sitting beside 
a different person than usual. Encourage 
them to exchange smiles with the people 
next to them and settle into that place so 
that they can listen and notice the nearness 
of God, who loves all of us lots and lots 
and helps us love each other. Open your 
Bible to Mark 5 and explain that in today’s 
Gospel reading you will hear the story about 
a woman nobody wanted to sit beside. This 
woman had a problem. She kept bleeding. 
Because of this, people would not touch her 
and would not let her into their homes. She 
had lived with this problem for twelve years! 
When Jesus realized that he had been 
touched by her he didn’t say, “Oooh, quit 
touching me, you’re unclean.” No, he said, 
“Your faith has made you well; go in peace, 
and be healed of your disease.” Then the 
people welcomed her in their homes and sat 



next to her. Here is a story about Sarah and how she helped her family welcome someone who 
wasn’t sick, but seemed kind of different. 

Story:

Sarah’s older sister was in an exchange program with a girl from Germany, so there was going 
to be an extra sister in the house for three months. There was lots of worrying about how the 
family would include this new person. “What do we say to this person? How do we treat her? 
Will she like our food? Are there certain things we shouldn’t talk about? Will she be able to 
understand us?”

Sarah, who was seven, couldn’t understand all this worry. She was excited to get a new ‘sister’ 
and couldn’t wait to meet her. When she arrived, Anke seemed ill at ease. Sarah’s family also 
looked ill at ease. Sarah, however, felt nothing of the sort. She walked up to Anke and gave her 
a hug. Over the next several days, Sarah talked Anke’s ear off showing her things, explaining 
games, and asking Anke to play. While the rest of the family felt awkward at first, Sarah was 
very comfortable with Anke, and Sarah became Anke’s favourite ‘sister’. Sarah didn’t let a 
different language, customs, or expectations prevent her from doing her best to be friends with 
Anke. 

Sarah helps us understand what Jesus is like. Jesus didn’t let barriers prevent him from talking 
to people or healing them. You may know some other stories where Jesus talks to people and 
heals people that others don’t want to talk to or touch or sit beside. Jesus didn’t worry about 
what people did. He befriended and helped the people who needed him most.

Prayer:

Jesus, we thank you for people like Sarah who are good at being friendly. Thank you for being 
friendly to people who needed your help, even if other people were mean to them. Please help 
us be friendly like Sarah and Jesus. Amen.



Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 9

Title: Camping
Author: Vern Klassen-Wiebe
Church: Charleswood Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 6:1-13
Theme: Jesus trained his disciples to 

co-operate and ask for help  
from others..

Wondering questions: 

I wonder what things your families have 
forgotten and had to borrow.
I wonder why it is easier to make friends 
when we ask people for help.
I wonder how God wants us to show our 
trust in God’s care today.

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church 
Canada

Camping
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Gathering Activity:

Welcome the children as they gather for 
the children’s story and help them settle 
into comfortable places. Engage them in 
a brief conversation about camping, using 
questions such as: How many of you like 
to go camping? What do you have to do 
to be ready to camp? (You need to pack 
your tent, sleeping bags, pillows, axe, 
firewood, camp stove, food, and dishes. 
Sometimes it feels like you need just about 
everything!) Open your Bible to Mark 6 and 
say, now that’s another thing that’s great to 
take on a camping trip, because campsites 
are great places for taking time to be with 
God’s Word. But so is this, and the ideas 
for today’s story about camping come from 
the gospel of Mark (open your Bible) where 
Jesus tells his disciples what they need and 
don’t need to take along when they go on a 
trip. Here’s the story:

Story:

One summer Sarah’s family decided to 
go camping and they planned and packed 
everything that they needed. Well, they 
thought they had packed everything. When 
they arrived at the campsite they set up 



their tent. When they wanted to build a fire for hotdogs Sarah’s dad went to get the axe out of 
the van. But it wasn’t there! “Has anybody seen the axe?” Oops! The axe was left at home. 
What to do? They were stuck. Just at that moment the neighbour camper came over noticing 
they were short one axe and he offered his. Well, Sarah’s family was so grateful that you know 
what they did? They invited the neighbour family over to their new fire and shared ‘smores’ with 
them! The missing axe helped Sarah’s family to get to know another family. If they had had their 
axe they probably would have kept to themselves and wouldn’t have ventured out to do things 
together with the campers beside them.

Jesus didn’t send his disciples on a camping trip but he did send them on a mission trip to tell 
people to change their ways and follow Jesus. And he told them to take nothing for the trip 
except a walking stick and sandals. In their work they were supposed to depend on others 
and work together. They were supposed to get into situations where they would need help and 
people would be able to “lend them an axe”. Actually, by not taking everything they would need, 
the disciples were putting their trust in God; that God would provide all that was needed in their 
work and God would provide it by way of others helping the disciples.

Prayer:

Thank you, God, that you sometimes show your care for us through helpful strangers. Help 
us be helpful strangers when we have the chance. Help us to see and receive your love when 
strangers are willing to help us when we need to borrow things from them. Amen. 



Title: Simon’s Promise
Author: Michelle Stoesz
Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 

Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 6: 14 – 29
Theme: Be careful about the 

promises you make!
Needed: A Birthday Party invitation

Wondering Questions:
• I wonder if Simon learned to be more
careful about keeping promises.

• I wonder how you would feel if people
didn’t keep the promises they made to you.

• I wonder how we can learn to be careful
about the promises we make.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Simon’s Promise

Gathering Activity:
Warmly invite the children to come forward 
for a story that talks about one of today’s 
scripture texts in ways that connect with 
children. Welcome them and encourage 
them to settle into a comfortable position 
that helps them listen and worship. Once 
they are settled, show them the Scripture 
text and tell them that, in this Bible story, 
Herod was not careful enough about 
a promise he made, and it led to a big 
problem. Ask them if any of them have 
made a promise that led to trouble. Explain 
that, in today’s children’s story, a boy named 
Simon who is almost six years old makes 
a promise about his birthday that becomes 
quite a problem.

Children’s Story
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Story: 
(Hold up an invitation.)What is this? It’s a 
birthday invitation to Simon’s party. Simon 
loved talking about his birthday. He talked 
about it so much that he invited all the children 
in his Kindergarten class to his party, and this 
is where Simon’s troubles started. You see, his 
mother had said Simon could invite one child 
for each year of his life. How many is that? 
(6) In his excitement, Simon forgot he could 
only invite six friends. That’s what led to his 
problem.

What should Simon do? He had already 
promised the whole class that they could 
come.

Simon didn’t want to break his promise, but he 
knew he’d be in big trouble with his mom if the 
whole class showed up. He stopped talking 
about his party, but his classmates didn’t 
forget. They were waiting for a big party.

As his birthday got closer, everyone in Simon’s 
class was waiting for their Birthday Party 
invitations. What should Simon do? He was 
very tempted to make invitations for everyone, 
but he knew that wouldn’t work. He was so 
upset about his problem, that he didn’t even 
take his turn in the play corner. When his 
teacher asked him what was wrong, he cried, 
but then he told her about his problem.

She agreed with him that Simon had made 
a promise that created a problem. She didn’t 
know if it would be worse to be in trouble with 
his classmates or with his mom. When she 
asked Simon what he would do differently if he 
could start all over again, he said he would be 
careful not to invite more people than he had 
permission to invite.

Simon’s teacher and Simon thought about 
solving the problem. They thought and 
thought. Suddenly, Simon had an idea! 
“Teacher,” he said, “you are used to having 
the whole class here everyday. Could we have 
a simple party for the whole class here at 
school instead of me having a smaller fancier 
one at home? Would you help me not to be 
in trouble?” She said, “That’s a creative idea, 
Simon! Can I call your mother so we can talk 
about it together?” Simon agreed. 

When they called his mom, she agreed to 
Simon’s plan. Simon’s birthday party ended 
up being a nice lunch and play period in his 
classroom. He didn’t get any presents or go 
to any special place, but Simon had learned 
an important lesson, a lesson he would never 
forget. He told all his friends, “Be very careful 
about making promises. Making promises you 
can’t keep, or don’t really want to keep, can be 
a real problem.”

Let’s pray…
Our Father in Heaven,

You are our loving and caring parent.

Thank you that you make good promises and 
keep them.

Please help us be careful and make good 
promises, too. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Title: Inside and Outside Healing
Author: Michelle Stoesz
Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 

Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 6: 30 – 34, 53 – 56
Theme: Jesus shares and heals
Needed: Band-aids – one for each 

child

Wondering questions:
• I wonder how soon Andrew

would ride his bike without falling.

• I wonder how Andrew’s parents
were like Jesus.

• I wonder how Jesus
heals and teaches us today.

