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CALENDAR

We offer resources for...

Jul 9 Assembly Sunday

Sep 3 Labour Day Sunday

Sep 10 Sunday School 
 (Gather ‘Round)  
 Promotion Sunday

Sep 24 Publishing Sunday

Oct 1 World Communion Sunday

Oct 8 Thanksgiving

Oct 29 Mennonite Heritage Sun.

Nov 5 Peace Sunday

Nov 12 Mission Sunday

Resource 
Update 

•  Highlights faith and church minis-
try resources that Mennonite Church 
Canada makes available by loan, sale 
or electronic download. 

•  Is distributed 10 times a year by 
Mennonite Church Canada in its 
congregational Equipping package.

•  For a free personal email
subscription to the 
Resource Update contact 
resources@mennonitechurch.ca

•  Submissions of a special worship 
service, litany or celebration are 
always welcome. Share with us and 
other congregations!

•  Links in the electronic
 publication are LIVE - just click to 
enter our website.

Editor: Arlyn Friesen Epp
Designer: Lynette Wiebe

Route to...

•   Librarian

•   Pastor(s)

•   Worship 
 Planners

•   Education 
 Coordinator

•   Church 
 Secretary

Childrens’ Corner Resources for the church library, home, 
Sunday School class or Sunday morning storyteller.

RESOURCE CENTRE 

… at Mennonite Church Canada’s

• E-Commerce.  We’re becoming the electronic storefront for all of MC Canada 
products and Mennonite Publishing Network titles.  

• Integration.  Borrow, buy or download Anabaptist titles from one location.  All of MC 
Canada products will now be available from one source.

• Free electronic resources.  New features include downloadable sermons, 
children’s stories, speakers’ bureau, and a variety of materials from MC Canada 
congregations called “From Our Churches.”

• User-friendly.  Now search by scripture reference, language or resource type.  
Subject categories help direct your browsing, and our new design allows for an 
easier check-out process.

• Ever-evolving.  Visit often.  There’s something new online every day.
For instance, check out the 2007 Pastor Salary Guidelines at 
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/ResourceView/23/7979

If the World Were a Village:  A Book About the World’s People.  At 
this moment, there are more than 6 billion people on the planet!  It’s hard 
to picture so many people at one time – but what if we imagine the whole 
world as a village of just 100 people?  A beautifully illustrated child’s 
guide to our global village that shows who we are, where we live, how 
fast we are growing, what languages we speak, and more. 
 — by David J. Smith and Shelagh Armstrong, Kids Can Press, 2002.

Drawin’ Together for Peace
Education is one of the social casualties of the ongoing confl ict 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Most education still 
offered to children is delivered through deteriorating church-
based schools. Classes are cancelled when leaky roofs let 
in heavy rains. Ongoing violence and a lack of funding are 
endangering the literacy of a whole generation.  Remembering 
the suffering Congolese children and telling their story, offers 
these brothers and sisters hope that the church has not 
forgotten them.  Download KidsPak Resource Kits from http://
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/43.

More reasons to visit www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre!



2

In on the Action? 
May’s Top 5

NEW
!

Gather ’Round 
Worship Resources
Launch the new Gather ’Round 
curriculum this fall with a special 
worship focus on Sunday 
School Promotion Sunday.  

There are special worship resources included in this 
month’s Equipping.  Also downloadable from 
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/46.

Fun Bible Skits 1: Ready-to-go scripts and activities 
for kids and congregations, by David M. Morrow, Faith 
& Life Press, 2005.  

The Radicals, (DVD), Gateway Films, 2004. 

Prayers for a Sojourning People: A Collection 
of Pastoral Prayers,  by Susan Gregg-Schroeder, 
Educational Ministries, 1997.  

Funtastic Skits For Children’s Ministry, edited by Beth 
Rowland, Group Publishing, 1993. 

The Bible: Digging For Treasure, Vacation Bible 
School Kit, Faith & Life Resources, 2001.  

New Studies for Fall 
Each with study guides

Book Studies

Becoming Human: On Theological Anthropology 
in an Age of Engineering Life, Canadian Council of 
Churches, 2005.  (1 session)  A discussion-starter for 
Christians who wish to refl ect together on some of the 
questions raised by biotechnology. 

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand 
Places:  A Conversation in Spiritual 
Theology by Eugene H. Peterson, Wm 
B Eerdmans, 2005.  “The single most 
important thing to understand in spiritual 
theology is that it is not about theology... 
it is a cultivated disposition to live 
theology.”  

