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Introduction
This is the first Year that Mennonite Church Canada is offering our congregations a 
worship resource for this Special Sunday. We are promoting the celebration of this 
day because we agree with the sentiment expressed on the World Communion Sunday 
website:

“World Communion Sunday – celebrated the first Sunday in October – is 
one of the most venerable of “special Sundays.” The day has taken on new 
relevancy and depth of meaning in a world where globalization often has 
undermined peace and justice – and in a time when fear divides the peoples 
of God’s earth.  On this day we celebrate our oneness in Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, in the midst of the world we are called to serve – a world ever more in 
need of peacemaking.”

A Brief History
World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Communion Sunday) 
originated in the Presbyterian Church (USA). Starting in 1936, on the first Sunday in 
October, worshippers celebrated communion in Presbyterian churches in the United 
States and overseas. From the beginning, it was planned so that other denominations 
could join, and after a few years, the idea spread beyond the Presbyterian Church. 
Today, efforts to promote World Communion Sunday are carried out by many 
denominations, and several produce materials geared toward this observance. Resources 
that can help Mennonites develop this first Special Sunday worship resource for World 
Communion Sunday can be accessed at:

www.ncccusa.org/unity/worldcommunionsunday.html 

http://umcgiving.org/content/sundays/communion.asp 

www.faithstreams.com/topics/christianity/world-communion-sunday.html 

We hope and pray that this resource can help us acknowledge and grow toward the unity 
Christ offers his church. 



The recommended theme for 2007 is “Press On Toward the Goal,” taken from Philippians 
3:14, “I press on toward the goal for…the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Lectionary texts for this Sunday in 2007 are: Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137; Luke 17: 
5-10; 2 Timothy 1:1-14. 

Sermon Prompts

Lamentations 1 and Psalm 137 could be used to develop a lament for the brokenness that 
exists in Christ’s Body here on earth. A helpful sermon entitled “The Hope of the Table” 
(October 7, 2001), based on Psalm 137 and Psalm 23 can be downloaded at  
http://www.oakhurstbaptist.org/obc/Sermons/Lanny_Sermon_October_07_01.htm

The Luke text includes Jesus’ exhortations to his disciples to increase their faith and to do 
“what we ought to have done.” The first 14 verses of 2 Timothy are full of thanksgiving 
and encouragement for Timothy and conclude with the call to “hold to the standard of 
sound teaching…in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus” and to “guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.” The sermon, “A 
little is a lot,” works with these two texts and is available at  
http://www.rockies.net/%7Espirit/sermons/c-or27sesn.php

Special Things One Can Do

One approach to World Wide Communion Sunday is to use traditional 
prayers and litanies for different parts of the liturgy. This includes the 
use of the Apostle’s Creed as the most ancient and most agreed upon 
faith statement of the Church and an adaptation of one of the oldest 
existing Eucharistic prayers - the Prayer of Hippolytus. Others may want 
to use more contemporary expressions that are specifically written to 
address the celebration. 

With the advent of the Internet it has become possible to collect greetings from other 
churches from around the world and to share some of these with the congregation during 
worship. Greetings from the faithful in countries where there are special problems or 
celebrations can be especially effective.Congregations who already have a partnership 
with Mennonite Church Canada International Ministry workers may want to request a 
special greeting from their workers.
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Hymns from a variety of cultures: Hymns in Mennonite Hymnals that come from a 
broad international spectrum include: 
HWB 7  Here, O Lord, your servants gather
HWB 64  Asithi: Amen or SJ 2 Hamba nathi(Come walk with us) – South Africa
STJ 6   Jesus tawa pano (Jesus, we are here)- Zimbabwe  
HWB 237  All glory, laud and honor – Philippines  
HWB 204  Gloria or SJ 59 Confetemini Domino–France 
HWB 341  Jesus loves me – composed in Taiwan, includes a Hausa, Korean, Navajo   
  and Spanish verse
STJ 15  Santo, Santo Santo – Argentina
HWB 229  Lord, you have come to the lakeshore-Spain 
HWB 35  Many and great, O God – American Aboriginal-Dakota. 

HWB–Hymnal: A Worship Book
STJ–Sing the Journey

Communion Bread: Have children, or an intergenerational Sunday school group, bake 
the bread for your communion service, either the week before, as part of a preparation 
for the event, or on that morning, using a recipe that is rich in fast rising yeast or baking 
powder. If you choose to make ethnic breads or other ethnic morsels, children wearing 
costumes of the appropriate countries may process into the sanctuary with this element. 
During the children’s message, or in the sermon, a focus on the different types of 
elements as a metaphor for the diversity of the human family would add meaning to this 
activity. The Lord’s Supper litany in Sing the Journey 169, would complement such an 
activity.

“Breads around the World,” a resource focusing on bread-baking recipes and worship 
services, is available from Wider Church Ministries at 216.736.3200 or aeriej@ucc.org 

 
Traveling Communion: Using different types of morsels and chalices, have worshipers 
move to different areas in the sanctuary to receive elements by intinction (dipping bread 
or other morsels into the wine/juice). This journey to receive communion is symbolic 
of the journey of faith we all take as we seek to share the bread of life with others. As 
worshipers move, have the choir or soloists offer international music selections, or sing 
simple worship songs from other cultures that are familiar to your congregation.

Adapted from http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/Around-The-World.pdf and 
from www.rockies.net/~spirit/sermons/abc-worldwidecommunionsunday.php

Prepared by Elsie Rempel 
Director of Christian Education and Nurture 
June �007
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Prayers and litanies
Greeting and Call to Worship
 (based on Ephesians 3:12-20)
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
P: And also with you.
L: At one time we were without Christ - aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.
P: We were strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world.
L: But now in Christ Jesus we who once were far off have been brought near to God by 
the blood of Christ.
P: He is our peace; in his flesh he has broken down the walls that divide us.
L: He came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near.
P: Through him we have access in one Spirit to the Father.
L: We are members of the household of God - built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and the prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
P: He is our peace, our hope and our salvation. 
From www.rockies.net/~spirit/sermons/c-or27sesn.php

Litany of Dedication:
Older adult: Some days we lean on our weariness more than we lean on God. But only 
through God are we sustained to help in the healing of this world.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Youth: At times we feel ignored because of our age, shunned because of our differences 
and judged because of our disagreements. But through your body on earth, we find a 
place together in the common family of God.
P: Our hope is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Older adult: When overwhelmed by the busyness of life, we sometimes overlook those in 
need. But you still our souls and remind us to look beyond ourselves.
P: Our hope is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Youth: Our doubts often overshadow our faith. But your light is a guide to help all our 
unbelief.
All: Our hope is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Benediction: “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, …
press on toward the goal of the heavenly call of Christ Jesus.” May we go in peace, filled 
with the Spirit, ready to do God’s will and to serve God’s people. Amen 

Adapted from www.umcgiving.org/content/sundays/communion.asp. 

Compiled and adapted by Elsie Rempel, Director of Christian Education and Nurture,  
Mennonite Church Canada.