• I wonder how we can help Jesus heal
people on the inside and on the outside.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Inside and 
Outside Healing
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Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves all together snuggling into God’s 
big lap. Open your Bible to Mark 6 and read 
verse 34a. In today’s Bible reading we hear 
about Jesus’ compassion. Compassion is 
when you notice and care about what other 
people need. Jesus cared about and helped 
people by telling them good stories and by 
healing their sores and sicknesses. Jesus 
was helping people heal on the inside and 
on the outside.  In today’s children’s story 
Andrew’s parents act like Jesus when they 
show compassion, and help Andrew heal on 
the inside and on the outside. Listen:

Children’s Story
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Story:
Andrew was playing outside, riding his bike up 
and down the driveway. He was almost ready 
to take off the training wheels. Now that he 
knew how to ride his bike with training wheels, 
he wanted to try and ride his bike without 
training wheels. When his dad came out to do 
some work around the house, he asked him 
about it. They decided that it was time to take 
off the training wheels. The time had come for 
Andrew to ride his bike all by himself. They 
went to the garage to get the right kind of tools 
(show the kids a wrench) and took off the 
training wheels. Andrew was so happy to get 
back on his bike. His dad held on tight while 
he got on. He gave directions about keeping 
steady and focusing on going straight and 
looking ahead. Andrew and his dad counted 
down from 3. (Let’s count down together) 3 
– 2 – 1. GO! Andrew was off! Without training 
wheels! On his own! Andrew was doing fine, 
but then he started to wobble. Down he went, 
right on the hard driveway. Andrew’s knee was 
bleeding. It hurt, and he cried. His dad came 
running up to him and gave him a big hug and 
kiss. His mom came out, too, and took him 
back inside, where Dad held him while she 
gently washed Andrew’s knee to get rid of the 
germs and dirt. Then she put a fancy bandage 
on the scraped knee.

Andrew felt much better. Even before the 
healing began, Andrew was comforted by the 
way his parents showed that they loved him. 
They were helping him learn how to ride his 
bike, they told him it was normal to fall a few 
times when you drive without training wheels, 
and they helped him try again. Next time, they 
said, they would run alongside him so they 
could catch him before he hurt himself on the 
cement again. All these thingss helped Andrew 
learn, and they helped him heal on the inside, 
where his feelings were, as well as on the 
outside, where his scraped knee was.

Here is a Band-Aid for each of you to help you 
remember that Jesus teaches and heals.

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you for listening to us when 
we are hurting on the inside and the outside. 
Thank you for your healing power when we 
are sick. Please help (name the sick) feel your 
healing power today. Thank you for parents 
who show us your compassion by helping us. 
Amen.



Title: Gifts from God to the 
World

Author: Michelle Stoesz
Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 

Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 6: 1- 21
Theme: If we share, God can do 

wonderful things with our gifts.
Needed: a package, wrapped in 

wrapping paper, with a 
mirror inside; a bow, stickers 
and hearts.

Wondering questions:
• I wonder how God could create so many

different people.

• I wonder what would happen if everyone
thought of themselves as a gift from God
to the world.

• I wonder how God wants me to share
my gifts.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Gifts from God  
to the World
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Gathering Activity:
Warmly welcome the children as they settle 
into comfortable places for children’s time, 
that part of worship where adults try to 
communicate the day’s Gospel theme in 
ways that connect with children. Encourage 
them to imagine themselves as part of a 
large crowd that had gathered to listen to 
Jesus on a hillside beside a lake, and then 
open your Bible to John 21 and read verses 
1-3 to show them the setting for today’s 
Gospel reading. Tell them that, in the rest 
of that reading, Jesus uses a boy’s gift 
and shares his own abilities and love with 
others. In today’s story time, we will prepare 
ourselves to listen to that Bible story by 
thinking together about gifts we get from 
God.

Children’s Story
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Story:
I have a gift here; it is a gift from God. It is a 
very special gift. I want to share it with you by 
asking you to peek inside. When you see what 
is inside, please don’t let anyone else know 
what you see. Then we can talk about it once 
everyone has had a chance to see

it for themselves. (Open up the box and let 
all the children see themselves in the mirror 
individually.) 

What did you see? You saw yourselves? How 
is that a gift from God? (Encourage a few 
responses.) God made each one of you. Each 
one of us is a special gift from God to the 
world. We are all the same in some ways and 
different in others. That is part of the special 
way God made us. We all need love and 
respect and like to belong. Those are ways 
we are the same. Some of us look similar, and 
some look quite different on the outside. We 
have different colours of skin, of eyes, of hair. 
Our teeth and our noses may look different. 
We come in different sizes, too. God delights 
in variety and made each of us a little different.

God also prepared each of us to do special 
things. Some of us enjoy reading, some of us 
enjoy running and playing sports, some of us 
enjoy painting and making crafts. God made 
each one of us and God made us all special. 
God made us with our special interests and 
abilities so that we can help each other with 
them; so we can be gifts of God’s love to the 
world.

Will someone who does a good job of tying 
bows, please help me put a bow on this box? 
Then, I would like the rest of you to help by 
taking a sticker and sticking it onto this box. 
It will remind us of the gifts God has given us 
and wants us to be for others. You can take 
another sticker and a heart back to your seat 
with you. While you are worshiping with us, 
draw a picture on the heart. God gave you all 
your own special ways of drawing. I would like 
all of you to share your gifts with the whole 
church in that way.

When the worship time is over you can come 
and drop it through the slit in this box. 

Before you go to bed tonight, I would like you 
to ask one or two special grown-ups in your 
life, “What are my special gifts?” “What am I 
good at?” Maybe you can help them notice 
their special gifts, too. I’m sure they’d like to 
hear what you think they are good at, too.

Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for making each one of 
us with special gifts. Please help us to share 
the gifts you give us with the world, so that the 
world becomes more the way Jesus wants it to 
be. Amen.



Title: Family Connections
Author: Michelle Stoesz
Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 

Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 6: 24 – 35
Theme: Life in God’s family is good.

Wondering questions:
• I wonder what it would be like to live in a

boarding school.

• I wonder what it is like to be like family with
people we never met before.

• I wonder if missionary children still go to
boarding schools. (not very often)

• I wonder how believing in Jesus can help
us with the things we need.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada

Family 
Connections
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Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather and 
remind them that this story time is a chance 
to gather close together with other children 
and with God. Take a moment to become 
aware of being together, as a group of 
children in the nearness of God. Imagine 
yourselves altogether fitting onto and 
snuggling into God’s big lap. Today’s story 
is there to help us understand what Jesus 
said in John 6 about meeting our needs. 
Here it is in my Bible. Listen for this when 
the Scripture is read. But now let’s listen 
to this story which happened many years 
ago to Elizabeth, a little girl, who had to go 
to school far away from her parents and 
learned to live in God’s bigger family.

Children’s Story
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Story:
There was a little girl whose name was 
Elizabeth. Elizabeth and her family went to live 
in Nigeria, on the continent of Africa, for three 
years as missionaries with MCC (Mennonite 
Central Committee). In Nigeria, Elizabeth 
would have to go to a boarding school 
because there was no English school near 
their mission station. She would only see her 
parents on every other weekend. There was 
no phone at the school, so Elizabeth couldn’t 
even talk to her mom and dad between her 
weekends at home with them.

Elizabeth really missed her family. They 
missed her. It helped her to remember what 
her parents had told her: that Jesus’ love 
connected them and that his Spirit was right 
inside her and right inside them. Thankfully, 
that Spirit was right inside her boarding school 
teachers, too. Her teachers told her wonderful 
stories about being friends with Jesus. They 
told her that they were all parts of God’s 
family. They were like God’s love with skin on, 
and were very much like parents for her. Best 
of all, they helped the boarding school children 
prepare little picture gifts for their weekends at 
home and gave them chances to talk and write 
about their family when they got back to the 
boarding school.

Even though Elizabeth still found it hard 
to say good-bye to her family, believing in 
Jesus helped her become a happy part of a 
bigger family, God’s boarding school family. 
She made friends with the children of other 
missionaries. All of them believed in Jesus, 
and claimed him as their friend. They could 
pray to Jesus and talk to Him like they would 
talk to their parents or friends that they could 
see. Elizabeth told Jesus about the things that 
made her happy and things that made her 
sad. Being part of God’s family made life worth 
living. God’s son, Jesus, was always there to 
talk to when no one else was, or when no one 
else understood.

Prayer:
Jesus, thank you that you are so close to us; 
that you listen to us, and understand us when 
we pray. Thank you that you can hear the 
ideas in our heads. Jesus, this is what I want 
to tell you about right now. (pause) Thank you 
for listening, Jesus. Thank you for loving me. 
Amen.



Children’s Story
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Title: Saturday Morning Blues
Author: Deborah Froese
Church: First Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 6:35, 41-51
Theme: Jesus satisfies  

our deep needs 
Needed: Chocolate chip cookies

Wondering Questions:
I wonder if Pete would have played 
video games with Joey if he knew Joey 
was lonely.
I wonder why Mom was the only one 
who realized Joey wanted company.
I wonder how we can feel Jesus’ love 
when other people are too busy to spend 
time with us.
I wonder how Jesus can help us 
know about the things others need.

•

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada
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Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather 
together for this special part of the worship 
service. Thank them for taking the time and 
having the courage to come up front and 
share this time with the congregation. Help 
them settle into a comfortable position and 
an attitude of holy listening by reminding 
them that worship is a time where we 
remember God is near, listen to God, and 
give God our love and thanks. It is because 
of Jesus’ love that we gather and that 
same love that helps us be a loving and 
fair community. Open your Bible to John 6 
and explain that today’s Bible story shows 
us how Jesus satisfies our deep needs. 
Encourage them to listen, or remind them of 
today’s Gospel reading. Today’s children’s 
story is about Joey’s needs and how they 
get met. Listen:



Story:
Joey loved Saturday mornings. On 
Saturday mornings he could do whatever he 
wanted to do. He could watch cartoons or play 
video games with his big brother, Pete, or he 
could go to the park with his big sister, Sarah. 
He could even help Mom bake chocolate 
chip cookies or hand Dad tools as he worked 
on the old car in his garage. There were lots of 
things to do with his family.