Eat This Book:  A Conversation in the 
Art of Spiritual Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson, Wm B Eerdmans, 2006.  
Peterson challenges us to read the 
Scriptures on their own terms, as God’s 
revelation, and to live them as we read 
them. 

Getting It Together: Spiritual 
Practices for Faith, Family, and Work, 
by Carol A. Wehrheim, Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2002.  (5 sessions)  
Through Bible study, refl ection and 
spiritual disciplines, this book offers 
some relief from the struggle to cope with 

the seemingly insurmountable demands on our time.

Monday Marriage: Celebrating the 
Ordinary by Gerald and Marlene 
Kaufman, Herald Press, 2005.  (9 
sessions)  Encourages spouses to 
discard unrealistic pop-culture fantasies 
of what marriage ought to look like and to 
see it as a covenant between imperfect 
people living in the world that begins on 

Monday morning.  

Rooted in the Centre, Living on the 
Edge, by Norm Voth, Mennonite Church 
Manitoba, 2005.  (6 sessions)  An 
invitation to congregations to explore 
how we live in our cultural context so that 
we communicate the gospel with integrity 
and meaning. 

Resource Centre 
on the Road
Bring the Resource Centre to your 
next gathering or attend one of the 
following events:

July 4 – 7: Display and workshops at Assembly, 
Edmonton, AB

September 30: Manitoba Equipping Conference 
– speaker, Roots and Fruits of Passionate Faith, Fort 
Garry Mennonite Fellowship, Winnipeg, MB

October 28: Saskatchewan Equipping Conference 
– workshop leader, Resources at Your Fingertips, 
Mount Royal Mennonite Church, Saskatoon, SK

November 10-12: Transforming Congregations 
in Worship Training – worship leader, Erb St. 
Mennonite Church, Waterloo, ON

Arlyn is available to provide a display of materials, 
lead a workshop or Sunday School, preach a sermon 
or perform a drama.  Contact the Resource Centre to 
make arrangements.
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Giving Together: A Stewardship Guide for 
Families, by Carol A. Wehrheim, Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2004.  (5 sessions)  A resource to help 
families better understand the holistic nature of 
stewardship: in the family, congregation, community, 
and world. 

Second Mile, Pathway D: Walking Through the 
Valley, Faith and Life Resources, 2005.  (up to 20 
sessions)  The fourth of four “Pathways” that invite 
congregations and small groups to enter a journey of 
worship, study, action and refl ection that will help them 
become active signs of Christ’s peace in a broken 
world. 

Talent Show: Your Faith in Full 
Colour, by Bob Lichty, Mennonite 
Mutual Aid, 2005. (12 sessions)  A book 
on discerning and using your God-
given gifts.  Explores how your health, 
time, fi nances and relationships (all of 
stewardship) relate to your talents.

Video/DVD Studies

Can’t, Not Won’t: A Christian Response to Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), VHS video, 
Mennonite Central Committee, 2005.  (6 sessions)  
Stories that offer congregations the tools to learn 
about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).  

Children of the Nakba, VHS video, 
Mennonite Central Committee, 
2005.  (1 session)  Today Palestinians 
represent one-third of the global 
refugee population. Explores how 
a future of justice and reconciliation 
for both Palestinians and Israelis will 
mean grappling with this history of 
dispossession.

Faithful and Wise: Being a Good 
Steward, DVD, Paraclete Video 
Productions, 2004. (6 sessions) Looks at 
how we can expand our giving into every 
facet of our lives: our possessions, our 
time, our talents and skills, our physical 
environment, our spiritual environment, 
our money. 

Fierce Goodbye: Living in the Shadow of Suicide, 
DVD, Mennonite Media, 2004. (4 sessions)  Family 
survivors reveal their painful stories to assist other 
survivors and to help the broader community 
understand the unique and terrible grief of suicide, 
and how the church can be a “healing station.”

Living Faith: Exploring the Essentials 
of Christianity, DVD, Baker Books, 
2005.  (10 sessions)  Enables believers 
of all backgrounds to understand 
Christianity more fully through an 
exploration of the history, foundations 
and core beliefs of the faith.  Features 

renowned theologian, Tom Wright.

Mennonite Church Canada 
Compilation DVD, Mennonite Church 
Canada, 2005.  Highlights various MC 
Canada ministries around the world.  
Also includes the inspirational piece (4 

min) The Church:  Why Are We Here? – a refl ection 
on why the church exists and what we are called to be 
and do.