One Saturday morning, Joey hopped out 
of bed, thinking about Bugs Bunny. But 
when he went to the family room to turn on 
the TV, he found his brother Pete sprawled 
across the sofa watching music videos. Joey 
didn’t care much for the music that went along 
with the pictures. “Hey, Pete. Can I watch 
Bugs Bunny?” he asked.

“Nope,” Pete replied. Joey thought of 
something else he could do and asked Pete, 
“Wanna play video games with me?” “Nope.”

Joey sighed and headed for the kitchen, 
where Sarah was eating toast and jam. 
“Sarah, will you take me to the park?” “Not this 
morning, buddy,” she said, tousling his hair. 
“I’m going shopping with my friends.” Joey 
sighed again. “Don’t be sad. I’ll bring you back 
a candy bar,” Sarah offered.

“Okay. Thanks.” Joey knew she was trying 
to cheer him up, but the idea of candy 
didn’t make him feel any better. He found 
Mom in the laundry room. “Can we make 
cookies this morning?” he asked. Mom closed 
the lid on the washing machine. “I’d love to, 
honey, but it was so busy at work this week 
that I didn’t have time to do laundry. Why 
don’t you see if you can help Dad in the 
garage?” Joey found Dad in the garage, but 
the tool box was closed and Dad was stuffing 
golf balls into his golf bag.

“Can we work on the car this morning?” Joey 
asked. “Sorry, son, but I’m golfing with a few 
of my buddies today.” Dad winked at Joey 
and hopped into his car – the newer one – and 
he was gone. Joey went back into the house 
and slammed the door as loud as he could, 
just as Mom walked by with a basket of clean 
laundry. “Oh my,” she said. “You don’t look 
very happy this morning.”

“This is the worst Saturday EVER,” Joey said. 
“There’s nothing to do.” Mom set the laundry 
basket on the counter. “Well, you could play 
with Lego or your toy cars. Or you could make 
your bed.” She smiled. “That’s boring,” Joey 
said. “It’s ALL boring. Everybody else has fun 
stuff to do.”

“Ah, I see,” Mom said. “Everyone else is busy. 
Would you like to help me fold some clothes? 
If we work together, we just might be able to 
finish faster. And then we could bake some 
cookies.” Joey thought that was the best idea 
he’d heard all morning.

Mom knew that what Joey really needed was 
to know that somebody cared enough about 
him to spend time with him. Knowing we are 
cared for feeds our spirit, just as bread and 
water feed our bodies. Joey’s Mom gives us a 
bit of an idea about how much Jesus cares for 
us. Remembering that can help us when we 
feel lonely because even our Moms don’t have 
time for us.

Prayer:
Thank you, Jesus, for caring for us and 
for always being with us! Help us to show 
your love by spending time with people who 
are lonely. Amen.





Title: Shine!
Author: Deborah Froese
Church: First Mennonite 

Church Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 6:51-58
Theme: We can live like Jesus 

because he lives in us.
Needed: Vocalist(s) to lead singing 

of “This Little Light of 
Mine”, or the CD: Songs 
to Live By, track 5, or 
a singing storyteller!, a 
small flashlight, and an 
empty glass jar large enough 
to hold the flashlight.

Wondering Questions:
I wonder if people can see the light 
of Jesus in me.

I wonder how I can be more like Jesus.

I wonder what I can do to share the light 
of Jesus.

•

•

•
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Gathering Activity:
Welcome the children as they gather 
together for this special part of the worship 
service. Thank them for coming up front 
to share this time with the congregation 
and tell them you appreciate the sparkly 
light in their eyes. Encourage them to look 
into each other’s eyes to see the sparkle. 
Explain that our eyes sparkle because we 
have the light of Jesus shining in us. Help 
them settle into a comfortable position and 
an attitude of holy listening by reminding 
them that worship is a time where we 
remember God is near, listen to God, and 
give God our love and thanks. Open your 
Bible to John 6: 51 and explain that in 
today’s Gospel reading Jesus is explaining 
how Jesus lives inside of us. There’s a 
song that helps us understand that, too, so 
today’s children’s time will begin with the 
song, This Little Light of Mine.

Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 15



Children’s Feature:
Do you know the song in HWB 401 This Little 
Light of Mine? Let’s sing it together. (Sing all 
three verses.)

1. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
(3 times), Let it shine (3 times)

2. Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine (3 
times), Let it shine (3 times).

3. All through the night, I’m gonna let it shine, (3 
times) Let it shine (3 times)

Do you know what the light in that song stands 
for? The light is Jesus, and Jesus lives in 
each of us. (Hold out the jar.) Let’s say this jar 
is you. This open jar has lots of space for a 
flashlight. It can help us think about our lives 
and how we can be open to the loving light of 
Jesus. (Turn on flashlight.) And this light helps 
us think about how the loving light of Jesus 
can shine in our lives.

(Put the flashlight in the jar.) What do you 
see when you look at the jar?

The light shines right through the jar. Now, 
you are not a glass jar, and I am not a glass 
jar, but the loving light of Jesus can still shine 
through us. We’re not see-through, so how 
do you think people can see the loving light 
of Jesus through us? Yes, you are right, when 
Jesus lives in our hearts, he fills us up with his 
love and his peace. That helps us think and 
live in his way. Jesus’ loving light becomes 
part of who we are and the choices we make. 
When we live this way and keep our lives open 
to the loving light of Jesus, we get to know 
Jesus better. The better we get to know Jesus, 
the brighter the light inside us will shine!

Prayer:
Thank you, Jesus, for living in us and teaching 
us your ways. Help us to let your light shine 
through us! Amen.



Title: Ready for Rain
Author: Deborah Froese
Church: First Mennonite 

Church, Winnipeg, MB
Text: John 6: 56-69,  

especially 67-69.
Theme: Jesus has the protecting 

words that really matter
Needed: Jacket with hood

Wondering Questions:
I wonder if everything went wrong for 
Max because he was upset about 
disobeying his mother.

I wonder what words of Jesus might 
have been helpful to Max. 

I wonder what words of Jesus would be 
helpful to me when I’m having a bad day. 

•

•

•

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
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Gathering Activity:
Invite the children forward for that part of the 
worship service that uses words that matter 
to children because they can understand 
them, and these words can help them know 
God better. Encourage them to settle into 
a comfortable position for listening and 
thinking about important stuff. Remember 
together that God is near and loves it when 
we pay attention to the words of Jesus and 
his disciples. Sometimes even the disciples, 
who spent lots of time with Jesus, had a hard 
time accepting the important words he said 
to them. Open your Bible to John 6, explain 
that the disciples had just had one of those 
hard times and read verses 67-69. In today’s 
children’s story, Max is like the disciples, but 
he has a hard time accepting some important 
words form his mom. Listen:
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Story:
“Don’t forget your jacket, dear.” Mom 
kissed Max’s cheek and bounced baby 
Emma on her lap. “It’s supposed to rain later 
today.” “Okay, Mom!” Max waved goodbye 
and raced out of the living room, but he left 
his jacket on the hook by the back door. Mom 
was wrong. It wasn’t going to rain; the sky 
was clear and blue and the sun felt warm on 
his skin. Still, as he walked to school he felt 
an uneasy rumbling in his stomach. Mom had 
asked him to do something and he hadn’t 
listened. Even though the weather was nice, 
Max did not have a very good day at school. 
Whenever he thought about disobeying Mom, 
things seemed to go wrong. The home-made 
purple play dough stained his new t-shirt. 
He got so much glue on his fingers that the 
collage he was making stuck to his skin. It 
tore in two when his friend Jimmy tried to pull 
it off. To make matters even worse, Max’s 
lunch had somehow gotten mixed up with 
his dad’s lunch, and he had tuna sandwiches 
instead of baloney. Max did not like tuna. “Fish 
breath,” Jimmy said. Max knew Jimmy was 
only teasing, but it still made him feel mad 
inside. When the afternoon recess bell 
rang, Max had to stay indoors to finish his 
math assignment, while Jimmy and all of his 
other friends grabbed their jackets and went 
outdoors to play.

Max was having a terrible day. He watched the 
clouds gather outside his classroom window 
and he wished that he had listened to his mom 
and brought his jacket along. When the end-
of-the-day bell rang, Max had to walk home in 
the rain. His purple stained t-shirt was soaked 
through by the time he got there.

“Oh Max, you look cold and miserable.” Mom 
said when she greeted him. She gave him a 
hug. “Come on. Let’s wrap you up in a big dry 
towel. Then I’ll help you find some dry clothes.” 

The cloud that was hanging over Max and his 
terrible day seemed to lift as he enjoyed his 
mother’s loving hug and the big warm towel. 
He hugged her back and told her about his 
terrible day. “I’m sorry I didn’t wear my jacket, 
but I’m glad you didn’t scold me about it. I’ll 
take it next time so I don’t get so wet.”

Poor Max. Have you ever been caught in the 
rain without a jacket? (Put on jacket and pull 
up hood.) Just like this jacket can help keep 
us dry in the rain – if we remember to take 
it along – the words of Jesus and the loving 
actions of Jesus’ followers can protect us. 
Mom’s gentle words were as warm as the dry 
towel she wrapped Max up in. Jesus’ words 
are like that, too. We can wrap ourselves up 
in the words of Jesus, so that no matter what 
happens to us, we will remember that he 
loves us and cares for us. And, just like Mom’s 
advice to Max about the jacket, Jesus’ words 
remind us of what is good and right to do.

Prayer:
Jesus, we love your words! Help us to carry 
them in our hearts so that we can be ready for 
everything that comes our way. Amen.  



Title: Fit for a King!
Author: Deborah Froese
Church: First Mennonite Church, 

Winnipeg, MB
Text: Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Theme: Having a clean attitude is 

the most important thing to 
Jesus.

Wondering Questions:
I wonder why Daphne wanted the king to 
remember her.

I wonder if Tasia was glad that she tried so 
hard to give the king a nice gift.

I wonder what I can do to keep a clean 
heart and a clean attitude.

•

•

•
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Gathering Activity:
Invite the children forward and welcome 
them warmly. Encourage them to settle into 
a comfortable position and remind them 
that this children’s story time is a chance 
to draw close to God. Once a climate of 
holy listening has been established, open 
your Bible to Mark 7 and tell them that in 
today’s Gospel reading Jesus explains how 
important it is to have a clean attitude. That 
kind of attitude is also important in today’s 
children’s story, which is about a party for a 
good and kind king. Listen:
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Story:
Once upon a time, two girls were preparing to 
celebrate the king’s birthday. “I don’t know 
what to give the king for his party tonight,” 
Daphne said. “He likes flowers,” Tasia 
suggested. “I’m going to pick some wildflowers 
for him. Maybe I’ll make a card, too.” “That’s 
too ordinary,” Daphne said. “Why don’t you 
buy him something instead?”

“All I have is the money Mother gave me 
for bread.” “Too bad,” Daphne said. “I’m going 
to buy him a spectacular bouquet so he’ll 
always remember who I am.” “But you don’t 
have any money either,” Tasia protested, 
“Except for the coin your grandmother gave 
you to buy thread.” “Grandmother has too 
much thread anyway.”

Daphne marched off to the flower shop. Tasia 
tried not to think about the pretty roses in the 
flower shop window. Instead, she bought a loaf 
of bread and took it home to her mother, just 
as she was supposed to do. She made a card 
for the king and tucked it into the pocket 
of her apron and hoped it would be good 
enough. On her way to pick flowers, Tasia got 
caught in a storm. Mud and rain splattered 
her clothes and the wind tangled her hair. But 
Tasia didn’t notice any of this. She was too 
busy choosing the prettiest blooms to tuck into 
the folds of her apron. When her apron was 
full, she hurried to the palace where a crowd 
had gathered.

The palace guards frowned at her. “Don’t you 
think you should take a bath before the king’s 
party?” they asked. “A bath? There isn’t time!” 
she protested. “And I want to give him these.” 
She opened her apron to show them her gift, 
and the flowers tumbled into a puddle, leaving 
only one wilted stem to offer the king. When 
Tasia looked down at the fallen flowers, she 
saw her muddy reflection in the puddle and 

cried out in dismay. How could she greet the 
king when she was such a mess? But before 
Tasia could escape, she was swept inside 
the palace by the rest of the crowd.

One by one, people bowed before the king 
and presented him with gifts. The king 
was delighted with Daphne’s flowers, but when 
Daphne’s grandmother bowed before the king, 
she had no present to offer. “I’m sorry, sir, 
I was planning to sew you a new vest, but 
my granddaughter, Daphne, used my thread 
money to buy you roses.” “Don’t worry, kind 
woman,” he said. “You are here to celebrate 
with me, and that is more important than a 
gift.” He scolded Daphne for using money 
that wasn’t hers and gave the roses to her 
grandmother.

Finally it was Tasia’s turn. She bowed and 
slowly pulled her home-made card out of 
her apron, tucking the one remaining flower 
inside. “Is that for me?” the king asked. “I’m 
sorry to say it is,” Tasia replied sadly. “The 
flower was beautiful once and the card wasn’t 
too bad either, but the storm made a mess of 
everything.”

The king took Tasia’s gift. “This is the most 
beautiful flower I have ever received and 
the card is just as special.” “How can that be?” 
Tasia asked. The king smiled. “You went to a 
lot of trouble to bring these to me. You may be 
muddy, but your heart is clean and pure. You 
have the right attitude and that makes your gift 
fit for a king.” 

Prayer:
Lord Jesus, thank you for showing how us to 
keep our hearts and attitudes clean. Please 
give us the courage to choose to do the right 
things. Amen. 



Title: Who Gets the Extra Special 
Banana Chocolate Chip 
Muffins?

Author: Karen Suderman
Church: St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text: Mark 7: 24-37  

(especially 24-30)
Theme: It is better to take a risk and 

share than to leave someone 
out

Wondering questions:
• I wonder what Grandpa said to Sadie when

he heard about how she shared.

• I wonder when it is more important to share
than to listen to our parents.

• I wonder what risks Jesus wants us to take
in sharing God’s love.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada
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Gathering Activity:
Invite the children, including the children of 
visitors, to gather for this special part of the 
service where we share God’s good news 
in ways that are clear to children. Welcome 
them warmly, settle into comfortable 
positions, and model an attitude of holy 
expectancy. Open your Bible to Mark 
chapter 7 and explain that in this Bible story 
Jesus shares his healing in a way that is 
kind of risky.  Read the story to them if it 
isn’t being read elsewhere in the service. In 
today’s children’s story, Sadie also shares 
in a way that is risky. Listen carefully to hear 
how Sadie acts like Jesus in the story.
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Story:
Sadie watched with bright eyes as her mom 
took her extra-special banana chocolate chip 
muffins out of the oven. Mom only made these 
muffins when Grandpa came for a visit. “Mom, 
may I please have a muffin now?” Sadie asked. 
Mom shook her head and said, “No, Sadie. 
You know that we wait until Grandpa gets here 
before we eat these.” Sadie sighed, “Not even 
just one?” “No, Sadie,” Mom said, “How about 
going outside to play until Grandpa gets here?”

Sadie put on her shoes and jacket and went 
outside. Sadie knew that Grandpa would 
be arriving soon, so she kept looking down 
the street, hoping to see his car. Sadie saw 
something strange sitting on the street corner. 
It looked like a pile of old dirty rags. She looked 
closer and saw that it was a man and the rags 
were his clothing. The man was holding a sign 
that said HUNGRY on it in big letters. 

Sadie felt sad for the man; he had no food to 
eat and no place to live. Suddenly she had 
an idea! Sadie walked into her house and into 
the kitchen. She looked around and listened 
carefully. Mom was upstairs getting ready for 
Grandpa’s visit. Slowly she went to the table 
holding the extra-special banana chocolate chip 
muffins. Sadie reached up and took the biggest 
one she could see and ran outside.

Out on the street corner Sadie walked up to 
the man holding the sign. She handed him the 
muffin and said, “I know that this isn’t much 
but I hope it helps a little bit.” The man smiled 
at her and said, “It helps more than you know. 
Thank you.” With that Sadie went back inside.

Mom was waiting in the kitchen when Sadie 
returned and she did not look happy. “Sadie,” 
she said, “you ate one of the muffins when I told 
you not to. You knew that you were supposed 
to wait until Grandpa got here.” Sadie hung her 

head. “I know Mom, but I didn’t eat the muffin.” 
Mom raised her eyebrows, “Really, Sadie? 
There is a muffin missing but you did not  
eat it?” 

Sadie looked up at Mom and told her what had 
happened. “There was a man sitting on the 
street corner wearing dirty clothes. He had a 
sign that said HUNGRY on it. I know that the 
muffins were for Grandpa but we have so much 
and he did not have anything so I gave him one 
of the muffins. He deserved to eat, too.” 

Mom was quiet. Slowly, a big smile grew on her 
face. “You just taught me something important, 
Sadie,” Mom said. “We do have enough to 
share and Grandpa will be proud of you. 
Sharing so that no one is hungry is what Jesus 
wants us to do, even if we have to take a risk 
like you did.” Mom gave Sadie a big hug.

Prayer:
Thank you God, for sharing your love with all 
of us. Thank you for helping us share your 
love with everyone around us even when it is 
kind of risky. Amen.



Title: Discipleship Check List
Author: Karen Suderman
Church: St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text: Mark 8: 27-38  

(especially 34-38)

Theme: Signs of discipleship today.

Needed:
Chart paper and marker to write down the 
Discipleship Check List, and pictures to 
correspond with each item on the list.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
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by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
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	 The	
Discipleship	
Check	List

Gathering Activity:
Invite the children to put their thinking hats 
on and to gather for the children’s time. 
Welcome them warmly as you settle into 
comfortable positions and prepare your 
hearts and minds to learn more about 
following Jesus. Open your Bible to Mark 8 
and explain that in today’s Gospel reading 
Jesus is teaching his disciples how to be 
good followers of Jesus. Our children’s time 
will try and do the same thing, but in ways 
that are easy to understand and act out.