Peace DVD: Especially for Youth, 
Mennonite Media, 2005.  (6 sessions)  
Using Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount as a 
guideline, youth will be inspired by these 
stories to be followers of the prince of 
peace.

Shadow Voices: Finding Hope in Mental Illness, 
DVD, Mennonite Media, 2005.  (2-3 sessions)  An 
inside look at what it is like to live with a mental illness 
and how individuals and their families fi nd their way 
through medical, governmental, societal and spiritual 
issues - to hope.

We Should Talk Peace: Stories of 
African Peacemakers, DVD, Mennonite 
Central Committee, 2006. (2 sessions)  
Find hope in the stories of grassroots 
peacemakers in Africa who are making a 
difference in their own communities.

For further studies, also see:
Small group studies  
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/Browse/691

Peace studies   
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/Browse/710

Youth studies  
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/Browse/700

NEW
!
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Summer schedule:  
Please note that Arlyn will be at the MC Canada 
Assembly in Edmonton, July 4-7 and will then be 
taking holidays. Anita will continue half-time through the 
summer. The Resource Centre will remain open for walk-
in traffi c, but will be staffed on a partial basis in July.

New Resources For a complete list of new acquisitions, check www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/NewResources

 

Available from the Resource Centre for a free preview loan. 
To purchase, call MPN at 1-800-245-7894.

From our Press New from Mennonite Publishing Network

The North End Lives: A Journey 
Through Poverty Terrain, by Hugo 
Neufeld, Herald Press, 2006.  For 18 
years Hugo and Doreen Neufeld worked 
among residents of Hamilton’s North End 
at the Welcome Inn Community Centre.  
The stories in this collection recount the 

struggles and giftedness of many North Enders and 
demonstrate that the Good News to the poor is also 
Good News to the rich.

Grow: Two children’s periodicals, Story 
Friends and On the Line, will end with the 
August 2006 issues.  The Gather ’Round 
middler student book, Grow magazine, is 
designed for use with the Gather ’Round 
curriculum but will also be available 

separately.  Geared to grades 3 to 5, it features faith 
stories, articles and activities similar to those found in On 
the Line.

Connect: Reach out to parents.  
Encourage adult classes to check 
out Gather ’Round’s unique quarterly 
curriculum for parents and caregivers.  
Connect nurtures the faith growth of 
parents, guiding them through weekly 
sessions on the same scriptures and 

themes as children using Gather ’Round.

Evangelical, Ecumenical, and 
Anabaptist Missiologies in 
Conversation: Essays in Honor of 
Wilbert R. Shenk, edited by James 
R. Krabill, et al., Orbis Books, 2006.  
Twenty-six missiologists refl ect on 
convergences and challenges in 
mission theology, and how Wilbert 
R. Shenk has infl uenced their 

conversations.  

My Times Are in Your Hands:  Women and the 
Stewardship of Time, by Melissa Miller, Canadian 
Women in Mission and Mennonite Women USA, 
2006. Is time used to praise God or to earn the praise 
of others? To strengthen and heal relationships?  
To develop the gifts of ministry God has given us?  
This Bible Study Guide raises these questions and 
challenges us to consider how we tithe time and use it 
to help usher in God’s kingdom.  

Sound in the Land: Essays on 
Mennonites and Music, edited by 
Maureen Epp & Carol Ann Weaver, 
Pandora Press, 2005.  This book 
makes available many of the formal 
papers that were presented at a 
2004 conference at Conrad Grebel 
University College in Waterloo, ON.  
The event featured performances, 
workshops, poetry readings and 

formal papers, all of which refl ected in some way the 
intersections between Mennonite culture and music. 

Mennonites, Politics, and Peoplehood: Europe-
Russia-Canada, 1525-1980, by James Urry, 
University of Manitoba, 2006.  Urry’s research traces 
Mennonite links with European kingdoms, empires, 
republics, and democratic nations in the context of 
peace, war and revolution. He stresses a degree 
of Mennonite involvement in political affairs not 
previously discussed in literature, including Mennonite 
participation in constitutional reform and party 
politics, and shows the polarization of their political 
views from conservative to liberalism and even 
revolutionary activities.  

Website Window Anabaptist Online Resources

We are integrating all of our Mennonite Church
Canada resources into one location. Bookmark
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resourcecentre/Browse/695 
for:

• Executive staff letters
• Finance tools
• Human Resource policies
• Archival records
• Gallery information
• Newsletter/Periodical listings
• Pastoral leadership resources
• Publications
• Speakers’ Bureau
• Special Sunday worship materials

And there will be more to come!