Activity:
What do you think of when you hear the 
word disciple? What do disciples do? They 
follow Jesus and do what Jesus would do. 
Raise your hand if you think there are still 
disciples today. Yes, many disciples are 
alive and active today. In fact, we are in a 
room that is full of them right now. We are 
here because we are disciples, or followers, 
of Jesus. Jesus worshiped God and so do 
we. There are disciples all over the world. 
All followers of Jesus do certain things that 
make us disciples. No matter what language 
we speak or what country we come from, 
disciples do at least four of the same things.
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This morning we will practice an action for 
each of those four things on my list to help 
us remember them. The first item on my 
discipleship check list is learning. Disciples 
read the Bible and study it together to learn 
about God and what God is doing in our lives. 
When we gather as a church we spend time 
learning. Here is an action we can do to show 
learning: Point to the side of your forehead 
with your index finger. Which of these pictures 
belongs with the word “learning”?

The second item on the list is prayer. As 
disciples, we spend time praying so we can 
talk to God and listen to God. By praying,we 
hope to learn what it is that God needs us 
to do. Here is an action we can use to show 
prayer: Palms together held in front of chest. 
Which of these pictures belongs beside the 
word “prayer”?

The third item on the list is worship. When 
we learn together and sing and pray to show 
our love for God, we call that worship. By 
worshiping together we encourage each other 
as disciples, and God’s Spirit encourages 
us to share God’s love with others. Worship 
reminds us about how much God loves us. 
We can use our hands to show worship like 
this: Hands held palm up with arms extended 
upwards. Which of these pictures belongs 
beside the word “worship”?

The fourth item on our list is service. As 
disciples, we are helpers, like Jesus was. We 
help each other when other disciples need 
help. We help people around us who may 
not have food or a house to live in. We help 
friends, strangers, neighbours, and people in 
other parts of the world. Many times disciples 
help without being asked; they help where 
they can because they know helping others 
makes God happy. One way we serve God is 
by worshiping. That’s why we call it a worship 

service. We can show service with our hands 
like this: Hands held palm up arms stretched 
forwards just below shoulder level. This last 
picture belongs beside the word “serve”.

All of these things make God smile. God uses 
disciples every day as partners in sharing 
God’s love in our world. Let’s review our 
actions and use them when we pray.

Consider inviting the adults to join you in this 
prayer with actions.

Prayer:
O God, thank you for using us to help you do 
your work. 

Point to the side of your forehead with your 
index finger. As disciples we will try to learn 
more about you every day. We will learn so 
that we might be able to understand how to 
work together with each other and you.

Palms together held in front of chest.  
We will pray so that we might hear your voice 
guiding us. 

Hands held palm up with arms extended 
upwards. We will worship to show you that we 
love you. 

Hands held palm up arms stretched forwards 
just below shoulder level. We will help those 
around us to spread your love. We will show 
and tell others how much you care about 
them. Amen.



Title: Who is the best 
Superhero?

Author: Karen Suderman
Church: St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church, St. Jacobs, ON

Text: Mark 9:30-37
Theme: Small people can do very big 

things

Needed:
Pictures of Mother Teresa as well as several 
cartoon superheroes such as Superman, 
Spiderman, Batman, or more current 
cartoon heroes. These links can help you 
start your collection: 

http://www.enkiri.com/heart_and_soul/
mother_teresa3.jpg

http://www.batman-superman.com/
superman/img/animatedsupes.gif
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Gathering Activity:
Invite the children to come forward and 
play a memory game with you. Welcome 
them as they arrive and help them settle 
comfortably, and so that they can see the 
memory game cards you will show them. 
Show them pictures of four people and tell 
them who the people are. We are going to 
talk about some of these people and see 
how well we remember them later. Show 
the pictures or list off the names, showing 
Mother Teresa first. Show the pictures or go 
through the list a maximum of two times.

Decide who you think is best, Superman, 
Spiderman, or Batman (or your other 
cartoon heroes) and then raise your hand 
when I call out that name. 

What makes them so wonderful? Affirm and 
thank them for their responses. Ask: Is it 
something they do?

Now, can anyone remember all of the 
names I told you earlier? Hopefully they 
will have forgotten Mother Teresa. Use 
that opportunity to reintroduce her. If they 
remember, congratulate them as game 
winners before introducing her.

Why would I list Mother Teresa with all the 
rest of these superheroes?

Let me tell you about her….
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Story:
Mother Teresa was much smaller than 
Batman, definitely could not fly like Superman, 
and she did not have spidey senses like 
Spiderman, but she was still a superhero. She 
was a small woman, but her superpowers are 
much stronger than these other superheroes.

Mother Teresa was a small, quiet woman 
who spent her whole life working for God. 
She lived and worked in a very big city called 
Calcutta, which is located in the country of 
India. Living in a city like Calcutta, you would 
see very different things than you see in big 
cities here in Canada. If you went to certain 
areas you would see beautiful buildings and 
gardens, but if you went to other places 
you would see very poor people. These 
poor people were often forgotten about and 
ignored. Most other people did not want to 
help them. But Mother Teresa came to live 
with them. She established a school in the 
area where the poorest people lived. She 
made it her job to love and care for the 
people that no one else would look after. 
Mother Teresa worked very hard and very 
quietly. She did her thing expecting nothing 
in return. Mother Teresa saw hungry and 
sick people around her and responded with 
the only power that she had, God’s love. 
People around the world saw what she was 
doing and started to work with her, not only 
in Calcutta, but also in Asia, Africa, and all 
over the world. These people worked with the 
poor, the sick, the homeless and the hungry.

Mother Teresa died over ten years ago, but the 
work she started in Calcutta continues today. 
One very small and quiet woman changed the 
lives of many people around the world with the 
superpower of God’s love. Here is a prayer 
she often prayed: “Make us worthy, Lord, to 
serve those people throughout the world who 
live and die in poverty and hunger. Give them 
through our hands, this day, their daily bread, 
and by our understanding love, give them 
peace and joy.” 

Did you know that you have the same 
superpower that Mother Teresa has? Every 
single person here today can claim and share 
the superpower of God’s love. God’s love is 
so strong it can turn us all into superheroes 
of God’s love. Like Mother Teresa did, we can 
work with God to do wonderful things. 

Prayer:
God, thank you for the superpower of your 
love. Thank you for helping us see it in others 
and thank you for giving it to us to share with 
others. We want to help spread your love. 
Use our hands and mouths to share your 
superpower of love with everyone we meet. 
Amen.



Title: Who are God’s hands  
and feet?

Author: Karen Suderman
Church: St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church, St. Jacobs, ON
Text: Mark 9:38-50  

(especially 38-41)
Theme: If you are not against God 

you are for God

Wondering questions:

• I wonder why some people go so far away
to share God’s love.

• I wonder how many feet and hands
God has.

• I wonder how God wants to use
my hands and feet.

• I wonder how we will see and hear
God’s love being spread today.

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and 
others of Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted 
by permission of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, 
director of Christian Education and Nurture for 
Mennonite Church Canada
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Gathering Activity:
Invite the children to make a little trip to the 
front of the church for a children’s story. 
Welcome them warmly as they arrive and 
encourage then to settle into an attitude 
of holy wondering and learning with you. 
Explain that the child in today’s story, Alex, 
made a much longer trip than they did when 
they came up for the story. After his long 
trip, Alex learned what Jesus was talking 
about in Mark 9. Read verses 38-41 to the 
children and wonder briefly about what that 
could mean before moving on to the story.

Story:

Alex had butterflies in his stomach. This 
would be his first day of school in the 
country of Somalia, on the big continent 
of Africa. It was an international school for 
children from other countries. He had just 
moved half way around the world with his 
parents and his sister to work for Mennonite 
Central Committee. They were there to bring 
supplies to help the people fix their fishing 
boats so they could earn a living. Mom said 
working for Mennonite Central Committee 
gave them the chance to be God’s hands 
and feet in Somalia.
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When Alex got to school, he met other North 
American children who had come to Somalia 
with their parents. Alex was happy to meet so 
many people who were working with MCC as 
God’s hands and feet. When Alex did math 
with a girl named Sally, she said that her 
Mom was a doctor and her Dad was a nurse. 
They were working together with others in an 
organization called World Vision. 

At recess, Alex played soccer with a boy 
named Darrin. Darrin said that his mom was 
teaching in a school in the next village. Darrin 
told Alex that their family worked for the 
Christian Children’s Fund. As they were lining 
up to go back into school, Alex told Sally and 
Darrin that his family was God’s hands and 
feet because they worked for MCC. Sally and 
Darrin said that they were God’s hands and 
feet, too. Alex felt confused. How could all of 
these different families be God’s hands and 
feet if they were not working for MCC?

Alex’s mom met him outside of the school that 
afternoon and they walked home together. 
The whole walk home was silent. Alex had 
his hands shoved into his pockets and his 
eyebrows pulled together. Alex’s mom studied 
his face. “Are you alright?” she asked. Alex 
sighed, “Yeah, I guess I’m alright. I’m just 
thinking really hard.” They kept on walking in 
silence. After a while, Alex asked, “Mom, can I 
ask you something?”

“Absolutely!” she replied. “You said that, 
because we are working for MCC, we are 
God’s hands and feet, right? But my new 
friends at school said they were God’s hands 
and feet, too, but they are not working with 
MCC. How can they be God’s hands and feet?”

Alex’s mom stopped on the path. Smiling, she 
said, “Come, sit down with me, and I will try 
to answer your question.” Alex sat beside her 
under the shade of a tree. She leaned against 

the trunk and looked down at Alex. “Working 
for MCC is not the only way that you can be 
God’s hands and feet. The organizations that 
other parents are working for also help people. 
They also spread God’s love by sharing and 
helping. That is what it means to be God’s 
hands and feet. As long as we do what Jesus 
would do, it does not matter if we are working 
for MCC or another organization. As long as 
people don’t block God’s love, they can be 
God’s hands and feet.”

Alex felt better, though he did start wondering 
how many hands and feet God has. He 
was just beginning to imagine what kind of 
a picture he could draw about that when he 
thought of another question. “Mom, you said 
that spreading God’s love makes us God’s 
hand and feet. That means we can do it 
wherever we are, and not just in Somalia, 
right?” Alex’s mom smiled down at him, 
“You are right Alex. No matter where we find 
ourselves, we can be God’s hands and feet 
by sharing God’s love. Many people work 
to spread God’s love in many ways, all over 
the world. Soon, I hope we will have Somali 
friends who will share God’s love with us, too. 
Does this make sense?” 

Alex nodded, “Thanks Mom.” With that they 
stood up and continued walking home.

Prayer:

Thank you God, for your great big love. We 
are excited that we can be your hands and 
feet and can spread your love by helping those 
who need it. Help us understand that there 
are many people all around the world who 
spread your love in different ways. Help us 
understand that we can all work together and 
be your hands and feet. Amen.



Title: The God Hug
Author: Stephen Plenert

Church: Springstein Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 10: 2 - 16, (13-16)

Theme: Jesus wants adults to receive 
the Kingdom of God as little 
children do.

Needed: Colouring supplies

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and others of 
Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted by permission 
of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, director of 
Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church Canada
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Gathering Activity:
Warmly invite the children to come forward 
for the children’s story. Encourage them to 
settle into a comfortable listening position 
and then to imagine themselves right onto 
the lap of Jesus for this part of the worship 
service. Once a spirit of holy listening has 
established itself in your hearts, continue 
with: “Do you ever wonder what God 
is like? I sometimes do. Even though I 
believe in God, I haven’t actually seen God 
walking or driving or golfing. So, since I 
can’t actually see God, I read the Bible to 
find out what God is like. One of the best 
places in the Bible for finding out what God 
is like is its stories about Jesus. Today, 
we will be hearing what Jesus has to say 
about children.” Open your Bible to Mark 
10:13 and read out the section title, “Jesus 
Blesses Little Children.”  Then retell the text 
as follows: 
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Story:
In today’s Bible reading, it says that people 
were bringing children to Jesus.  That’s good. 
But, some of the other people around Jesus 
wanted to stop them. That’s not so good. I 
wonder why.

Maybe they thought Jesus was too busy. 
Maybe they didn’t think children were 
important enough to take up Jesus’ time. 
Maybe they wanted to spend time with Jesus 
and didn’t want others to get the chance.

But Jesus wasn’t too busy. He stopped what 
he was doing. He wasn’t pleased with his 
friends.

He scolded them, “Why are you stopping the 
children from coming? Children are supposed 
to come to me! EVERYONE is supposed to 
come to me. Why would you want to stop 
them?” And then do you know what Jesus 
did? He bent down and took the children in his 
arms. He gave each one of them a blessing 
hug! What a nice thing to do! Let’s imagine 
being there and getting that blessing hug. And 
that’s not all. Then, he looked at the grownups 
who had tried to stop the children from coming 
to him and told them to learn to love him like 
the children did. I guess the children must 
have hugged Jesus back.

And you know what? Jesus shows us what 
God is like. God’s love overflows. God loves 
children as if he were picking them up and 
hugging them. Or picking them up and giving 
them a piggy back ride. Or picking them up 
and reading them a story. Or picking them 
up and telling them how great they are. Or 
knowing how real children’s love is.

God wants people of all ages to come and 
receive God’s overflowing love and to love 
God back. God wants us to trust him enough 
to sit on God’s lap and hug God back. And 
to love the people and things God loves. As 
God’s children, we get to be like God, too, 
and love people, whether they are children or 
grown-ups, and whether we are children or 
grown-ups! 

Prayer:
Thank you, Jesus, that you have such a great, 
big, friendly love. Help us feel and share that 
love in our church family. Amen.

Wondering questions:
•	 I wonder how the grown-ups felt when Jesus 

told them to learn to love him like the children 
did.

•	 I wonder what it was like to sit on Jesus’ lap 
and feel his hug.

•	 I wonder how we can bless people with our 
hugs and love today.

•	 I wonder what our church could learn about 
loving Jesus from you if you drew pictures 
about that during the rest of the service. 

If any of you are willing to do that for us, pick 
up some colouring supplies after we pray. 
Then give me your pictures after the service 
and I’ll put them up for the grown-ups to learn 
from.



Title: Camels in the Kingdom?
Author: Stephen Plenert

Church: Springstein Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 10:17-31 
Theme: When we live God’s fair and 

sharing way, we are blessed 
by a big faith family.

Needed: A needle, a toy camel (or a 
real camel if you have one), 
and perhaps some other 
objects.

Wondering questions:
• I wonder why Jesus talked about camels

and a needle’s eye in this story.

• I wonder if it’s easier for poor people or rich
people to trust God.

• I wonder if God’s Kingdom is here inside
our church and homes.

Camels
in the kingdom?

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Invite the children to come and join you on 
a little journey to the children’s time spot. 
Depending on the size of your sanctuary, 
you might want to journey around a section 
or two of adults before you settle down for 
the story. Ask the children to guess why you 
are taking a journey as you wind your way 
to the front. Once they have settled into a 
comfortable listening position, explain that 
you took them on a journey because, in 
today’s Bible story, Jesus was on a journey, 
or a trip, and, as Jesus’ followers, it is good 
for us to do what Jesus does. Open your 
Bible to Mark 10:17 and read that verse to 
them to introduce the story.
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Story:
Jesus was ready to head out on another 
journey. This time he was going to Jerusalem. 
Mark 10:17 says, “As he was setting out on 
a journey, a man ran up to him and knelt (he 
went down on his knees) before him. “Good 
teacher,” the man said. “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”(to have life that never 
ends). 

Jesus answered him by giving him a list of 
commandments from the Bible. The man 
seemed kind of excited by this and told Jesus 
that he had kept all the commandments 
since he was a boy. “Not so fast,” said Jesus, 
“You also need to sell everything you own 
and give it away. Then you’ll have eternal 
treasure and you can come follow me.” The 
man was confused. Sell everything? Give it 
all away? He was very rich. How could he 
just give everything away? And then Jesus 
said something very funny. He said that it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than it is for a rich person to enter the 
Kingdom of God.

I have a needle here. Can you see the eye? 
It’s that small hole in the end. Have any of you 
seen a camel? They are big animals, aren’t 
they? How easy would it be to fit a live camel, 
or even this stuffed animal, through that little 
hole? It would be impossible, wouldn’t it? The 
people who were with Jesus were confused, 
too. They thought that having lots of money 
was a sign that God loved you especially 
much. They thought that it would be the 
EASIEST for rich people to get into God’s 
Kingdom. So they asked Jesus, “If rich people 
can’t get in, who can?” “Good question!” 
Jesus answered. “Nobody can get into God’s 
Kingdom without God’s help.”

Nobody means not you, not me, not the 
pastor, nobody. Money won’t get you in. If 

you’re too attached to money, it might even 
keep you out! Thinking too much about things 
like money can keep us from thinking about 
and following Jesus. It can get in the way of 
finding God’s Kingdom which is about being 
fair and loving. Because God is so fair and 
loving, God helps us get in. If we allow God’s 
love and fairness to fill our hearts and flow 
through us to others, we start discovering 
God’s Kingdom in us and around us. That’s 
very good news! 

Even though we can’t get into God’s Kingdom 
by using money, we can all get in with God’s 
help. Jesus wants everyone in God’s kingdom, 
but Jesus knows that everyone, including the 
man who knelt before him, needs God’s help 
to be a part of that Kingdom. 

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you for interesting stories 
that show us that we need God’s help to be 
loving and fair and be part of your kingdom. 
Please help us be part of your Kingdom today 
and forever. And Dear God, please help us 
share your loving fairness with others today. 
Amen.



Title: Me First!
Author: Stephen Plenert

Church: Springstein Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 10: 35 - 45

Wondering questions:
• I wonder why so many people think it is 

important to be first.

• I wonder how Jesus felt when John and
James asked him for a special favour.

• I wonder how we can learn that it is better 
to help others than to be first.

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Today, as you invite the children for the 
children’s story, offer a prize to the two 
children who come and sit beside you first, 
but be sure to remind them to walk forward 
respectfully. Give each of them a little 
poster, sticky star, or sticker that says “First 
prize!” Once the whole group has settled, 
give each of them the same kind of sticker, 
but don’t explain your action. Ask the group 
about lining up for special activities in their 
day care, nursery, or classroom. Are there 
ever fights about being first in line? Why is it 
so special? 

Or, have they ever asked a friend to save 
them a seat? Maybe on the school bus? 
Maybe at the lunchroom? Maybe even in 
the car going somewhere? Have you ever 
heard someone say, “I don’t want to sit 
beside HIM, I want to sit beside my friend!” 
These are things people have been doing 
for a very, very long time! It even happened 
among the first followers of Jesus. I read 
about it here, in the Gospel of Mark. (Show 
them the spot in your Bible, and the subtitle 
“The request of James and John.”) These 
two disciples said “Me first!” and “Save me a 
seat, Jesus!” Listen while I tell you this story.

Children’s Story
Year B, Proper 24
tober 18, 2009 October Equipping 
#100

MeeMMeMM
FirstFirsteeFirstee!!ee!ee

This Children’s Story is part of a larger story archive 
available as a resource to teachers, ministers, and others of 
Mennonite Church Canada ©2009. Posted by permission 
of the author. Edited by Elsie Rempel, director of 
Christian Nurture for Mennonite Church Canada



Story:
Jesus had a group of 12 special friends. They 
did all kinds of things together. Sometimes 
they went fishing, sometimes they walked 
around the countryside together, sometimes 
they helped Jesus with his teaching and 
the other things he did. But sometimes they 
thought more about themselves than they did 
about others.

Here’s what happened with a couple of 
Jesus’ friends: Two of them, named John and 
James, took Jesus aside and asked him to do 
something special for them. “When you go to 
heaven, Jesus, we want you to save seats for 
us beside you.”

Maybe this doesn’t seem like such a big 
deal, but in those days, when you went to 
someone’s house for a meal, that person’s 
best friends, or the most important people, got 
to sit beside the owner of the house. That was 
a special privilege, a real honour. It could even 
mean that the people sitting beside a king or 
another ruler were the second in command! 
So it was like John and James were asking 
to be second in command when they got to 
heaven. Wow! It was a time when being first 
really seemed to matter. It would be pretty 
great....for them! But, can you imagine how 
the other friends felt when they heard that 
John and James had asked Jesus to save 
them seats in heaven so they would get to 
be powerful leaders? They were upset! They 
were angry!

So Jesus gathered the group together. “Who 
sits beside whom; where you sit isn’t important 
in my group,” said Jesus. “In my group, 
everyone treats each other with kindness, 
and respect, and fairness. The leaders can 
sit beside anyone and anyone can sit with 
anyone else. You are all to be leaders in 
helping each other. That’s what real, God 
pleasing leaders do! So act like it! If you want 
to be a leader, do something kind for someone 
who needs it. That’s doing things God’s way.”

Prayer:
Thank you, Jesus, that you can help us get 
over the problems of trying to be first.

Thank-you, that in your group, anyone can sit 
with anyone else. Please help our church be 
like that. Amen.



Title: Blind, yes, but not deaf 
or mute!

Author: Stephen Plenert

Church: Springstein Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 10: 46-52

Theme: Jesus is willing to be 
interrupted by and help 
people others consider 
unimportant.

Needed: A blindfold and a person who 
is willing to be blindfolded, 
either one of the children 
from the group or a pre-
selected volunteer.

Blind,yes,
but not deaf  
or mute!

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Invite the children to come forward for the 
children’s time. Encourage them to settle 
into a comfortable position for learning and 
worshiping, and to leave an open space in 
the middle for your story volunteer.

Blind-fold the volunteer and ask him or her 
the following questions to show that there 
are many things that the person doesn’t 
know because they are unable to see: 
How many fingers am I holding up? What 
colour of shirt am I wearing? Can you tell 
me how to get to the 7- Eleven from here? 
Where is our Bible story from today? (Open 
your Bible to Mark 10 before asking this 
question)  It’s too bad you can’t see, but 
maybe it will help us all understand today’s 
story a little better, because my Bible says 
this story is called “The healing of Blind 
Bartimaeus.” Let’s listen very quietly so that 
everyone can hear, even if we can’t all see.
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Story:
Jesus was walking on his journey to Jerusalem 
and he came to a town called Jericho. There 
was a blind man in that town whose name 
was Bartimaeus. I’m going to call him Bart. 
Bart couldn’t get a job, and he couldn’t go to 
school, because he was blind and there was 
no special help for blind people in those days. 
So, Bart would sit at the side of the road every 
day and beg for money. I suspect that Bart 
didn’t like having to beg. It was dirty and dusty 
at the side of the road. Maybe some people 
gave him some money, but a lot probably 
didn’t. Some people probably gave him dirty 
looks.

(At this point, ask the person who is still 
blindfolded: What’s it like being blind when no 
one helps you out?)

It wasn’t fun for Bart to be blind either, but, as 
he sat at the side of the road, he listened and 
paid attention to what people said. He heard 
them talk about Jesus as someone who had 
the power to heal people. He got really excited 
when he heard them say that Jesus was 
coming to town that very day! Even though 
Bart couldn’t see, he had very sharp ears and 
knew when something interesting or exciting 
was happening. Soon, he heard that a crowd 
was coming nearer. He knew, by listening, just 
when the centre of attention was going by. He 
knew this was his special chance to call Jesus. 
So, Bart shouted out to Jesus in a loud voice 
using a special name for him, “Hey! Son of 
David! Have mercy on me!” 

Bart was noticed right away. A whole bunch of 
people told him to be quiet in a way that was 
not very nice. They thought that Jesus was 
much too important to worry about Bart, the 
blind beggar, sitting at the side of the road. 
But, Bart was not going to give up. He still 
thought he had a chance. So he shouted even 

louder, “Hey, Son of David! Have mercy on 
me!”

And guess what happened? Jesus stopped! 
He told the people to tell Bart to come and 
stand in front of him. The people were 
surprised, but they told Bart and Bart jumped 
up to go and meet Jesus. And Jesus healed 
his blindness right there and then! Why? 
Because Jesus cares about all kinds of 
people! Not just the ones that others think are 
important. Jesus cares about people like Bart 
who are blind beggars, and about children 
like you and grown-ups like me. Jesus really 
cares! Bart sensed that and didn’t let others 
discourage him from coming to Jesus for help. 
Jesus is pleased when people trust him to help 
them, like Bart did. 

And now, let’s help our volunteer. Would you 
like to see again? Yes? Well then, let’s take off 
your blindfold and welcome you back to those 
who can see.

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you that you are willing to 
help everyone who calls for you. Please help 
me to treat poor people with respect, and to 
have the courage to call for your help when I 
need it, like Bart did. (Incorporate additional 
insights about the story provided by the 
children into the prayer.) Amen.

Wondering questions:
•	 I wonder what it would be like to be blind, or 

to have to beg for money.

•	 I wonder why the people were angry with Bart 
for calling for help.

•	 I wonder why Jesus helped Bart.

•	 I wonder what Jesus wants to teach us with 
this story.



Title: Sharing the love in our 
hearts

Author: Dolores Lohrenz

Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 
Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 12:28-34

Theme: To love God with all our 
hearts and our neighbours as 
ourselves.

Needed: Red and pink hearts of many 
sizes (if you plan to distribute 
them after the story, make 
enough for each child to have 
one).  These could include 
words or phrases on each 
heart, such as: LOVE; I have 
a heart full of love; Share 
love; Jesus says, “LOVE”.

sharing 
the love 
in our hearts

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Warmly invite the children, including the 
children of visitors, to gather for that special 
part of worship where we try extra hard 
to speak and act in ways that children 
can understand. Help the children settle 
into comfortable listening positions and 
to imagine themselves as sitting in the 
humongous heart of God. Open your Bible 
to Mark 10 and tell them that in today’s Bible 
verses, Jesus explains the most important 
thing for everyone who wants to live God’s 
way. Do they know what that is?... Yes, it is 
LOVE.  Continue as follows:

Look at the hearts I am holding.  What do 
you notice about them?  Different sizes, 
different words, different colours. Tell me, do 
you think your heart looks like one of these 
valentine hearts?  You’re right!  It probably 
looks a little different because it is inside 
of you.  Put your hand up here on your left 
side.  That is exactly where your heart is, 
but it is under your skin and you can’t really 
feel it.  When you are sitting very still, touch 
that spot and you might feel something 
moving inside – don’t press too hard. Can 
you feel a soft beat-beat, beat-beat? That is 
called your heart beat.  Your heart started to 
beat the second God gave you life.  Thank 
you for life God!  Let’s say that together. 
Thank you for life, God! Now, let’s listen to 
today’s little story
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Story:
Lukas sent his Grandmother a card that said, 
“IF I LOVED YOU ANY MORE GRANDMA, I’D 
HAVE TO GET A BIGGER HEART”.  Mmmm, 
do you think your heart could run out of love?  
Do you think you have room in there for a 
bigger heart?  Do you think that Lukas just 
wanted his Grandma to know he loved her 
very, very much? 

I think you are right, and that was a good way 
of telling her.

God also sent us a message about God’s 
amazing love. God sent us Jesus. And Jesus 
has good ways of showing and telling us about 
love.  Jesus said, and we can still hear it in 
today’s Bible verses, that we are to love God 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength 
and to love our neighbour as much as we love 
ourselves. By saying neighbour, Jesus means 
the people around us. Jesus knows that if we 
stay connected to God’s amazing love, we 
can have so much love inside us that we won’t 
ever run out. There is enough love for loving 
God and the people around us. Close your 
eyes right now and try to think of all the people 
you love.  Wow!  The wonderful thing is that 
you have enough love in your heart (touch 
your heart) to keep on loving and loving just 
like Jesus said.

Prayer:
Thank you, God, for loving us so much! We 
love you, too. We are happy that you fill our 
hearts with lots of love to share.  Help us to 
show that love to you, God, to our families, our 
church family, and to the people around us.  
Amen.

Wondering questions:
•	Have you ever wondered how much love you 

have to give?

•	Have you ever wondered where your love 
comes from?

•	Have you ever wondered what Jesus says 
about love?  

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796



Title: I want to give my best
Author: Dolores Lohrenz

Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 
Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 12:38-44

Theme: Jesus is pleased when we 
give our best

Needed: A container of coins, such 
as pennies that have been 
sterilized with boiling water, 
and an offering plate or 
basket.

i want to give
my best

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796

Gathering Activity:
Invite the children forward and let them 
know that you’d like to give them some 
money after they have settled down into a 
comfortable listening position. Pass around 
the container of coins and ask each child 
to take a small handful of money to hold 
during the story and help them think about 
what happens in the story. Let them know 
they will have the chance to give this money 
to God after the story. Hold the jar with the 
remaining coins as you enter a time of holy 
listening to an important story about Jesus 
and money. Open your Bible to Mark 12 
and show them the subtitle “The widow’s 
offering” before you begin to retell the story.
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Story:
One day Jesus sat and watched all the people 
coming to worship as they gave their gifts of 
money.  In our church we can watch people 
give offering money too, but we can’t really 
see how much they give. This time Jesus 
watched so closely that he could tell exactly 
what the people were giving. Some reached 
into their pockets, took out some money and 
put it into the offering plate. Some opened 
their purses and wallets and took out the 
money they had decided to give to the church. 
Some rich people put in a lot of money but 
also kept lots for themselves. Then a poor 
widow came and emptied everything from her 
pockets and moneybag into the offering. It 
wasn’t very much money but Jesus was really 
impressed because he could tell she gave 
everything she had!  She gave her very best! 
He told the disciples that the poor woman’s gift 
was even greater than the rich people’s gifts.

Jesus knows children don’t have much 
money, but he still wants us to give the best 
and do the best in everything we do. Today 
you’ve all got some money to give. But now, 
let’s think of some things we do.  Who would 
like to tell us something that you do the 
very best you can.  (Depending on the time, 
encourage a few to share).  

Just like the widow in the story, we can please 
Jesus by doing our very best. If you make your 
own bed, you can try your best to do it well. 
If you take your dirty dishes from the table, 
you can do it even before you are reminded. 
When you brush your teeth at bedtime you 
can you do your best to take care of the teeth 
God gave you. When you play with others, you 
can sometimes play their favourite games and 
share your best toys. We can do our best to 
listen well to stories about Jesus, like you are 
doing now. We can do our best to sing and 
pray and show Jesus our love.

There are so many ways we can do our best 
for Jesus by living God’s way and helping 
others. Sometimes it is easy to forget to give 
our help and do our best. I think it really helps 
to know that Jesus is pleased when we give 
everything. After our prayer, when you put your 
coins in the offering, like the widow did, you 
can know that Jesus is very pleased with the 
gifts you are giving, too. 

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, help us to be the best we can be 
for you.  Please show us what pleases you.  
We want to share what we have and be kind 
and loving persons.  Amen.

Now you will have the chance to find out how 
it feels to share everything you have. You can 
give the money you have in your hand to our 
offering project. Usher(s) collect their offering 
of money as they return to their places.

Wondering questions:

• I wonder how it feels to give everything away.  

• I wonder what God wants me to do with  
my money.

• I wonder what gifts I can give that will  
please God.

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796



Title: Look carefully for good 
things

Author: Dolores Lohrenz

Church: Fort Garry Mennonite 
Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB

Text: Mark 13:1-8, especially 5

Theme: Watch carefully so others 
won’t fool you about God’s 
good news

Needed: There could be picnic 
blankets to sit on

www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/6796
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Gathering Activity:
Wearing a detective costume, including a 
magnifying glass, invite the children forward 
to help look for something very important. 
The first important thing you will find is 
the picnic blanket, in their usual children’s 
story place, as a place to gather. Wonder 
together why there is a picnic blanket today. 
As you settle into a comfortable listening 
position, remind them of this important and 
holy chance to gather with other children in 
worship and remember that Jesus is with 
us. Spend a moment together imagining 
yourselves on the lap of Jesus. Open your 
Bible to Mark 13:5 and explain that, in 
today’s passage, we have some important 
words of warning from Jesus. Consider 
reading the text from the Good News Bible, 
where the translation is slightly less severe 
and reads ‘Jesus said to them, “Watch out, 
and don’t let anyone fool you.”’ That warning 
to watch out is the reason for your detective 
costume and is important in today’s story. 

look carefully for

good things
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Story:
What a beautiful day!  Even before Kali opened 
her eyes in the morning she could hear her 
Mother singing.  Through the window she 
saw the bright yellow sun shining between the 
branches of the huge climbing tree in her back 
yard.  It was going to be a great day for the 
family picnic. She ran barefoot into the kitchen 
where her Mom was packing her favourite 
outdoor foods (could be itemized by the 
children) and her Dad was setting the table for 
breakfast.  They were all excited about seeing 
Grandma and Grandpa, the aunts and uncles, 
and all of their cousins.  It wasn’t long before 
breakfast was done, the van was packed, and 
they were on their way to the park.

They had driven only a short distance when 
the sky began to turn grey and clouds 
gathered in front of them. The clouds moved 
faster and faster and turned darker and darker 
until they seemed to be almost over their 
heads. Mom and Dad had stopped singing and 
were beginning to talk about turning around 
and going home. By now the sky looked 
almost black. Around them they could see 
bolts of lightening and hear thunder rumbling 
in the distance. Mom turned around and said 
she didn’t know what to do. Should they go 
home or keep going? Three year old Kali 
didn’t understand why the weather seemed so 
stormy and angry, but she kept watching the 
sky carefully out of her window from her car 
seat. Suddenly she said excitedly, “Look Mom, 
two puffy white clouds. The stormy clouds 
were fooling us! We won’t have to go home”.

Kali’s careful watching for a good sign 
encouraged the family to keep going. As they 
did, more and more soft white clouds peeked 
through the storm, chasing the storm clouds 
further and further away, until the sky was 
almost clear of clouds. As they neared the park 
they saw the beginnings of a beautiful rainbow 

that gracefully arched its way across the sky. 
What a beautiful day for a picnic! Kali’s family 
was so glad she had watched so carefully and 
the stormy clouds hadn’t fooled her.

Prayer:
We thank you, Jesus, for warning us to watch 
out when weather and people try to fool us. 
We thank you that good things often follow 
after the bad.  Help us to watch for signs of 
good news and to remember that, even when 
the sky doesn’t clear up for our picnics, we can 
still trust you and your love.   
Amen.

Wondering questions:

• I wonder how Kali felt when her Mom didn’t 
know what to do.

• I wonder if people sometimes fool us like 
those storm clouds fooled Kali’s family.

• I wonder how Kali’s family felt when they 
could have their picnic after all.

• I wonder what good signs Jesus wants us to 
watch out for carefully. 
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the one who knows what is 
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Suggested Props: 
A paper crown and stuffed 
jungle animals – especially 
a lion – would enhance the 
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include pictures of jewels, a 
Lion King or jungle animals, 
a crown, or pictures of Christ 
the King.
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Gathering Activity:
Place a paper crown on your head as you 
get up and invite the children to come 
forward for the children’s story. Encourage 
them to guess why you are wearing a crown 
and then explain that today is called Christ 
the King Sunday in many churches around 
the world, so it is a good time to think and 
talk about kings today. As the children, and 
you, settle into a mood of holy expectation, 
open your Bible to John 18:37 and read it 
to them. Let the verse settle a little and then 
say, “Jesus, a king who belongs to what 
is true… I wonder what that all means. It 
sounds very important. Let’s think about 
kings for a while.

What do you think a king does all day long?  
Where do kings live?  What do they eat?  
How would you know if you saw one?   
Do you think they go places all alone?   
Why not? You know a lot about kings!   
Have you ever seen a king?”
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Story:
There have been kings in many countries for 
thousands of years.  Some have loved the 
truth. They have been good and kind and the 
people have loved them. Some kings have 
been so mean and greedy that the people 
have tried to get rid of such kings, but most 
kings have loved their countries and the 
people living in them.  Their people cheered 
when they saw them, bowed down to them, 
obeyed their rules, and respected them.

But let’s think about the animal world for a 
while.  Have you ever heard about a king of 
the jungle, a king of the animals?  Maybe 
you have seen a movie or read a book about 
the king of the animals.  Why do you think 
the lion would be called the King?  Good 
answers!  Yes, a lion is fast, scary, huge, 
has sharp teeth, a long swishing tail to scare 
anyone nearby, sharp claws, etc.  The animals 
respect the lion for other good reasons, too. 
The Lion King is very wise.  He knows what 
is happening in the jungle and he wants 
everyone to enjoy living there. He takes very 
good care of his family, because he loves 
them more than anything. He loves to live in 
peace and does not want the animals to hate 
each other or fight.  

Lions and good kings help us understand a bit 
about why we remember Jesus as our king on 
this Sunday. Jesus is called a King because 
he cares for us, is wise and powerful, kind and 
loving, and wants us to follow him.

Prayer: 
Jesus, you are our King!  We love you 
because you love us, you know what is really 
right and important, and you help us know how 
to live in this beautiful world. We want to follow 
you. Thank you, King Jesus. Amen.

Wondering questions:
• I wonder how it would feel to be a king.

• I wonder if Jesus was treated like a king.

• I wonder if Jesus felt like a king.

• I wonder how I can show that Jesus is  
my king.


